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St. Andrew’s news
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,

 ` Common Ground Continues

 ` Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

 ` Ash Wednesday Worship

 ` Preschool Enrolling for Fall

 ` Refugee Resettlement Drive

 ` First Communion Class 

The first month of 2020 is coming to a close, and I’ve got one question for you: 
how are those New Year’s resolutions going? According to a study done by U.S. 
News in 2018, roughly 80% of New Year’s resolutions have failed by February. 
Whether or not you’re part of that 80%, I hope that whatever changes or 
resolutions you’ve made to start this year are going well. But with all this talk of 
resolutions, I want to shift your attention away from resolutions that you make 
and may or may not complete. 

Instead, I want to talk about the promises, or as they were called in the Old 
Testament, the covenants, that God makes with us.  Unlike a New Year’s 
resolution that we make with ourselves, the promises that God makes to us do 
not hinge on what we do, but rather on what God does for us. As we celebrated  
just a little over one month ago, a promise that God makes to us is to dwell 
with us. He sends down His son Jesus Christ to be present with us and to dwell 
among us. And through Jesus, He promises to save us. These are just some of the 
promises that God makes to us and they are promises that we rejoice in and give 
thanks for daily, on our own and also when we gather together! We celebrate 
God’s promises for us, His people.

One of the reminders of God’s promises is actually seen in the photo at the 
bottom of this page, taken by our beloved brother in Christ, Roger Caldow. This 
photo illustrates a promise that God makes back in Genesis 9. God said, “When 
the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth” Genesis 
9:16. The rainbow is just one of the ways that we can literally see God’s presence 
and His promises among us. 

Continued on page 2

Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

St. Andrew’sSt. Andrew’s  nneewsws
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41
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A new year always seems to bring 
with it new joys and excitement, and 
also new challenges and sorrows. My 
hope is that in the midst of life’s joys or 
sorrows, you continue to find strength 
in the promises that God makes to 
you. And may St. Andrew continue to 
be a place where you know that you 
are surrounded with the love of God 
as it is demonstrated by your fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ. Together, 
we rejoice in God’s promises and His 
love for us, through his Son, Jesus 
Christ and I am excited to continue to 
rejoice and celebrate with you!

Blessings + Love,

Pastor González

COMMON GROUND
WEDNESDAYS 

January 29 - February 19 
Dinner at 6:00 pm 

Informal Praise & Prayer at 6:30 pm 
Groups & Classes at 6:40 pm 

Closing at 7:45 pm

February Offerings
• Epistles of St. John
• Wrestling with “Tough Stuff” 
• Foster Parenting
• Endowment Giving
• The Forgiveness Quiz

Get details 
and register 

online at 
mystandrew.

org.

Church Staff
Mark A. Hricko, Pastor

Nicholas O. González, Associate Pastor
Jotham Johann, Director of Wellspring

Greg Twombley, Director of Ministries & Praise Team
Barbara Wahlbrink, Director of Communications

Riki Schoppert, Director of Worship Arts 
Marilee Tollefson, Faith Community Nurse

Ruth Heilman, Minister of Music
Lia Mai Puskar, Preschool Director & Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Robyn Howland, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Events
Andrea Gast, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Wee Worship

Marianne Lohr, Children’s Ministry Assistant - VBS
Ashley Kirkpatrick, Children’s Choir Director

Debbie Snyder, Director of Administration
Bruce Poese, Director of Media Ministry

Sarita Winter, Creative Services
Anne Harpster, Bookkeeper

Ange Lorenz, Bookkeeper
Karen Hughes, Administrative Assistant

Mike Tweedy, Property Maintenance
Ron Scherer, Property Maintenance/Events

2020 Board of Directors
Glen Harvell, 301-926-6186
Kim Bolton, 301-871-2192
Diane Brode, 240-389-1152
Carol Doermann, 443-831-7709
Mitch Glazier, 202-255-3380
David Heinemann, 301-741-2054
Steve Olson, 301-949-6776
Saba Tesfayohannes, 240-918-3164
Betsy Varghese, 301-830-2733

Treasurer:
Bruce Winter, 301-476-9868

LWML President:
Karen Matthiesen, 301-774-5899

St. Andrew’s News 
Published monthly by: 
The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew
15300 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20905

Office: 301-384-4394 
Preschool: 301-384-2660

office@mystandrew.org
mystandrew.org

Sunday, January 19, 2020  
was the 23rd anniversary of  

Pastor Mark’s time at St. Andrew.  
We took a moment to celebrate!



