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In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

As I think back on the last six months of life and ministry, like you, I could not 
have remotely imagined the changes and challenges we’ve experienced in our 
whole way of life at home, at church, and in society.  It has been and continues 
to be a profoundly difficult time in many ways as plans change and our hearts 
ache over the suffering and disunity we see in our nation and throughout the 
world. It strikes me that the September newsletter is usually the one in which I 
call us back from our summer vacations, refreshed and renewed, to come to St. 
Andrew for a new season of spiritual growth as we also return to work, school, 
and other fall commitments. But what a different summer this has been!  And 
what a different fall it will be!

That said, I can’t help but think of the countless ways in which you have kept the 
faith, continued to serve, and brought so much hope, joy, and encouragement 
to each other and to the world in which we live! Among these blessings are your 
compassionate ministries of human care, online gatherings, gifts and offerings, 
and a steady stream of encouraging words to our staff and to each other as 
we serve in new and unplanned ways. For all of that and so much more, we 
thank you for walking by faith and showing the world what a difference it makes, 
especially in times like this.

As you read this newsletter, you’ll see that we’ve planned some changes and 
additions to our ministry this fall which are subject to further change as the 
circumstances of the COVID-19 pandemic evolve and dictate.  

You’ll notice that our online presence will increase.  We plan to expand virtual 
Sunday services to two options, including one traditional and one contemporary. 
We will add weekly Bible study with Pastor Nick on Tuesdays and Common 
Ground Online Virtual offerings on select Wednesdays. Mid-Week Word + 
Song will move to Thursdays.  The Bible studies, youth gatherings, children’s 
ministries, and groups that have already been underway for some time will 
continue.  Watch for “Coffee with the Pastor” and other fellowship opportunities 
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coming via Zoom.  Please keep your leaders and staff in prayer as we look ahead and consider how we might celebrate 
Christmas this year given the possibility that we may not have the “all-clear” for in-person gatherings even then.

With respect to our in-person ministry, small group communions will move to Monday beginning in September in lieu of 
Monday Night Worship.  The church office will be open from 9am – 3pm on weekdays, but I’ve asked most of our staff 
to keep working from home and come to the office only when necessary.  Our preschool will open this fall with a smaller 
enrollment and numerous precautions and measures in place.  And while we’ve been offering two of our four weekly 
services in person, when the time is right to re-introduce our 8:00 am Sunday service as a next step, we’ll let you know.

I also invite you to be on the lookout for a separate communication from St. Andrew which will offer focused attention 
on the stewardship of our gifts and offerings, church facilities, and financial obligations, all of which require our care and 
attention even when fewer of us are able to be physically present “on campus.”  Our treasurer and finance team are 
committed to keeping you informed about the blessings, needs, and opportunities we have for the sake of God’s mission, 
especially now.

Last but not least, know that Pastor Nick and I, along with our leaders and staff, miss you very much.  We love you and 
hold you in our hearts and daily prayers throughout what I call the “virus induced diaspora,” that our Lord will watch over 
us while we are physically apart and keep us close in Spirit until we can reunite in greater numbers for worship, service, 
and fellowship together.
 
So, read on to see our Lord and His people at work in new ways as this very different summer ends, a very different fall gets 
underway, and we, the people of God, praise Him nevertheless for His abiding presence and everlasting love!

The Lord be with you+

Love, in Christ,
  

Pastor Hricko
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!

• Explore the ministry and  
  participate in Faith Walk 101 

Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors and 
other ministry leaders, these 
sessions offer the opportunity 
to explore the Lutheran faith, 
learn more about our St. 
Andrew community, and get to 
know others who are on the 
same path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another faith 
community, contact the church 
office. We will be pleased 
to assist by writing for your 
transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, speak 
with a Pastor about receiving the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or at 
mystandrew.org/contact. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to help you 
find the answers you seek. 

Wednesday Evening Ministry  
Continues Virtually

Common Ground will return this fall online via Zoom video conferencing on select 
Wednesday evenings. After registering for one or more offereings, registrants will 
receive an email with a Zoom link that will allow participation in each selected session. 

