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In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

 ` “Cleaning Up the Mess”  Lent Series

 ` SALTeens Pie Auction - 3/15

 ` Soup Showdown - 3/22

 ` Manna Food Drive - 3/22

 ` Craft Ministry Spring Fling - 3/29

 ` VBS Registration Now Open

The season of Lent is meant to be a time of spiritual reflection, renewal, 
discipline, and growth for those who seek to live as followers of Jesus.  It’s also, 
as one of our liturgies puts it, a time to “intensify our struggle” against anything 
that would prevent us from living our life in Christ.  

To that end, Pastor González and I invite you to enter deeply into this holy 
time by taking advantage of the Lenten worship opportunities available to you 
on Sundays, Mondays, Wednesdays, and eventually during Holy Week as we 
journey to Easter.  We also invite you to consider all the other ways we live 
the life of Christ through our learning, our relationships, and our service to the 
world, many of which are illustrated in this newsletter.

As I recently noted to a friend one Sunday morning in the Commons, there is 
strength for me here at St. Andrew.  It’s in my worship and at the altar.  It’s in 
my relationships with fellow believers who meet me where I am.  And it’s in the 
service to which we’ve all been called.  In all these ways, we are reminded that 
God is with us and we are not alone.  

I pray that you will also know that strength, as well as the comfort, peace, hope, 
and joy Jesus brings through His journey to the cross.  As long as I’ve been at 
this, it’s still an amazing thing to me, and I never stop wishing that more people 
were here to experience the difference He makes in all of life through a vibrant 
church family.

So, carve out the time and join us this Lent to renew your walk with God, and 
know that I’m praying that it will bless you in all sorts of wonderful ways.

The Lord be with you+

Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko

St. Andrew’sSt. Andrew’s  nneewsws
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41
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Howard County 
Mission Efforts 

Continue
In the fall of 2018, Bible studies in 
Howard County began at the Linden 
Hall Community Center in Ellicott City.  
Last fall, the Bible study introduced a 
planning discussion component for the 
development of a permanent ministry 
of St. Andrew in the area. And, by the 
end of 2019, it was determined that 
the time had come for not one but two 
groups to meet separately on a regular 
basis. The result is that the Bible 
studies are continuing on Tuesday 
evenings at Linden Hall with breaks 
during Lent, the summer, and Advent, 
while a re-constituted planning group 
will meet to further develop a plan for 
moving forward in the coming years as 
God continues to bless and guide our 
efforts.
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Everyone is invited to attend the 
Tuesday Bible studies, whether or 
not you live in Howard County!  Look 
for details in our weekly printed and 
online announcements. And anyone 
interested in becoming part of the 
mission planning team is invited to 
contact David Peitsch or one of our 
pastors to get involved.  Let’s go!  

CRAFT MINISTRY
“SPRING FLING”

Sunday, March 29
St. Andrew Crafters have been 

busy creating new items 
for spring and Easter. 

ONE DAY ONLY! 
Stop by their display in the 

Commons and pick up some 
cheerful items for gifts or 

to brighten your home 
and welcome spring!
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

Sunday, March 22 
Starts at 12:15 pm

Proceeds will benefit Global Mission Team projects.

Cooks and Tasters Needed!
Select your favorite soup to make from the following categories:  

Register online at mystandrew.org. 
Questions? Contact Ted Hesselroth at soupshowdown@gmail.com.

 � Beef/Pork
 � Poultry
 � Seafood

 � Vegetarian
 � Dessert Soup
 � Bread Tasting

7th Annual Global Mission Team

This year’s event will also include a Silent Auction of 
beautiful African clothing from Grace Christian fellowship, Liberia.
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Dear Pastors & Members of St. Andrew,
Words cannot express my sincere thanks for your love, generosity, care and support from the time 
Eddie became unwell. As the months went by, help came from every direction. There was never a 
time when a call went unanswered. I feel so blessed to be a part of such a caring church family. I 
am also doubly and richly blessed to be a part of another loving, caring and giving family, Eddie’s 
family. God’s richest blessings to all of you, 
Emma James

Dear Friends, 
Thank you so much for supporting me in my mission to Scotland to show Jesus to University 
students. I am incredibly excited for where God is taking my life. I am also thankful that my 
grandparents are part of such a great church. My Grandma and Grandpa have been amazing 
examples of Christ’s love in my life and I know that having a good church home is key to that. 
Lauren Hessler 

Dear Friends, 
Thank you for remembering me in your prayers during my cancer treatment. Things are going very 
well. It’s a long road but all of the support makes it easier.
Heather Bucalos
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THANKS . . .

for the generous EMEAN 
contributions to help neighbors  in 
crisis with one-time rent, utility 
payments and prescriptions.  
Over $1,300 was sent to Eastern 
Montgomery Emergency Assistance 
Network in January.

