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Dear Friends,
“Are you all the way back?”  That’s a question I frequently hear these days from 
fellow pastors, friends, and members of sister churches in places near and far 
as they ask about the ministry of St. Andrew.  So far, my answer is typically “No, 
but we’re getting there!”

Though we are not back to our pre-pandemic worship attendance, we’re 
getting there! Though Vacation Bible School took place in August instead of 
June with capacity limited to fewer children than we would normally serve, it 
did happen, to the glory of God!  Meanwhile, more in-person gatherings for 
children, youth and adults are taking place.  Other ministries and initiatives 
that were put on hold last year are resuming.  And plans for the future, for the 
most part, are looking more and more like they did prior to March of last year.

Together with Pastor González, our staff and congregational leaders, I encourage 
you to read on to discover more of the ways we’re getting there in our journey 
all the way back to our pre-pandemic ministry and on to the future God has 
in store for us as a community of faith.  I also encourage you to pray for our 
congregation, that we might emerge from a tragic ordeal stronger and even 
more joyful, welcoming, and determined to minister to the world around us. 

Some precautions are still being taken and we’re still missing a number of 
faithful worshipers.  More of our fellow citizens need to be vaccinated and, 
given recent news, we aren’t yet at the point of having the COVID-19 pandemic 
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fade from our memories.  But, by 
God’s grace, we’re getting there, 
and I look forward to welcoming 
more and more of our members 
and friends back to church and to 
our work together for the greatest 
cause in the world!

The Lord be with you+

Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko
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Pastor Hricko Receives Honorary Degree
Last March, an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree was granted to 
Pastor Hricko by the Board of Regents of Concordia College, New York.  Since 
Concordia’s Spring Commencement was virtual due to COVID restrictions, 
Concordia President John Nunes traveled to St. Andrew and presided over the 
conferral of the degree in a brief ceremony attended by Pastor Hricko’s family, 
a small group of church leaders, colleagues, and Concordia alumni.  Pastor 
González served as Master of Ceremonies.
The Doctor of Humane Letters is awarded to those recognized for service in 
areas of philosophy, education, science, religion, or theology. As a part of 
the ceremony, President Nunes shared numerous professional and personal 
accomplishments that prompted Pastor Hricko’s selection for this honor. Find 
links to view Pastor Hricko’s full biography and video highlights of the ceremony 
on our website at mystandrew.org/people/mark-hricko. 
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Wednesdays, September 22-November 10
Dinner at 6:00 pm

Groups & Classes 6:30 - 7:40 pm
Closing on “Common Ground” at 7:45 pm

Now those who believed were of one heart and soul, 
and had all things in common. Acts 2:32

Common Ground, St. Andrew’s mid-week adult education and fellowship 
opportunity, will return this fall with dinner followed by a selection of classes 

and presentations to nurture our spiritual growth and life together.   

Fall Offerings Will Include: 
• The Tabernacle – Learn about this portable worship space that housed 

the legendary Ark of the Covenant and its significance and use by the 
children of Israel as they journeyed to the Promised Land. There’s more 
to it than you think!  (9/22-29)  

• Gather at the Shepherd’s Table – Since 1983, grass-roots organization 
Shepherd’s Table has been responding to the needs of the hungry and 
homeless in Montgomery County, with the support of faith communities 
like St. Andrew.  Fellow member and Shepherd’s Table Executive Director 
Manny Hidalgo will speak about ST’s mission and work. (9/22)

• Churches of the Revelation – The late first-century church in Asia Minor 
faced pressures that included economic and social exclusion, loss of 
employment, boycotts, complacency and moral compromise.  It was during 
this time that the letters to the seven churches of the book of Revelation 
provided God’s promises, warnings, and commands to persevere.  Join 
this 4-week Bible study for a review of God’s letters to the churches and a 
discussion of how we can apply them to life today.   (10/6-27)

