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In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

As I think about the times in which we’re living, one of Martin Luther’s famous 
quotes, and one of my frequently shared favorites, comes to mind:

This life therefore is not righteousness, but growth in righteousness, not health, 
but healing, not being but becoming, not rest but exercise. We are not yet what 
we shall be, but we are growing toward it, the process is not yet finished, but it is 
going on, this is not the end, but it is the road.

Like you, I wish that we were at the end of the pandemic, that our social and 
political tensions were resolved, and that we were all back at St. Andrew enjoying 
the Lord together, welcoming new friends, singing out, and then listening to the 
loud chatter coming from a crowded Commons on a Sunday morning. But this is 
not the end. It is the road. In Luther’s words, “the process is not yet finished, but 
it is going on.”

Implicit in the sentiments of a brilliant and deeply flawed champion of God’s 
grace, was Luther’s awareness that in the rough and tumble journey of life, 
God is with us. He is teaching us things if we have eyes to see and ears to hear.  
And like the children of Israel finally made it to the land of promise after years 
in the desert, often questioning and complaining, we keep going forward, not 
being, but becoming what God wants us to be, trusting in Him all the way to the 
promised land by way of the cross and an empty tomb.

Lent is coming. It begins on February 17. Lent, too, is a journey. And it is a time, 
not to rest, but to exercise our faith. Curiously, I’m not exactly sure how Lent will 
go at St. Andrew this year given the changing circumstances in which we find 
ourselves. But I know that it will come and it will lead us to Easter. I also know 
that the people of St. Andrew are living illustrations of Luther’s famous words, as 
you keep moving our ministry forward in so many ways, some of which you can 
read about in this newsletter.

Continued on page 2
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Pastor Nick and I give thanks that the 
Spirit has sent us to St. Andrew to make 
that journey with you, even in these 
desert-like days. We wish you a blessed 
Lent as we exercise our faith and travel 
its road together to once again find our 
rest in Jesus.

The Lord be with you+

In Christ, your brother,
  

Pastor Hricko
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!

• Explore the ministry and  
  participate in Faith Walk 101 

Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors and 
other ministry leaders, these 
sessions offer the opportunity 
to explore the Lutheran faith, 
learn more about our St. 
Andrew community, and get to 
know others who are on the 
same path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another faith 
community, contact the church 
office. We will be pleased 
to assist by writing for your 
transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, speak 
with a Pastor about receiving the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or at 
mystandrew.org/contact. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to help you 
find the answers you seek. 

  Election Held - Budget Passed 

Last December, the voting members of St. Andrew adopted a $1.8M 
Mission and Ministry Budget for 2021.  They also elected Murray Green 
and re-elected Diane Brode to serve on our nine-member Board of 
Directors. 

At its January meeting via Zoom, the BOD re-elected Glen Harvell as 
its chairperson, Kim Bolton to serve as vice chair, and Bruce Winter to 
continue serving as our congregational treasurer. We give thanks for 
those who are willing to serve and lead among us and encourage your 
prayers for them!

Who Needs A Parking Lot?  We don’t.
At least not right now. 

However, last year before the pandemic made its way to Maryland, the 
people of St. Andrew made and supported a decision to seek contributions 
for an additional 46 parking spaces on the north side of our church facility. 
The expansion was intended to alleviate the overflow of our current lots 
on many Sundays and holidays, and to accommodate the continuing and 
projected growth of our ministries. Since then, an engineer was hired, soil 
was tested, plans were drawn, and contributions began to come in. Then 
came COVID and with it the suspension of in-person worship and activities 
followed by those of limited capacity. Contributions are still being made, but 
understandably more slowly than we first imagined. So, what do we do now?

Recently our building permit for the parking lot was finally approved and 
our leaders prayerfully decided to step forward and pay the necessary fees 
to secure it with funds contributed for that very purpose. First, they were 
confident that, while we certainly don’t need another parking lot right 
now, that day will come and when it does, we’ll be ready!  And it is possible 
that failure to take this step now could close our window of opportunity 
altogether.  Finally, there is little doubt that the ultimate price of a parking 
lot is likely to increase with the passing of time. And so, unwilling to miss the 
chance to facilitate the growth of our ministry for the glory of God, we are 
keeping the plan alive.