More thanks to those who brought  
donations of household goods, gift 
cards, and funds to support the 
LSS Refugee Resettlement effort 
in February. Many will feel God’s 
love in their new homes in America 
thanks to your generous giving.  

More Thanks to the volunteers who 
hang clothes and distribute food at 
the C-4 Clothes Closet which serves 
many needy families. The Lord’s 
Truck team keeps our Food Pantry 
stocked so that volunteers can 
distribute groceries to those in need 
on Tuesdays and Fridays.  

More Thanks to all who  donated 
those extra calendars. They helped 
low-income families at many 
distribution points, including C-4 
and a medical clinic in D.C. Keep the 
notepads coming!

LMS Thrift Shop 
Collections

Sundays  
March 22 & April 26

As you do your 
spring cleaning, 
sort and pack your 
extra clothing and 
small household 
items carefully 
for LMS.  Boxes are best to avoid 
breakage on the truck!  Thanks! 

Book 
Donations 
Needed! 

C-4 is already 
planning for next 

Christmas! Please bring gently 
used books for kids or adults in 
English or Spanish to the Coat 
Room. Mark your bag “C-4 Books.” 
Thanks!

Bull & Oyster Roast
to Benefit  

LMS Compassion Place
Saturday, April 25

Join us at the Richlin Ballroom 
in Harford Countty from 1:30 
– 5:30 pm for a Bull & Oyster 
Roast to benefit LMS Compassion 
Place Ministries. Gather a table 
of friends and enjoy great food, 
beverages, silent auction, music 
and much more fun. To order your 
tickets call 410-636-0123 or email 
tickets@compassionplace.org.

Manna Food Drive
Sunday, March 22

During the month of March, let’s 
help  replenish the shelves at Manna 
Food Center! Hunger is a hidden but 
prevalent problem in Montgomery 
County. Manna’s mission is to help 
end hunger through food distribution 
and other forms of support. Their 
vision is to provide a place where 
all people at all times have access 
to safe, sufficient, nutritious food 
to help them lead fulfilling lives. 
Last year, St. Andrew members and 
friends donated 8,050 pounds of 
food to the cause. Our goal this year 
is to surpass that amount. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP: During 
March,  grab a grocery bag or two 
and a list of Manna’s most needed 
food items from the table in the 
Commons. The wish list can also 
be found online at mannafood.org. 
Bring your donations to the church 
on Sunday, March 22. There will be 
a Manna truck at the main entrance 
with helpers at the ready to load 
your items. Monetary donations are 
also welcomed. Make your check 
payable to “Manna Food Center” 
and place it in the offering plate on 
or before March 22. Volunteers are 
needed to help load the truck. Teens 
can earn service hours! Sign up with 
Jennifer Lee at jferlee@gmail.com 
or 530-219-1753.

Thanks for your help in 
fighting hunger in 

Montgomery County!

           Social MiniStry

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

Pilot Program - Special thanks to 
our confirmation students and families 
for generous donations of classroom 
supplies to elementary schools in the 
Paint Branch cluster. 

Stay tuned for more details as LCSA 
joins other faith-based communities to 
support Paint Branch cluster schools, 
as part of an MCPS pilot program to 
help local schools with  populations in 
great need.
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Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me 
and do  not stop them! For the kingdom of heaven belongs 

to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14

children’S Ministry

From March 9-13, St. Andrew Preschool will be celebrating “Lutheran School 
Week.”  It’s always a week filled with special fun for students and their 
families. The preschoolers will sing at 11 am worship on Sunday, March 8 
to kick things off.  “Spirit Week” will follow, with Princess & Superhero Day, 
Pajama Day, Favorite Color Day, and more.  Special snacks will be served each 
day. The festivities will close with the Annual Ice Cream Social on Friday, 
March 13, from 6:00 – 7:30 pm.  All are welcome to join us for a very special 
presentation by the 3- and 4-year olds in the Sanctuary at 6 pm, followed by 
delicious ice cream in the Great Room! 
 
