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“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God's varied grace.” 

     1 Peter 4:10 ESV

Dear Friends in Christ,

During the very challenging year of 2020--a year like no other in recent history--St. Andrew has once 
again gone “Above & Beyond” in support of ministries that are more important than ever.  Because 
of your generosity, our faith community has worked with volunteers and ministry partners to provide 
food, masks, medical equipment and other necessities along with lots of care and encouragement to 
those who have been shut in or locked down due to the public health crisis. This care has extended 
far and wide, to members and friends within and beyond our community. Outreach to the local 
Ethiopian and Eritrean community has continued, resulting in further growth in Christ's kingdom 
among us, even during this unsettling time.

As we look to 2021 and pray for health and pandemic relief that will allow a return to gathering 
more fully and regularly, we give thanks that with your help St. Andrew continues to flourish to the 
glory of God! The Above & Beyond Gift Program will go on funding needs and ministries beyond the 
regular operating budget, and in 2021 will highlight outeach to the Amharic community. Mengesha 
Shibru Gella, who served as our Missionary Intern last year, has now been granted visa status that 
will allow him to remain with us and serve as Director of Amharic Outreach. During his time among 
us, Mengesha "kick-started" a variety of vibrant and dynamic programs that have already brought 
innumerable blessings and served many. As Mengesha moves to the next phase in his service and 
a journey that we pray will lead him to ordination as a pastor among us, supporting him and the 
entire Amharic ministry is a vital part of St. Andrew’s “going forth to make disciples of all nations.”  I 
pray that you’ll consider all of the opportunities to go "Above & Beyond" in support of Mengesha's 
ministry and that of many others as you seek to demonstrate Christ’s love through St. Andrew’s 
mission and ministry in 2021.

As we once again prepared this catalog, it bears repeating that I am in awe as I reflect on the gifts 
this program has delivered over the past several years. After a difficult 2020 for many, I am so 
deeply grateful for the time, talents and generous hearts of members and friends of St. Andrew.  
This program reflects your commitment 
to serving God and loving our neighbors.  
And once again, I have no doubt that the 
people of St. Andrew will come through 
in transforming gifts into action for the 
mission of Christ.  

So, here we go again … let’s go shopping! 

In Christ, Your brother,

Mark A. Hricko
Pastor



3

Above & beyond is a directed giving 
program designed to help provide 
special non-budgeted gifts needed 
by the church, and to sponsor special 
budgeted items above and beyond 
regular tithes and offerings. Gifts may 
be given on a one-time or continuing 
basis.

Gifts may be given and recognized 
in celebration of a milestone of the 
church, or a significant life event such 
as a baptism, confirmation, birthday, 
wedding, anniversary, baptismal 
birthday, membership anniversary, etc.  
Gifts can be made in honor or memory 
of a person to support a ministry or 
part of the church special to them, to 
enhance a particular ministry that has 
touched your life, or to more personally 
connect with a ministry or item needed 
by the church.

Gifts from the “Above & Beyond” Gift 
Registry may be purchased by using 
the attached gift order form, or by 
going online at mystandrew.org. Click 
“Above & Beyond” on the home page 
to get started.  Please specify “Above 
& Beyond” on checks, giving envelopes 
and electronic payments to ensure 
that your gift is credited appropriately.  
 

LeT’S Go... 
ABOVE & BEYOND!

 Update
Launched in the fall of 2014, the Above & Beyond Gift Program offers 
members and friends of The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew the opportunity 
to provide special gifts for the mission of Christ through a Gift Registry that 
identifies specific needs of the church and those we serve.  
Over the past six years, generous gifts to the Registry provided much-needed 
funds for expanded ministry, greater mission outreach, and more! In the 
past year, registry gifts were used to: 

• begin an engineering study for parking expansion.
• support significant growth in Amharic outreach and ministry initiatives 

including online Bible studies, music videos, and workshops for a variety 
of ages, interests and needs.

