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Dear Friends,
It’s the MOST wonderful time of the year … and I bet you couldn’t read that line 
without singing it in your head! Aside from being a popular lyric for an all-time 
great Christmas song, I believe those words are especially true for all of us here 
at St. Andrew. With Thanksgiving now behind us, the world turns its attention 
to Christmas. But before we get there, we find ourselves in the holy season 
known as Advent. Advent is a time in the church year marked by hope, peace, 
love and joy. Each week draws us closer to the celebration of the birth of Jesus! 

Here at St. Andrew, the birth of Jesus is a pretty big deal (wink, wink) and we 
want you to be part of all the ways we’ll be preparing for the celebration. To 
that end, I invite you to make St. Andrew your “go-to” place for the best and 
most important part of the coming holy season.

One of the most significant ways we celebrate Jesus is in worship. During 
the month of December, we will offer twenty-seven worship opportunities, 
including five services on Christmas Eve. In addition to our usual Sunday 
morning, Monday night and special Christmas week services, there will be 
mid-week Advent Jazz Vespers and a special “Blue Christmas” service for those 
who may be grieving or searching for hope during the holiday season. We’ll 
also have opportunities to gather at the Family Advent Party & Movie Night 
and enjoy the Children’s Christmas Pageant, too. All of these events will point 
us to the One who came into this world to make His home in our hearts and 
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gather us into a family that celebrates 
His presence and thanks Him for His 
presents! 

With holiday gatherings, worship 
services, cookie parties, and 
celebrations of all kinds … I guess it 
really is the most wonderful time of the 
year! As you prepare to celebrate and 
make room for all the people, places, 
sounds, and sights of the season, my 
hope and prayer is that you continue 
to find Jesus at the center of it all. 

With love and thanksgiving for the 
family we are at St. Andrew, for all who 
are working hard to encourage our 
celebration, and all who will join us in 
worship and activities, I wish you the 
blessings of Jesus during Advent, and 
in the coming Christmas season!

Peace, Blessings, and Love,

Pastor González

Common Ground Wednesdays 
January 11 - February 8, 2023

Dinner at 6:00 pm
Classes & Groups at 6:45 pm

Save the Dates! 
Details Coming Soon at mystandrew.org.
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Saturday, December 24

            2:00, 4:00, 6:00, 8:00 & 10:00 pm
         2, 4, 8 & 10 pm: Traditional Worship with Festival Music
                 6 pm: Christmas Carols & Contemporary Praise
                              Children’s Message at 2, 4 & 6 pm

                                    Holy Communion at 10 pm

        Christmas Day Worship
           Sunday, December 25

          10:00 am
               With Holy Communion

                   Note: No Monday Night Worship on December 26.

Jazz Vespers

Be Born in Us 
Today!

Advent Wednesdays
November 30

December 7 & 14

Dinner at 6 pm
Worship at 7 pm

in the Great Room

Take a break from 
the holiday rush! 

Feeling blue this season?
Find comfort & hope ...

Blue Christmas 
Service

Sunday, December 11
3:30 pm

 Scripture, Prayer &   
 Song in a peaceful,  

 contemplative
  setting for those  

 who struggle to find 
  joy at the holidays.

New Year’s Eve 
Worship

Saturday, December 31
7:00 pm

With Holy Communion

Children’s
Christmas Pageant

“Back to the Present”
Sunday, December 18

11:00 am
An entertaining original story 
for the season, featuring the 

children of St. Andrew.

ST. ANDREW
Membership

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 

to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 

you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

   Follow these easy steps… 
• Worship with us regularly!

• Explore the ministry and 
  participate in Faith Walk 101 

Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing  
for your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism. 

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or at 
mystandrew.org/contact. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to help you 
find the answers you seek. 
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Social MiniStry

Look What God Has Done Through All of You!
Thanks to all who contributed food items to fill 50 boxes for the Lutheran Mission 
Society “Miracle of Christmas” Project that will bless LMS clients with meals, 
gifts and quilts at the holidays. Special gratitude goes out to the Lord’s Truck 
crew, Roger Caldow and Carlos Garcia, for procuring a huge donation of canned 
goods that helped immensely to fill those boxes!