However, given the current situation, construction will likely move more 
slowly than originally anticipated and it may not even begin this year. As 
we await more gifts designated for this project and monitor expenses, we 
will get a better sense of when the time is right to break ground and “drive” 
toward another opportunity to introduce people to our loving God and 
welcome them to our community of faith and hope in Christ. 

Who needs a parking lot?  We do!  
Or at least we WILL …  

as God continues to bless the ministry of St. Andrew.

UPDATE: Parking Lot Expansion
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HealtH & Wellness

From our Faith Community Nurse ...
As the COVID crisis continues to be an unimaginable time for us all, St. 
Andrew’s Health & Wellness Ministry has stayed focused on serving the 
Lord in ways that keep our church family connected to promote spiritual and 
physical health, and to offer assistance for those who are vulnerable and at 
risk. Take a look at what’s been happening, and let us know if you need any 
of these services or are willing to help provide them to others:  

 gCall and Card Ministry has expanded to serve more than 50 homebound 
parishioners regularly, and many more as needs arise. New relationships 
have been built, 34 volunteers are serving, and recipients are so grateful! 
New callers and card-writers are always needed.
 gHelping Hands Ministry provides meals to families suffering health or 
other life crises, and during this time we’ve had 10 volunteers making and 
delivering meals, including Marie Jackson who stocks the church freezer 
regularly with 7 varieties of homemade soup that can be shared on short 
notice with any in need. Over the holidays we had one generous “elf” who 
prepared beautiful care packages filled with home-baked goodies for over 
50 homebound parishioners … and rumor has it that same elf is working 
on something similar for Valentine’s Day! 
 g The Lord’s Truck continues to make regular runs picking up and delivering 
food and other items that stock our food pantry and support partner 
ministries to feed the hungry. 
 gNew Beginnings created 6 beautiful baskets of faith-based items for new 
babies born in the church family during recent months.
 gMedical Supplies and Equipment Ministry receives inquiries almost daily 
regarding essential items and supplies to donate and to borrow, including 
77 contacts in 2021 by mid-January. We have 8 regular volunteers who 
make non-contact transports, often delivering to uninsured or financially 
challenged clients who could not otherwise obtain this life-saving 
equipment. 
 gCreative Spirits Ministry continues to offer hand-made gifts of faith 
including prayer shawls and many other items for those facing serious 
health or life challenges.  
 gGrief Support is available for members and friends who have experienced 
the death of a loved one, including helpful bereavement literature mailed 
periodically throughout the year following the loss.

Please pray with us for the health and safety of our whole church family. 
Respond to our Faith Community Nurse with any questions or needs you 
have or may know about for services outlined above including food, masks, 
transportation, and prayer requests. We are the family of Christ, ready to be 
the hands of care to all God’s children in need.

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

Blood Drive Success
The American Red Cross Blood Drive 
held at St. Andrew on Friday, January 
22 was just one more example of 
God’s grace and your generosity 
combining to bring blessings galore. 
Every available appointment was 
booked ahead, and a sizeable 
contingent of St. Andrew members 
were among the 39 people who 
came, yielding 34 units of life-giving 
blood. 

One recent member 
who found St. Andrew 
through an earlier 
blood drive expressed 
her appreciation for 
the opportunity to 
participate in ministry 
beyond Sunday worship. 

Thanks to all, and to God be the glory! 

Don’t worry, for I am with you. Don’t be afraid, 
for I am your God. I will make you strong and 
will help you; I will support you with my right 

hand that saves you. Isaiah 41:10 
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All About Vaccines
The human body, created by God, is a wonderous thing. One of its most amazing features is the immune 
system, our body’s defense against infection. When bacteria or viruses enter our body through a break 
in the skin, inhalation, or ingestion, they can multiply and attack organ systems. This invasion is called 
infection and is what causes illness. White blood cells are tasked with identifying and eliminating the 
germs and leaving behind an antigen that “remembers” how to fight that invader if it comes back 
again. 

Vaccines work by imitating an infection to help our body develop immunity. A vaccine stimulates the 
immune system to generate antibodies and the memory fighting cells. A vaccine almost never causes 
illness. A few people may experience minor symptoms such as fever after receiving a vaccine, but this 
can be seen as a positive: it is evidence that the body is building immunity. Those who get sick following 
an immunization were most likely exposed to the germ before the body had the opportunity to build immunity. The 
illness was not caused by the immunization that was designed to prevent it. 