• support  special needs of ministry partners including Bethania Kids 
Shalom Home, Orphan Grain Train, Lutheran Mission Society, Lutheran 
Social Services, Manna Food, EMEAN, C-4, A Wider Circle, Linkages to 
Learning, Concordia-NY, Community Based Shelter, and more.

• expand craft ministry to fulfill special needs like mask and quilt making. 
• purchase new cameras and equipment for virtual worship recording, 

and hardware and software for associated video and audio editing. 
• make "rainy day" repairs to the fire suppression system and redo 

Commons tile; complete needed paint touch ups, security system 
upgrade, and fitness center maintenance.  

• support music ministry through instrument tunings and maintenance; 
enable a benefit performance online; fund music recording for 
distribution and instruments for young people in need.

• offer support to Creative Spirits Ministry, Mental Health Ministry, 
Children's Ministry, Senior Adults, Deaf Ministry  ... and so much more! 

Much has been accomplished, but there’s always more to do! 
Read on for details and prayerfully consider  

how you can help.  

ProGrAm summAry
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ABOVE & BEYOND 
2021 GIFT REGISTRY

A. Amharic Outreach
With Board of Directors' approval, St. Andrew's 
former Missionary Intern, Mengesha Shibru 
Gella, has been added to full-time staff as 
Director of Amharic Outreach. By God's grace, 
Mengesha's ministry to the Ethiopian and 
Eritrean community has grown significantly 
since he began his tenure with us, and the 
potential for continued expansion  is boundless!  

Your support is needed for activities to serve this 
community including Bible studies, children’s 
ministry, Amharic praise and worship, retreats, 
concerts, special events and more that bring 
many through our doors during the week (in 
"normal non-COVID" times) and continue to 
expand our numbers in worship even during this 
unusual season.

As the Spirit leads, we pray that Mengesha's 
ministry among us will include his further 
education culminating in ordination as a 
Lutheran pastor, and reuniting with his wife 
Meron and their three young children here in the 
U.S. Stay tuned for more on these exciting plans, 
and give generously to help! 

SUPPORT: $100, $500, $1,000 or your choice.
Any amount will help! 
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SERVING OTHERS
… supporting service ministries to  

help us care for His flock near and far!

C. PArk Here
By God's grace, St. Andrew's ministry continues to thrive 
and that means our parking expansion is still on the horizon!  
An engineering study is already underway, and $250,000 
will ultimately be needed for site preparation, stormwater 
management, and paved parking for 45 more vehicles.  
SUPPORT: $50, $100, $500 or more.

D. serve LocAL
Help our Social Ministry Team partner with organizations 
to serve the needy in our community throughout the 
year, including monetary donations and the collection of  
food, household goods, toys, school supplies and more!
• Linkages to Learning 
• Orphan Grain Train
• Eastern Montgomery Emergency Assistance Network
• Colesville Council of Community Congregations (C-4)
• Lutheran Mission Society (LMS) 
• Lutheran Social Services (LSS-NCA)
• The Lord's Truck 
• A Wider Circle
• Disaster Relief
SUPPORT: $25, $50, $100 or more.

E. serve GLobAL
Help spread Christ’s love far and wide by partnering with 
our Global Mission Team on projects they support this 
year to spread God's love across the world.  
SUPPORT: $25, $50, $100 or more.
Help Bethania Kids furnish the new Shalom Home for 
40 girls, and fund other programs to support health, 
education and empowerment for some of the neediest 
children and families in India. 
SUPPORT: $100, $200, $500 or more.

Beloved, since God loved us 
so much, we also ought to 

love one another. 
 I John 4:11

B. Have It Your Way
Take a look at our latest list of giving options.  

If you don't have a preference to fund a specific 
need, this is the option for you!   

Select Option B so that your one-time or 
recurring donation can be used where most 

needed, as priorities arise.  

SUPPORT: $25, $50, $500, $1,000 or more. 
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Now to Him 
who by the 

power at 
work within us 

is able to 
accomplish 

abundantly far 
more than 
all we can 

ask or imagine, 
to Him be glory 

forever and ever.  
Ephesians 3:20 - 21
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F. senior-itis
Fund the cost of bus rental for outings and other activities 
for St. Andrew’s Senior Adult Fellowship Ministry when 
gatherings are once again possible.
SUPPORT: Cost is $900 per trip. $25, $50 or donation of 
any amount.