Browse the topics below and click HERE or visit mystandrew.org to sign up for all the 
sessions that interest you. Then, await your email reminder with an invitation link a 
few days before each session, and click to join the group via Zoom.  It’s as easy as that! 

 All sessions will begin promptly at 7 pm.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 –Responding to Racial Injustice: Implicit Bias
Explore the concept of having unconsciously-held associations or biases about a 
social group, racial or ethnic group other than your own.  Get in touch with the ways 
in which we may express implicit bias without even realizing it, and use these insights 
for the sake of building and nurturing stronger relationships with all the people in 
your life and those you encounter in the future.  This session will include a look at the 
teachings of Jesus and an opportunity for small group discussion.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 – Coffee with Pastor Mark
Lets gather to catch up and enjoy some conversation and an evening devotion with 
Pastor Hricko, who may give you the chance to share your greatest blessing and 
greatest challenge of the past few months.  Bring coffee and dessert or your beverage 
of choice as we reconnect and share some great virtual fellowship!

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 – Ministry in a Pandemic: What’s Next?
Get a behind-the-scenes look at the process of transitioning to an online ministry and 
then to a hybrid ministry with both digital and in-person components.  Hear what 
church leaders are saying and get the results of a survey by Lifeway Research on “The 
Five Biggest Concerns Pastors Have” as the pandemic stretches on.  Share your ideas 
as we think about which changes to your spiritual life and our ministry may seem 
temporary now but could become permanent fixtures in the future.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28 – “Good Grief” Bereavement Support
As the church prepares for its annual celebration of All Saints Day, those who have 
recently lost a loved one or are still grieving a loss from the past are invited to join 
Pastor Hricko for a time of listening, sharing, and support in the context of Christian 
community.  Let’s talk about what “good grief” looks like.  Also expect to learn more 
about the history of the Commemoration of All Saints and the spiritual importance 
of the observance today.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 – An Evening with the Psalms
The Psalms are filled with human emotion, written by people with many of the 
same personal and spiritual struggles we have today.  Come to learn about the Book 
of Psalms as we zero in on a few of them, talk about our favorites, and gain some 
insights about how to read them and apply them to your life.  Let’s get together and 
spend an evening with the Psalms!

Common Ground Online 

https://www.mystandrew.org/events/common-ground-fall-2020/
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While our on-site ministry remains limited due to the current health crisis, you can still get involved to learn, grow and 
connect with others. Virtual groups meet across cyber-space thanks to dedicated leaders and technology tools like 

Zoom video-conferencing. All are welcome! Contact the leader listed for details and an invitation to join.

Virtual Bible Studies & Small Groups

Sunday
Gospel of Mark

7:30 am – Ongoing
Ken Austin, keaustin@verizon.net

Troubled Minds: 
 Mental Illness and the Church’s Mission

9:30 am – Begins 9/13
Anne & Bill Harpster, harpster77@hotmail.com

One Nation Under God:  
Healing Racial Divides in America

9:30 am – Begins 9/13
Kurt & Kari Bruwelheide, bruwelheidek@gmail.com

Monday
Women’s Study 

Matchless: The Life and Love of Jesus
7:00 pm – Starts 9/28

Patty Belke, pbelke1@gmail.com

Tuesday
Men’s Morning Bible Study

Paul for Everyone: Galatians & Thessalonians
7:30 am – Ongoing

Ken Austin, keaustin@verizon.net

Bible Study
A Whale of a Tale: The Book of Jonah

10:00 am – Begins 9/15
Pastor Nick, ngonzalez@mystandrew.org 

Bible Study & Crafts
Rogate Circle for Women

3rd Tuesday of the Month, 9:30 am
Karen Matthiesen, karenmatthiesen@verizon.net

Wednesday
Women’s Study

Perseverance: Praying Through Life’s Challenges
9:30 am – Begins 9/16

Robyn Howland, robynhowland@hotmail.com

Common Ground Online
7:00 pm – begins 9/16 - select Wednesdays

Topics and registration at mystandrew.org.

Evening Devotions & Prayer
8:15 pm – Ongoing

All are welcome for this brief time of 
mid-week encouragement.

