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In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

      Good News!  
Read on to be inspired 
by all that God is doing 
in and through our faith 
community, even as our 
doors remain closed. To 
God be the glory! 

Years ago, a spiritual director encouraged me to conduct the very simple exercise 
of beginning and ending every day with thanksgiving.  “No matter what’s going on 
in the world, the congregation, or your life,” she said, “find something for which 
you can be thankful, and go for it!”  With that little piece of spiritual instruction, 
let me count some of the blessings I’ve recently seen in our life together during 
this time of great adversity. For example…

Virtual worship has reached people literally around the world and reconnected 
us with a variety of former church members and friends, some of whom are 
experiencing a renewal in their relationship with God. That is good news!  Online 
Bible studies have kept God’s word flowing into our lives and nourishing our 
relationships.  Confirmands are meeting in virtual classrooms and the 2nd year 
class even honored their assignment to plan and lead our weekend worship 
on April 19.  The Salteens are also meeting every week with Pastor Nick. 
Our Preschool staff is conducting online classes and equipping families with 
educational and spiritual resources.  Volunteers are making face masks and 
keeping in touch with members who live alone, have special needs, or are in 
a high-risk category. Our Home Prayer Ministry is as busy as ever, taking our 
petitions to God. Though operating differently, the Lord’s Truck continues to 
roll so that people in need can still be fed.  And the people of St. Andrew have 
continued to support the work of Christ with offerings and gifts, emails, texts, 
and calls filled with encouragement, faith, and love.  All of that is good news too!

As you might imagine, Pastor González and I have also been in touch with our 
colleagues in ministry throughout the country. We’ve attended webinars on 
subjects like virtual worship and ministry in a world of social distancing and have 
been encouraged by the commitment and creativity of sisters and brothers in 
Christ. And, while there’s always more that we can do, we’ve also come away 
from those experiences thankful for a congregation that is alive in Christ and 
fully engaged in a caring ministry that goes forward in careful ways.

Some in the area of church leadership have also predicted that these days will 
bring unexpected blessings to our long-term future. They tell us that weather-
related cancellations of church meetings will come to an end as online meetings 
become part of our parish life. I’m working on being thankful for that one, but 
it does ring true. While giving to many churches is down, online giving has 
increased.  Last, but far from least, the home is now becoming a place into which 
God’s word of grace, hope, and life is flowing like never before.  All of those 
things give validity to a statement I saw on social media declaring, “The church 
is not closed!  It’s been deployed!”

St. Andrew’s 

Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

Continued on page 2
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That’s how it feels to your pastors, and I 
hope this newsletter will help you feel that 
way too. Though we grieve so many losses 
in the midst of a worldwide crisis and 
fervently wish that it wasn’t happening, 
it’s also true that we still have lessons to 
learn, blessings to count, things for which 
to give thanks, and signs that Christ is alive 
and working in the hearts and hands of His 
people.  And that is very Good News, no 
matter what’s going on in the world, in the 
congregation, or in your life!

Thanks to God and thanks to you for all 
you do and all you are for His glory and 
our joy in the Risen Lord!

Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko
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As I wash my hands today
Wash my heart from fear, I pray.
Wash my mind from needless fret.
Wash the world from deadly threat.
Wash the needy with Your grace.

Wash me as I seek Your face.
Wash me, Jesus, every part.

Wash me: body, mind and heart!
In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

A “Hand Washing” Prayer
20 seconds will pass quickly as you 
say this prayer while thoroughly 

washing your hands!
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

From our Treasurer...
I have had the honor of serving as your Treasurer for more 
than 8 years, and I am continually amazed by the support 
and love we receive from the many in our community 
who call St. Andrew their church home. 

Over the past six weeks, we have been richly blessed 
by the continuation of our ministry, even as our church 
doors to have remained closed to worship and activities.  Due to this crisis and 
closure,  I was very concerned that our church community would suffer in many 
ways, including financially. Happily, my worst fears have not been realized. 
Once again, the remarkable people of St. Andrew have risen to the challenge 
and continue to support our ministries not only with time and talent in service 
to the Lord, but also with generous financial gifts.