• Faith Walk Membership Information Seminar – From our understanding of 
the sacraments to the meaning of our worship to how we read the Bible, 
join this 5-session opportunity to discover or rediscover the ways in which 
God works in our individual lives and in the community of St. Andrew.  Faith 
Walk is for folks who may be interested in joining St. Andrew, members 
who’d like a refresher, and others who are simply curious.  (9/29-10/27)

• Bridge Builders – Born during the pandemic, Bridge Builders is a group 
focused on answering God’s call to reconciliation, justice, and service for 
all.  Lessons from history and immediate opportunities can inform our 
commitment to this vital ministry.  Come and hear about what’s happening 
with Bridge Builders. You may be inspired to get involved! (11/3-10)

• Lectio Divina – Partake in this ancient, contemplative method of 
encountering scripture that is forever refreshing and new. Each week, we’ll 
focus on an individual scripture passage with guidance to help us reflect on 
the ways it speaks to us. Those who’ve practiced lectio divina often report 
discovering new things, even in familiar passages, as God’s word comes 
alive. (9/22-11/10)

• Faith Sharing: Invitation and Challenge – Have you ever invited another 
person to explore our faith?  If so, how did it go?  If not, how can you get 
ready and be comfortable enough to do it when an opportunity presents 
itself?  Enjoy this brief 2-session introduction to the Biblical foundations 
and challenges for inviting someone and helping them in their walk with 
God.  (11/3-10)

           Get details, register and reserve childcare at mystandrew.org.

Common Ground Returns
In Person

Bible Studies & 
Small Groups

Sunday
The Acts of the Apostles

9:30 am – Ongoing
Room LL115, Ken Austin

The Gospel of Luke
9:30 am – Begins 9/12

Creative Arts Room LL & Zoom
Anne & Bill Harpster

Tuesday
Men’s Small Group 

Paul for Everyone: Romans, Part I 
7:30 am – Begins in September

Living Room, Jim Abeles

Rogate Circle for Women
Bible Study & Crafts

3rd Tuesday of the Month, 10:00 am
Wellspring Center LL, Karen Matthiesen 

Wednesday
Women’s Study

9:30 am – Begins in September
Wellspring Center LL, Robyn Howland 

Common Ground
6:30 pm – Begins 9/22

Various Groups & Classes, Commons 

Weekly Lutheran Hour Devotion
8:15 pm – Ongoing

Virtual, Email Ken Austin to join.
keaustin@verizon.net

Contact  
the church office 

to connect with a leader, 
get details,and register.
office@mystandrew.org 

301-384-4394
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HealtH & Wellness

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-2727

or mtollefson@mystandrew.org

From Our Faith Community Nurse ...
It’s wonderful to be worshiping and doing in-person ministry with more of 
you these days! I am grateful for so many of you who generously helped 
our community in a variety of ways during these many months of the public 
health crisis.  In particular, I want to thank Jeanine McGrath, who serves with 
me in faith community nursing, for coordinating Safeway vaccine clinics here 
at St. Andrew, and to the many volunteers who participated in these life-
saving clinics this spring. 

I also want to share news of another volunteer faith community nurse in 
our midst, joining Jeanine, Leslie Hollowell and me: dedicated parishioner 
Lenore Ammons, who took the Foundations in Parish Nursing course and is 
now “officially” qualified to join us in the work of this ministry. Lenore has 
been especially helpful in procuring staples for our Food Closet, coordinating 
distribution to needy families, and assisting with our medical supply closet, 
which has been a rich blessing! Lenore and Leslie will also be helping with 
home communions to the many parishioners who are still homebound at 
this point.

Are you willing to help?  We are always seeking volunteers to join our call 
team, care/visitation group, and transportation ministry. Small gestures can 
bring great blessings to the giver and the recipient!  Prayerfully consider how 
you can help and let me know.  There is a place for you in our ministry! 