G. ceLebrAte Good times - c'mon!
Support gatherings of groups or the entire congregation 
for fellowship and celebration, as circumstances allow.   
SUPPORT:   $2,500 annually or donation of any amount.

H. comPound interest
Support the mission of our Financial Education Team to offer 
resources and events that will enable our members and 
friends to be financially fit and practice good stewardship 
of all God's gifts.
SUPPORT:   $500 annually or donation of any amount.

LIFE 
TOGETHER

… strengthening the 
bonds of our family! 

I. Pretty crAfty
Help our Craft Ministry be creative! Give 
funds or gift cards for JoAnn Fabrics, 
Michael's, Capital Quilts or Hobby Lobby 
to fill in where donations of fabric and 
accessories fall short.  

Fund materials for banners to add beauty 
and meaning to our worship.  Help purchase 
supplies to refresh our Chrismons for 
Christmas.
SUPPORT: $25, $50 or gift cards/donations 
of any amount.
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NEXT GEN
... keeping the future of 

St. Andrew alive for years to come!

J. oH to be A kid AGAin ... 
Sponsor a special seasonal children’s event such as Trunk-
or-Treat, Children’s Christmas Party, Easter Egg Hunt, or 
VBS Celebration when circumstances allow.
SUPPORT: $500 per event, or donation of any amount.

K. younG scHoLArs
Sponsor scholarships to expand the reach of Vacation 
Bible School and Confirmation to those who might not 
otherwise attend, and for teens to experience the joy 
of fellowship and service in God's community on work/
mission trips. 
SUPPORT: $40 per VBS student. $185 per student 
for confirmation retreat.  $400 for youth mission trip 
sponsorship. Donation of any amount will help.

Jesus said, 
“Let the little children 

come to me.”
Matthew 19:14
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SPREADING THE NEWS
… communicating God’s Word 

far and wide! 

 For I am not ashamed 
of the gospel; 

it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone 

who has faith. 
Romans 1:16

L. coPy tHAt!
Keep the pages flowing smoothly for all our ministries by helping 
to build a "rainy day" fund for major repairs or replacement of 
office copiers, folding machine, shredders and more as they age 
and technology advances.
COST:  Shares of $100, $500 or any amount. 

M. virtuAL reALity
St. Andrew has had to adjust to maintain connections in new 
ways and manage limited capacity events due to the COVID 
health crisis, and that is likely to continue for some time.  Help 
fund expanded use of tools like Zoom, Sign-Up Genius, Vimeo 
and Constant Contact that keep the virtual communication 
flowing.  
SUPPORT: $1,500 per year. Shares of $100, $200 or any amount.
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MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC
… making a joyful noise to the One we adore!

Q. GoLd record
If you love the live performances of our musicians, support 
the recording and distribution of LCSA music on the web 
and through Creative Spirits and other ministries. Help fund 
a recording session including copyrights and duplication 
fees to keep the music alive long after it is performed!  
SUPPORT: $5,000 per project or donation of any amount.

R. Let tHe LittLe cHiLdren PLAy
Support St. Andrew music mentors to serve children 
locally and around the world with musical instruments and 
lessons, to help them feel God's love and see themselves as 
gems of God's design that can be "polished" to serve Him 
joyfully and beautifully with music of their own making.  
Contact Greg Twombley for details. 
SUPPORT: $50, $100, $250 or more. Donations of gently 
used instruments welcomed, too!

N. PLAy it AGAin sAm
Fund guest musicians for worship services and other special 
celebrations. Make spirits soar!   
SUPPORT: $2,750 annually. $50, $100, $150 or more. 

O. nAme tHAt tune
Support our music ministry with funds to purchase, 
maintain and upgrade instruments and other equipment 
as needed.  Help fund the tuning of three pianos five times 
each year. Our 24-rank Schantz pipe organ and harpsichord 
need regular love and care as well. None of it comes cheap!  
Help tune our instruments for praise.  
SUPPORT: $525 - $1,250 per tuning; $5,000 annually.