The Snowmen Thank You! Your response to this year’s Linkages to Learning 
gift drive was once again awe-inspiring. We had more “snowman lists” than 
ever, and you stepped up to the task!  Your generosity will spread God’s love 
and make Christmas merrier for many children, young adults, and families in 
our area. Special thanks to Kay Caviness and Janet Burton for coordinating this 
project.

Special thanks to all who helped with the Community Based Shelter project 
to provide breakfasts for 35 women during the month of October.   The staff 
member who coordinates the food at the shelter gave rave reviews!  The 
clients were so happy with the variety of options and especially with the fresh 
fruit.  There are currently 38 women in residence at this facility on Taft Court in 
Rockville.  

There’s  still   time to help with the Colesville  Council of Community 
Congregations (C-4) Toy Closet collection. Bring your donation of new toys 
for girls or boys through December 9 to marked box in the Coat Room. Special 
thanks to Senior Fit participants who help us fill the box for needy families in our 
community.  

Monthly LMS Thrift Shop Collections will begin again on January 22 and 
continue on the 4th  Sunday of every month. Warm clothing is the greatest 
need at this time, but gently used household goods and toys are also welcome. 
Calendar Note: No December LMS collection due to the holiday. 

New Chair for Social Ministry 
Thank you, Carol Petzold!  Welcome, Jennifer Lee!

After many years of dedicated leadership that guided St. Andrew to bring God’s 
love to countless individuals, families and organizations in our community, Carol 
Petzold is retiring as Social Ministry Chair and passing the baton to Jennifer Lee 
on January 1, 2023. Jennifer has served as a social ministry team member and 
project leader over the years. Thanks upon thanks to Carol and her husband 
Walt for their many hours, days and years of service. Their passion and heart for 
helping others knows no bounds! We pray for Jennifer and the Social Ministry 
Team as they open a new chapter of service, likely continuing many familiar 
projects and introducing some new ones. Prayerfully consider how you can help! 
Contact Jennifer at jferlee@gmail.com to learn more and get involved.      
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children’S MiniStry

St. Andrew Preschoolers are having a wonderful fall, filled with ABC’s and 
123’s, fun on the playground, building blocks in classrooms, chapel time, snack 
time, and story time!  The fun and games are integrated into the curriculum in 
a masterful way by our talented staff, who tirelessly teach, love, and nurture 
every one of our precious students.

As we enter the most wonderful time of the year, our preschoolers are sure 
to enjoy the fun-filled weeks ahead! Exciting celebrations all month long will 
prepare our children for the ultimate birthday celebration: Jesus’ birthday 
party on Christmas Day! The children will learn about and celebrate Advent 
as we prepare our hearts for Jesus.  St. Nicholas Day will bring them golden 
chocolate coins. They will be entertained by a wonderful play performed 
by Kay-Dee Puppets.  And they’ll be rehearsing for the Preschool Christmas 
Pageant to be held on Wednesday, December 14 at 11:00 am in the Sanctuary.  
To learn more about St. Andrew Preschool, contact Preschool Director, Lia 
Mai Puskar at preschool@mystandrew.org.

From the students and staff at St. Andrew Preschool, a joyful Christmas
 season to all! Health and blessings in the New Year! 

December at St. Andrew Kingdom 
Kids means it’s time for the annual 
Christmas pageant.  And our pageant 
is always something new!  Each year, 
our children tell the story of Jesus’ 

birth in a unique and original way, thanks to the creative writing and direction 
of member and mom, Allison Fuentes.  This year’s production is titled, “Back to 
the Present.” Mark your calendar for Sunday, December 18 at 11:00 am to come 
and see what it’s all about.  You’ll be blessed and amazed by the talents of the 
children among us! 
Kingdom Kids will begin 2023 on January 8 with a new theme called “Think 
Tank.” Lessons will focus on the importance of gaining knowledge and learning 
new things to help us be better at whatever we do. 