Enrollment continues for the 2020-2021 school year.  As of this writing, 
openings remain in the 2’s and 3’s programs. The 4’s classes are completely 
full. Visit our website at mystandrew.org/preschool for details regarding class 
times and fees, or call Preschool Director, Lia Mia Puskar with any questions. 

Despite the chilly weather, enrollment for Summer Camp has already begun! 
Three weeks are available for potty trained, 3-5 year olds, starting Tuesday, 
May 26. Check the website for details and registration forms.

During March, K-6th graders will focus on FORGIVENESS, with the basic 
truth for the children to learn being the age-old concept, “Treat others as 
you would like to be treated.” The Pre-K children will focus on following 
Jesus, based on the memory verse, “Jesus said, ‘Come and follow me.’” 
Matthew 4:19. 

Bring your child to join the fun! K-6 can register any Sunday at 9:30 am 
in Room 118. Pre-K meets in room 123.  Give your child a gift that lasts a 
lifetime - a foundation in God’s holy word! 

PRESCHOOLnews

Questions?
Contact Lia Mai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com



7

March 2020 Volume 71 Issue 3

All Aboard!

Questions Or Ideas?
Contact VBS Director 

Marianne Lohr 
at mariannelcsa@verizon.net 

or 410-377-2250

Vacation Bible School
June 22-26

VBS at St. Andrew is always a magical 
place filled with God’s love and lessons. 
It’s also a great opportunity to share 
that love with children and families in 
our community. Spread the word to 
neighbors and friends! All aboard!

RegistRation 
opens MaRch 1 

Register online at mystandrew.org.  
VBS is open to children ages 3 (potty-
trained) through Grade 5. The cost is 
$45 for the first child in a family, and 
$40 for each additional child. Sign-up 
and pay before May 1 to get a $10 
discount per child ($35/30). 

Want to shaRe  
YouR cReativitY? 

Meet some great people? Be part of a 
fabulous outreach opportunity? Join 
the VBS Planning Team as we work 
to make our theme come to life. To 
get details and/or express interest, 
contact Marianne Lohr or sign up in 
the Commons. All welcome! Teens, 
your help is eligible for service hours! 

You can help!  
Donate or Loan 

Help us transform our space to this 
year’s railway theme! Place items 
in the marked box in the Coat 
Room, labeled with your name so 
they can be returned.

 � Old suitcases or trunks
 � Artificial Christmas trees
 � Train-related items

 
Volunteer at VBS 

We’ll need station leaders, 
station assistants, crew leaders, 
registration assistants, and 
decorating volunteers. Teens can 
earn service hours. Even if you 
aren’t available for the whole 
week, help on the days you can! 

Pray
For the ministry, the leaders, 
volunteers and all children who 
will participate. 

Do Your  “Homework”
Complete a “Take Home Craft Kit” 
found at the VBS display in the 
Commons in the weeks ahead. 

CRAFT MINISTRY 
Do you have a special hobby or talent 
you’d like to share to benefit God’s 
ministry at St. Andrew and beyond? 
If so, prayerfully consider joining our 
Craft Ministry. Many crafters meet 
on Wednesdays between 9 am – 3 
pm for fellowship and to work on 
projects that include needlework, 
knitting, quilting, painting, gluing, 
woodworking, hand work, machine 
work, etc. Some come for a few 
hours; others bring their lunch and 
stay all day. Come for as long as you 
like. No experience necessary! 

That’s not all! Craft Ministry 
also includes “home crafters” who 
work on their own time to create 
special items for the  Holiday Fair. 
To learn more and share about your 
hobbies and talents, contact Craft 
Ministry Chair Sue Scherer at susan.
quilts@comcast.net or catch Sue 
after the 9:30 service most Sunday 
mornings. Don’t be shy! All ideas 
are welcome! 

Begins March 8
“Spring Ahead”

One Hour! 
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health & WellneSS

Senior Adult Fellowship
Musical Plumer Family  

& Potluck Lunch
Tuesday, March 3

11:00 am, Sanctuary
In March we will welcome back the 
Musical Plumer Family, some of our 
favorite entertainers! Frank and his 
three children perform a variety 
of music from classical to jazz and 
everything in between.  