3

February 2020 Volume 70 Issue 2

ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact 
the church office at 301-384-
4394 or at mystandrew.org. 
We’ll be happy to talk with you 
to find the answers you seek. 

First Holy Communion Class
Sundays, February 23  - March 22

12:30 – 1:15 pm
For Children in Grades 4-6

Does your child express an interest in or 
curiosity about Holy Communion? 

If so, he or she may be ready to learn more and 
prepare to partake in this Holy Sacrament. Children 
in grades 4–6 are eligible to participate in this 5-week 
class, designed to instruct children in the historical 
origins, theology and practice of Holy Communion. 
Participants will be expected to do some homework 

in preparation for class and complete an essay afterward based on the course 
of study. Lunch will be served at 12:00 noon for those present, prior to the start 
of class. Upon completion of the class, participants will celebrate their First Holy 
Communion on Sunday, March 29.  

To enroll, register online at mystandrew.org. Questions? Contact Robyn Howland 
at robynhowland@hotmail.com or 301-437-3634 or contact the church office.

Worship
Wednesday
 February 26

11:00 am & 7:00 pm

 with Holy Communion 
and the 

Imposition of Ashes

Pancake 
Supper

February 25 
5:00 pm — 7:00 pm

Your Hosts & Chefs: 
“Men of Panera” 
Free Will Offering  
Will Benefit Youth 

Missions

Lenten Mid-Week Worship
Wednesdays

March 4 — April 1
Soup Suppers at 6 pm

Worship at 7 pm
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                     Social MiniStry

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

Manna Food Drive
Sunday, March 22

The mission of Manna Food is to 
end hunger in Montgomery County 
through education, advocacy and 
food distribution. Manna has 
grown from serving a few hundred 
annually in 1983 to serving over 
40,000  last year. Most are under- 
or unemployed neighbors who rely 
on this resource as a lifeline. Once 
again, YOU have the opportunity to 
help!

How You Can Help
During the month of March, pick up 
a grocery bag and attached list of 
requested items in the Commons or 
online at mannafood.org. Shop for 
the designated non-perishables and 
bring them on Sunday, March 22 to 
fill the Manna truck! Choose healthy 
options whenever possible. 
Monetary donations are also 
welcome. Drop your check payable 
to “Manna” in the offering plate 
any Sunday during March, or give 
online – specify “Manna” in the   
OTHER blank on our secure payment 
page. Helpers will be needed on the 
morning of 3/22 to load the truck. 
Contact Carol Petzold to volunteer.

THanKS for Helping To 
figHT Hunger in our midST!

LMS “Thrift Shop” 
Collections

February 23 & March 22
Bring gently used clothing and 
household goods on the 4th Sunday 
of the month and place in alcove in 
Great Room. Get started on your 
spring cleaning and share your extras 
with others in need.

As always, St. Andrew members 
and friends were very generous 
in sharing their abundance during 
2019. Take a look at how our faith 
community has helped bring God’s 
love to so many in need! 

 < emean (eaSTern monTgomerY 
emergenCY aSSiSTanCe neTworK)
received over $800 from the January 
door offering to help families avoid 
eviction or health crises with one-
time rent, utility or prescription 
payments. Funds from the Social 
Ministry budget helped. 

 <diSTribuTion of groCerieS   
happened monthly throughout the 
year at the C-4 Clothes Closet, thanks 
to The Lord’s Truck bounty. Bags of 
groceries were also made available 
for individuals and families in need 
who are known to our community 
as well as some who stopped in the 
office for one-time help. 

 <manna food drive   in 
February had another generous 
outpouring from the congregation 
and Senior Fit participants of non-
perishables to fill the MANNA truck 
with over 6,000 pounds of food for 
hungry neighbors. Significant cash 
contributions brought the total to 
almost 9,000 lbs.

 <THe lord’S TruCK miniSTrY 
with 13 drivers and helpers 
delivered over 30 tons of groceries 
to food pantries, soup kitchens, the 
C-4 Clothes Closet & shelters plus 
MANNA, MUM, A Wider Circle and 
St. Luke Lutheran Church. Clothing, 
household goods, medical supplies 
and equipment were transported to 
those in need, coordinated by our 
Health and Wellness Ministry to C-4, 
LMS and other recipients. Orphan 
Grain Train also received medical 
supplies and more for shipment to 
developing countries in need.