Ken Austin, keaustin@verizon.net

New Bible Studies
One Nation Under God: 

Healing Racial Divides in America 
Sundays at 9:30 am  

Amid divisive rhetoric, violence, riots, and racial 
tensions, confusion often arises from a lack of 
communication, empathy and understanding.  How 
can we, as Christians, help tear down these walls 
of division and build unity? Based on a book and 
teachings by LCMS Pastor Keith Haney. Materials will 
be provided. Learn more HERE. Led by Kurt and Kari 
Bruwelheide, bruwelheidek@gmail.com.

Troubled Minds: 
Mental Illness and the Church’s Mission

Sundays at 9:30 am
Based on a book by Amy Simpson, we will explore 
ways that the church has addressed the issue of 
mental illness to impact the lives of those affected 
in positive and sometimes negative ways.  Let’s bring 
these issues into the light and help facilitate healing 
and hope!  Learn more HERE and order a book in 
your preferred format from your favorite source. Led 
by Anne and Bill Harpster, harpster77@hotmail.com. 

Women’s Study
Matchless: The Life and Love of Jesus

Mondays at 7:00 pm
This 8-session study by Angie Smith will unfold the 
story of our matchless Savior—His mission, miracles, 
and message. With biblical, historical, and cultural 
insight, we’ll come to know Jesus less as an iconic 
figure and more as an intimate friend. Get details and 
order a book HERE. Tentative start date September 
28.  Led by Patty Belke, pbelke1@gmail.com. 

A Whale of a Tale: The Book of Jonah
Tuesdays at 10:00 am 

Join Pastor Nick online via Zoom for an 8-week study 
on the Old Testament Book of Jonah. We’ll walk 
through the scripture verse-by-verse, allowing a 
deeper dive that will reveal how the prophet Jonah 
and his story is very relatable to us today.  Despite 
Jonah’s selfish way, he was used mightily by God!  
And God can and will use us mightily too! To learn 
more and get the Zoom link, contact Pastor G at 
ngonzalez@mystandrew.org

https://www.cph.org/m-330-keith-haney.aspx
https://www.christianbook.com/troubled-minds-mental-illness-churchs-mission/amy-simpson/9780830843046/pd/843040?kw=29064775092&mt=b&dv=c&event=PPCSRC&p=1186432&gclid=CjwKCAjwyo36BRAXEiwA24CwGXpl0T3zpQZNFkDMkUfcp_0Fz-UzabdUO5fe0C9ZBec50hesgdb8mhoCsZMQAvD_BwE
https://www.lifeway.com/en/product-family/matchless-bible-study
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October Blood Drive
Thursday and Friday, October 1 & 2

9 am – 3 pm
The blood supply is dangerously low, and the need 
is great! Your donation could save a life. Please 
make an appointment and wear your mask. Safe 
distancing will be observed. Click HERE to make 

an appointment online. Eat before you come and drink plenty of fluids in the 
24 hours prior to donating. Your generosity will make a big difference to the 
community around us!

Good News Recap: July Blood Drive 
Many thanks to St. Andrew members, friends, volunteers and all the generous 
donors who came out to give blood on July 18. Despite the pandemic and 
associated restrictions, 33 people donated including 5 Power Red donations 
(which count as 2 units). Overall, 37 units of blood were collected, which was 
well above our goal of 29! Each unit of blood can help up to 3 people, so 
many will benefit from the gift these donors offered. In the grateful words of 
David Hull of the American Red Cross, “you are making a big difference in our 
lifesaving mission.”

Flu Shot Clinic 
Tuesday, September 15 

2 pm – 6 pm
Protect yourself and those around you by getting 
vaccinated early this season. This clinic operated by 
Safeway Pharmacy will offer flu, hi-dose flu (65+), 
pneumonia and shingles vaccines.  Anyone age 9+ 

can participate. Medicare covers the flu vaccine, and most other insurance 
providers will cover fully or with a small co-pay. Pre-registration will minimize 
your wait, and it is required for those who request hi-dose flu or shingles 
vaccines.  Weather permitting, the clinic will be held outdoors at St. Andrew. 
If inclement weather forces a change, we will move inside to the Great Room. 
Masks and safe distancing will be observed at all times. Click HERE to sign up for 
an available time slot and request specific vaccines. Questions? Contact Clinic 
Coordinator Jeanine McGrath at jeaninemcgrath@gmail.com. 