Frank is a vocalist and pianist who 
for over 40 years has played at many 
D.C. venues and has performed for 

four presidents! 
Son Tony is an 
a c c o m p l i s h e d 
pianist/vocalist and 

has played on many prestigious stages 
including Carnegie Hall. Daughter 
Cecilia is a pianist & soprano and sings 
in five different languages! Daughter 
Julia, a violinist, vocalist, and pianist, 
has played for the Peabody Youth 
Orchestra and at the Kennedy Center.  
Both daughters have sung with The 
Washington National Opera Children’s 
Chorus for many years. 

Following the entertainment we 
will enjoy  a  potluck lunch in the 
Commons.  Bring your favorite dish to 
share. Sign up at the Welcome Center 
or contact Jeanette at 301-879-5950.  
If you need a ride to church, contact 
Marilee in the office. 

For everyone who asks receives; and everyone who searches finds; 
and to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Luke 11:10

Creative Spirits: Here When You Need Us

Creative Spirits is a Health and Wellness ministry that knits together prayer with 
handmade gifts to send messages of God’s love to people who are struggling 
with a life challenge.  Many beautiful stories of comfort and peace have come 
from both recipients and givers of these gifts. The ministry offers a variety of 
gifts for those in need. 

Pictured here are examples of the “framed photo.”  Each contains a photograph 
taken and donated by a St. Andrew member and a related Bible verse designed 
to inspire spiritual peace. The first photo pictured on the left was taken in 
Greece during the St. Andrew trip in 2018 and the accompanying verse is John 
14:27 “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give you.” The second photo 
was entered in the photo contest 
by church member Don Becker and 
its verse is from Romans 12:2 “be 
transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, so that you may prove what the 
will of God is, that which is good and 
acceptable and perfect.”  

Creative Spirits has a wide variety of “framed photos” and many other gifts 
to choose from.  Sometimes a gift recipient’s challenge lingers or becomes 
chronic, such as depression, cancer or loneliness.  In that case, consider giving 
an additional gift over time as a Godly reminder. All gifts are given free of charge. 
Contact our Faith Community Nurse, Marilee Tollefson, to select a gift for your 
loved one.  Contact Sandi Goetsch (sandiz80@msn.com) or Sherry Owens 
(sandbowens@verizon.net) to learn more about Creative Spirits ministry. 

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

Living Well Chronic Pain 
Self-Management Workshop

Wednesdays, April 15 – May 20
9:30 am – 12:00 noon, Room 117, LL

Join this 6-week workshop to help you manage chronic pain, decrease 
discomfort and increase your energy! Learn how to maximize your 
potential by exploring stress & relaxation techniques, managing symptoms 
& challenges, evaluating your treatment options, discussing medications, 
practicing gentle exercise and setting goals for yourself. Open to anyone living 
with a chronic condition as well as family members and caregivers. FREE, but 
space is limited. Register today at holycrosshealth.org/classes-events or 301-
754-8800. Questions? Contact Jane Cashin at 703-534-5247.
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church happeningS

Blood Drive Results
Thanks to all who made last month’s 
blood drive a success. Between 
the twenty-four individuals who 
participated, 26 pints of blood were 
donated that have the potential to help 
up to 70 patients in need!  

Donate a Lily
Help Beautify 

St. Andrew’s Chancel on 
Easter Morning! 

Orders Due by March 30

Purchase an Easter lily in honor 
or memory of a loved one, or 
just to give glory to God on 
Easter morning. The cost is $15 
per plant. Place your order at 
the Welcome Center in the 
Commons no later than March 
30. Please note on your payment 
envelope whether you will take 
your lily following the 11:00 
Easter Sunday service or pick 
it up in the church office later. 
Unclaimed lilies will be delivered 
to ill and homebound members 
and friends.

Board of Directors 
Elects New Leaders

At its first meeting of 2020, the St. 
Andrew  Board of Directors re-elected 
Glen Harvell as Chair, elected Kimberly 
Bolton as Vice-Chair, and re-appointed 
Bruce Winter as Treasurer of our 
congregation.  Be sure to keep our 
leaders in your regular prayers and 
give thanks for their service among us!

LWML Mite Ministry
Mission Grant Update

We have good news about Mission Grants! Thanks to your the generous          
donations to Mites over the last few months, the Chesapeake District Lutheran 
Women in Mission was able to pay grants to the Lutheran Heritage Foundation 
for $4,000 and to Trinity Lutheran Church Preschool for $4,000. 