In the past year, COVID-19 has proven to be a highly contagious virus that has resulted in over 400,000 deaths in the 
U.S. alone. Sadly, scientists are unable to predict with much accuracy who will suffer severe complications, require 
hospitalization or die from the disease. For this reason, natural immunity (exposing everyone to the virus) is a very 
risky and life-threatening proposition.  

Through cutting-edge technology and widespread clinical trials, scientists and doctors have developed 
vaccines for COVID-19 that are proving to be almost 100% effective in preventing severe disease. As 
such, the vaccines will save many lives – for those who are immunized, and for those who are not able 
to get the vaccine but will be safe when exposed to vaccinated individuals who cannot spread it.  

In the words of Martin Luther, “God has created medicines and provides us with intelligence to guard 
and take good care of the body so that we can live in good health…” Heeding Luther’s wisdom and 
God’s call to serve others, we should all wear masks, keep safe distance, protect unvaccinated people 
and contribute to a shared humanitarian project of saving every possible life until the danger of 
COVID-19 has passed.

Vaccines are currently being administered in our area based on priorities related to age, health and 
occupation. To get latest information, register for updates and find a nearby location to make a vaccine

appointment, visit coronavirus.maryland.gov.

A “Silent Night” Virtual Video Thank You
What a joy and privilege it was to gather videos from members and friends to create St. Andrew’s first “Virtual 
Congregation” Video for Christmas Eve! Although we would have preferred to sing together in person, this “team effort” 
allowed us to praise the Newborn King in an exciting new way.  Many thanks to all who participated, and to those 
who “gently encouraged” others to join in. People 
participated from around the country and as far 
away as Brazil! I realize that working through new 
technology can be a challenge, so I thank you for 
your perseverance! Please know that your beautiful 
music was a blessing to many, many people within 
our community and around the world. I pray that, 
by next Christmas (and hopefully much sooner), we 
will be able to “raise the rafters” in person. In the 
meantime, I would welcome any who have interest 
to participate in our virtual choir videos.  Please 
contact me at rheilman@mystandrew.org for more 
information. May God bless you and yours in 2021!  
-Ruth Heilman, Minister of Music
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           social Ministry

Lutheran Mission Society
“Thrift Shop” Saturday

Drive-By Collections
February 20 & March 20  

11 am — 1 pm
Clear out the clutter and box or bag 
it carefully for donation to those in 
need.  Gently used clothing, shoes, 
household goods and toys are all 
welcome! Your extra notepads, 
greeting cards and 2021 calendars 
are all helpful to neighbors as well.

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

 fCommunity Based Shelter – In 
2020, we provided breakfasts for 
the whole month of October, by 
no-contact drop-off.  Countless 
non-perishables and supplies were 
delivered by generous members, 
and a Thrivent grant contributed 
$250 toward the purchase of milk 
and fruit.
 fThanksgiving Food Drive – Almost 
40 large boxes of food were given 
by generous members and friends 
to stock holiday packs for Lutheran 
Mission Society clients.  Thrivent 
Financial contributed $250 to help. 
 fC-4 Holiday Gifts – Over 800 
children of client families received 
two new toys, a filled Christmas 
stocking, a book and a stuffed toy.  
St. Andrew generously contributed 
toys and funds to help.
 fSnowman Gift Drive – Even though 
we could not select snowmen or 
buy specific gifts this year, the 
congregation contributed funds 
toward the purchase of $75 gift 
cards for over 130 children through 
Linkages to Learning and other 
programs.  What a blessing for 
many families in need! 
 fQuilts and More – Even though 
meetings were curtailed and the 
Craft Fair cancelled, crafters and 
others were busy making masks by 
the hundreds (maybe thousands) 
for a variety of organizations. 
Quilts were made at home and in 
safely distanced gatherings for LMS 
clients. Scraps from many sewers 
were used to stuff decorative 
pillows given to shoppers at the C-4 
Clothes Closet. 
 fMonthly LMS “Drive By” Collections 
brought in clothing, household 
goods, greeting cards, calendars, 
winter coats, extra food, and 
other supplies for distribution at 
Compassion Centers. 