Every Sunday we meet in room 118 at 9:30 am for a large group activity and the 
ever-popular “So & So Show.”  Children laugh every week as they watch these 
video lessons which include funny antics, a Bible story and a question of the day 
to help connect the week’s lesson to daily life.  Then small group gatherings give 
kids time to reflect on the Bible story and build friendships with others of similar age.  

Parents, make a new year’s resolution to bring your children age 3 through 
Grade 5 to Kingdom Kids on Sunday mornings from 9:30-10:30 am. We laugh, 
play games and grow in faith! Give your kids this gift that will last a lifetime! To 
inquire or register your child, contact Kingdom Kids Coordinator, Christy Hyder 
at chyder@mystandrew.org.

Calendar Note: Kingdom Kids will be on holiday break on December 25 & January 1. 

PRESCHOOLnews

VBS 2023
STELLAR 

June 26-30, 2023
Next summer, we’re launching kids 
on an out-of-this-world adventure to 

shine Jesus’ light everywhere! 

Save the dates! Watch a preview 
video to learn more and look for 

registration coming early next year 
at mystandrew.org. 
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Creative Spirits Ministry
Bright sunshine filled the day and the hearts of some members 
of Creative Spirits Ministry on October 15 when they gathered 
for brunch to catch up on the gifts they are making and to 
simply celebrate being together again as a group.

This unique ministry combines artistic gifts with the power 
of prayer, to create handmade treasures that bring comfort 
and inspiration to those of any age facing serious illness, grief 
or another life challenge. Creative Spirits members knit or 
crochet soft and beautiful prayer shawls, hand-craft inscribed 
wooden pens and crosses, put together children’s tote bags filled with toys and books, create votive candles, prayer 
beads, inspirational framed verses and many other items that bring comfort and hope. All items are available free of 
charge.

To learn more about the ministry and how you can help, contact Suzy Carbone at suzanne.carbone@gmail.com. If you 
know of someone who could be encouraged by one of these lovely gifts of the faith, contact Faith Community Nurse, 
Marilee Tollefson at mtollfeson@mystandrew.org or 301-384-2727 to select a gift and arrange for pickup or delivery. 
View gift samples and request online at mystandrew.org/ministries/health-wellness-ministry/creative-spirits-ministry/  

health & WellneSS
My cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life.  Psalm 23:5:6

From Marilee Tollefson, Faith Community Nurse ...
With God leading us, our church family is growing and thriving!  And there are members and friends performing acts of 
mercy all around us so that we can be the hands and hearts of Christ to needy parishioners. Read on to be encouraged by 
some recent “love stats” and prayerfully consider how you can help:

 ► On at least a monthly basis, we have visited, sent cards, telephoned regularly, brought home communion and/or 
homemade holiday goodies to 65 homebound parishioners!

 ► In the month of October, we responded to 110 calls and email requests for donations or pickups of medical supplies/
equipment. For the first 10 days of November, that number was already up to 40!  Note: Rising costs have increased 
demand for incontinence products, so some of our shelves are bare for the first time ever! If you know of friends or 
loved ones who may have some to donate, please keep our Medical Closet in mind.  

 ► In early November, we prepared and delivered 8 meals to parishioners who were grieving a loss or coping with 
discharge from hospitalization or rehab. In addition, our church freezer is always stocked with homemade soup 
lovingly made by one of our generous parishioners, to ensure that we have nourishment ready to deliver to those 
in need at any time.

 ► Weekly emails are sent to our distribution list of Adult Children of Aging Parents/Caregivers, with resources and 
requests for prayer or equipment/care needs.  If you would like to be added to the list, just let us know! 

These examples are just a small fraction of the ongoing activities of Health & Wellness Ministry. And guess what! We 
always need more help to meet the requests and needs that come our way!