COVID Vaccine Clinics a Success at St. Andrew 
Through a partnership with Safeway, we were blessed to hold Pfizer 
vaccine clinics at St. Andrew in April and May that resulted in almost 900 
fully-vaccinated members, friends, and neighbors. Coordinated by Jeanine 
McGrath, a member of our faith community nursing team, the clinics were 
a massive undertaking that required a large crew of dedicated volunteers, 
a number of whom helped on several Saturdays. Special thanks to Jeanine 
for her tireless efforts and to Safeway Pharmacist Fadia Kinkel, who helped 
facilitate the selection of St. Andrew as a mass vaccination site and was 
committed to making each clinic a success, just three short weeks after 
losing her own brother and sister to COVID-19.

Many expressed gratitude for this 
opportunity to receive vaccine 
protection for themselves, family 
members and friends. In the words of 
one parishioner, “Everything was run 
so efficiently, it made the process easy. 
I know this doesn’t happen without the 
dedication of many individuals working 
together as a team. Thanks to you all!”  

Creative Spirits:         
A Care Ministry

Imagine the blessing of giving 
someone you know a very special 
gift of faith in the midst of their 
experience with illness, grief or 
another major life challenge. Creative 
Spirits Ministry gathers a variety of 
faith-based arts and crafts created 
by members who knit, sew, work 
in wood, clay, photography, and 
more. Share the healing comfort 
of a handmade shawl, the feel of a 
handsome handmade pen inscribed 
with a message of faith, or a joyful 
tote bag filled with items for children. 

These are just a 
few of the many 
gifts available. Each 
gift has a spiritual 
meaning and is free of 
charge and available 
for anyone in need. 

Contact Faith Community Nurse 
Marilee Tollefson to learn more about 
Creative Spirits or request a gift for a 
loved one. 

I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.   
I pray that, according to the riches of His glory, He may grant that you may be strengthened 

in your inner being with power through His Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love ... Ephesians 3:14-17
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CHildren’s Ministry

Kingdom Kids has been back in 
person since July and it’s off to a 
great start! The fall session will kick 
off with Rally Day on Sunday, 
September 12.  After classes from 
9:30-10:30, Rally Day festivities will 
begin outdoors around 11:00 am 

with lots of games, a picnic lunch and even a chance to DUNK THE PASTOR!   
Pastor G and our high school youth will be there and we hope to raise a few 
dollars to help them get to the National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX next 
summer. Invite friends to come have some fun and get a taste of Kingdom 
Kids and St. Andrew too! 

If your children haven’t tried Kingdom Kids yet, now is the time to begin! 
All children from age 3-Grade 6 are welcome to join the fun and learning 
from 9:30-10:30 every Sunday morning starting September 12. Pre-Ks begin 
in Room 122.  Children K -Grade 6 begin and end in Room 118, but break into 
small groups by grade level in between. Parent and adult volunteers are always 
needed, and we hope you will consider serving in this way.  No experience or 
preparation is needed - just a desire to share God’s love!  Questions? Contact 
Chrysty Hyder at chyder@mystandrew.org.

PRESCHOOLnews
We’re back!  We were very thankful to make it through a successful, COVID-free 
(but very unusual) 2020 school year with several classes in person and one class 
online, but we are ready to get things back to some semblance of “normal.” 
Now, more than ever, children need structured learning and time with other 
children.  Teaching kids to trust God in all circumstances is a valuable lesson 
that hits home more with each passing day! This fall we are offering two Pre-K 
classes;  two 3’s classes; and two Beginners classes (for 2.5 year olds).  All classes 
can be held at maximum capacity.

As of early August, our enrollment was at 86%.  We are grateful, and hopeful 
that we will be fully enrolled by September.  Please spread the word to friends 
and neighbors to help us fill the remaining spots!  Details and forms can be 
found at mystandrew.org/preschool.  Questions? Contact LiaMai Puskar at 
preschool@mystandrew.org or 301-384-2660. 

We’re looking forward to a fun autumn, complete with a Chick-fil-A fundraiser on 
Tuesday, November 9, from 5-8 pm, at the Olney location. Mark your calendars 
and please come out to support our Preschool!