2020: Looking Back & Forward 
St. Andrew’s Social Ministry Team reaches out to people in need in our community in many and various ways. 

New helpers and ideas are always welcome. Despite COVID-19 restrictions, we continue to serve 
as the hands of Christ, even while wearing masks and safely distancing.  Join us! 

2020 was a most unusual year, with 
much distress and many needs surfacing 
throughout the time of pandemic.  Once 
again, St. Andrew folks have been very 
generous in sharing their abundance:

 fEMEAN Door Offering – in January 
provided much needed funds to 
help families avoid homelessness 
with one-time payments for rent, 
utilities or critical medications.  
 fMANNA Food Collection – in 
March had to be modified due to 
COVID restrictions, but monetary 
donations made up for limited 
opportunity to collect non-
perishables in-person, and once 
again many hungry neighbors were 
blessed. 
 fThe Lord’s Truck – provided food 
for distribution of groceries to C-4 
clients when possible during the 
pandemic, from January – March 
and then again in the fall.  Bags 
of groceries were also distributed 
from our church office on a case-
by-case basis. Drivers and subs are 
always needed to join The Lord’s 
Truck crew. Contact Roger Caldow 
at roger.caldow@verizon.net.
 fSchool Supply Collection – In May, 
funds were generously donated 
to buy school supplies in bulk 
that were distributed at C-4, and 
through Linkages to Learning and 
the Lutheran Hispanic Mission. 
Help was needed and given, even in 
this unusual school year. 
 fVirtual Concert in July – Greg 
Twombley, Director of Ministries & 
Praise Team Leader, led a delightful 
concert online raising almost 
$7,000 for C-4. These funds helped 
fill a gap in the revenue stream left 
by organizations without the means 
to contribute during the pandemic 
and kept C-4 alive and able to 
continue serving our those in need. 

 fServing the Community – Many 
volunteer drivers and helpers 
delivered over 30 tons of food to 
food pantries (Manna, MUM, A 
Wider Circle, St. Luke Lutheran 
Church), soup kitchens, the C-4 
Clothes Closet, Hampshire Village, 
and   shelters. We also partnered 
with Shofarel Ministries and 
Shepherd’s Table. Clothing, medical 
supplies/equipment, and household 
items were transported for our 
Health and Wellness Ministry to 
C-4, LMS and other organizations. 
Donated medical supplies and 
excess goods were transported to 
the Orphan Grain Train warehouse 
for distribution domestically and 
across the world. And the list goes 
on!

Whew, thanks upon thanks for all 
you’ve done. And now it’s time to do it 
all over again...and more!  
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Update: Virtual Kingdom Kids
Kingdom Kids continues online for 
children Pre-K through Grade 5. All are 
welcome to get in on the learning and 
fun! 

February’s lessons for elementary 
schoolers encourage us to be a “Super 
Fan” by cheering each other on, being 
kind and following the Golden Rule.  
Our theme focuses on Colossians 3:12, 
“You are God’s chosen people. You are 
holy and dearly loved, so put tender 
mercy and kindness as if they are your 
clothes.  Don’t be proud. Be gentle and 
patient.”

March will bring lessons on the theme 
“Bake Off: Worth the Wait,” teaching 
kids that waiting is a part of life, but 
God is there to help us. Psalm 27:14 

cHildren’s Ministry

PRESCHOOL news

Questions?
Preschool: LiaMai Puskar

301-384-2660   
preschool@mystandrew.org

Kingdom Kids: Christy Hyder
chyder@mystandrew.org

is the focus: “Wait for the Lord. Be 
strong and don’t lose hope.  Wait for 
the Lord.”

Preschool lessons for February are 
themed on “The Big Sandbox,” 
reminding us that Jesus is our friend, 
and we are ALL invited to join Him.  
Everyone can play together because 
Proverbs 17:17 says “A friend loves at 
all times.”

In March, the theme “Start Your 
Engines” encourages us to go, go, go 
and love, love, love…. just like Jesus.  
We share, help, say kind words and put 
others first.  Our focus is John 15:12, 
“Love each other as I have loved you.”

