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St. Andrew’sSt. Andrew’s  nneewsws
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,
Our mission is to 

demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

 ` Common Ground Returns

 ` Pastor Ken’s Retirement

 ` New Bible Studies and Groups

 ` Creative Spirits Prayer Beads

 ` January is for Quilts

As we come to the close of 2019 and the opening of another new year, Pastors 
González, Carlson, and I, along with our entire church staff and our families wish 
you all a most blessed Christmas and a calendar full of grace throughout the year 
of our Lord 2020.  

Once again, we have been richly blessed by your love and support as we serve 
in partnership with our church family at St. Andrew.  And once again, we have 
witnessed the work of Christ in your service and sacrifice, your worship and 
generosity, your welcoming spirit and your love for Bethlehem’s Child and those 
for whom He came.  Thank you all!  And may God grant you a truly blessed and 
holy season!

With the closing of the year that is nearly behind us, we also give thanks to 
God for the faithful ministry of Pastor Ken Carlson who, after 11 years of service 
as our Assistant Pastor, has announced his retirement effective December 31.  
Many of you have experienced the comfort of his pastoral care in times of illness 
and bereavement, and have been encouraged by his preaching and teaching 
ministry among us.  While we will surely miss his presence and good spirit as 
part of our church staff, we also rejoice that our life in Christ together will go 
forward here at St. Andrew as Ken and Carolyn continue to “sing the Lord’s song” 
in our choir and in other ways serve Him in the presence of our congregation.  On 
February 16, we will give thanks for Pastor Carlson’s ministry during our Sunday 
worship and fellowship.

Continued on page 2

Happy New 
Year!
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Church Staff
Mark A. Hricko, Pastor

Nicholas O. González, Associate Pastor
Jotham Johann, Director of Wellspring

Greg Twombley, Director of Ministries & Praise Team
Barbara Wahlbrink, Director of Communications

Riki Schoppert, Director of Worship Arts 
Marilee Tollefson, Faith Community Nurse

Ruth Heilman, Minister of Music
Lia Mai Puskar, Preschool Director & Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Robyn Howland, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Events
Andrea Gast, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Wee Worship

Marianne Lohr, Children’s Ministry Assistant - VBS
Ashley Kirkpatrick, Children’s Choir Director

Debbie Snyder, Director of Administration
Bruce Poese, Director of Media Ministry

Sarita Winter, Creative Services
Anne Harpster, Bookkeeper

Ange Lorenz, Bookkeeper
Karen Hughes, Administrative Assistant

Mike Tweedy, Property Maintenance
Ron Scherer, Property Maintenance/Events

2020 Board of Directors
Glen Harvell, 301-926-6186
Kim Bolton, 301-871-2192
Diane Brode, 240-389-1152
Carol Doermann, 443-831-7709
Mitch Glazier, 202-255-3380
David Heinemann, 301-741-2054
Steve Olson, 301-949-6776
Saba Tesfayohannes, 240-918-3164
Betsy Varghese, 301-830-2733

Treasurer:
Bruce Winter, 301-476-9868

LWML President:
Karen Matthiesen, 301-774-5899

St. Andrew’s News 
Published monthly by: 
The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew
15300 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20905

Office: 301-384-4394 
Preschool: 301-384-2660

office@mystandrew.org
mystandrew.org

Kingdom Kids
Every Sunday 

at 9:30 am
Bible learning and fun at Kingdom 
Kids resumes on January 5. Come to 
Room 118 any Sunday to learn more 
and register your child, grade K-6. 
Preschoolers register in Room 123. 
Hope to see you there!

Preschool Open House
Tuesday, January 21
12:30 pm – 2:00 pm

Enrolling 2s, 3s, and 4s. Get details 
at mystandrew.org/preschool. Help 
spread the word to neighbors and 
friends. Open House snow date is 
January 23. 

Only the Lord knows all that will 
transpire in our life together as 2020 
begins.  But what we already know 
is that there will be plenty of grace 
to enliven our faith, empower our 
ministry, and comfort us in times of 
hurt.  In the words of the prophet 
Jeremiah, we know that God’s plan 
is “to give us hope and a future” 
filled with His love, fulfilled in Christ, 
whose coming we celebrate and who 
will most definitely be with us in the 
coming year…every step of the way.  I 
look forward with great anticipation to 
making that journey with you!