P. coPy-riGHt
Love St. Andrew's music? We need to pay licensing fees 
to compensate those who write our amazing worship and 
inspirational tunes.  Help cover that cost!
SUPPORT: $2,500 per year.



11

S. creAtive cAre
Sponsor materials and support for our Creative Spirits 
Ministry, sharing gifts of encouragement with those facing 
serious illness or life crisis.
SUPPORT: $50, $100, $500 or more.

T. Here's to HeALtH: mind, body & sPirit
Sponsor occasional guest speakers with expertise on health 
topics. Support Mental Health awareness and activities. 
Fund a blood drive or other community health event that 
requires custodial service. Pick up the tab for staff members 
and volunteer leaders to receive CPR/AED training.  Provide 
transportation to an important activity or appointment for 
someone in need. 
SUPPORT: Speakers $100 each; Community health event 
support $200; CPR $60 per person, 10 people per event. 
Transportation $30 per ride. 

U. Let's conference
Sponsor staff and lay leaders for professional development 
activities that spur motivation, creativity and inspiration 
for the work of the Spirit. 
SUPPORT:  $100, $200, $300 or more.

V. steP it uP
Fitness equipment needs regular maintenance and 
occasional upgrades. 
SUPPORT: Treadmill, Elliptical, Stepper, Stationary Bike 
$3,500 each. Maintenance $250+ per service call.

BODY, MIND & SPIRIT
… health, wellness, learning, growing,

and so much more!

 Do you not know that your bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God?
I Corinthians 6:19 



12

GOD’S HOUSE
… assuring our place of worship, ministry and 

fellowship continues to reflect God’s glory!

W. stAy fresH! 
Help fund regular steam cleaning of carpet, tile, pew 
cushions, chairs, and preschool areas plus paint touch ups 
as needed to keep God’s house fresh and clean! 
SUPPORT: $15,000 annually; donation of any amount.

X. stAy sAfe! 
Support upgrade of the Church's aging security system with 
needed improvements.
SUPPORT: Shares of $100, $250, $500 or your choice. 

Y. rAiny dAy House fund
Help us plan for a rainy day by setting aside funds to 
handle unexpected major repairs to the roof, HVAC, fire 
suppression system, sewer pumps, and more.  Those costs 
add up quickly!
SUPPORT: $500 or donation of any amount.

Z. tecH sAvvy
Tech upgrades will allow staff and volunteers to work more 
effectively and efficiently in a variety of areas including 
weekly production of in-person  and online worship.
SUPPORT: Hardware, software and upgrades. Shares of 
$50, $100 or your choice. Donation of any amount will help.

AA. LiGHt in tHe dArkness 
A few more lighting options will go a long way to enhance 
our Great Room for conferences, receptions, and events 
beyond the recreational lighting that is currently available.  
Two sets of portable lights will enhance pageants, concerts 
and other events in the sanctuary.  
SUPPORT: $30,000 total for Great Room lighting package; 
$5,000 total for sanctuary package.  Donation of any 
amount will help. 

BB. stoP And smeLL tHe roses
Upgrades to the main entrance beds and plantings near 
the building will keep our outdoor spaces beautiful and 
welcoming for members and guests. 
SUPPORT: $10,000 total or donation of any amount to help.
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JOYFUL 
WORSHIP

… giving God the glory 
 all the time, everywhere!

in it for tHe LonG-term:  endowment GivinG
The Endowment is a means to invest in the future mission 
and ministry of St. Andrew.  Unlike donations to "Above 
& Beyond" which are used in the short-term, gifts to 
the Endowment Fund will be kept in perpetuity. A fixed, 
sustainable percentage of the value of the fund will be 
distributed annually to support mission and ministries 
including education, music, and health & wellness – locally, 
nationally, and globally.  Gifts to Endowment can be made 
in honor or memory of loved ones, or to provide a lasting 
legacy to the church on behalf of yourself or your family.  
Boost the endowment fund to support St. Andrew's 
ministry for generations to come! 
SUPPORT: $500 to $25,000 or more - your choice! Any 
amount will help! 