HealtH & Wellness
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

All of our lives have changed in the pandemic. Nevertheless, St. Andrew’s Health & Wellness Ministry goes on and we live 
in hope! Since we are not able to visit our homebound, hospitalized, or sick parishioners right now, we have expanded our 
call and card ministries, and pray that we are maintaining and creating relationships within our faith community through 
this effort. We’re so grateful for our long-term team members and new volunteers, including 22 who have been added 
to the rosters for phone calling and card writing to preserve connections, identify needs, and ease loneliness among 
this vulnerable population.  We have a delivery team of 12 more who are hard at work delivering masks, meals, photo 
directories, and more. We have partnered with the Craft Ministry to produce 20 masks for preschool teachers, 60 masks 
for preschool students, 100 masks for a homeless shelter in DC, 100 masks for independent living residents at Brooke 
Grove Retirement Community. We will have 100 more children’s masks ready to share at the Back to School Blessing in 
September. And that does not count the hundreds of masks that have been made and distributed previously to members, 
friends and community organizations.  New helpers are always welcome!  We rejoice in God’s loving care over all.

Parents: This Group’s for You!
It’s been a long few months with lots of 
unsettling news and big changes to the 
family routine. Connect with friends in 
faith who have kids of similar age to 
share the journey and get insights that 
may help. To learn more and express 
interest in joining a virtual parent 
life group, contact facilitator Sheila 
Langston at slangstos@gmail.com.

Creative Spirits
Sharing God’s Love  
in Creative Ways

Now more than ever, Creative Spirits 
Ministry seeks to share God’s message 
of love with people who are suffering 
and separated from family and 
friends during this pandemic. This 
love can be shared in the form of a 
quilt or prayer shawl, prayer beads, a 
framed picture with a Bible verse, an 
inspirational magnet, CD or wooden 
cross. The gifts are offered free of 
charge to anyone in need.  To request 
a gift for yourself or another, contact 
Faith Community Nurse Marilee 
Tollefson at mtollefson@mystandrew.
org.  To learn more about the ministry 
and get involved, contact Sherry 
Owens at sandbowens@verizon.net.

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=LCSA
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0549aaaa229-flushot
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Meet Our New Kingdom Kids 
Coordinator, Christy Hyder...

As an active volunteer with Kingdom 
Kids and Wee Worship for the past 
eight years, I am thrilled to join the 
Children’s Ministry Team! My own two 
children, now a college junior and a 
high school sophomore, participated 
in Kingdom Kids and were confirmed 
here at St. Andrew. During the week, 
I teach kindergarten in Prince Georges 
County at Bond Mill Elementary 
School in Laurel. 

The pandemic 
brought us a 
few unexpected 
challenges this 
summer, but we 
found ways to 
make it fun and 
exciting for kids 
by going virtual. 
Summer lessons 
were emailed 

CHildren’s Ministry

Preschool Update: Open for Learning!
After all that has transpired in these last months, we are thankful that St. 
Andrew’s Preschool has been approved to open with in-person learning, and 
we are looking forward to the new school year more than we could have ever 
imagined!  

Although we are required to limit class size and have fewer classes this fall, 
we’re incredibly grateful that many of our young students, who thrive on social 
interactions and the beauty of in-person education, will have that opportunity. 
All protocols required by the Maryland Department of Education and the 
Centers for Disease Control will be followed to ensure compliance with the 
State, and to provide the safest, healthiest education for the children. But we’ll 
still enjoy plenty of learning and fun! 

We are offering one class each for 4’s, 3’s, and 2’s, as well as a combined 3’s and 
4’s virtual class option. The 4’s class is fully enrolled already. A few openings 
remain in the 2’s and ‘3s classes, as well as in the virtual class option. Get details 
at mystandrew.org/preschool. Contact Director Lia Mai Puskar at 301-384-2660 
or preschool@mystandrew.org.

PRESCHOOL news

Questions?
Preschool: LiaMai Puskar

301-384-2660   
preschool@mystandrew.org

Kingdom Kids: Christy Hyder
chyder@mystandrew.org

to families every week. Elementary 
lessons focused on faith while 
preschoolers learned that God made 
everything, including them.    

