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Dear Friends,
Can you believe it’s already November? The season of fall is in full effect 
with the leaves changing colors and the temperature dropping. And you’ve 
probably noticed that fall is in full effect here at St. Andrew, too! Over the past 
two months, it feels like there have been some exciting events happening here 
every weekend! From baptisms and confirmations to our “Trunk or Treat” Fall 
Festival, all leading up to an incredible celebration of the 70th anniversary of 
The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew —seventy years of ministry, worship, and 
God’s work in the lives of so many people — indeed it is a great blessing to be 
part of this church. Now let’s go for 70 more!

November will keep us busy, too, as the calendar is chock-full with some really 
exciting events. Our annual Arts & Crafts Holiday Fair kicks us off during the first 
weekend of the month, followed by a Lock-In for SALTeens the next weekend. 
Our Wellspring Women’s Conference takes place on Saturday, November 16, 
with internationally-known speaker Ellie Lofaro coming to lead an awesome 
day for the women of our congregation and many others we hope will attend.  
Common Ground is continuing, and Bible studies and small groups are in full 
swing.  Those are just some of the exciting things happening around here.

November often marks a time when families get busy and calendars fill up 
with extra events as the holiday season begins. Despite the added activities 
and distractions, what better way to express your thanks for all that God is 
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doing than to continue to worship Him?  The most exciting thing about 
November for me is that it begins a season of more opportunities to 
worship! I don’t know about you, but I can’t think of anything better 
than the chance to gather with my church family and praise God. Our 
annual Thanksgiving Eve service happens on Wednesday, November 27.  
The following Sunday we enter the season of Advent. This means not 
only will we have our weekly worship services on Sunday and Monday, 
but we’ll also have our mid-week Wednesday Advent Jazz Vespers, too! 

By God’s grace, there are so many wonderful and exciting things to be 
part of here at St. Andrew! My hope and prayer for you is that, as the 
season gets busier and life pulls you in all kinds of directions, you will 
continue to find Christ at the center of it all. Make time to give thanks 
to Him and for Him, alongside all of your fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ!

God’s Grace and Peace be yours!

Blessings + Love,

Pastor González
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Wednesday, November 27
7:00 pm

Pumpkin Pie & Cider Fellowship  
Following Worship

Bring Non-Perishable Food 
to Help the Needy! 

Common  Ground 
Wednesdays

Continuing through 
November 13

Dinner at 6:00 pm
Informal Worship at 6:30 pm
Groups & Classes at 6:40 pm 

Closing at 7:45 pm
Get details and register online at 

mystandrew.org.
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to 
a closer relationship with God. 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!

• Explore the ministry and  
  participate in Faith Walk 101 

Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing 
for your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or at 
mystandrew.org. We’ll be happy to 
talk with you to find the answers you 
seek. 

Farewell Luis! 
After more than ten years of faithful service in caring for God’s house and 
God’s people, Luis Escobar has tendered his resignation and announced his 
plans to relocate to Boston where he will be close to his family. His last Sunday 
with us will be November 10, when we’ll all have the chance to greet him and 
send him forward with our love and prayers. 

Not only has Luis been our resident “handy man” who could fix just about 
anything, he also served our food, set up rooms, facilitated events, shoveled 
snow, and performed a thousand other tasks in service to our Lord and His 
congregation in Silver Spring. But beyond his hard work and outstanding skill, 
Luis became part of the family, doing more than “a job” as he brought his 
warmth, affection, and faith to our ministry.

Many among us will remember Luis putting the star on top of the Christmas 
tree, raising his hand to become an American citizen, or making the coffee in 
Andy’s Café. In all those ways and many more, Luis modeled the great power 
of humble service in the name of Christ.

Thank you Luis! Farewell! Godspeed! And may God richly bless you in the next 
chapter of your life, nearer to your family in Boston.

COming this Christmas: A New Worship Service!!
This December, St. Andrew will introduce a new Christmas Eve worship service 
at 2:00 pm, bringing the number of Christmas Eve worship opportunities to a 
total of five! Now, you and your loved ones can celebrate our Savior’s birth at 
2, 4, 6, 8, or 10 pm.

We were prompted to make this change for a couple of reasons. Last December, 
our 4:00 pm service overflowed by more than 250 worshipers beyond available 
seating in the sanctuary, even with extra chairs. As you may have experienced, 
parking at that time was also a challenge. In addition, we recognize trends 
that indicate more people in the United States seem to prefer earlier worship 

experiences on Christmas Eve. We pray that the additional 
service will allow most people to attend a service at a time 
and in a space that is comfortable and worshipful for them. 