Thanks to preschool dad Tom Tarr who 
built this truck to be used as a lending 

library. Our preschool families are 
amazing!

Children’s Choir: Calling All Kids!Children’s Choir: Calling All Kids!
The Children’s Choir will resume weekly rehearsals on Sunday, 
September 19 from 10:30 - 11:15 a.m. in the Wellspring Center, 
Lower Level. The choir is targeted to children in grades 2-6, but 
age exceptions can be made depending on each child’s interest and  
readiness.   The choir performs in worship about once a month. 
Questions? Contact Children’s Choir Director Ashley Kirkpatrick at 
akirkpatrick@mystandrew.org.

Rocky Railway VBS Success 
Thanks to Children’s Ministry Director 
Robyn Howland and a dedicated team 
of volunteers, over 170 kids enjoyed a 
safe week on the “Rocky Railway” filled 
with music, games, fun and learning 
about how “Jesus’ power pulls us 
through!”  After several COVID-related 
delays, it was a blessing to finally bring 
together children from our church and 
community for this gospel outreach.  
We are grateful to all who helped with 
preparation, decorating, and ministry 
during the week of August 2-6 for the 
many hours of hard work and prayers 
that made it possible, to the glory of 
God!   
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soCial Ministry
With Grateful Hearts … 
As we look toward fall service 
opportunities, we pause to say thanks 
to all those who supported social and 
community ministry projects over the 
past months.
Thanks to volunteers who helped 
distribute food on Fridays at the 
C-4 Clothes Closet. Through the ups 
and downs 
of COVID 
p r o t o c o l s 
and extremes 
in weather, 
your faithful 
service has been appreciated.  We are 
seeking additional helpers to expand 
this ministry by adding a Tuesday 
distribution.  Contact Carol Petzold to 
express interest. 

Thanks to all the generous donors to 
the July School Supplies Drive, which 
funded supplies for over 110 Linkages 
to Learning students at Kemp Mill and 
Greencastle Elementary Schools, and 
others in need around our church 
community. Thanks to Mary Ann 
Rydland for once again coordinating 
this successful project. 

Lutheran Mission Society
“Thrift Shop” Collections
September 26 & October 24

Thanks to all who donated gently 
used clothing and household goods 
for the monthly Lutheran Mission 
Society Thrift Shop Collections. Margie 
Davis and crew facilitated curbside 
collections during COVID, which 
kept the ministry going at a critical 
time. The effort continues on the 4th 
Sunday of the month. Upcoming dates 
are September 26 and October 24.  
Donations must be in closed boxes or 
tied bags.  

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

And Special Thanks
to the team who put on the August 11 
Benefit Dinner & Concert to support 
C-4 (Colesville Council of Community 
Congregations). Stan Jackson and the 
kitchen crew provided a delicious 
meal, and Greg Twombley and a host of 
talented musicians “rocked the house” 
to raise funds that will help our local 
community tremendously, particularly 
with school supplies and holiday gifts 
for needy families.  Thanks to all who 
attended and donated!

Music Ministry
Love to Make Music? 

Use your gifts & passion to serve 
God and others  as you enjoy 

teamwork, fellowship and fun!
Share your gifts to praise the Lord 
and enhance worship for your fellow 
members.  Experience is helpful, but 
not necessary. To learn more and 
get connected:

 � Contemporary Praise Choir  
The 11:00 am Praise Choir is 
seeking singers of all types, 
from soprano to bass, and 
soloist to shower singer. No 
experience is necessary. Fun 
is mandatory! Questions? 
Contact Riki Schoppert at 
rschoppert@mystandrew.
org.

 � Traditional Choir performs 
a variety of traditional and 
modern choral music at 9:30 
am worship services, holidays 
and at special services from 
September through May/
June. 

 � Handbell Ringers Can you 
hold a bell and count to 4 
(maybe 6)? Then we need 
you! Please consider joining 
this fun musical ministry. The 
handbell choir performs about 
once each month at 8:00 & 
9:30 worship, on holidays 
and at special services from 
September through May/
June. 

