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Dear Friends,
It’s been a while since you received a church newsletter, at least in the 
form to which we were accustomed in our pre-pandemic days. While our 
journey through the wilderness of COVID signaled a shift to more electronic 
communication on a more frequent “as needed” basis, the increasing activity 
of our life and ministry gives us cause to share church news once again with 
renewed rhythm and more detailed information about our shared mission. For 
that, we give thanks! Whether you receive St. Andrew’s News electronically 
or prefer to read one of the paper copies available at church, I invite you to 
keep up with our communications through upcoming newsletters when 
they are published, as well as through church-wide emails, our website, and 
postings on social media. Keep in mind that important and timely church news, 
including weekly announcements, can be found online anytime by clicking the 
“Latest News & Activities” button on our hompage at mystandrew.org.  While 
our enhanced electronic communications may have reduced the need for 
12 monthly newsletters, rest assured of our staff’s commitment to keep you 
informed and encouraged to find places in which to serve and be served with 
the Good News of our faith!

We still have a way to go, but I also give thanks that participation in worship 
continues to rise toward pre-pandemic levels. Though the COVID mask mandate 
has been lifted for several weeks, masking remains an option for anyone at 
any time. And as I mentioned in another letter to you, of our four weekend 
worship times, the 8 am Sunday and 7 pm Monday services offer more room 
to spread out in the sanctuary so that everyone can come and worship safely 
at St. Andrew! Continued on page 2

In This Issue...
 ` Holy Week Worship & Events

 ` Common Ground Returns April 27

 ` May is Mental Health Month

 ` Global Mission Team  News

 ` Amharic Outreach Update 

 ` VBS Registration Now Open!

Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

St. St. Andrew’sAndrew’s  nneewsws
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41
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In recent weeks, I have been moved by images of Christians 
determined to worship in Ukraine even as the atrocities of war 
rage around them. These courageous followers of Christ remind 
me of what a vital privilege it is to come to God in worship as 
God comes to us with grace and strength for the days ahead. 
I am praying for a revival of zeal such as that in the church 
around the world, including St. Andrew, and I give thanks for 
the atmosphere of celebration and hope that I experience 
whenever we gather in the name of Jesus to receive His word 
and sacraments.  It is always good to be together!

So read on, catch up, and mark your calendars for worship, 
service, and growing relationships as we journey through the 
remaining days of Lent and Holy Week, and on to Easter and a 
unique new springtime in the life of God’s family at St. Andrew. 
I hope to see you soon. And until then, Pastor González and 
I along with our leaders and staff wish you every blessing in 
Christ, our Crucified and Risen Lord! 

The Lord be with you+

Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko
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Service Assistants Needed
Volunteers are critical to the celebration of every 
worship service, and the pandemic has left us with 
significantly fewer volunteers than we had before. 
Ushers, greeters, communion assistants, lectors, 
welcome center attendants and office helpers 
are all important ways you can serve. Specify your 
worship time and share your availability. We’ll 
offer you options to match. Brief orientation and 
training is provided for all volunteers. Prayerfully 
consider supporting your faith family in this way! 
Questions? Contact Karen Hughes at khughes@
mystandrew.org or call the office.

Media Assistants Needed, too!
As we continue to ramp up media ministry to serve 
worshipers in person as well as those connecting 
online from far and wide, more helpers are 
greatly needed! From creating slides during the 
week, to running the projectors on Sunday; from 
operating the sound board to assisting with our 
new livestreaming initiative, we need you!  Most 
tasks are fairly simple and training is provided.  
Keyboarding, joystick and/or tech skills would be 
helpful. To learn more, contact Bruce Poese at 
bruce.poese1@verizon.net or call the office.
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Wednesdays, April 27 - May 25
Dinner at 6:00 pm

Groups & Classes 6:30 - 7:40 pm
Closing on “Common Ground” at 7:45 pm

Common Ground, St. Andrew’s mid-week adult education and fellowship 
opportunity, returns this spring with dinner followed by a selection of classes 

and presentations to nurture our spiritual growth and life together.   