The next grant we will fund in the amount of $5,000 will go to the Wyneken 
Project to support much needed outreach to the Liberian and Hispanic 
communities in Baltimore, and to the Lutheran Blind Outreach. 

There are are still more projects to be funded by June 30. Please help us 
reach our goal by dropping coins, bills, or checks into the large Mite Box at 
the Welcome Center. Take a small box home to collect your spare change, too! 
For more information about LWML Mites, contact Edi Collis at edithcollis@
hotmail.com. Thank you!
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A NEW VISION FOR  
THe CENTER FOR LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE

Within the last year, you may remember hearing a presentation at a Member’s Meeting or reading about the Center for 
Contextual Leadership of Concordia College-New York and the possibility of St. Andrew becoming one of its locations.  
Since that time, college leaders and representatives of the Kern Foundation have re-defined, re-shaped, and re-named this 
unique academic program.  It is now known as the Center for Leadership and Service, which will offer an undergraduate 
education to aspiring church workers of a variety of denominations, with an emphasis on leadership development as 
well as Christian theology.  Some students will go on to seminaries.  Others will be qualified and trained for a variety of 
ministry positions in churches and denominations throughout the east coast and across the country.

On May 2, 2020, Concordia College President John Nunes will be at St. Andrew to meet with a team of church members 
and staff to discuss the components of the Center for Leadership and Service as we discern next steps in moving from 
vision to reality for the health, growth, and strength of the church’s mission.  On Sunday, May 3, President Nunes will 
serve as preacher at our morning services.

Look for more information as the process goes forward, and pray for those who are pioneering a new and unique 
opportunity for those who are called to serve God as professional church workers.  Until then, questions about the 
Center for Leadership and Service may be directed to Pastor Hricko.

WELLSPRING LEADERSHIP TRANSITION

Pastor Jotham Johann recently announced that he is standing down from his role as leader of the Wellspring Center 
for Leadership and Wellness, a role he has held since its inception.  Pastor Johann currently serves as Associate Pastor 
at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Herndon, Virginia, where the position of Senior Pastor has been vacant for more 
than a year.  While he will continue to participate in and support the ministry of Wellspring, this move will enable him 
to focus on the challenges and opportunities related to the ministry of Good Shepherd during its season of transition.  
Pastor Hricko will step into the role of leader and support Wellspring’s offerings, planning, and discernment of future 
leadership and growth.

Wellspring is a ministry of St. Andrew which is dedicated to the growth of healthy and well-equipped lay and professional 
church leaders. In addition to larger women’s and men’s conferences, Wellspring hosts the conference of Senior Pastors of 
our denomination’s Southeastern District, which meets twice a year.  Smaller offerings have included Spiritual Leadership 
in a Time of Crisis, Your Personality and Your Theology, Lifting Up the Prophet’s Hands, and Spiritual Leadership for the 
21st Century.  Envisioned for the future are a “best practices” conference and a retreat called Soul Collage.

We also give thanks that Dr. Bruce Hartung, who has been a presenter at Wellspring offerings and has retired from his 
professorship at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, has relocated to Maryland with his wife Judy, and with her will be uniting 
in membership at St. Andrew.

TIME FOR A NEW PASTOR?

If you’re thinking “we just got a new pastor,” you’re right!  But prior to calling Pastor González, our leaders and staff 
anticipated the need for a third full-time pastor in order to provide adequate pastoral support for our growing congregation 
and also to launch a new mission in Howard County.  That expectation was communicated at St. Andrew’s Members 
Meetings.  Then, when Pastor Carlson announced his retirement at the end of last year, another  compelling reason 
for launching a process for an additional pastor led our Board of Directors to ask our Elders to form a Call Committee 
consisting of the elders and a few additional appointees.  The elders have agreed and a committee will be formed within 
the next several weeks.

Under our congregational governance, only a vote of the confirmed members of St. Andrew can extend a Call to a pastor.  
As the work of the Call Committee gets underway and moves forward, look for updates in future newsletters, and be sure 
to keep this important step forward in your prayers!





If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error, 
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 Happening in March at St. Andrew...
Mid-Week Lenten Worship

Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25, & April 1
Soup Suppers at 6:00 pm

Worship at 7:00 pm

SALTeens Pie Auction – Sunday, March 15

Soup Showdown – Sunday, March 22 at 12:15 pm

Manna Food Drive – Sunday, March 22

Craft Ministry Spring Fling – Sunday, March 29