Everyone is welcome to be a part of 
our music ministry and fellowship! 
Experience is a plus, but even if 
you just have the passion, let’s talk 
about how you can help. To learn 
more about traditional choir or 
handbells, contact Ruth Heilman at 
rheilman@mystandrew.org. 

Looking ahead ...
October 

Shelter Project
This fall, St. Andrew will once again 
support the Community Based 
Shelter for women in Rockville 
by providing breakfast items and 
some other supplies throughout  
the month of October.  

Watch for a 
sign-up table in 
the Commons 

coming later this 
month and please 

be generous 
to support the 

project!

If you can’t shop but would still 
like to help, donate funds to buy 
supplies by check or online. Specify 
“Shelter Project” in the OTHER 
blank on our secure payment page 
or on your check or envelope. 
Questions? Contact Evelyn 
Doermann at emdoermann@
gmail.com or 410-300-1027.
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CHurCH news
New Member Welcoming

Sunday, September 26
We give thanks for the opportunity 
we will soon have to finally welcome 
those who joined our fellowship just 
before and during the time of the 
pandemic. Praise God, our church 
was growing in membership even 
then!  If you have been worshiping 
and participating with us online 
or in person and feel ready to take 
the step to membership, we would 
feel blessed to welcome you, too!  
Contact Director of Communications 
Barbara Wahlbrink at bwahlbrink@
mystandrew.org to express interest 
or get more information.   

Monday Night 
Worship Reopens

As of July 19, all four of St. Andrew’s 
“weekend” services were back on 
the weekly schedule! If plans or 
commitments keep you away from 
church on Sunday, come on Monday 
evenings at 7 pm for an intimate 
service of worship, including the 
weekly message, a celebration of 
Holy Communion, and fellowship in 
the Commons.

Online Ministry 
Continues

“Sunday Word + Song” is a 
recorded offering released online 
each Tuesday that includes the 

weekly message, foundational 
scripture and musical highlights 
of the past weekend’s services, in 
both traditional and contemporary 
versions.  Find these and all recordings 
on our website at “Sermons & 
More” or on St. Andrew’s Vimeo and 
YouTube channels.  Sermons are also 
available on our “Words to Live By” 
podcast which can be found on your 
favorite podcast site.  
O Come, let us worship the Lord!  

Psalm 95:6

Held every three years, our denomination’s National Youth Gathering provides 
thousands of teens and adults the opportunity to come together as a community 
of God’s people and be encouraged in their walk with Jesus. During the five days 
of the Gathering, youth spend time together in God’s Word, and in worship, 
service, and fellowship with others from across the nation.  The 2022 Gathering 
will be held next July in Houston, Texas. 

St. Andrew’s Pastor Nick González will be leading a 
group of SALTeens (St. Andrew Lutheran Teens) to 
the Gathering, and he is also serving in an important 
planning role on its Mosaic Leadership Team, which 
will help to highlight and encourage racial and 
cultural diversity within the family of God. Pastor 
Nick recently attended a three-day Mosaic planning 
meeting in Houston.  Watch for upcoming SALTeens 
fund raisers and be generous to support the youth 
who will participate. The memory of this powerful 
and unique spiritual experience can last a lifetime! 

First Holy Communion Class
Sundays, September 19 – October 17

12:30 – 1:15 pm
for children in Grades 4-6

Does your child express an interest in or 
curiosity about Holy Communion? 

 If so, he or she may be ready to learn more and prepare to 
partake in this Holy Sacrament. Children in grades 4–6 are eligible to participate 
in this 5-week class, designed to instruct children in the historical origins, 
theology and practice of Holy Communion. Participants will be expected to 
do some homework in preparation for class, and complete an essay afterward 
based on the course of study. Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon for those 
present, prior to the start of class. Upon completion of the class, participants 
will celebrate their First Holy Communion on Sunday, October 24.  