Watch for details about all of our services, coming soon 
in our weekend worship folder and at mystandrew.org. 
No matter when, bring your family, invite your friends, 
and come to worship the world’s Redeemer this year on 
Christmas Eve, and every week! 
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Social MiniStry

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

Thanksgiving 
Food Drive

November 25 - December 2
Thanksgiving is a time of special 
gratitude for God’s many blessings.  
Share from your bounty this season! 
At worship services on November 
24-25, December 1-2, and on 
Thanksgiving Eve, we will be collecting 
non-perishables to help fill boxes 
for distribution by Lutheran Mission 
Society (LMS) to help needy families 
this Christmas.
REQUESTED ITEMS INCLUDE: 
Instant stuffing, instant potatoes 
(mashed, sweet, scalloped, au gratin, 
etc. in box or pouch), canned green and 
other vegetables, 
canned fruit, gravy, 
cranberry sauce, 
and dessert mixes 
for the holiday meal, 
plus supplemental 
food items such 
as canned tuna, chicken, salmon, 
soups,  stews, canned pasta with 
meat, peanut butter & jelly, dry pasta 
& sauce, cereal, pancake mix & syrup.  
Select healthy choices when possible. 
Holiday boxes will contain food to feed 
a family for two days.

The Lord’s Truck 
Needs You!

Drivers are needed to pick up excess 
food from local grocers around 8-10 
am and deliver to nearby shelters 
before noon. Regular route and 
substitute drivers are always needed, 
even for a single day! To get details 
and express interest, contact Roger 
Caldow at roger.caldow@verizon.net 
or 301-774-2570.

We are about to receive our annual 
supply of “snowman” ornaments 
from Linkages to Learning containing 
names of needy children in a nearby 
school cluster along with each child’s 
wish list of three holiday gifts of up 
to $25 each. Watch for the table in 
the Commons and stop by for details 
and instructions. All gifts must be left 
unwrapped but labeled and brought 
to church no later than November 

24-25. Help make Christmas merrier for needy families who will feel Christ’s 
love through our generous donations. Remember, your gifts may be the only 
ones under the tree for these children who need so much! Questions? Contact 
Janet Burton (janetburton704@gmail.com or 301-680-7943), or Kay Caviness 
(kaziec@aol.com or 301-622-0898).

Lutheran Mission Society
“Thrift Shop” Collection

Sunday, November 24
De-clutter before the holidays!  Gently used clothing, household items and small 
furniture items are always needed for distribution at LMS Compassion Centers.  
Pack breakables carefully in boxes to avoid damage on the truck!   Contact LMS 
at 410-636-0123 to arrange pickup of 3 or more large furniture items, or to 
get a receipt for your donations. The next collection is January 26, 2020.  NO 
collection in December due to the holiday.

C-4 Christmas “Toy Closet” 
Donations & Helpers Needed

Each December, the Colesville Council of Community Congregations (C-4) hosts 
a pre-Christmas Toy Closet where parents with limited resources can select toys 
as gifts for their children. You can help by donating new or very gently used 
toys for children ages 12 and under. Popular items include Legos, sports balls, 
electronic games, Barbies and baby dolls. Bring your unwrapped donations by 
December 9 to the marked box in the Coat Room. Cash and checks are also 
welcome! Label your check and envelope “C-4 Toys.”

Volunteers are needed to help organize the toys on Friday evening, December 
13 at 6:00 pm at the Clothes Closet, 14015 New Hampshire Ave. Volunteers 
are also needed on Saturday, December 14 starting at 8:30 am to help parents 
select the perfect gifts to delight their children. It’s a blessing to see!  Contact 
Carol Petzold to coordinate the time you can help serve.  
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children’S MiniStry

Like all of us, St. Andrew Preschoolers are enjoying the crisp air, 
crunching leaves and special activities of autumn!

 November will bring preparations for our annual Thanksgiving Feast, to be held on Monday, November 25.   Dressed 
as Pilgrims and Native Americans, the children gather to share a delicious pre-Thanksgiving meal with their families 
and our preschool staff, as we all thank the Lord for our bounty of blessings. It’s a wonderful tradition of community-
building and faith that brings joy to the heart of all who participate.

 There are still a few spots in our 2s program, just waiting to be filled!  Spread the word to family and friends as we 
pray that God will bring a few more little ones who could benefit from our program.

 Thanksgiving blessings to you and yours from all of us at the Preschool!

We’re so pleased with attendance at Kingdom Kids this fall. The children are 
learning and having fun, and they keep coming back for more!  Thanks to our 
dedicated volunteers who teach and assist each week, and to parents who make 

the effort to get their kids involved. 