Spring Offerings Will Include: 
• Faith Walk Membership Info Seminar – April 27-May 25 (5 sessions)
• Christ in Film – April 27-May 25 (5 sessions)
• The Mindset of a Fisherman – April 27 & May 4 
• The Ministry of Shepherd’s Table – May 11
• Lutherans for Racial Justice – May 18
• Bridge Builders: What is Juneteenth? – May 18

Session Details & Registration Coming Soon at MyStAndrew.org.
Childcare Available with a Reservation.

 48 hours’ notice, please.

ST. ANDREW
Membership

God called us to be part of His fam-
ily for a reason – it’s hard to grow 
alone! Our St. Andrew community 
will meet you where you are, and 
walk beside you to a closer rela-

tionship with God.

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

   Follow these easy steps… 
• Worship with us regularly!

• Explore the ministry and 
  participate in Faith Walk 101 

Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing  
for your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism. 

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or at 
mystandrew.org/contact. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to help you 
find the answers you seek. 

Common Ground Spring Session

May is Mental Health Awareness Month
Visit the Resource Table on May 1 

Mental health is an important concern that affects all individuals and families.  
This year, St. Andrew’s Mental Health Ministry and Creative Spirits Ministry 
are teaming up to offer information, resources and gifts of comfort to support 
everyone on the journey to good mental health! 

Visit the resource table in the Commons on Sunday, May 1 to learn more about 
mental health resources that are available. Share your ideas and concerns, 
and view gifts that have been hand-crafted by Creative Spirits Ministry and are 
offered free of charge to anyone going through a serious health or life crisis.  
Select a gift for yourself or a loved one. Find out how you can help! 

Questions?  Contact Faith Community Nurse Marilee Tollefson at mtollefson@
mystandrew.org or 301-384-2727. 

Creative Spirits
Gift Request Form Online

Now, you can request a gift of 
comfort online!  View sample 
photos of available items and 
complete a short form to make 
your request. Find the details 
and request form at mystandrew.
org.  Type “Creative Spirits” in the 
search box at the top right from 
the home page. 
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Global Mission Team Reconvenes
Needs related to the turmoil in Ukraine were among the topics at a recent meeting of the Global Mission Team, which 
re-convened in March.  Other worthy causes related to our witness in actions and words will be discussed at future 
gatherings.  We give thanks for the leadership of Stan Jackson, who served as team chair since its inception and led 
the GMT in numerous efforts which have advanced the cause of the Gospel and served countless people in need 
around the world.  Thank you, Stan!  Sue Zimmerman now leads the GMT and welcomes your participation.  She can 
be reached at zimmermansue@comcast.net.

Ukraine Relief Efforts
The invasion of Ukraine and the suffering it continues to cause has captured the hearts of people throughout the 
world, including our own church family.  In the days following the invasion, Pastor Hricko visited St. Andrew Ukrainian 
Orthodox Cathedral just south of our building on New Hampshire Avenue and met with their leaders on three 
occasions.  He also visited Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church, located a few miles to our north, to express our 
love, support, prayers, and care.  Since then, other leaders and staff picked up the communication and launched 
our volunteer efforts.  A Prayer Service for Ukraine was held at St. Andrew on March 9 in lieu of our regular mid-
week Lenten worship.  Needed items are being gathered and shipped to Ukraine and Poland for victims of the war, 
including its refugees.  

So far, more than $13,000 has been raised for Ukraine Relief, a significant portion of which will be matched by 
Lutherann World Relief, already at work in the region. On Sunday, April 3, Father Volodymyr Steliac from St. Andrew 
Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral visited with us at 9:30 worship, when Pastor Hricko presented him with a check for 
$5,000, and we will continue to support them with our gifts and volunteer efforts in the months ahead. St. Andrew’s 
Global Mission Team, led by Sue Zimmerman, is coordinating our response going forward. Contact the church office, 
reach out to Sue, or visit our website at mystandrew.org and click on “Relief Efforts for Ukraine” for latest updates on 
the effort as we pray and serve on behalf of the people of Ukraine.  