To enroll, register online at mystandrew.org. Questions? Contact Robyn 
Howland at rhowland@mystandrew.org or 301-437-3634 or contact the church 
office.

Pastor González Serves on Mosaic Team



8

September 2021 Volume 72 Issue 2  

Amharic Outreach

Parking Lot Expansion Happening Now

With the generous support of our members and by action of our Board of Directors, a pre-pandemic project initiated 
in 2019 to expand St. Andrew’s parking capacity is coming to fruition!   The building of forty-five new parking spaces 
on the north side of our church facility is in process now and will soon be ready to serve worshipers on Sundays, major 
holidays, and other occasions.

Why now? Though worship services were suspended for six months during the pandemic, expanded parking was 
clearly needed prior to that time, not only to serve our current members and 
friends, but to accommodate continued growth.  While we haven’t yet reached 
our pre-pandemic worship attendance, we are clearly trending in that direction 
and trust the day will come soon. Also, the permit for which we had previously 
applied to build the lot expires next year. Given rising costs and the uncertain 
outcome of re-application at a later date, our leaders determined that going 
forward now represents faithful and responsible stewardship of our resources. 
Moreover, while several generous Above & Beyond contributions have been 
designated specifically toward the parking lot, there are sufficient undesignated 
gifts to “use where needed” that will enable us to finance the construction 
without increasing debt.  For that, our leaders give thanks to all contributors for 
faithfulness and generosity as we take this step forward for the sake of our mission and ministry now and in the years 
ahead.  Since undesignated gifts to Above & Beyond will be significantly reduced by the completion of the parking lot 
project, your continued gifts are encouraged to support future ministry needs as they arise.

Our hearts were filled with great joy on April 26 as Mengesha Shibru Gella, Director of 
Amharic Outreach, had a joyful reunion with his family upon their arrival from Ethiopia at 
Dulles International Airport after several long years apart.  On the following Sunday, our 
congregation joined to welcome Mengesha’s wife, Meron, and their three young children, 
Zoe, Brook, and Micah.  As the family adjusts to their new life in Maryland and among us at 
St. Andrew, let’s surround them with a bond of love and prayers for God’s blessing on our life 
and ministry together.

Like many other ministries, Amharic Outreach continued online through the COVID-19  
pandemic with weekly Bible studies and other meetings for children, youth, and adults.  And 
like other ministries, it is coming back to life in person now with some in-person gatherings 
and classes resuming, and more are planned!  

Exciting Things are Happening:

 � A brief orientation and outdoor get-together for kids and parents was held on 
Saturday, July 24, including a BBQ, play and fellowship time.

 � Friday Kids’ Bible Study began in person on July 23.

 � Fellowship time following 11:00 Worship is ongoing.

 � Saturday Program for children began August 7 from 2-6 pm. Over 60 kids are 
registered for Amharic language classes, piano lessons, guitar lessons and 
soccer practice!

And in the midst of his other duties, Mengesha is also preparing for graduate study in cross cultural ministry by updating 
his application to Concordia University, Irvine CA in partnership with Concordia Seminary, St. Louis. By God’s grace, this 
course of study will eventually lead to Mengesha’s ordination.

We look forward to celebrating Mengesha’s installation as St. Andrew’s Director of Amharic Outreach in the coming 
weeks and will announce details soon. We rejoice in this new beginning and pray for Mengesha, his family, and our 
ministry together in Christ! Questions? Contact Mengesha Shibru Gella at mengesha@mystandrew.org. 
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Craft Ministry News
Holiday Craft Fair is Returning

Saturday, November 6
We all missed last year’s Craft Fair due to COVID, but it’s back 
for 2021 as usual, on the first Saturday in November from 9:00 
am-2:00 pm. Some of our faithful volunteers will be traveling 
in Italy that weekend – so we’ll be looking for NEW volunteers 
to help out!  Prayerfully consider joining the team! 

