
Silent Night – Virtual Video Instructions 
Thank you for singing and recording “Silent Night” to join with the St. Andrew family virtually on 
Christmas Eve!  

Please read the instructions and watch the tutorial video before you begin. 

VIDEO SUBMISSION DEADLINE: DECEMBER 15, 2020 Sorry, later submissions cannot be included. 

Questions? Contact Ruth Heilman, St. Andrew’s Minister of Music, at rheilman@mystandrew.org. 

IMPORTANT LINKS: 

Brief Tutorial Video: https://youtu.be/8uv1Ahp-aCE 

Background videos (for practice, and in your ears for recording): 
Melody/Soprano: https://youtu.be/0OqDvpPfjn8 
Alto: https://youtu.be/KYZa8tjEgSQ 
Tenor: https://youtu.be/U7bdG-DuOqs 
Bass: https://youtu.be/H0dgwMT2dKE 
 

Submit your completed video to this DropBox File Request Link: 
https://www.dropbox.com/request/RIKhYYjZq4kxVjrcrktN?oref=e 

What do I need?  

• Two electronic devices, such as a computer, smart phone and/or tablet. One will be your 
playback device, and the other will be used to record the video of you singing. So, of course, the 
recording device must have the ability to record video and sound. Most people use their cell 
phone to record, and either a tablet or computer as the playback device. 

• A set of inexpensive earphones, ear buds, or headphones. When you record yourself, we should 
hear only you, not the background music. You’ll be playing that in your ears. 

• A printed copy of the music, which can be found at the end of this document on page 4. You 
must use the version provided so that words and harmonies all match.  

Do I have to use the background video?  

• Yes, you absolutely must use the background video provided. That’s the only way to synchronize 
everyone’s voices and videos. It only works if we all sing the same notes and words at exactly 
the same time. 

• Please sing all three verses (not the German verse). 

  



Where should I record? 

• If you have your Christmas tree up, you may want to set up in front of it, or near Christmas 
decorations. If not, standing in front of a blank wall is always better than seeing dirty dishes. 

• You can sit or stand. 
• Wherever you choose to record, make sure we can see your face. Check the background. Never 

record in front of a window during the day, as you will appear in silhouette. Look around and 
check how you appear in the camera. 

• Your face should be lit. You might need to turn on a couple of lights or move a lamp. 
• Dogs? Noisy neighbors? TV playing in the next room? Those things may find their way onto your 

recording, so try to find a quiet space and get rid of background noise, including loud fans.   

What should I wear? 

• Festive Christmas scarves, sweaters, ties, etc., would be great. However, we mostly want to see 
you, so just “look nice,” as my mom would say. 

Can our family record together? 

• Maybe. You must only play the background music into your ears, not into “the air,” because 
every video must be synchronized to the background video. If you can split the 
earbuds/earphones between two people, and sit/stand together, you can probably make it 
work. Perhaps younger children can sing along with you as you sing. Try a verse and see what 
happens! Then record it for real. 

Ready to record? 

• Practice makes perfect. Do a trial run (or three) before you record. If you decide to sing 
harmony, practice with the appropriate (alto, tenor, or bass) video until you know your part. 
Verse one is in unison for everyone. 

• It will feel and sound a bit weird at first. Don’t worry. When everyone’s videos are combined, it 
will be great! 

• Orient your recording device (the device that is recording the video of you singing) in the 
landscape, or horizontal, position. Make sure you can be seen clearly, that we aren’t looking up 
your nose, and that the background looks okay. You may need a box, stack of books, an ironing 
board, or some other makeshift arrangement.  

• Have the printed copy of the music ready. 
• Click on the link for the background video, and have it ready to start. Plug the headphones into 

the device which is playing that video, NOT the device which is recording you singing. 
• When you are all set, start the video recording device, wait a few seconds, then start the 

playback device, which should only be playing in your ears. Watch me on the video, and I’ll help 
bring you in and cut you off for each verse. Sing out like you would on Christmas Eve. 



Remember, verse 1 is melody only, and then you can split into parts if you wish. Or just keep 
singing the melody. 

• At the end, smile at the camera for about 4 seconds before you turn it off. It makes it easier to 
edit. 

• It’s absolutely normal to do a few takes before you’re satisfied. It doesn’t need to be perfect. 
Sometimes, finished is better than perfect.  

• When you’re satisfied, it’s time to submit your file through Dropbox. Only submit one video. 
Using the device that has the video you recorded, enter or click on the link for the file request to 
Dropbox. You’ll be asked to enter some information. Label your video with FirstName, 
LastName, VoicePart. For instance, if I’m singing the alto part, I would label my video: 
RuthHeilman(Alto). If my spouse and/or children and I are singing the together, I’d put 
RuthJonHeilman(Melody/Bass), etc. This helps us sort it all out in editing. 

• Upload your video to DropBox when prompted via the link. You’ll know it’s successful when you 
receive confirmation from DropBox. If you don’t get that message, it didn’t upload correctly. 
Please try again, and if you continue to have problems, contact me at 
rheilman@mystandrew.org.  

You’re finished! Thanks for helping bring the St. Andrew community together, even when we are 
distant from one another.   

Merry and Blessed Christmas! 

 

SILENT NIGHT SHEET MUSIC ON PAGE 4 BELOW.   



 