To be clear, the first week of shutdown saw our weekly donations drop by 
nearly 50%. But soon after, your generous checks began to arrive, and our 
online donations reached new highs as many of you have answered the call to 
support St. Andrew. Although our donations are down approximately 11% from 
the same six-week period in 2019, this relative stability in the face of so much 
uncertainty everywhere is an incredibly powerful testimony to the priority your 
church has in your lives. And your financial gifts have enabled our pastors and 
staff to ensure we can hear the word of God and provide the all-important 
spiritual nourishment so many are seeking, especially in these times.

I’ve been uplifted by recent phone calls from fellow members asking how 
they might help support our ministries in these challenging days. We have cut 
costs where possible, including expenses that simply aren’t required when our 
church facility isn’t operating seven days a week, and I’m very pleased to report 
that we’ve been able to meet all of our contractual obligations (including our 
mortgage) and continued to pay our dedicated staff. Since church workers are 
not eligible for state unemployment benefits, our capacity to pay our staff is of 
critical importance.

A number of members have risen to the challenge to give a little extra, which 
is more important than ever when considering that others are experiencing 
unexpected financial challenges and are struggling to meet basic needs.  As we 
trust God to provide in the midst of these unprecedented times, I ask you to 
prayerfully consider giving beyond your planned contributions to ease possible 
shortfalls, as the Lord provides and your circumstances allow.  

Quite a few of you have now tried our online e-giving platform, and our sincere 
thanks to those who have begun or increased electronic giving.  If you haven’t 
yet given through our secure portal, visit mystandrew.org/give to make a one-
time donation or set up a recurring gift.  Checks may be mailed to LCSA at 
15300 New Hampshire Avenue, Silver Spring, MD  20905. Offering envelopes 
are mail-able, but please don’t send cash  by mail! Other financial gifts, such as 
donations of appreciated stocks or Qualified Charitable Distributions from your 
IRA are also welcome.  Please contact me if you would like more information on 
the process for giving through these vehicles.

Thank you for your incredibly generous gifts and offerings to Christ’s mission at 
St. Andrew.  May the Lord continue to bless and keep you, our church family, 
and those we strive to reach in His amazing grace.  As always, contact me 
anytime with questions or feedback.  I love hearing from you!

In His Name,

Bruce J. Winter, 
Treasurer
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HealtH & Wellness
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace that passes  
all understanding will guard your hearts & minds in Christ Jesus.  

                                                          Philippians 4:6-7

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

Coping in a Crisis
Even in these very unusual times, the members of Health & Wellness Ministry have been up to the usual:  HELPING!  From 
the outset of the crisis, volunteers went straight to work to do what was needed. From sewing masks to cooking meals, 
shopping, delivering food and goods, running errands for those at-risk, keeping in touch through phone calls, cards, and 
lots of prayers … countless needs have been met within and beyond our faith community by an awesome group of almost 
100 volunteers, led and organized by Faith Community Nurse, Marilee Tollefson.

Thanks to St. Andrew Craft Ministry and friends, almost 1000 masks have now been made and distributed to members, 
friends and organizations like Casey House, Prince George’s Park Police, Sandy Spring Volunteer Fire Department, MCPS, 
US Naval Training, Cornerstone Montgomery, and many more.  And the sewing machines just keep on humming! 

If you need a mask, or assistance with food, essential errands, prayers or other support, your church family is here to help!  
Contact Marilee at mtollefson@mystandrew.org.  

Time on Your Hands? 
Make a Prayer Shawl 

or Prayer Beads! 
Janet Severi Bristow, founder of the 
first Prayer Shawl Ministry, wrote: 
“Shawls … made for centuries 
universal and embracing, symbolic of 
an inclusive, unconditionally loving, 
GOD.  They wrap, enfold, comfort, 
cover, give solace, mother, hug, shelter 
and beautify.  Those who have received 
these shawls have been uplifted and 
affirmed, as if given wings to fly above 
their troubles …”

If you like to work with yarn, fleece, 
or beads, our Creative Spirits Ministry 
needs you!   Use your time and talents 
to create a shawl, lap blanket or prayer 
beads that will bring a message of 
God’s love and comfort to someone 
facing a serious health or life crisis. 
Patterns and instructions are available. 
Contact Sandi Goetsch at sandiz80@
msn.com or 301-633-6568 to learn 
more about how you can help. 