While we await the right time for 
Kingdom Kids to return in-person, we 
put our trust in the Lord and know 
He is in control.   Even in this time of 
virtual learning, each week children 
can take part through engaging, funny 
videos, lesson highlights, prayer and 
activities.  Everything is sent to your 
inbox on Saturday to prepare you for 
Sunday’s lesson.  Enjoy at your own 
pace. To get on the email distribution 
list or ask questions about Kingdom 
Kids, email Christy Hyder at chyder@
mystandrew.org.  

St. Andrew Preschool has been meeting in person (and also online) since September, and we’re so grateful for the 
opportunity to connect with the students and their families in this unusual time. Although classes are fewer and class 
sizes smaller, in keeping with state guidelines, it’s been a wonderful and safe experience for all. We pray for more of the 
same as the second semester gets underway.   

Enrollment has begun for the 2021-2022 school year. We’re moving 
forward with the hope and prayer for full enrollment by September.  

Visit mystandrew.org/preschool for details and forms. Email  preschool@
mystandrew.org or call 301-384-2660 to get info or schedule a tour.  

SACK OF HINTS:
A Journey 
Through Lent
Hey families, there’s a special 
delivery coming your way! The 
season of Lent is almost here, and 
St. Andrew’s KidMinistry Team is 
preparing a special something to 
guide kids and families through this 
holy time.  It’s a “Sack of Hints” for 
your journey through Lent, a bag 
full of surprises and activities to 
help kids keep the true meaning of 
the season in mind as we prepare 
our hearts for Easter. It’s our way 
of letting you know we miss you all!  
We’re thinking of you, praying for 
you, and looking forward to the day 
when we can be together again.  
Sacks will be available for pickup or 
delivery. To get on the distribution 
list so you don’t miss the fun and 
learning, contact Robyn Howland 
robynhowland@hotmail.com or 
301-437-3634.
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St. Andrew Treasurer Joins LCEF National Board
Congratulations and blessings to Bruce Winter, our congregation’s treasurer, who was recently elected to a 
position on the national Board of Directors of the Lutheran Church Extension Fund (LCEF).

Tracing its roots back to 1902, the St. Louis-based LCEF has served as a financial agency of our denomination, 
which uses the interest-bearing investments of individuals like us and congregations like ours to offer loans 
and other funding resources in support of the church’s mission. LCEF boasts a very strong capital position 

and over $2 billion in total assets, made up primarily of loans to Lutheran congregations, schools and church workers. 

Many members of St. Andrew are investors in LCEF, which was also our lender when we first built and later refinanced our 
church facility. We give thanks that Bruce Winter is now among the national leaders of LCEF!  If you’d like more information 
about LCEF, visit lcef.org or contact Bruce at bjw@fsgcap.com for more details.

cHurcH news             

 $$    Endowment Fund: First Grants Awarded   $$
Established in 2018 and growing since then through the generosity of St. Andrew members and God’s providence, the 
St. Andrew Endowment has bestowed its first grants to three ministries that spread Christ’s love and provide support to 
God’s children locally, regionally and globally. The grant awards for 2020 are as follows: 

 � Bethania Kids ($2,000) – Familiar to many at St. Andrew, Bethania Kids is a Christian mission bringing wholeness and 
hope to poor, abandoned and disabled children in India.  The ministry will use the Endowment gift to help complete 
a residence hall in Tamil Nadu, South India where children can be housed safely and comfortably for fellowship and 
learning. [Read more about Bethania Kids on page 10]

 � Christian Mentoring and Transition (CMAT) ($2,000) – CMAT recruits and trains Christian women to mentor incarcerated 
women and point mentees to Jesus Christ as their foundation for a new life after prison. CMAT will use the Endowment 
gift to provide “welcome home” packages for CMAT mentees in our region who expect to be released this year.  The 
packages will include a personalized Bible, as well as a supply of hygiene items, bedding and clothing.

 � Career Readiness Education Academy (CREA) ($1,000) – CREA is an education program for older English language 
learners in MCPS schools.  St. Andrew attendee Karen Shilling coordinated with CREA to purchase $50 Giant gift 
cards for 200 client families hit hard by COVID-19. The gift cards will be enclosed in St. Andrew greeting cards with an 
invitation to visit and connect with our church family. [Read more about CREA on page 9.]