During November, K-6th graders will 
focus on the verse and message of 
Romans 12:10, “Love one another 
deeply. Honor others more than 
yourselves.” Pre-K children will learn 

about thankfulness based on Psalm 111:1, “I will give thanks to the Lord with my 
whole heart.” Creative videos, relatable lessons, and fun activities are all part of 
the mix! If you haven’t tried Kingdom Kids yet, bring you child and check it out 
any Sunday. Register in Multipurpose Room 118, Main Level.

The Annual Christmas Pageant is always a highlight of our Kingdom Kids 
program. Preparations are now underway for this year’s production entitled “No 
Vacancy,” written and directed by St. Andrew member, mom of five, and talented 
dramatist, Allison Fuentes. The play will be performed on Sunday, December 
15 at the 11:00 service. Save the date and plan to be charmed and inspired!  
Kids and helpers are needed! For more information, contact Riki at rschoppert@
mystandrew.org.

PRESCHOOLnews

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com

Jesus said, 
“Let the little children 

come to me and 
do not stop them! 

For the Kingdom of 
Heaven belongs to 

such as these.”  
Matthew 19:14
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church newS

Senior Adult Fellowship
“Bloom Where You’re Planted”

Tuesday, November 5
11:00 am

We will welcome Christian speaker and multi-
media artist Linda Ely to teach and inspire us to 
“make every day count” as she paints her way 
through a very special presentation. An Italian 
lunch catered by Chef Emily will follow.  Sign up 
at the Welcome Center by 11/3 and pay $8 for 
lunch.  Contact Marilee in the office if you need 
a ride. Questions? Contact Jeanette Schuder at 
301-879-5950. 

THANK YOU ... 
...for hosting Bethania Kids “Tour of 
Love” September 29-30, including 
financial donations and prayers. The 
luncheon, emceed by Pastor Hricko, 
gave a very nice overview of our 
ministry. On behalf of the children, 
women and families we serve, a special 
thank you for the $22,000 that was 
raised. About $17,000 will go toward 
finishing of the new Shalom Home.  
Praise the Lord! We, along with fellow 
Bethania leaders David Doermann and 
Wendy Oesterling, are in awe of your 
kindness and support.  
Larry Zimmerman, Chairman 
Josephine Selvan, Projects Coordinator 

Thank you all for the prayers, 
condolences, and cards for my family 
at the passing of my father, Harvey 
Caldow. We are truly blessed by the 
members of St. Andrew.
Roger Caldow

Thank you so much for the cards and 
prayers. They were very comforting at 
this difficult time. With gratitude,
Pat Wise

Thank you for extending love and care 
throughout the journey of my dad’s 
passing last year. He loved St. Andrew, 
and it has been a comfort to receive 
the grief booklets and uplifting notes 
which have been so timely. Truly, 
you have blessed me and our family 
through your ministry! With love,
Mary Ann Gaver
daughter of Bill Pechnik

Thanks to over 150 folks who helped 
bring blessings to 35 women & staff at 
the Community Based Shelter during 
St. Andrew’s designated week in 
October. All were well fed and supplied 
with necessities due to the meals & 
items you generously provided! Thanks 
also to Thrivent Financial for the 
Action Team Grant that allowed us to 
purchase  plastic drinking glasses that 
will minimize the shelter’s reliance on 
paper/foam cups. 
The Social Ministry Team

SALTeenS UpdATe
Hey, High Schoolers! I know you 
are busy with school, work, sports 
and other activities, but I hope you 
can make time to join us for some 
exciting events this month: 

 ` First, we will have a chance to 
give back to the people who 
support us by volunteering at 
the Arts & Crafts Holiday Fair on 
Saturday, November 2.

 ` Then, we have our first MAJOR 
event of the year, the Fall Lock-
In on Friday, November 8. Come 
at 7:00 pm for an EPIC NIGHT! 
Pickup is on Saturday morning at 
8:00 am. 

 ` BUT WAIT, there’s more … our 
major fundraiser, Rent-A-Teen, 
is on Saturday, November 23. 
We need everyone’s help to 
get those jobs done and raise 
needed funds for our summer 
work/mission trip. 

November is full of all kinds 
exciting events, not to mention our 
gatherings every week: Oasis on 
Sunday morning and CityLight on 
Wednesday night. I hope that you’ll 
come out and get in on the fun. 
Questions? Text or email Pastor G at 
ngonzalez@mystandrew.org.