Mask Makers Sew On...
St. Andrew sewers began making 
masks in early March, initially to 
provide for medical workers and 
high-risk members. Little did they 
know that soon we would ALL be in 
need. Volunteers sewed on ... and on 
...  and will continue making masks 
as long as the need (and supplies) 
are there. If you have any spare 
elastic (1/8” & 1/4”) you can donate, 
please contact Sue Scherer at susan.
quilts@comcast.net.
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     Creative Spirits: 
     You Are Invited to Share in a Prayer Vigil

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as you already are doing. 
1 Thessalonians 5:11

Creative Spirits is a ministry that incorporates prayer into all gatherings, initiatives and activities. So, at this time of 
uncertainty in the world, it seemed appropriate to use the group’s creative gifts and talents to develop a Prayer Vigil 
that can be shared virtually as a reminder for all of us to put faith before fear. 

During this time of great anxiety and sorrow, we turn to our Almighty Father, petitioning Him for aid in our distress.   Let 
us pray together to remember that our God is in charge and will never leave our side.  He is our Light and leads the way.  
In His love and provision, we need not be afraid. With His strength, we can turn our thoughts to His truths.  We can 
remember that we are not alone in these struggles and, by helping others, we gain hope and strength and can share it 
with those we love.  However, we know that we will need His help for patience to endure the days and weeks ahead.  

For where two or three gather in My name, there am I with them.  Matthew 18:20
With these words of Jesus in mind, the members of Creative Spirits invite you with love to use the following 
scriptures and prayers  to participate “virtually” with them in this prayer vigil, in the safety of your home, alone or 
with loved ones, until the pandemic and time of social distancing has ended.

Opening Prayer: In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen.  We humbly come before You, Father, to seek Your 
strength, peace, and hope, and to remember Your many blessings.

Scripture: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.” John 1:1-5

Prayer: Lord Jesus, let us bask in Your light and love, as You overcome the darkness.

Scripture: “The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do 
not be discouraged.” Deuteronomy 31:8

Prayer: Lord Jesus, infuse these words into every fiber of our being. We release our fears and discouragement into Your hands. 

Scripture: “We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive 
every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 2 Corinthians 10:5

Prayer: Holy Spirit, help us to take captive every thought that argues us away from Your truth and love.

Scripture: “Look to the Lord and His strength; seek His face always.” 1 Chronicles 16:11

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us remember to seek Your face for holy wisdom, love, and strength.

Scripture: “And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. Obey your leaders and 
submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a 
joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” Hebrews 13:16-17

Prayer: Heavenly Father, give us hearts filled with the desire to self sacrifice and do good for the sake of others. Guide us to 
submit to Your will and obey Your appointed leaders.

Scripture: “This calls for patient endurance on the part of the saints who obey God’s commandments and remain faithful to 
Jesus.” Revelation 14:12

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help us to stay obedient to You and trust in the Lord with patient endurance.

Closing Prayer: Oh God our almighty Father, during this time of tremendous uncertainly and loss, may this prayer vigil provide us 
with comfort, hope, and mindfulness that is centered in Christ the Lord. Amen.
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Manna Food Drive 
Report

Although the annual Manna Food 
Drive had to be cancelled due to 
the health crisis, fortunately we got 
a great start thanks to those who 
had brought food early and those 
who set up the food pyramid in the 
Commons. Volunteers loaded 1,135 
pounds of food from just that early 
effort! Donations of $350 were  
collected and passed on to Manna 
from St. Andrew. Thanks to all  those 
who donated directly to Manna by 
mail or online. The tradition will 
continue when the crisis abates.  

UPDATE:
Lutheran Mission Society

LMS has been a foundation of 
support to the needy in our region 
since 1906, through many years and 
many crises.  During this crisis, LMS 
Compassion Center Thrift Stores 
were closed as non-essential, so a 
key source of LMS income is gone. 
To minimize the shortfall, part-time 
employees were furloughed, and 
full-time employees took a pay 
cut. Despite the challenges, LMS 
continues to distribute food to the 
community every Wednesday.  St. 
Andrew has donated $500 to LMS 
from the Social Ministry budget, but 
much more is needed.  To help, send 
your check payable to LMS to PO Box 
438, Linthicum, MD 21090 or give 
online at compassionplace.org. 