Now is the Time to finish up projects you may be working on 
and bring them in for inventory and pricing.  And sort through 
your vintage “treasures” for donations to Grandma’s Attic.  
Only the most special will do - glassware, silver, jewelry and 
gently used toys. No clothing, please!  No books except chil-
dren’s and coffee table books in great condition. 

Borrow a Sewing Machine! We have 
machines for loan to anyone who has a 
home project they would like to make 
for the fair. Just ask! 

Do you Enjoy Creating with Paper? 
We have plenty of supplies available 
and seek those willing to help with card making, paper crafts, 
and scrapbooking items to be sold at the fair. 

Get a “Sneak Peek” at craft items and Grandma’s Attic trea-
sures at the Craft Ministry table at the Sandy Spring VFD Flea 
Market on the St. Andrew parking lot, Saturday September 11 
from 8 am – 1 pm.

Prayerfully consider using your creativity to serve God and 
support our Craft ministry! To learn more and get involved, 
contact Craft Ministry Chair Sue Scherer at susan.quilts@
comcast.net.

Lutheran Women in Mission
The Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) met in national 
convention June 24-27 in Lexington, KY. Three members 
of our church family attended -- Nancy Kichak, Karen 
Matthiesen and Claudia Jacobson.  The delegates 
elected officers, approved 28 mission grants, adopted 
a mission goal of $2.15 million for the 2021-2023 
biennium, and heard reports about LWML-funded work 
around the world. There were also many opportunities 
for Bible study, worship, and fellowship.

Thanks to our St. Andrew family for the faithful donations 
to support our national and Chesapeake District LWML 
mission grants during the pandemic. Offerings were 
received through the Chesapeake District LWML 
website (www.lwmlchesapeake.org) and gifts placed in 
the Mite Box at the Welcome Center in the Commons. 
We look forward to your continued support. For more 
information on donating mites, mission grants or the 
convention, contact Edi Collis at edithcollis@hotmail.
com.   

Offering Envelopes
Please Update Your Preference

Offering envelopes are ordered each fall at a cost per 
packet that includes the custom printing of giving 
numbers. If you prefer electronic giving and no longer 
need envelopes printed with your giving number, 
please notify the office with an email, a call or a note 
in the offering plate no later than October 4. Electronic 
givers maintain their giving account number which can 
be found on quarterly statements, and cash or check 
donations will be credited to the giver’s account through 
use of this number. Questions? Contact Debbie Snyder 
at 301-384-4394 x224 or dsnyder@mystandrew.org.

 

For the past several years, St. Andrew has been blessed to partner with and support the Christian ministry of Bethania 
Kids and its mission to “bring hope and wholeness to orphaned, abandoned, disabled, and destitute children in India.”  

The needs in India are always great but the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the situation dramatically. The number 
of orphans has grown.  Children have suffered more from malnutrition, displacement, and loss of education.  All of these 
have created a flood of spiritual, physical, medical, and psychological needs.

We have assured Bethania leaders that St. Andrew is once again ready to respond with prayers and with a church-wide 
giving opportunity to support the restart and positioning of the ministry to meet the current situation.  Learn more at 
bethaniakids.org and prayerfully consider how you can help. Pastor Hricko and Bethania North American Board Chair 
and fellow St. Andrew member Larry Zimmerman (zimmerman.larry@comcast.net) are ready to hear from you! 

Watch for details on St. Andrew’s giving campaign for Bethania, coming soon. 

Update:
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 Smart Giving Ideas from Your Financial Education Team
More and more members are supercharging their gifts to St. Andrew by using tax-wise strategies 

that allow them to save on taxes and, as a result, be more generous in giving to God’s mission.  

Consider These Tax-Saving Strategies:

$   Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD’s)
People 70 ½ or older can give required minimum distributions from their IRAs by making them “qualified charitable 
distributions”. One requirement is that distributions must be made directly from the IRA plan administrator to the 
charity. These distributions can be used to create a charitable fund that supports the church and other nonprofits, or 
can be given directly to the church. People making the gift avoid recognizing IRA distributions as income while meeting 
required minimum distribution requirements. Up to $100K can be given annually.