 The LCSA Endowment Committee joins with these deserving organizations to thank St. Andrew Endowment donors for 
making these generous grants possible, giving all glory to God!  The Committee will follow up with more information 
on the results achieved through these grants. Watch for the next opportunity to apply for Endowment grants, coming 
later this year.  Questions? Contact Endowment Chair Harold Lowe at endowment@mystandrew.org or 301-774-8197.

Lutheran Women in Mission
At the September 2020 LWML (virtual) Convention, the Chesapeake District 
Lutheran Women in Mission chose 10 mission grants to fund over the 2020-2022 
biennium. We're happy to announce that the first grant of $5,000 to Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Charlottesville, VA, has been fully funded! The church provides 
ministry to the local prison and jails, and will use the funds for Bibles, devotionals, 
and Bible study materials. 

Even though we can't make use of the Mites collection box in the Commons 
right now, your help is desperately needed to fund more grants for missions 
in need!  Visit the Chesapeake District website (lwmlchesapeake.org) and click 
"Giving to LWML" for details about donating electronically or by mail.

Plans are underway for the LWML National Convention in Lexington, KY on June 
24-27, with hopes and prayers that it can be safely held in person. Get details 
at lwml.org, News & Events.  All women are welcome to join St. Andrew’s 
contingent for worship, Bible study, fellowship and fun! Questions? Contact Edi 
Collis at edithcollis@hotmail.com.

 Hey Thrivent Members
It’s Choice Time!

Help St. Andrew by directing your 
2020 Thrivent “Choice Dollars” 
to our ministry at St. Andrew. 
Designation must be made annually, 
and don’t delay – the deadline is 
March 31, or those dollars won’t 
count toward our ministry! Visit 
thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 
800-847-4836 to designate for 
2020 and 2021 too. 

Questions? Contact Sue 
Zimmerman at zimmermansue@

comcast.net or 301-854-0050. 
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Grassroots Community Ministry: 
Serving & Growing! 

Karen Shilling shares heartwarming stories about her efforts and partnership 
with St. Andrew and other benefactors to help needy individuals and families 

in our community … and exciting news about Bare Necessities Foundation, 
a non-profit just forming to keep the mission going and growing! 

My husband Brian and I have been worshipping at St. Andrew for almost 8 years. When we first came, I was in my 
22nd year of teaching ESOL for MCPS. I had always had an unofficial “clothes closet” and “food pantry” as a part of 
my classroom, to support students in need.  When I learned about The Lord’s Truck and St. Andrew’s food pantry, they 
became a much-needed source of help.  At one time I was taking food weekly to 3 homeless families. One family was 
living in a hotel room “shelter” that didn’t even have a kitchen. I’m still in touch with that family and, by God’s grace, 
they are now doing well. The needs were (and are) great. I felt compelled to do more to help.

My last 5 years of teaching were at the Thomas Edison High School of Technology which included working with students 
in the Career Readiness Education Academy (CREA). These are immigrant students who came to this country too late to 
meet the requirements for a Maryland high school diploma. They study a trade and take classes in Math and English.  
Many of these students are on their own, with no family support.  They work full-time, go to school and pay their own 
bills. It was such a blessing when St. Andrew agreed to include these young people in the annual “Snowman Gift” 
Project four years in a row. It brought smiles to so many on Christmas morning!

I recently retired, but the needs remain, and the work continues.  When the pandemic hit, I was very concerned about 
CREA, now at two sites with almost 100 students between them.  I asked the CREA director to give me the names of 
students who live in the Aspen Hill area and I started taking them weekly food boxes, thanks to help from Seven Locks 
Baptist food pantry.  I began with 12 deliveries, but the number kept growing as teachers and paraeducators told me 
about more needs.  I enlisted 3 friends to help with deliveries. Then, an MCPS liaison helped me get access to fresh 
produce boxes from USDA.  Each Friday a truck brought me 95 produce boxes.  I organized a system of delivery using 
15 volunteer drivers, each going to a certain geographical area. A few awesome gals from St. Andrew were among the 
crew that continued deliveries for 5 months until school started, when bus drivers took over the deliveries. 