Food Pantry News 
Despite the COVID closure, St. 
Andrew’s food pantry continues 
to be a source of support for our 
local community.  Groceries were 
packed and provided to families of 
children in the Linkages to Learning 
program at Kemp Mill Elementary 
school.  Non-perishables on our 
shelves have also been shared with 
Rabbi Robert Pristoop and his team 
for distribution through the MishKan 
HaShofar Messianic Congregation.  

UPDATE:

The COVID-19 crisis is affecting 
ministries worldwide, and Bethania 
Kids in India is no exception.  The 
crisis is especially dire in places 
where there is extreme poverty 
and a high concentration of 
population, and this is true on 
both counts in many parts of India.  
Fervent prayers are needed for 
those affected.  

By God’s grace we received 
word during Holy Week from Dr. 
Gnanakan, CEO of the Bethania 
Foundation in India, that all were 
well and safe as of his writing.  
Many of the 900 children served 
by the ministry are quarantining 
at home with families, as much as 
possible.  Teachers and staff were 
all in good health as well.  

Typical of the strong faith of our 
brothers and sisters serving there, 
Dr. Gnanakan offered his prayers 
for us and expressed his belief 
that this time of distancing will 
be a hidden blessing in drawing 
all hearts closer to Jesus. Please 
keep the leaders, staff and families 
served by Bethania in your prayers.  
Learn more and donate to the 
mission at bethaniakids.org. 

Linkages to Learning
“Drive By” Collection

Friday, May 8 
10:00 am – 2:00 pm

At this time when we would normally 
be gearing up for our Summer Food 
Program to help needy families at 
Kemp Mill Elementary School, the 
plans are unfortunately on hold 
due to the current health crisis. 
However, we have found ANOTHER 
way to partner with Linkages to 
Learning to help these families in 
this time of great need. It’s a “Drive-
By” Collection! 
Bring any of the items listed below 
to the church entrance on Friday, 
May 8 from 10:00 am – 2:00 pm.  To 
keep your distance, place donations 
in your back seat or your trunk, and 
we’ll have folks ready to retrieve 
them safely. If you do get out of your 
car to deposit your donations in the 
available bins, please practice social 
distancing and wear a face mask or 
covering.   

 ? Gift Cards: Grocery/Target/
Walmart

 ? Laundry Detergent
 ? Hand & Body Soap 
 ? Toothbrushes/Toothpaste
 ? Diapers/Baby Wipes
 ? Toilet Paper
 ? Paper Towels
 ? Disinfectant Wipes 
 ? Any Disinfectant Item

We understand that some of these 
items are in short supply and may 
be difficult to find. No need to go 
“above & beyond” to get them.  Just 
keep the needs in mind as you shop 
for yourself at local stores or online, 
and we’ll trust the Lord to provide 
as we do the best we can with what 
we find! Questions? Contact Margie 
Davis at jam4334@verizon.net or 
301-922-4146.

           social Ministry

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com
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Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me 
and do  not stop them! For the kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14

cHildren’s Ministry

PRESCHOOL has been ‘up and running’ since the social distancing began 
and will continue to operate in a virtual capacity as long as need be.  Staff is 
staying in close touch with families, offering advice and sending out projects, 
activities, worksheets, and educational links and videos as appropriate.  Zoom 
sessions of “Circle Time” and stories have been a highlight for the children.  
Chapel continues as well, on a virtual basis. Even our annual caterpillar project 
continued forward, with one teacher monitoring and sharing photographs of 
progress and ultimately seeing five beautiful butterflies emerge!  

KINGDOM KIDS lessons are sent to 
families by email every Saturday 
evening, so they are ready to share 
on Sunday morning. Parents receive 
“cues” to help them teach, including 
a synopsis of the message of the day 
and the relevant Bible verse.  Links are 
shared so the kids can enjoy the video 
portion of the message as well. 

All in all, Children's Ministry 
continues in new ways. Lord willing, 

we'll be back to “normal” soon, 
better and stronger than ever!

PRESCHOOLnews

Life has changed for all of us in recent weeks, and adjustments have been made  
accordingly to offer some semblance of normalcy for the children in Preschool 
and Kingdom Kids. As a result, teachers and students alike are on a HUGE learning 
curve!  Even though most of the staff have years of experience, everyone feels 
like a “first year” teacher in the midst of these changes. By God’s grace and 
through lots of hard work behind the scenes, we are all adjusting and, as usual, 
the kids are resilient and enthusiastic. 