As members of the family of Christ at our beloved church, we are servants of the Lord, called to action. Please pray for 
this ministry and all who serve and are served. Discern your gifts of the Spirit - perhaps cooking, driving, visiting, writing 
cards, calling, or some other caring gesture. For opportunities to give and serve contact Faith Community Nurse Marilee 
Tollefson at marileetollefson@mystandrew.org or 301-384-2727. You will be blessed to be a blessing! 
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church newS

Senior Adult Fellowship
Thanks to Connie Rehman and Kimberly Gay-Armour for getting this ministry up 
and running again after the pandemic! What a blessing it’s been already over the 
past few months!  And the adventures continue …

On the evening of December 12, join the group to visit the Mormon Temple in 
Kensington by bus for viewing of their display of Christmas lights and crèches, 
followed by a Chinese dinner.  In January, come for lunch and a movie at church!  
Sign up at the Welcome Center today!

Plans for 2023 include a trip to a local 
museum, a speaker on senior health, 
a visit to a botanical garden, a trip to a 
local winery and more.  Look for dates 
and details on upcoming events in the 
weekly worship folder or get on the SAF 
email list to receive the events calendar 
for 2023 and monthly updates and re-
minders. Questions?
Contact Connie Rehman at crehman@
aol.com or Kimberly Gay-Armour at kk-
gay-armour@hotmail.com. 

Craft Ministry 
Thanks to all who supported

and  participated in the 
2022 Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair.
It was another wonderful event! 

January Quilt Project – Come 
to help make simple quilts for 
donation to Lutheran World 
Relief during the month of 
January!  Sewing experience is 
not necessary.  Stop by anytime 
from 9am-2pm in the Creative 
Arts Room, Lower Level. Bring 
your lunch if you can stay for the 
duration. Questions? Contact 
Linda Patch at 240-645-2584. 

Crafters Update – After another 
successful Craft Fair in November, 
Wednesday crafters will be on 
break until February, but reach 
out anytime with an idea or a 
question. We’re always looking 
for new projects and new helpers! 
Home crafters are also a part of 
the ministry. If you enjoy working 
at home but are willing to donate 
some of your handiwork to help 
St. Andrew, we want to hear from 
you! Contact Sue Scherer at susan.
quilts@comcast.net. 

Donations Welcome – Return 
those empty jam jars for reuse 
at next year’s fair. Please keep 
Grandma’s Attic items til August 
(no room to store), but bring craft 
supply extras anytime – fabric, 
thread, etc.  Leave items in the 
Craft Ministry bin in the Coat 
Room.  

Congratulations to 
Craft Fair Raffle Winners:

Fall Dinner Package - Lynda Papio
Handmade Quilt - Beatania Getinet
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In the case 
of inclement 

weather, tune 
in to WTOP 

radio
 (103.5 FM) 

or visit 
wtopnews.com 
for information 
regarding the 
cancellation 
of worship.

... or Can 
You Give a 

Ride?
Need a ride to worship 
or a special service 
or event? Just ask! Or 
are you able to offer 

a fellow member a ride this holiday season? This 
simple gesture can make someone’s holiday brighter 
in the name of Jesus!  Contact Parish Nurse, Marilee 
Tollefson at mtollefson@mystandrew.org. 

Serve God and Your Faith Family in the New Year!
Get involved in the life of our church in the New Year! Support your church family and 
make new friends! Serve as a Communion Assistant, Usher, Lector, Greeter, Media 
Assistant or Welcome Center Attendant. The time committment is small, but the 
rewards are great! Choose the service time that you prefer. Training will be provided. 

To learn more and volunteer, contact Karen Hughes at khughes@mystandrew.org.

Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) Update
 � Convention News - On October 23-24, the Chesapeake District of the Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) 
met in convention to celebrate the 80th birthday of the LWML, to praise God for meeting the mission 
project goal of $100,000 for the 2020-2022 biennium, and for the selection of new mission grants to fund 
during the 2022-2024 biennium, also with a mission project goal of $100,000. Additionally, more than 
75% of the national LWML mission goal of $2.1 million for the 2021-2023 biennium has been funded prior 
to the biennium deadline of March 31, 2023. Praise the Lord!