In addition to food, we gave $50 Giant gift cards to 88 students/families at Thanksgiving, hand delivered by the volunteer  
drivers inside a greeting card. The gift cards were purchased with donated funds. Three times now I have purchased in 
bulk from Sysco using the restaurant account of the Chef at Edison and 92 students/families have received a gallon-size 
ziplock of rice and another of black beans.  Thus far I’ve purchased 2,500 pounds of rice and beans with donated funds.

At Christmas time, 100 CREA students received a warm hooded sweatshirt in a nice gift box. These were purchased with 
donations and hand-delivered by volunteers.

In January, 11 families with infants or toddlers received big care packages with wipes, diapers, toiletries, baby clothes 
and more.  Each of these also contained a $50 GIANT gift card purchased with funds from a St. Andrew Endowment 
grant.  More gift cards purchased with this grant will be distributed in the coming weeks and months.

We have been blessed by grassroots publicity including news coverage several times on ABC-7, and this has served to 
bring more awareness and donations to keep the mission going and growing.   Just recently, I filed paperwork to start 
a non-profit, Bare Necessities Foundation, Inc.  Search us on Facebook and like our page. Please pray for the ministry 
and those we serve!  Stay tuned for updates in the months ahead.  
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Bethania Kids: News from India
As in the U.S., India has experienced many changes due to COVID-19. Schools were closed, and children were forced to 
leave Bethania’s facilities to shelter with relatives and minimize the virus spread.  Bethania Kids provided computers to 21 
children in advanced learning so they could keep up with their studies.  Others learned through broadcast TV. It has been 
a challenging year, but we are beginning to see light. Bethania students are returning to homes, care centers, women’s 
programs, and to our special schools. Schools are beginning to move back to classroom teaching. We pray these positive 
trends will continue.

Our New Shalom Home is progressing well. Bethania Kids met the $1,000,000 Comprehensive Campaign goal themed 
“Caring for God’s Children” in January 2021. We praise God and thank our donors who made this possible. We expect the 
construction to be complete in the third or fourth quarter of this year. We are also well on our way to furnishing the new 
home. While we have received just over $40,000 toward our $50,000 goal, your help can take us over the top!    

Our most critical need continues to be the sponsorship of children. Please pray for those who we are helping and the many 
more who need our help.  And pray for our dedicated staff who make the mission possible. 

Bethania Kids is grateful for the support St. Andrew provides through congregational gifts, individual gifts and, this year, 
Endowment Giving. Please learn more and support the mission at bethaniakids.org.  Help us nurture and equip the children 
of India to change their world through Jesus’ love! 

Thank you! Larry Zimmerman and Dave Doermann, Bethania Kids Board of Directors

Global Missions             

T h a n k  Y o u ,  F r i e n d s  . . .
Prayer works miracles and I am one 
of those miracles. I have survived 
two cancers over two years and 
nearly died twice, but I survived it 
all and was cured because of your 
prayers. My love and thanks to you 
all! 
Mary King
Relative of Suzy Carbone

Thank you for the lovely messages 
and cards of condolence following 
the death of my parents in October. 
Especially after losing my brother 
in June, and with the current 
pandemic and my family living out 
of the country, it meant so much 
and made a very difficult situation 
more bearable.
Jane Owen

Thank you so much for your generous 
congregational donation which 
boosted us over the goal for our 
capital campaign, as well as the St. 
Andrew Endowment grant. Both 
have helped greatly to complete our 
new Shalom Home. Bethania Kids 
continues to be very blessed by St. 
Andrew’s generous support.
Yours in Christ,
Kate Hennig Teece
President, Bethania Kids

Thank you for the many expressions 
of care that you have shown to 
me in past months including gifts, 
homemade goodies, and regular 
phone calls that have kept my faith 
strong in these difficult days. Love 
and God’s blessings to you all!
Marjorie Allwine

There are no words to thank you 
all for everything you do for our 
community.  Your team has been 
such an amazing blessing and during 
this past holiday season, you once 
again helped our most needy families 
through the “Snowman” project. We 
are very grateful! 
Gloria Guzman 
Linkages to Learning

January has been very challenging 
for us as we both recover from 
COVID, but we are grateful for your 
prayers and overwhelmed by all the 
lovely cards and well wishes. They 
have lifted our spirits and kept us 
going.  Once again, we are thankful 
to be members of St. Andrew.
Love in Christ,
Dorothy & Bill Fristoe