Virtual Children’s Messages
A Word from Lauren Hricko

During this season of distance and virtual worship, I am so thankful for the 
opportunity to share children’s messages with our church family. I am a 
fourth-grade teacher. I love teaching partly because it helps children learn 
what they need to build their own lives. During my two years of teaching, I 
have learned that I often underestimate how much a child understands and 
remembers. This got me thinking about what the children of our church will 
remember after this pandemic has passed. Will they remember how their 
families made time to worship and hear God’s word each week, even while 
at home? Will they remember the message that God’s love remains the 
same even when things around them change? I pray that these ideas begin 
to take hold in their hearts as they learn who they are in Jesus. I hope that 
the children’s messages remind them that God loves them, and that their 
church family loves them too! May His love become the foundation that they 
can stand on in every season of life. God bless you and your family!

Questions?
Contact Lia Mai Puskar 

Children’s Ministry Coordinator
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com
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Virtual Happenings
SALTeens Youth Group Moves Online!

Like many other Bible studies and groups, the youth have continued to meet virtually 
with Pastor G. throughout the pandemic. One of the coolest things about meeting 
online is that many of the youth, who are often unable to join us on Wednesday nights 
due to other commitments, have had the chance to join in, and it has been great. 
We’ve played games on Zoom, shared our highs and lows, and continue to grow in 
faith together through this crisis.

One special blessing of this time has been the development of a “SALTeens Letter 
Writing Squad.” The youth were looking for a way to connect and serve, so Faith 
Community Nurse Marilee Tollefson compiled a list of members who are not connected 
online. Pastor G shared those names with teens who wrote them letters. The letter 
writing team has been a great way to build connections while employing a classic 
method that the recipients know and enjoy, and teens don’t use much otherwise.   
One letter recipient exclaimed, “receiving this heartfelt note from a SALTeen member 
made me so happy to know that our church’s young people are learning and growing 
in their faith in these difficult times.”

Pastor G. says, “Although this pandemic has certainly caused them to miss out on 
some special events, we are making the best of the time we have together.  Join us 
twice a week, Wednesday nights at 7:00 pm and Sunday mornings at 11:00 am!”

Social Distancing Won’t Stop Our Confirmands!
As Confirmands prepare to confirm their baptism and profess their faith, once again the 2nd Year Class led a full 

worship service on April 19 – only this time, they went virtual! Their ability to pull together during the COVID 
pandemic is a great testament to the faith and dedication of this class and their teachers. Great job!

If you missed this service, check it out at mystandrew.org. Click Virtual Worship.

If you know a high schooler who 
is looking to join SALTeens virtual 
gatherings, contact Pastor G. at 

ngonzalez@mystandrew.org.  
All are welcome!
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Virtual Groups
Members and friends continue to connect across cyber-space thanks to dedicated leaders and technology tools 
like Zoom video-conferencing. All are welcome! Contact the leader for details and an invitation to join:

 � Bible Study, Sundays at 9:00 am – explore the weekly lectionary (seasonal) scripture readings. Led by Ken Austin, 
keaustin@verizon.net.

 � Book Study, Sundays at 9:30 am – Hearing God by Dallas Willard. Led by Anne & Bill Harpster, harpster77@
hotmail.com.

 � Women’s Bible Study, Mondays at 7:00 pm – explore and practice a variety of ways to pray. Led by Patty Belke, 
pbelke1@gmail.com.

 � Men’s Morning Bible Study, Tuesdays at 7:30 am – The Art of Forgiving by Lewis Smedes. Led by Jim Abeles, 
jamesabeles@gmail.com.

 � Women’s Study, Wednesdays at 10:00 am – The Quest by Beth Moore. Led by Robyn Howland, robynhowland@
hotmail.com.

 � Evening Devotions & Prayer, Wednesdays at 8:15 pm – All welcome for this brief time of mid-week encouragement. 
Led by Ken Austin, keaustin@verizon.net.

 � Light Yoga, Thursdays at 7:00 pm – Stretch & grow in Christ! All levels welcome. Led by Kendra LoBosco, klobosco@
gmail.com.

 � Health Warriors Support Group, 2nd & 4th Tuesday at 10:30 am – Challenged by a health concern or caring for 
someone who is? Join this group to learn, listen and share. Led by Sheila Langston, slangstos@gmail.com.