We are looking forward to returning 
to a new year of Kingdom Kids for 
children from Pre-K through Grade 
6.  Beginning Sunday, September 13, 
we will share activities about faith, 
forgiveness, honesty, perseverance 
and God’s love for us. Each lesson will 
include a fun video, as well as games, 
conversation points and activities or 
crafts to be completed at home. If 
your children haven’t participated 
before, now is the perfect time to give 
Kingdom Kids a try from the comfort 
of your own home! To register to 
receive lessons each week, click 
HERE.  Questions? Contact Christy at 
chyder@mystandrew.org. 

Children’s Ministry team handing out 
Summer Bible Buckets!

http://mystandrew.org/preschool
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScBlnNGlbxpR1mSAkFQ6KYwbirY-oN5CdiHvbJuBVnnf_CYUA/viewform
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           soCial Ministry

Lutheran Mission Society
“Thrift Shop” Collections

Fri-Sat, September 25 & 26
11 am — 1 pm

We had to skip a few months, but once 
we resumed in June, July and August, 
the response has been overwhelming! 

Thanks to all who gave, and to those 
who volunteered to receive the 
donations and helped pack them on 
the truck. Gather your donations for 
the September collection, coming 
soon.

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

Community Donations
A gift of $500 from church funds 
budgeted for Social Ministry was sent 
to Lutheran Mission Society to help 
with unexpected costs associated with 
Covid-19 response. From Above & 
Beyond funds, a gift of $1,000 was sent 
to Shepherd’s Table to help them meet 
growing demands during the crisis.

Orphan Grain Train
St. Andrew’s Social Ministry team 
delivered 100+ buckets to the OGT 
warehouse for shipment to Africa. The 
buckets are bound for the Lutheran 
Orphanage of Cameroon where they 
will be given to children for their 
personal hygiene use—washing up, 
brushing teeth and the like. Currently 
the children share buckets which has 
the potential to spread disease. This 
donation was made possible through 
the generosity of Stephen Kendall of 
Kendall’s Hardware in Clarksville, as 
well as Thrivent and the LCSA Global 
Mission Team. We pray the buckets 
will be a blessing to each child who 
receives one. 

Special thanks to our faithful OGT 
volunteers who serve at least once 
a month sorting and packing at the 
warehouse in Anne Arundel County. To 
get on that team, contact Margie Davis 
at jam4334@verizon.net.

The Lord’s Truck
Thanks to the team of drivers who 
continue regular pick-ups and have 
adjusted to COVID changes delivering 
to places like Mid-County United 
Ministries (MUM). 

Looking ahead ...
October Shelter Project 
Adjustments must be made to 
serve in this time of change.   
Rather than supplying one 
week of meals and supplies, 
this year, St. Andrew will 
provide the shelter with daily 
breakfast for the entire month. 
The Lord’s Truck drivers have 
already reserved cereal and 
coffee. Thrivent will help 
with milk and juice. Evelyn 
Doermann is now planning for 
the rest. Watch for details and 
online signup, coming soon. To 
learn more, contact Evelyn at 
emdoermann@gmail.com.

School Supplies for 
Linkages to Learning 

Thanks to those who contributed 
generously toward the purchase of 
school supplies to support students 
at Kemp Mill and Greencastle 
Elementary Schools.  Special gratitude 
to Mary Ann Rydland for her creative 
organizing of this project.

Despite the stay at home 
directives, the Social Ministry 
Team continues to find ways to 
serve others. And they didn’t do it 
alone! So many thanks go out to 
so many folks ... 
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Praise the Lord that so far all the children, families, staff and women served and serving in the 
Bethania family have remained well despite the COVID-19 pandemic. As in the U.S. and most 
other countries, India has been hit hard by the virus. The Indian government required that 
Bethania’s residence homes be emptied several months ago to minimize spread of the 
disease. As a result, most of Bethania’s kids are currently living with relatives and friends, 
awaiting the time when the facilities can reopen. The Bethania staff continues to be paid to 
preserve their well-being during this difficult time. The care centers are serving as food 
distribution points for local families. Women who were served by the programs are now 
serving others in need. It is a challenging time, but God is alive and at the center of this 
ministry that continues to bless many.  