With love and gratitude,

Pastor Hricko
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Wednesdays, January 15 - February 19 
Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Informal Praise & Prayer at 6:30 pm 
Groups & Classes at 6:40 pm 

Closing at 7:45 pm
Winter Offerings Will Include:

 � Bible Study: The “Servant Songs” of Isaiah
 � Quiet Time: An Intro to Christian Meditation
 � Kids Alright? Ages & Stages of Family Life
 � Foster Parenting: Is it for You?
 � Estate Planning and Endowment Giving
 � Bible Study: The Epistles of John

Get details and register  
using the bulletin insert or online at mystandrew.org.

Sunday 
Bible Study: Acts of the Apostles 

9:30 am – Resumes 1/5 
New study will begin 1/19 
Creative Arts Room – LL 

Anne & Bill Harpster 

Bible Study: 1 Samuel 
9:30 am – Ongoing 

Conference Room – Ken Austin

Monday 
Women’s Bible Study  

The Armor of God 
7:00 pm – Begins 1/27 
Wellspring Center – LL 

Patty Belke

Tuesday 
Men’s Morning Fellowship  

Rethinking Social Justice 
7:00 am – Resumes 1/7 

Living Room – Jim Abeles 

Winter Bible Studies 
& Small Groups

Rogate Circle for Women 
3rd Tuesday of the month 
9:30 am – Resumes 1/21 

Wellspring – LL  
Karen Matthiesen

Howard County Mission Team  
7:00 pm – Resumes 1/7 
Linden Hall, Ellicott City 

Pastor González

Wednesday 
Women’s Bible Study 

Jesus, The One and Only  
9:30 am – Begins 1/8 

Wellspring Center – LL 
Robyn Howland 

Thursday 
Senior Bible Study 

2nd Thursday of the month 
10:30 am – Resumes 1/9 

Conference Room – Walt Petzold 

Saturday 
Men’s Fellowship Gathering 

8:00 am 
Panera – Aspen Hill 

Start the New Year Right!
COMMON GROUND

ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

Call or email the chuch office 
to connect with a leader 

or to get more information.
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ChurCh News

EMEAN  Door Offering
January 26 & 27

Eastern Montgomery Emergency 
Assistance Network (EMEAN) is a 
local agency that offers help to needy 
neighbors to avoid evictions and 
utility cut-offs and to obtain critical 
prescriptions. Please be generous to 
support this worthy organization.

LMS “Thrift Shop” Collections
January 26 & February 23

Donate gently used clothing, toys, 
and household goods to help others. 
Please pack items carefully to avoid 
damage in transport. Boxes are best!

Social Ministry 
Planning Meeting

January 20, Conference Room
Come for coffee and lively discussion 
on MLK day about projects in the 
planning stages and new ways we 
might serve. Bring your ideas!

January is for Quilts!
All are invited to come help make 
simple quilts for Lutheran World Relief 
on Wednesdays in January and on 
Saturday, January 
25 from 9:00-2:00. 
No special skills 
are required. There 
are opportunities 
to help with fabric 
cutting, ironing, 
designing, sewing 
and tieing. Don’t 
know what quilt tieing looks like? 
Come find out. Stop by for a few 
hours or bring your lunch and stay all 
day. We are in need of new or gently 
used queen/king sized sheets for 
this project. Leave donations in the 
Craft Ministry bin in the Coat Room.  
Questions? Contact Linda Patch at 
marylandpatches@verizon.net.

Notes of Thanks... 
I cannot begin to express how much I 
appreciate your thoughtfulness, prayers 
and concern for me and my family at 
the sudden and unexpected passing 
of my son, Gerald L. Scruggs.  You all 
have rallied around me and shown me 
much consideration. Special thanks to 
Pastor Hricko for ministering to me and 
my family beyond what I can express. I 
know that God is faithful and that with 
Him, we can survive tough times and 
heartbreak. I count on His strength to 
see me through. I also know that I can 
count on the love and fellowship of the 
members of St. Andrew to bear with me 
as I travel this road. May God continue 
to bless each and every one of you.  
Your sister in Christ,  
Irma Scruggs Cuellar

Thanks to Marge Schwalm who has 
served on the Finance Team for many 
years and as Church Treasurer many 
years ago. She and her husband, Connie 
will be relocating to Pennsylvania in 
January and we are grateful for their 
long and dedicated service to St. 
Andrew. 
Bruce Winter, LCSA Treasurer