 <SCHool SupplieS were 
offered to many needy children 
through a fund drive for C-4 in May 
($565) and the Linkages to Learning 
collection over the summer that 
provided backpacks, supplies and 

lunch boxes to almost 140 students at 
nearby elementary schools and those 
in need within our congregation.

 <THe Summer food program 
provided 30 bags of food bi-weekly 
during the summer months to families 
enrolled in Linkages to Learning 
programs at Kemp Mill Elementary 
School. This was the 5th summer of 
this successful program, started in 
2015.

 <CommuniTY baSed SHelTer 
weeK offered our faith family the 
opportunity to provide three meals 
per day plus non-perishable supplies to 
support 35 women in need. The value 
of giving reached well over $5,000.  
St. Andrew volunteers prepared and 
served supper each evening during 
that week in October.

 <lSS fall CelebraTion for 
Refugee Families brought donations 
of household items, winter coats, 
hats, gloves and scarves as well as an 
abundance of food for families who 
are being assisted by Lutheran Social 
Services to make a better, safer life in 
the U.S.

 <THanKSgiving food drive 
for Lutheran Mission Society brought 
an abundance of donations from 
members and friends, grateful for their 
own blessings and wanting to share.  

 <Snowman gifT drive was once 
again a success, brightening the lives 
of over 180 children and young adults 
who received Christmas gifts selected 
just for them. 

 <C-4 ToY drive donaTionS  
from St. Andrew members and friends 
along with many others delighted 967 
children whose parents were able 
to select two gifts, a filled Christmas 
stocking, a book and a plush toy for 
each child. 

 <CalendarS, greeTing CardS, 
noTepadS donated by the hundreds 
were shared with C-4, a clinic serving 
homeless and low income clients.

 <monTHlY “THrifT SHop” 
ColleCTionS for LMS brought 
countless donations of clothing and 
household goods to help those in need.  

looKing baCK aT How You SHared god’S L♥VE
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Jesus said, 
“Let the little children 

come to me and do  
not stop them! 

For the Kingdom of 
Heaven belongs to 

such as these.” 
 Matthew 19:14

children’S MiniStry

The month of love is upon us...and who doesn’t LOVE preschoolers? Although 
February is chilly, it will be warmed with the fun of Valentine celebrations 
and Bible lessons about the love that our heavenly Father bestows upon us 
all. We love reminding the children that God’s love for them never ends!

This month, the students will also enjoy our annual 
‘Wildlife Adventures’ in-house field trip where the 
Noah’s Ark story is told with real rabbits, tarantulas, 
snakes, and occasionaly even ferrets! It’s a wild time 
that the kids always love!

 REGISTRATION IS OPEN!!
Registration has begun for the 2020-2021 school year. Get details, dates and 
forms at mystandrew.org/preschool. Classes for 2’s, 3’s and 4’s are available. 
Spread the word to neighbors and friends about our wonderful, affordable 
program.  Don’t delay - register today! We look forward to starting the new 
decade with full enrollment! Stay warm and enjoy the month of love!

Kingdom Kids at 9:30  is a “win-win” for you and your child. You’ll be 
delighted to see how they are blessed to learn about God and make new 
friends in faith at the same time. It’s a gift that lasts a lifetime!  
Pre-K children meet in room 122 and Kindergarten-6th graders meet 
in room 118 at 9:30. They spend the hour in themed, age-appropriate 
activities, including a brief and engaging video opening to explain the Bible 
message of the day. 
This month, K-6th graders will learn about the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, 
with the memory verse for the month being Proverbs 2:6: The Lord gives 
wisdom. Knowledge and understanding come from His mouth. 
Pre-K’s will focus on the fact that Jesus can do things we can’t, with the 
memory verse taken from Matthew 19:26: With God all things are possible.