$   Donor Advised Funds
Donors can easily create a charitable investment account with a financial services company (such as Fidelity, Vanguard, 
or the LCMS Foundation) that provides for an immediate tax deduction.  These funds will likely grow in value in future 
years, and the donor then directs gifts to charities at the times of their choosing.

$   Giving Appreciated Securities
If you own securities that have appreciated in value, you can gift these securities to St. Andrew and receive a tax 
deduction for the current day value.  Using this strategy, you would not pay any income tax on the gain in value.

$   Limited Charitable Deduction for Those Who Don’t Itemize
For the 2021 tax year, you can claim an above-the-line deduction for up to $300 of cash contributions to IRS-approved 
charities. This temporary COVID-19 tax relief measure was included in the CARES Act. “Above-the-line” means you 
can take the write-off whether you itemize deductions or not. That helps the estimated 87% of filers who the IRS says 
claim the standard deduction instead of itemizing. The $300 deduction limit applies equally to unmarried individuals 
and is doubled to $600 for married couples who file joint tax returns for 2021.

THANKS, Thanks, thanks ...
for all the notes of appreciation, gratitude and love that came through our doors and inboxes during these last 18 months! 
Although we don’t have space to print them all, please know that they were shared widely among those who provided the 
prayers, meals, gifts, cards, visits, deliveries, and more. The family of God is alive and well and sharing Christ’s love daily 
at St. Andrew!  

Dear St. Andrew Friends, 
I love our church family! I felt so surrounded by love and compassion during Ron's illness and at his passing. It was truly a 
testament to Christian caring! Thank you for all the cards, calls, and emails over those months.  A special shout-out to the 
Cantate Domino choir for the beautiful anthem at the Celebration of Life, and to Ruth and Greg for the wonderful "New 
Orleans-style" send-off. I know Ron heard and loved every note! Many thanks to Marie Jackson and everyone who helped 
with the reception.  I feel blessed to be a part of this community! Thank you all. Edi Collis

General Emmanuel Maganga Called to Glory
Former St. Andrew member and Tanzanian Retired Brigadier General Emmanuel 
Maganga passed away on January 22, 2021 in Tabora, Tanzania  and was buried 
in his hometown, Turiani, Morogoro on January 25.  After retiring from military 
service, General Maganga was appointed Kigoma Regional Commissioner of 
The United Republic of Tanzania.  His career included a tour of duty as military 
attaché to the Embassy of Tanzania in Washington, DC.  During that time, he 
and his wife, Love, and their children were a faithful presence at St. Andrew, 
where Pastor Hricko presided at a marriage vow renewal in celebration of their  
25th wedding anniversary.  May God comfort the Maganga family and all who 
mourn.
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15300 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20905

The LuTheran ChurCh of

ST. ANDREW

ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

   Follow these easy steps… 
• Worship with us regularly!

• Explore the ministry and 
  participate in Faith Walk 101 

Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing  
for your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism. 

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or at 
mystandrew.org/contact. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to help you 
find the answers you seek. 

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday at
8:00 & 9:30 am – Traditional
11:00 am – Contemporary Praise
Monday at 7:00 pm

301-384-4394 
mystandrew.org

KINGDOM KIDS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Sunday, September 1 
Backpack Blessing

Saturday, September 7 
Back to school “bash” on the Lawn - All 

Welcome! 

Rally Day &
KingDom KiDs sunDay school

Begins

September 12
Fun for kids! Fun for all!

Picnic, games, and dunk the pastor!

Day of Recognition & 
thanKsgiving              
September 19

We will give thanks for those who served  
in special ways during the pandemic.

new memBeR welcoming

September 26
Come to meet and greet the 

newest members of our church family.  
If you have been worshiping and participating at St. Andrew 

and feel ready for membership,  
we would love to include you in the celebration! 

Contact Barbara Wahlbrink at bwahlbrink@mystandrew.org.

Mark Your Calendar 
for these 

Special Sundays! 