 � Please Feed the Mite Box! As many are aware, LWML programs are 
primarily funded by donations called “mites” (named for Jesus’ parable of 
the widow’s mite) given by individual members and friends. Please bring 
your change, bills or checks to “feed” the large Mite Box at the Welcome 
Center in the Commons, or take home a small mite box to refill and return! 
Any amount will help! Questions? Contact Edi Collis at edithcollis@
hotmail.com.

 � LWML Christmas Tree … coming in July!  Remember the LWML Christmas Tree? The one that’s been 
around for years, where you donate any amount of money, and your name is placed on the tree as a 
“Christmas Greeting” for all to see? Well, don’t be alarmed … it’s missing this December but it will be 
back!  With so many other good causes seeking donations in December, we decided that “Christmas in 
July” would be the best time to have our fundraiser for organizations that need the support of LWML. So 
save your Christmas greeting donation for July! And feed the Mite Box all year long! Thanks! Questions? 
Contact Karen Matthiesen at karenmatthiesen@verizon.net.      
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Global Mission Team News
Let’s Light Up Ukraine with God’s Love! 
Sadly, much of war-torn Ukraine is currently without power.  The Global Mission Team 
seeks to help light up the cold, dark winter ahead for those who have lost so much by 
collecting funds to purchase inflatable solar-powered lights at a cost of $10 each, well 
below retail pricing.  These “Luci” lights contain 10 LED bulbs emitting 75 lumens and can 
shine for up to 24 hours on a single 7-hour solar charge.  The lights will be air-shipped 
by St. Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral to various churches in Ukraine.  St Andrew 
UOC Sunday School children will put a sticker on each box that says “God Loves You” in 
Ukrainian.  Thanks to those who have helped with our first purchase of 108 lights.  We 
would like to order and send many more!  Please give generously to help the cause!  Mark 
your offering plate donations “Lights for Ukraine” or give onine and specify “Lights for 
Ukraine” in the OTHER blank on our secure payment page.  Donations of medical supplies, 
food and clothing still needed too! Find latest needs list at standrewuoc.org and drop your 
donations at the table in the Commons.

Exploring Ways to Help in Ethiopia
In support of the many Ethiopian members and friends we now have at St. Andrew, the 
Global Mission team is exploring ways to ease suffering for people living there in this time 
of civil war. We hope to raise funds for this humanitarian effort in the coming year, and  
Director of Amharic Outreach Mengesha Shibru Gella is exploring ways we can send funds 
to help in Ethiopia through Mekane Yesus, the Lutheran church body in country there. 

Fair Trade Sale in December
Stop by the Fair Trade table on Sundays, November 27-December 11 to purchase high 
quality coffee, tea, chocolate and olive oil that helps small farmers around the world 
make a fair income from their products.  Thanks to a Thrivent Action Team grant to defray 
some of the purchasing costs, we will be able to raise additional funds for Global Mission 
Team projects around the world.  All items are attractively packaged and make wonderful 
Christmas gifts! 

Aid Given for Senegal
The Global Mission team has been learning about efforts in Senegal to combat the effects 
of drought,  and a contribution was sent to Center for Renewable Energy and Appropriate 
Technology for the Environment (CREATE).  This contribution will help plant trees, enable 
the women to purchase chickens, and will fund some micro loans to the women to start 
small businesses.

Soup Showdown Planned for March 5
This fun and delicious fundraiser is coming back in 2023 by popular demand!  We will be 
inviting members to bring favorite homemade soups in crockpots so the congregation can 
sample and vote for their favorites in various categories.  Start perfecting your recipe and 
watch for details, coming soon! 

Leadership Change
Thanks to Sue Zimmerman for stepping up to reinvigorate the Global Mission Team following 
a pandemic hiatus! So much has been accomplished in such a short time under Sue’s 
leadership.  In January, we will welcome Glen Harvell as the new GMT Chair, when his 
term of service as Chair of St. Andrew’s BOD comes to an end.  Sue will remain as a team 
member, and all are invited to join the meetings and the mission! New faces and new 
ideas are always welcome!  In the meantime, check out the Above & Beyond 2023 Catalog 
for ways you can support Global Mission Projects in the year ahead. 

Go into all 
the world and 

preach the 
gospel. 