Back in February, just before the pandemic set in, St. Andrew 
members Larry & Sue Zimmerman and Jeff & Barbara Wahlbrink 
had the privilege of traveling to India and visiting many of 
Bethania’s ministry sites. Both couples had the opportunity to 
visit the Grace and Shalom Homes for girls, as well as several 
care centers, two women’s empowerment programs, and the 
special needs school. They were also able to stop by the site of 
the new Shalom Home that is currently under construction. The 
Zimmermans stayed longer to visit additional ministry sites and attended the dedication of the Annapoorani Tailoring 

and Embroidery Center and the Women’s Health & Wellness Conference.

Most importantly, all the travelers had the joy and privilege of meeting many 
of the children and women served by Bethania. It was wonderful to watch the 
dedicated staff who works so hard and cares so deeply for those they serve. In 
this challenging time, your help is needed more than ever!  Visit bethaniakids.org 
to read latest news and donate to sponsor a child or help with a program!  

We hope to share more about our recent visit in the months ahead, and encourage 
others to join a future journey to India when we are once again able to travel 
safely. Questions? Contact Larry Zimmerman, Chair of the Bethania Foundation 
at zimmerman.larry@comcast.net. 

New Shalom Home is Rising! 
Even in the midst of the pandemic, 
construction crews are working to 
complete the new Shalom Home for Girls 
as quickly as possible. The site is taking 
shape as walls and partitions are rising out 
of the ground. We are close to meeting our 
goal for the Comprehensive Campaign for 
this building. Right now we are just $20,000 
short of the $550,000 goal!  We will need 
another $50,000 to furnish the project. Overall, the $1,000,000 Campaign is just $28,000 from completion!  Thanks to 
the individual donors, churches, and corporate grants that enable us to continue to grow and serve so many.  Please pray 
for Bethania’s leadership in this final phase of fundraising and visit bethaniakids.org to learn more and donate to help!  

Update: 

http://bethaniakids.org
http://bethaniakids.org
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Even in a Pandemic, the Music Plays on ... 
Surprised to see an article about church music in the midst of a pandemic? Thankfully, God has provided many ways for 
music and praise to thrive even in this unusual time. Between virtual hymns and anthems, talented soloists, and small, 
socially distanced groups, worship and musical praise in and around our St. Andrew community has continued. In the 
words of ‘80s band, The Village People, “You can’t stop the music, nobody can stop the music.” 

In a time when our choirs cannot meet in person for weekly rehearsals and performances, 
technology allows us to make music in new and wonderful ways, reaching people 
who may never have heard these sounds of praise before. We thank God for faithful 
servants, including Bruce Poese and Jeff Schoppert, who have toiled many hours to 
record, support, and produce videos for virtual worship and weekly “Word + Song.” 
We praise God for our own Cantate Domino Choir members who have embraced 
technology challenges with great bravery! The Holy Spirit is working in the midst of it all 
to strengthen our faith and spread God’s Word. 

If you have thought about joining the choir or would like to enhance music in our worship services, please contact me! 
If you want to join in virtual choir rehearsals and recordings and/or participate in carefully limited in-person musical 
offerings, please contact me! If you want more information, please contact me! It’s time to think outside the box, with 
endless opportunities for musical praise, taking into account recommended safety measures and your comfort level. 
Even if you are uncomfortable with or unavailable on Sunday mornings, there are ways to participate by recording in 
advance. 

We pray that we will be able to return to making music in person when that is safe once again but, until that time, 
there’s more than one way to praise the Lord! Won’t you join us? Please contact me at rheilman@mystandrew.org, for 
more information and to join in making music in new and exciting ways! 

Serving the Maker of Music,

Ruth Heilman
Minister of Music

“Sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things.” Psalm 98:1

MusiC Ministry

July 26: Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors

St. Andrew’s Summer Benefit 
Concert tradition continued online 
this year as our own talented 
musicians and friends joined to 
play a variety of music that was 
streamed live! All proceeds went 
to benefit needy families in our 
community by providing school 
supplies and more through C-4 
(Colesville Council of Community 
Congregations), a faith partnership 
that has been serving neighbors in 
need for over 50 years. Almost 900 
students will be served. Special 
thanks to all who contributed 
funds. If you missed the concert, 
click HERE to watch and donate.