CC. sPeAk uP!
It's time to replace the audio-visual equipment in our 
facility. Let's keep quality high, to the glory of God! Eight 
sanctuary microphones plus five more in Wellspring and 
the Great Room must be updated to comply with FCC 
regulations. 
SUPPORT: Wireless Microphones $2,500 each; Sound 
Board $10,000; Editing Equipment $2,500; Theatrical 
light replacements $350 each; Speaker upgrades $2,500.  
Donate $100, $250, $500 or more. 

DD. Love At second site
St. Andrew continues the conversation and discernment 
process about extending our ministry north into Howard 
County.  This includes discussion of what it might look like 
to have a 2nd ministry site, and how the Bible teaches us 
to grow community through the love of Jesus. One of the 
realities of a 2nd site would be immediate expenses. A brief 
list might include: venue rental, A/V, personnel, custodial, 
supplies, advertising and more. We ask that you join us in 
prayer to  see what God is doing and consider supporting 
this mission!
SUPPORT: $100, $500, $1000 or more.

ENDOWMENT 
GIVING

… investing now for 
generations to come.

Learn more and give to Endowment at:
mystandrew.org/give/endowmentgiving 

Questions? Email endowment@mystandrew.org.
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Questions and Answers 
about the Program

Can I give a gift to celebrate a special 
event or in memory of a loved one?  
Yes. The Above & Beyond Gift program 
is a great way to commemorate 
a baptism, wedding, anniversary, 
birthday or special occasion. It is also a 
wonderful way to honor the memory of 
a loved one through a special gift that 
reflects that love.

How will my gift be recognized?  
Aside from the joy of seeing your 
special gift at work for Christ’s mission 
in and around the church, gifts can be 
acknowledged upon your request with 
a card or letter to the honoree or their 
family and to you as the donor.

Can I specify a gift from the Registry 
to be funded from my regular giving?  
Special gifts are intended to fall 
outside of, or “Above & Beyond” 
regular giving, which supports the 
general operations and budget of the 
church. Special gifts are just that – 
special – and they should reflect the 
giver’s desire to make a contribution 
outside normal tithes and offerings.

What if I want to give a gift that is not 
in the Registry?  
The Registry is intended to reflect 
identified items that are needed by the 
church and our ministries. If you would 
like to give an alternative gift, or provide 
something unique and special to you 
in memory of a loved one, feel free to 
discuss your idea with our Pastors or 
staff.

Can I get involved in the Gift Program 
as a way to serve?  
Yes. If you would like to lend your 
time and/or talents to the “Above & 
Beyond” Gift Program, it is a terrific 
way to help serve The Lutheran Church 
of St. Andrew. Please contact Mitch 
Glazier at mitch.glazier@riaa.com.

Do I have to select a specific gift?  
What if I want to just let the church 
decide which gifts are most needed?  
Members may give a one-time or 
continuing contribution to the “Above 
& Beyond” Gift Program without 
specifying a particular gift, and the 
church will apply the funds toward 
gifts that are most needed.  

What if I feel unable to fund the entire 
amount of a gift that has special 
meaning to me?   
Don’t let a limited budget keep you 
from giving the gift of your choice. You 
may choose to pay for a gift over time, 
or give an amount towards a gift in 
the Registry, or underwrite a portion 
of a particular ministry. For many gifts, 
several givers may be needed. Let’s do 
this together! 

Can I include the “Above & Beyond” 
Gift Program in my will?  
Yes. Members may bequeath to 
The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew 
generally, or in a specific way to a 
specific gift or ministry. Special written 
terms must be utilized to assure your 
gift is conveyed with maximum benefit. 
Please check with your financial 
advisor or see a member of the “Above 
& Beyond” team for more information.

What if I have more questions?  
Please contact “Above & Beyond” 
Gift Program Chair Mitch Glazier 
(mglazier@riaa.com) or speak  with 
Pastor Hricko or Greg Twombley.

Q & A
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