Mark 16:15
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Bethania Kids Update
Founded by Lutheran missionaries in 1987, Bethania Kids in India serves almost 1000 children, women 

and families in need, sharing the love of Christ along with hope and the opportunity for a better life.

In October, St. Andrew member and former Bethania President Larry Zimmerman journeyed to India for the 35th 
Anniversary of Bethania Kids.  The Shalom Home, which St. Andrew supported significantly, has opened and is                    
everything we hoped for … and more!  It is a beautiful facility, and the girls are flourishing in their new quarters.  
Playgrounds are complete, athletic fields are in place and over 150 trees and shrubs have been planted. 

Following the pandemic closures, Bethania Kids is now fully open once again. Released from COVID restrictions, 
children have returned and the schools and programs are once again in full operation.  The BK COVID Relief and 
Recovery program supported by the last major LCSA fundraiser was very successful.  Most of the children, parents, 
and staff of BK have been vaccinated and children are finally returning to a “normal” life. In health camps at each of 
our care centers, residence homes and special schools, physicals were conducted to reassess the condition of over 
750 children.  Mental health training for loss, chaos, and isolation was conducted for staff and later for parents of 
our children, with a high level of satisfaction.  We are now advancing education support to mitigate effects on the 
children of 18 months in isolation.  Thank you to St. Andrew!  Your donations were put to good use.  

The 35th anniversary was a joyous event with messages, choirs, dance, and a candlelight dinner on the roof of the 
Shalom Home.  Each room of eight girls had dinner with a member of the Board of Trustees.  Girls from Grace Home, 
boys from Dayavu Home and all the surrounding staff attended.  Pastor Beulah of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
gave the sermon.  

Mark your calendar for February 12, 2023, the next Bethania Sunday at St. Andrew! 

Significant donations from St. Andrew members and friends helped make completion of  
the new Shalom Home and implementation of the COVID Relief and Recovery Program possible.
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                First Holy Communion Class
              For Grades 4-6

                  Sundays, January 22 – February 19
             12:30 – 1:15 pm

              children in Grades 4-6
                  Does your child express an interest in or 

                    curiosity about Holy Communion? 

If so, he or she may be ready to learn more and prepare to partake in this Holy Sacrament. Children in grades 
4–6 are eligible to participate in this 5-week class, designed to instruct children in the historical origins, theology 
and practice of Holy Communion. Participants will be expected to do some homework in preparation for class, 
and complete an essay afterward based on the course of study. Upon completion of the class, participants will 
celebrate their First Holy Communion on Sunday, February 26.  Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon for those 
present, prior to the start of class.  

To enroll, register online at mystandrew.org. Questions? Contact Robyn Howland at rhowland@mystandrew.org 
or 301-437-3634 or contact the church office.



KINGDOM KIDS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Sunday, September 1 
Backpack Blessing

Saturday, September 7 
Back to school “bash” on the Lawn - All 

Welcome! 

KINGDOM KIDS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Sunday, September 1 
Backpack Blessing

Saturday, September 7 
Back to school “bash” on the Lawn - All 

Welcome! 

Celebrate the Gift of this Holy Season
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

Saturday, December 24
2:00, 4:00, 6:00, 8:00 & 10:00 pm

2, 4, 8 & 10 pm: Traditional Worship with Festival Music  
6 pm: Christmas Carols & Contemporary Praise

Children’s Message at 2, 4 & 6 pm
Holy Communion at 10 pm

Christmas Day Worship
Sunday, December 25 at 10:00 am

With Holy Communion

New Year’s Eve Worship
Saturday, December 31 at 7:00 pm

With Holy Communion

First Sunday after Christmas
Sunday, January 1 at 10:00 am

With Holy Communion

Note: NO Monday Night Worship on December 26.  
 Monday Night Worship will resume on January 2. 

15300 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20905
301-384-4394 
mystandrew.org

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday at
8:00 & 9:30 am – Traditional
11:00 am – Contemporary Praise

  Livestream 9:30 & 11:00 am at
  live.mystandrew.org