PRESCHOOLnews

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com

Dear St. Andrew Friends ...
Thank you for your time and dedication 
in donating medical supplies to needy 
families. It is appreciated more than 
words can express. 
God bless you, 
Doris Bowen

The prayers, flowers, cards and calls 
have been much appreciated. We feel 
blessed to be a part of such a caring 
church family. 
Thank you,
Dick and Marilyn Gilbert

We are so  very grateful for your 
congregation’s donation. It enables us 
to offer the commitment, resources 
and compassion to help our most 
vulnerable neighbors overcome 
significant challenges and find a path 
out of poverty. 
With deep gratitude,
Suzanne Lofhjelm
Director of Development
Interfaith Works

Thank you for your gift as our 
missional partner supporting grants 
for ministries and outreach of schools 
and congregations in the Mid-Atlantic 
region. We ask for your continued 
prayers, encouragement and support.
Cordially, in Christ,
Rev. Dr. Arthur Scherer, President
Mid-Atlantic Lutherans in Mission 

A heartfelt thank-you for the prayers 
and beautiful cards that I received after 
my knee replacement surgery.  It all 
meant more to me than you can possibly 
imagine. I’m on the mend and look 
forward to running around Preschool 
and Kingdom Kids at full speed soon!
Warmly,
Lia Mai Puskar

 

Bring your child to join the fun and 
learning at Kingdom Kids!   
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Social Ministry Meeting 
The Social Ministry Team is  always 
seeking ways to share God’s love 
and care with those in need in our 
community. Ideas and helpers are 
welcome! Join our next meeting on 
President’s Day, Monday, February 
17 at 9:30 am in the Conference 
Room. Contact Faith Community 
Nurse Marilee Tollefson or Social 
Ministry Chair Carol Petzold to learn 
more and/or express interest.  

Senior Adult Fellowship
Movie & Pizza

Tuesday, February 4
All are welcome to join the group for 
a screening of Luther, a film funded by 
Thrivent Financial that covers Martin 
Luther’s life from his becoming a 
monk in 1505 to the Diet of Augsburg 
in 1530. Meet in the Wellspring Center 
at 10:00 am for the movie and join the 
group afterward for Ledo pizza. Sign 
up at the Welcome Center by Sunday, 
February 2 and pay $8 for pizza, drinks 
and dessert.  Make checks payable to 
LCSA. Contact Marilee in the church 
office if you need a ride. Questions? 
Contact Jeanette Schuder at 301-879-
5950. 

In the case of inclement 
weather, listen to  

WTOP radio (103.5FM) or 
visit wtopnews.com for 

information regarding the 
cancellation of worship.

Cards & Notepads
Keep Them Coming! 

Collection of calendars, note pads, 
and greeting cards continues. 
Christmas cards will be stored for 
next season. Leave donations in the 
Coat Room, and  brighten someone’s 
day with the “Free Cards” sorted by 
type in the basket on the small table 
in the Coat Room. 

 church happeningS

GiveThe Gift of Life
Sunday, February 2
9:00 am – 1:30 pm

Start eating leafy greens to get 
ready to give the precious gift 
of life in the Great Room this 
month. Avoid the wait by making 
an appointment online from the 
link at mystandrew.org/events/
blood-drive. 

Lutheran Social Services
Refugee Resettlement Drive
During February, the Social Ministry 
Team will once again be coordinating 
the collection of household goods, gift 
cards, and funds to support refugees. 
Our donations will be used to help 
ndividuals and families who have fled 
their home countries due to conflict or 
persecution and are hoping to make a 
new life in America.

Please donate these specific items 
ONLY: New or gently used tableware, 
flatware, cookware, kitchen knives 
and utensils, mixing and 
serving bowls, blankets, 
sheets (twin, full or 
queen), baby strollers, 
car seats. Diapers, new/
unopened toiletries and 
cleaning supplies are 
also needed. Bring these items to the 
designated table in the Commons 
during the month of March. 

Gift cards (Target, Walmart & grocery) 
and financial contributions are also 
helpful. Place these donations in the 
offering plate, clearly marked for LSS 
Refugees. You can also visit lssnca.org/
get_involved/wish-list for a full list of 
accepted donation items. Questions? 
Contact Sue Zimmerman or Carol 
Petzold. 

Howard County
Mission Team Meeting

Tuesdays at 7 pm
Gather weekly for a time of Bible 
study, discussion, and fellowship as 
we continue to explore God’s word 
and prayerfully consider how the St. 
Andrew community might expand to 
minister and grow in Howard County. 
Invite friends and join us anytime! 
Questions? Contact Pastor González.