SALTeens are heading to 
Erie, PA next summer to help 

those less fortunate. They 
need your help to get there …

RENT-A-TEEN 
Saturday, 

November 23
Do you have a “to do” list that 

just keeps getting longer? 
What could you cross off that 

list if you had a team of young, 
strong teenagers at your “beck 

and call” for two hours? 
We’d like to help you find out. 

Rake Leaves • Paint a Room 
ð Babysit • Move Stuff 

Organize • Haul • Clean
...and YES, we do WINDOWS!

We aren’t choosy!  Reserve your 
two-hour slot now! Sign up online or 
pick up a form in the  Commons.

Your generous 
donation will be 

MUCH appreciated!
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 ;  Members Meeting Recap 
If you missed our Member’s Meeting on October 13, you missed a delicious lunch and some great fellowship as we 
gathered in the Great Room to hear about the blessings of God and the forward movement of His work at St. Andrew. 
For those who were not present, the meeting included these items of news and interest:

 ; A time of thanksgiving for Riki Schoppert as she transitions from 17 years of directing student ministries to a new 
role in which she will coordinate adult education, enhance our worship arts, and increase our presence in the world via 
social media.

 ; A time of thanksgiving for Luis Escobar, who has served at St. Andrew for over 10 years as our property, maintenance, 
and event facilitator.  In a bittersweet moment, it was also announced that Luis will be relocating to Boston in November 
to be close to his family there.

 ; Updates from Pastor Gonzalez and Pastor Hricko about youth ministry and our Howard County mission discussion.

 ; A report about our outreach to the Amharic-speaking community and an announcement of plans to sponsor our 
Missionary Intern, Mengesha Shibru, so that with a change in his visa status from student to religious worker, he will be 
able to direct that ministry into the longer-term future.

 ; An update on plans to add 45 parking spaces to our north lot, pending available funding and necessary county 
approvals.

 ; A report of the Endowment Committee, announcing that our new Endowment Fund has reached the necessary 
$100,000 required to disburse earned interest for the sake of God’s mission.

 ; A reminder from Pastor Hricko regarding the likelihood of a capital funding campaign in our not-too-distant future, 
although it will not come until vision and clarity are achieved with respect to our developing mission and ministry 
initiatives as well as the opportunity to reduce our congregation’s debt.

 ; Finally, an announcement that, in response to increased attendance in recent years, St. Andrew will hold five 
worship services on Christmas Eve 2019.

Above & beyond Update 
We are about to launch our 2020 Above & Beyond Gift        
Catalog, and the generosity of members and friends 
continues to take St. Andrew’s ministry “above & beyond” 
for Christ!

This past year, your donations to the Above & Beyond Gift 
Program have allowed us to support ministry partners like 
Amharic Outreach, Bethania Kids, Orphan Grain Train, 

Grace Fellowship in Liberia, Manna Food Center, Eastern Montgomery Emergency 
Assistance Network, Christ Deaf Ministry, Concordia College-New York, and more. They 
have provided scholarships for Vacation Bible School, Confirmation and the National 
Youth Gathering, and helped fund Senior Adult Ministry and Health & Wellness 
activities. They have supported needed building maintenance and repairs, office 
equipment, instrument tunings,  and improved lighting.  They have added beauty to our 
surroundings through banners, artwork, musicians and even this monthly newsletter, 
now printed in color.  And the list goes on!

Thanks to all for your generous participation. Keep an eye out for the updated Above 
&   Beyond catalog featuring “old favorites” and new initiatives like the parking lot 
expansion. Questions? Contact Above &  Beyond Chair Mitch Glazier at mglazier@riaa.
com or Greg Twombley in the office.

Safety & Security 
Team At Work

A team of 
volunteers is 
d e v e l o p i n g 
plans and 
p r o c e d u r e s 
to support 
the church in 

times of emergency and 
natural disaster.  The team 
includes professionals in 
a variety of related fields. 
Training will be rolled out 
to leaders and others, 
including volunteers to 
assist the team at all 
worship services. If you are 
interested in learning more 
or getting involved, contact 
Ken Austin at keaustin@
verizon.net. 
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KINGDOM KIDS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Sunday, September 1 
Backpack Blessing

Saturday, September 7 
Back to school “bash” on the Lawn - All 

Welcome! 

KINGDOM KIDS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Sunday, September 1 
Backpack Blessing

Saturday, September 7 
Back to school “bash” on the Lawn - All 

Welcome! 

Baked Goods 
 & Helpers

still needed!

Sign up in the 
Commons 
or contact 

Sue Scherer at 
240-390-3969  or 
susan.quilts @

verizon.net. 

For Baked Goods, 
contact 

Jeanette Schuder 
at 301-879-5950.
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