Social Ministry Update
Throughout the pandemic and ongoing in this time of recovery, St. Andrew’s Social 
MInistry team has remained active in serving those in need around our community.  
In December, our church family and friends once again came through with many 
“snowman” gifts to brighten the holidays for children around the county and also 
supported the C-4 Christmas Toy Closet and the LMS Holiday Meal Drive. In 2022, the 
team has already sponsored an EMEAN collection and the Manna Food Drive, plus 
regular support and food distributions at C-4, deliveries to Orphan Grain train, monthly 
“thrift shop” collections for Lutheran Mission Society, and more! 

As the summer approaches, watch for information about our partnership with Linkages 
to Learning to help local children and families with food, school supplies and other 
needs.  Thanks to the team and all those who helped make these efforts successful, to 
the glory of God! Questions? Contact Social Ministry Chair Carol Petzold at petzold37@
gmail.com. 
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At its first meeting of 2022, St. Andrew’s Board of Directors re-elected Glen 
Harvell to serve as board chair, elected Mitch Glazier to be its vice-chair, and 
appointed Bruce Winter to continue his service as our congregational treasurer. 
The board also welcomed new member Rachel Jackson to the team.  

More recently, Goals and Targets (objectives) for the next 18-24 months were 
generated by the staff under Pastor Hricko’s leadership and were presented to 
the board for its blessing.  In the coming months, the Board of Directors will be 
scheduling a Members Meeting to provide further updates and invite feedback 
to our ongoing plans and discussion about both short- and long-term visions for 
the mission and ministry of our congregation.  

In May, St. Andrew will be represented at the 39th Convention of the Southeastern 
District of our denomination by Pastoral Delegate Nicholas Gonzalez and Lay 
Delegate Glen Harvell. Due to COVID precautions in place at the time the 
convention was being planned, many of the proceedings will be online and a 
shorter in-person session in Richmond, Virginia will include elections and action 
on resolutions. Pastor Hricko had been nominated for a role in district leadership 
but prayerfully declined the nomination.

First Holy Communion Class

Board of Directors Highlights

                          Sundays, May 8 - June 5
                12:30 – 1:15 pm

                 for children in Grades 4-6
                  Does your child express an interest in or 

                 curiosity about Holy Communion? 
If so, he or she may be ready to learn more and prepare to partake in this Holy 
Sacrament. Children in grades 4–6 are eligible to participate in this 5-week class, 
designed to instruct children in the historical origins, theology and practice 
of Holy Communion. Participants will be expected to do some homework in 
preparation for class, and complete an essay afterward based on the course of 
study. Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon for those present, prior to the start of 
class. Upon completion of the class, participants will celebrate their First Holy 
Communion on Sunday, June 12.   Get the link for details and to register online 
at mystandrew.org/events-calendar. Questions? Contact Robyn Howland at 
rhowland@mystandrew.org or 301-437-3634.

Donate & Loan for VBS
Help the VBS team transform our space to this year’s southwestern theme!  
Contact Marianne Lohr at mariannelcsa@verizon.net to arrange your donation 
or loan. Please label loaned items with your name and contact information 
to ensure they can be returned. Needed items include: large appliance-size 
boxes, carpet tubes, tents (1- or 2-person), Christmas tree stands, cactus (real 
or artificial, larger the better), gold or yellow fabric, toy snakes and lizards, paper 
plates (dinner size), paint stirrers, Ram Board (from Home Depot or Lowes), 
mountain bikes (can be old, non-operational, to use as  props only). 

VBS
June 27 – July 1

Age 3 – Grade 5
At Monumental VBS, we’ll go “off-
road” for an amazing adventure 
through the colorful canyons and 
sun-baked trails of the American 
southwest. Exploring God’s 
awesome power and creation will 
help kids build a rock-solid faith 
for the road ahead, no matter 
what comes their way!