Meeting at: Linden Hall
 Dorsey Search Village Center

4765 Dorsey Hall Drive
Ellicott City, MD 20142
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Welcome Back 
Crafters! 

Begins February 5
9:00 am — 3:00 pm

After a nice winter break, weekly craft 
ministry gatherings will begin again 
on Wednesdays in the Creative Arts 
Room, Lower Level. All are welcome; 
no experience is necessary! Come 
when you can and stay as long as you 
like. If you can join us over the noon 
hour, don’t forget to bring your lunch. 

Now is the time we begin work on 
the many items that are sold at our 
annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair, 
which will take place this year on 
Saturday, November 7. Despite all 
the talking, laughing and sharing on 
Wednesdays, we still manage to get 
things done! And there are many 
projects that can be done at home 
as well. Stop by any Wednesday, or 
contact Sue Scherer at 240-390-3969 
or susan.quilts@comcast.net. Bring 
your ideas! Let’s create some fun!  

Special Request: As you finish those 
delicious jams and sauces you 
purchased last November, please 
return your empty canning jars to the 
Craft Ministry box in the Coat Room. 
We love to reuse them! 

Christmas Card Tree
THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

The first recipient of funds from this year’s Christmas Card 
Tree was Kate Phillips, a Deaconess Intern from our  District 
of the LCMS serving in the Dominican Republic. Kate works 
with the pastoral staff at a local church plant where she con-
nects with and teaches youth and women. Kate is working 
towards a Master’s Degree in Deaconess Studies at Concor-
dia Theological Seminary.  The second recipient was Faith 
House, a Christ-centered ministry in Frederick, Maryland that offers residential 
programs for women and men experiencing homelessness or suffering from clin-
ical addiction as well as  other programs that are needed in the community. Both 
recipients have the responsibility to raise funds to support their ministry.     

The LWML thanks the following people who together donated $981 to support 
these ministries. Your donations are very much appreciated!! Questions about 
this or other LWML projects and ministries? Contact Karen Matthiesen (301) 
774-5899. 

♥  SpeCial THanKS  ♥
to crafters who hand-made 

and delivered 36 quilts to LMS 
Compassion Centers and, using 

leftover fabric scraps, stuffed and 
delivered over 40 dog and cat beds 

to local animal shelters!

 � Roberta  Alberding
 � Dean & JoAnn Aulick
 � Ken & Lucie Austin
 � Linda & Don Becker
 � Jim & Patty Belke
 � Steve Berry
 � Jim Mullican & Marilyn Boyd
 � Roger Caldow
 � Kay Caviness
 � Peggy Cleaveland
 � Tom & Janet Collins
 � Ron and Edi Collis
 � Paul & Linda Coverston
 � Marjorie Davis
 � Janice Flug
 � Harriet Fuerlinger
 � Steve & Heidi Giles
 � Mitch & Carly Glazier
 � Ginny Hamilton
 � Bill & Anne Harpster
 � Doug & Deborah Hase
 � Elaine & Jack Hessler
 � Elroy Hill
 � Hricko Family
 � Marie Jackson
 � Stan & Sandy Jackson

 � Herman & Claudia Jacobson
 � Nancy Kichak
 � Jamie Krauk & Dave O’Brien   

       in memory of Arthur O’Brien
 � Barbara LaCour
 � Dolf & Boots Lekebusch
 � Karen Matthiesen  
 � Bob & Lila Mordhorst
 � Barbara Mutolo
 � Walt & Carol Petzold
 � Mike & Cherie Pfetsch
 � Bruce & Deb Poese
 � Sandra Poyner
 � Schnackenberg Family 
 � Vickie Schmid
 � Eldra Simmons
 � Randy & Norma Spencer
 � Colleen Steffan
 � Rich & Jeanne Steffan  

          in memory of Colleen Steffan
 � Ed & Deb Stowe
 � Luther & Marilee Tollefson
 � Jeff & Barbara Wahlbrink
 � Bruce & Sarita Winter
 � Bill & Susan Wooden
 � Larry & Sue Zimmerman

Save the Date! 

7th Annual “Soup Showdown”
Sunday, March 22

Mark Your Calendar & Start Testing Recipes!  

Proceeds willl benefit Global Mission Projects
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