Calling All Kids!
Children’s Choir 

Zoom Rehearsals
Starts Sunday, September 6

We are excited to announce the start of 
another great season  of Children’s Choir at 
St. Andrew. The choir is open to all children, 
grades 2-6. Younger kids may be eligible, 
depending upon student interest and 
readiness. Join a Zoom rehearsal and see 
how much fun it is to make music with us!  

To learn more and get a Zoom invitation 
for rehearsals, contact Children’s Choir 
Director Ashley Kirkpatrick at akirkpatrick@
mystandrew.org.

https://www.mystandrew.org/2020/07/virtual-benefit-concert-replay-it/


10

September 2020 Volume 71  

SALTeens News
On Wednesday July 29, the SALTeens 
High School Youth Group did something 
that hadn’t been done in over 4 
months: we gathered IN PERSON for 
CityLight! Even though it was a safely 
distanced, outdoor gathering, it was 
still a lot of fun.  The gathering included 
two special celebrations. First, we 
welcomed the 2020 Confirmation 
class to their first official High School 
Youth event. Later, at the end of the 
night, we gave thanks and prayed over 
all of our 2020 High School Graduates 
as they head off to new adventures 
this fall. It was truly a wonderful time 
and we give thanks for the blessing of 
being together! These days, in-person 
gatherings are rare and special events, 
and we are hope for another chance 
sometime this fall. 

In the meantime, SALTeens will 
continue to meet twice weekly on 
Zoom. We gather  for Oasis on Sunday 
mornings from 9:30 am – 10:30 am and 
for CityLight on Wednesday evenings 
from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. If you know 
a high schooler who may be interested 
in joining SALTeens virtual gatherings, 
contact Pastor G. at ngonzalez@
mystandrew.org.  All are welcome!

 College Ministry 
Meet-Ups

This fall, Pastor G will offer a new 
opportunity for college students to 
meet virtually for Bible study and 
conversation online. The group 
will gather once a month to grow 
in relationship with God and with 
one another. All college students 
are welcome! Contact Pastor G at 
ngonzalez@mystandrew.org for dates 
and details.

CHurCH Happenings
Offering Envelope Update

Deadline to submit changes: September 28
Offering envelopes for 2021 will be ordered soon. If you prefer electronic giving  
and no longer need imprinted envelopes, please help save church funds by letting 
us know. If you don’t presently have envelopes but would like to receive them 
for next year, we’d like to know that too! Regardless, please include your giving 
account number (found on your quarterly giving statements) with all donations 
so they can be tracked for tax reporting purposes. Questions/Changes? Contact 
Debbie in the church office at dsnyder@mystandrew.org.

Confirmation Enrolling for 2020-2021
Classes Begin September 11

Do you have a student entering 7th grade or of any age who has not yet 
been confirmed?  If so, prayerfully consider getting your child involved in 
Confirmation.  Our vibrant Confirmation ministry consists of two years of 
spiritual formation, Christian education, and relationship building which lead 
to the Rite of Confirmation – a public affirmation of faith and a solemn vow 
to live the life of a Christian with the help of the Holy Spirit. Confirmation 
is a milestone journey that teaches about God’s commitment to us and our 
commitment to God. It is a wonderful faith building opportunity that is also 
a lot of fun.  It’s a place where lifetime friendships can be made! St. Andrew 
has a team of experienced, diverse, and dedicated volunteer teachers who 
work with students and their parents to set the foundation for a life-long 
relationship with God.  Students will learn:

 < Old and New Testament Bible
 < Christian Worship
 < The Six Chief Parts of Luther’s Small Catechism

 g The Ten Commandments
 g Holy Baptism
 g The Lord’s Supper/Communion
 g The Creeds
 g Confession and Forgiveness
 g Prayer

Registration is required for new first year students as well as returning second 
year participants. The first class and a mandatory parent meeting will be held 
on September 11 from 7:00 – 9:00 pm via Zoom. 