Everyone at Monumental 
VBS will get a “grand new” 

perspective!

“Early Bird” Discount:
Register & Pay by MAY 1

to receive $5 off per child!

Volunteers 
Needed too ...

Adults & Teens! 
SSL Hours Available

Get Details, Register &
Volunteer ONLINE

at mystandrew.org.
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Amharic Outreach

New Parking Lot Completed!
For the third time since our arrival at New Hampshire Avenue at Norwood Road in 
2008, St. Andrew has added additional parking to our church campus.  

Our new parking lot on the north side of our church facility is now complete and 
open! While the surrounding fencing will remain in place until the county approves 
its removal, the 51 additional spaces are there for our use.  Construction, which 
began in August, was delayed by rainy weather, but came to completion in October.  
And thanks to the generosity of our members and friends, the project was fully 
funded through the Above & Beyond Gift Program.  

As many pre-pandemic worshipers recall, St. Andrew would run out of parking 
before we ran out of seating in the sanctuary on days when attendance was 
especially high. Our new parking lot will help alleviate the need to park on the 
driveways or roadways as more members return to worship and we welcome more 
guests to join our church family. Our thanks again to all who supported the parking 
lot expansion with your efforts, prayers, and gifts! The photo of this chalk writing 
found on our new parking lot says it all!

By God’s grace, our Amharic Outreach continues to serve Amharic speaking people who live throughout the area.  In fact, 
it’s also reaching people who have come from Ethiopia and Eritrea, but speak languages other an Amharic, which has led 
to a plan for renaming and rebranding our mission to reflect even greater multi-ethnic outreach than we first imagined.

Under the leadership of Mengesha Gella, our outreach mission gathers groups of participants online and in-person 
throughout the week, but primarily on Friday evenings for worship, fellowship, and Bible study for children of all ages.  On 
Saturday, classes for children and adults along with recreation for kids are the entry point for some families who are then 
invited to participate in the word and worship ministry on Friday evening.  Sunday afternoon following our 11 am service 
is a time for informal fellowship and conversation that sometimes extends into the early evening.  Online Bible studies are 
held at other times for children, teens, and adults. Our outreach ministry is also busy producing music and worship videos, 
some of which have received tens of thousands of views throughout the world! Watch for a sample, coming soon!

If you’d like to get an even better picture of those whose lives are being touched by this mission, visit Lutheran Church of 
St. Andrew Outreach Ministries on Facebook or click on Amharic Outreach Ministry from the Ministries tab at the top of 
our homepage at mystandrew.org.  Lots of photos and a schedule of activities can be found there. 

Wednesday, May 18 from 1 – 6 pm
The blood supply is low and the need is 
great!  Your donation could save a life. 
Visit mystandrew.org/events-calendar 
to find St. Andrew’s drive and make 
an appointment online. Eat  before 
you come and drink plenty of fluids in 
the 24 hours prior to donating. During 
the pandemic, we had several drives 
that resulted in record donations. 
Let’s keep the momentum going!  
Questions? Contact Jeanine McGrath 
at jeaninemcgrath@gmail.com.

Blood Drive
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Mark Your Calendar!
Sunday, May 15 

Celebration of Pastor Mark’s 25th Ministry Anniversary
beginning at 5:00 pm.

Sunday, June 19
Juneteenth Celebration 

including special worship, music and meal event! 

Watch for details, coming soon! 



15300 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20905

The LuTheran ChurCh of

ST. ANDREW
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday at
8:00 & 9:30 am – Traditional
11:00 am – Contemporary Praise
Monday at 7:00 pm

301-384-4394 
mystandrew.org

KINGDOM KIDS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Sunday, September 1 
Backpack Blessing

Saturday, September 7 
Back to school “bash” on the Lawn - All 

Welcome! 