Thank you for your generous donation 
to Orphan Grain Train which helps us 
serve others in the name of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, across the 
country and around the world.  See 
details and photos of our work at ogt.
org/md. Thank you, in Christ’s name.  
Paul Buelow,  
Orphan Grain Train, Maryland Branch

Every day we work with urgency to end 
poverty. Your generous donation will 
make a direct, positive impact on many 
lives. With your support, we will create 
lasting change for neighbors in need.  
Thank you for making this possible. 
Mark Bergel, Founder & President  
A Wider Circle

Thank you for your generous gift that 
enables Interfaith Works to offer the 
commitment, resources and compassion 
to help our most vulnerable neighbors 
overcome significant challenges and find 
a path out of poverty. We are deeply 
grateful.  
Suzanne Lofhjelm  
Director of Development and 
Community Relations, Interfatih Works

C-4 Volunteers Needed
January is St. Andrew’s month to 
provide volunteers for sorting and 
hanging clothing donations. Come on 
Tuesday, Thursday or Friday mornings 
between 9-11 am.  Even a single day 
or just an hour helps!  Sign up at the 
Welcome Center or contact Carol 
Petzold to get on the list. The Clothes 
Closet is at 14015 New Hampshire 
Avenue, just south of Maryland Rt. 
200. There is an urgent need now for 
toddler clothing, sizes 2T & 3T, and 
especially pants for boys.

Lutheran Social Services 
Refugee Resettlement Drive

Start now to collect 
new or very gently 
used household goods 
for our February drive 
to help refugees who 
have fled dangerous 
conditions in their 
home countries to 

make a new life in our area. Needed 
items include twin- and full-size sheets 
and blankets, towels, dishes, flatware, 
cookware, glassware, etc.  Many of 
the families have young children so 
diapers, wipes, car seats and other 
baby items are helpful.  Target and 
grocery gift cards are also welcome. 
Watch for details and bring items to 
the marked box in the Coat Room 
during February.

THANKS!   THANKS!   THANKS!
For the generous donations of members and friends like you that blessed 
so many needy children with gifts at Christmas.  St. Andrew’s contributions 
to the C-4 toy drive helped over 800 happy children whose parents selected 
gifts for them at the Pre-Christmas Toy Closet.  Our “Snowman” gift donations 
brought smiles to over 180 recipients, including Linkages to Learning families 
at local schools, students at Thomas Edison School of Technology and St. 
Andrew custodial staff, as well as selected members of our congregation and 
the Amharic ministry.  Thanks to all who gave generously, and to Kay Caviness 

and Janet Burton for coordinating the “snowman” effort.
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Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

God knows that we have difficulties focusing on prayer.  Many of us worry about how to pray.  What words 

do I use?  Is there a format to follow?  Be assured, there is no wrong way to pray. God just wants us to do 
it!  As the scriptures say, “pray continually.”  Tools like prayer beads can remind us to pray and think of God 
throughout the day. 

With this theme in mind, members of Creative Spirits Ministry led a prayer-bead-making session at the 
Wellspring “Spa for the Soul” women’s conference in November.  Following in the footsteps of the desert 
fathers and mothers who would pray 150 Psalms using a prayer rope with 150 knots, women made bead 
chains that represent the prayer pathway of Psalm 23.

Moving your fingers from one bead to the next while reciting Psalm 23 is just one way to connect with 
God using the prayer beads. Alternatively, one may decide to use the eight beads to count praises to 
God, confessions, intercessions, and/or to express gratitude. Like monastery church bells tolling the 
hours, prayer beads in your pocket or on your desk can remind you each time you notice them that your 
connection to God is as close as a quick turn of your attention.  No matter how they are used, the true 
value of prayer beads is that they are a physical presence to remind us of prayer and of God.

Creative Spirits Ministry knits together prayer with handmade articles that reflect God’s mercy and love.  
If you have a friend or loved one experiencing loss or illness, prayer beads or another Creative Spirits 

gift can remind them that others care and are praying for them, 
and that God will lift them up. Gifts are free and available to all.  
Contact Faith Community Nurse Marilee Tollefson in the office to 
select a gift for your loved one.  To lend your time, talents, and/

or support to our Creative Spirits Ministry, 
contact Sandi Goetsch at sandiz80@msn.
com or 410-465-6568 or Sherry Owens at 
sandbowens@verizon.net or 301-869-5651.

Creative Spirits:  Pray Continually







If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error, 
please contact the church office at 301-384-4394 or office@mystandrew.org. Thank you.

15300 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20905
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WORSHIP SERVICES
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