 � SALTeens High Schoolers – CityLight meets Wednesdays at 7:00 pm and Oasis meets Sundays at 11:00 am. Led by 
Pastor G, ngonzalez@mystandrew.org.

 HAVE YOU TRIED an online group yet?  If not, now is the time!  See what others are saying …
It’s awesome that everyone can still participate even though we’re physically apart.  Frankly, I hope some online classes 
continue even after the stay-at-home order is lifted.  It’s great for us all to master a way to reach out to brothers and 
sisters in Christ who can’t physically come together on St. Andrew’s campus, like homebound members, college stu-
dents, or those who frequently travel and so can’t commit to a regular Bible study. Stephanie Gnewuch 

In the midst of our world’s chaos, members of the 9:30 Sunday group have not missed a beat in our plans and curric-
ulum. Our Easter Sunday gathering was amazing! We acknowledge Our Lord and Savior through study, prayer, music, 
sharing of ideas, experiences and thanksgiving.  We pray for world leaders, health care professionals, those in any type 
of need as well as one other.  Our current study is Hearing God: Developing a Conversational Relationship with God by 
Dallas Willard. How timely and appropriate, especially when so many are fearful, worried, confused, grieved and con-
cerned. We are being equipped to assist our brothers and sisters in Christ to provide grace and peace. We are ecstatic 
to have a few new members, and we pray for more! Lenore Ammons

stay connected
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Thank you so much for the virtual 
worship! We are enjoying it very 
much. We’re praying for you all, 
and are with you in spirit, all the way 
from Kenya! 

Thank you for the inspiring Lenten 
message. I am isolating at home 
while my wife recovers in rehab.  I am 
mourning the loss of my father and a 
good friend. Pastor Hricko’s words 
of assurance and those of Martin 
Luther and the beautiful music help 
me to look forward to spring and a 
return to more normal living.

Here in India we are fine and we 
pray for you and all of your people. 
We watched your worship and it’s so 
good! Thank you for the link and for 
your prayers. God loves me and you! 

No words can express our gratitude 
for all of your prayers, cards and 
offers to help in our hour of need. 
The times are trying and while we 
are separated from one another, we 
are never alone. Each message gives 
me a visual of all our church standing 
around us in prayer and support. 
Thank you! We thank God for you!

After so many years away, it is 
wonderful to worship once again 
with the St. Andrew family, from 
California where I am serving as a 
physician in this troubling time.  The 
connection is a blessing! 

Words of Thanks & EncouragementWords of Thanks & Encouragement
Thank you for keeping in touch.  I find 
it comforting and calming. I so miss 
the fellowship that strengthens and 
restores my soul, but I am proud of the 
conscientious and thoughtful decisions 
made by our church leaders during this 
challenging time.  

What a great message, wonderful 
music, and excellent camera and 
technological craftsmanship. Thank 
you all for a spiritually uplifting 
service. And special thanks to Lauren 
for the children’s message. It was 
outstanding! 

I didn’t want to be online but I am 
thankful now that I consented to get 
on the church email list. The virtual 
worship and communication are food 
for my soul.  Bless you all!

The music and messages for today 
brought a sense of peace to the 
troubled situation we all are facing. 
Our Sunday worship has become a vital 
part of my week, helping to relieve the 
stress of days past, and bring hope for 
the week ahead. Thank you for this 
service and your passion. Your efforts 
have replaced the emptiness I was 
feeling and brought me joy.

Thanks to all who participated in the 
HoneyBaked “curbside” fundraiser 
on Maundy Thursday, and spread 
the word to neighbors and friends. 
Together, we raised over $800 for 
St. Andrew!  And hopefully we all had 
a delicious Easter meal too! 

New Life Among Us! New Life Among Us! 
Life goes on at St. Andrew, even 
when we are not there to witness it.  
Just a few weeks ago, “Goose Family 
2020” came to roost on our lawn,  
and soon 4 goslings were waddling 
around the property following their 
proud mother and father goose!  
God has made everything beautiful 
in its time.  Ecclesiastes 3:11

Children’s Choir UpdateChildren’s Choir Update
The children had an awesome time 
reconnecting through a “sing-along” 
last Sunday via Zoom! Thanks to 
Children’s Choir Director Ashley 
Kirkpatrick who is diligently working 
to put together a virtual song that 
we hope will be featured in online 
worship soon.  Stay tuned! 