Confirmation does require a commitment on the part of kids and families, but 
the spiritual benefits last a lifetime! For more information and to register for 
the 2020-21 school year, please contact Confirmation Director Mitch Glazier 
at mglazier@riaa.com.

CANCELLED, but ...
Sadly, due to health restrictions, the 
annual Arts & Craft Holiday Fair has 
been cancelled for this year. However, 
watch for online opportunities to 
purchase your favorite holiday craft 
items, coming later this fall. 
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Small Group Communion Services 
Moving to Mondays

Beginning on September 14, our weekday small group communion celebrations will move from Wednesday to Monday 
to make way for Common Ground Online that will get underway the following Wednesday. The communion services will 
continue outdoors, weather permitting. Registration is required. And, as with all ministry during the time of COVID-19, 
all things are subject to change. Get latest details and sign up online at mystandrew.org. 

WORD + SONG
Moving to Thursdays

Mid-Week Word + Song is a weekly video offering for your spiritual refreshment. Led by a member of St. Andrew’s 
staff, each video includes a brief devotional reflection followed by a related musical offering.  We hope that you’ve 
enjoyed Word+Song on Wednesdays over the summer in your electronic mailbox, on social media or at mystandrew.
org.  Beginning September 17, Word + Song will be posted and sent on Thursdays.  We pray that you will continue to 
enjoy it weekly, to encourage your spirit and soothe your soul! 

Lutheran Women in Mission
Rogate Circle, Bible Study & Crafts 

Tuesday, Sept 15 @ 9:30 am
Hey Sisters in Christ! Even during this pandemic, God gives us the technology to connect with one another.  Join Rogate 
Circle as we begin the fall with a virtual Bible study led by Carolyn Bealle on the subject of heaven. All women are 
welcome!  To get details and an invitation to join this Zoom gathering, contact Karen Matthiesen at  karenmatthiesen@
verizon.net or 301-774-5899. 

LWML Mite Box Ministry
Chesapeake District News

The LWML Mite Box misses you! One of the challenges we face as we meet virtually instead of face-to-face is a decline 
in Mite offerings. The Mite Box is missing temporarily from the Commons, but there are still mission grants to pay. If 
you would like to help us meet our remaining commitments for the 2018-2020 biennium, you may contribute online at 
lwmlchesapeake.org. Click the “Giving to LWML” tab. Thank you for blessing others through your service, your prayers, 
and your giving! Join us for the LWML Chesapeake District VIRTUAL convention on September 26 from 9:30 am – 12:30 
pm! Click HERE for more details.

African Children’s Choir Concert
Rescheduled for 2021

Whenever St. Andrew has hosted the African Children’s Choir, we’ve been blessed by its unforgettable ministry.  The 
2020 performance at St. Andrew had to be rescheduled due to COVID-19, but we were fortunate to secure a new 
date of July 7, 2021. So mark your ‘21 calendar and plan to be blessed again!  And prayerfully consider hosting a small 
group of choir kids and chaperones when the time comes.  Questions? Contact Children’s Ministry Coordinator Robyn 
Howland at robynhowland@hotmail.com. 

The loved ones of Daniel J. Hricko 
are deeply grateful for your 
expressions of sympathy at the 
passing of our dear husband, 
father, brother, uncle and 
grandfather.  
With Love, 
Lee Hricko & Family 

Thank you from the bottom of our 
hearts for your donation of 258 
masks to help us reach our goal 
to serve and protect some of our 
county’s most vulnerable residents.  
Your gift means so much!  
Alexander Knoll 
Cornerstone Montgomery

Mid-County United Ministries 
gratefully acknowledges your recent 
donation that will help us support 
those in need through our food 
pantry distributions and emergency 
assistance with rent, utilities and 
prescriptions.  Thank you for rising 
to the occasion!  We are deeply 
grateful.
Larry White
MUM Executive Director

Please accept our heartfelt 
appreciation for your financial support 
during this past year.  Your gifts 
make it possible for us to provide an 
outstanding academic program within 
the setting of a Christian Community 
to many students who would 
otherwise be unable to participate.  
Thank you!  
Lois Montorio
Vice President of Advancement
Concordia College New York

THANK YOU!

http://mystandrew.org
https://www.lwmlchesapeake.org/

