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St. Andrew’s

news

Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41
Our mission is to
demonstrate God’s love
by caring for all people
and helping them to
know and follow Jesus.

In This Issue...
`` Back to School Bash - 9/7
`` Common Ground Returns - 9/18
`` Fall Studies & Small Groups
`` Photo Directory Coming Soon
`` Treasurer’s Corner
`` “God’s Glory” Photo Contest

Dear Friends,
“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
– Philippians 1:2
I thought it would be quite fitting to greet you all in the same way that I was
greeted on my first Sunday: “Grace and Peace.” These words are so descriptive
of what it has been like in my first month as a pastor here at St. Andrew, and
hopefully it will stay that way during our time together! Lauren and I have
certainly been recipients of all of your grace and peace as we settled into our
new “home” and life here in Maryland. The transition has been exhausting, but
it has also been refreshing. We are excited to be here and excited to call this
place, The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew, home.
Over the past month, I have had a chance to witness some of the great things
happening at St. Andrew, beginning with my installation on July 28, which was
absolutely amazing! So many people were part of planning such an incredible
service, and it was certainly a glorious day. And yet, it was only the beginning!
Just a few days later, it was time for “Feed My Sheep,” the 10th Annual Benefit
Dinner and Concert sponsored by the Global Mission Team, including more
good food and fellowship. And our Director of Ministries and Praise Team
Leader, Greg Twombley, gathered musicians from both near and far to make
some joyful noise! It was a great night for all!
Continued on page 2

`` Wellspring “Spa for the Soul”
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Now, by the time you’re reading this, I’ll already have been here for over a month!
I know it’s hard to believe, but at this point I won’t even feel like “the new guy”
anymore. Instead, I’ll be “Pastor Nick” or “Pastor G.” or just “Hey you!” – all of
which I will certainly respond to, and I’m sure there are some I’m forgetting.
Having said that, I am so excited for the Fall season, and here at St. Andrew there
will be lots of exciting things to do. I would list them all, but instead I think you
should just keep reading the newsletter!
I am so excited to see what God has in store for us here at St. Andrew, and my
prayer for you is the same one spoken by the apostle Paul, “…that your love may
abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ,
filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory
and praise of God.” Philippians 1:9-11

Welcome
Pastor Nick
& Lauren!

Blessings in Christ,

Pastor González

Church Staff

2019 Board of Directors

Mark A. Hricko, Pastor
Nicholas González, Associate Pastor
Kenneth G. Carlson, Assistant Pastor
Jotham Johann, Director of Wellspring
Greg Twombley, Director of Ministries & Praise Team
Barbara Wahlbrink, Director of Communications
Riki Schoppert, Director of Worship Arts
Lia Mai Puskar, Preschool Director & Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Robyn Howland, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Events
Andrea Gast, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Wee Worship
Marianne Lohr, Children’s Ministry Assistant - VBS
Marilee Tollefson, Faith Community Nurse
Ashley Kirkpatrick, Children’s Choir Director
Debbie Snyder, Director of Administration
Bruce Poese, Director of Media Ministry
Ruth Heilman, Minister of Music
Sarita Winter, Creative Services
Anne Harpster, Bookkeeper
Ange Lorenz, Bookkeeper
Karen Hughes, Administrative Assistant
Luis Escobar, Property Maintenance/Events
Mengesha Shibru Gella, Missionary Intern

Glen Harvell, Chair, 301-926-6186
Paul Lobien, Vice-Chair, 301-738-3393
Kim Bolton, 301-871-2192
Diane Brode, 240-389-1152
Gary Fields, 301-649-1757
Mitch Glazier, 202-255-3380
Steve Olson, 301-949-6776
Saba Tesfayohannes, 240-918-3164
Betsy Varghese, 301-830-2733
Treasurer:
Bruce Winter, 301-476-9868
LWML President:
Karen Matthiesen, 301-774-5899
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

Common Ground Wednesdays
September 18 – November 13

•
•
•
•
•

Dinner at 6:00 pm
Informal Praise & Prayer at 6:30 pm
Groups & Classes at 6:40 pm
Closing at 7:45 pm
Talking to God: The Power of Prayer
The Hero’s Journey and the Gospel Story
The New Testament: How & Why?
Healthy Boundaries: Setting & Keeping Them
Faith Walk Membership Info Seminar

… and much more!

Details and registration available at mystandrew.org
or in weekly worship announcements.

Bible Studies & Small Groups
Sunday

Wednesday

9:30 am – begins 9/8
Anne & Bill Harpster
LL Creative Arts Room

1 Peter: A Living Hope in Christ
9:30 am – Begins 9/11
Robyn Howland, LL Wellspring Center

The Acts of the Apostles

1 Samuel

9:30 am – Ongoing
Ken Austin, Conference Room

Monday

Women’s Study

1 Peter: A Living Hope in Christ
7:00 pm – begins 9/16
Patty Belke, LL Wellspring Center

Tuesday

Men’s Small Group

The Way of Salvation in the Lutheran Church
7:00 am – Ongoing
Jim Abeles, Living Room

St. Andrew Howard County

Growing Community
7:00 pm – begins 9/10
Linden Hall-Dorsey Search Village
Ellicott City

Rogate Circle for Women

Bible Study & Crafts
3rd Tuesday of the Month, 9:30 am
Karen Matthiesen, LL Wellspring Center

God called us to be part of His
family for a reason – it’s hard
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew
community will meet you where
you are, and walk beside you to
a closer relationship with God.

Wondering how to unite
with St. Andrew?
Follow these easy steps…
•

Worship with us regularly!

•

Explore the ministry and
participate in Faith Walk 101
Information & Membership
Seminar. Led by our Pastors
and other ministry leaders,
these sessions offer the
opportunity
to
explore
the Lutheran faith, learn
more about our St. Andrew
community, and get to know
others who are on the same
path.

•

If you wish to transfer your
membership from another
faith community, contact
the church office. We will be
pleased to assist by writing
for your transfer.

Women’s Study

Common Ground

6:30 pm – begins 9/18
Various Groups & Classes, Commons

Thursday

Bible Study: Book of Ruth

2nd Thursday of the Month
10:30 am – begins 9/12
Walt Petzold, Conference Room

Saturday

Men’s Fellowship

8:00 am
Panera Bread – Aspen Hill

“Fall” into a new
season filled with
faith & fellowship!
Call or email the church office to
connect with a leader, get more
information, and register TODAY.
office@mystandrew.org
or 301-384-4394
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• If you are a new Christian,
speak with a Pastor about
receiving the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism.
If you are searching for answers
about God, your faith, or our St.
Andrew community, contact the
church office at 301-384-4394 or at
mystandrew.org. We’ll be happy to
talk with you to find the answers you
seek.
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Health & Wellness

New from Creative Spirits:

Prayer Beads

“Then you will call on me and come and pray to me,
and I will listen to you.” Jeremiah 29:12
Central to the mission of Creative Spirits Ministry is the intent to encourage
quiet time with God. Among the many practices of prayer and meditation
found across the ages and around the world is the use of Christian prayer
beads. It is said that prayer beads can help us focus on God in prayer, to
more fully experience God’s presence and love. As you hold beads in prayer,
they may help you follow a path to deepen your connection with God’s
healing and peace.
Over the summer, Creative Spirits participants met to create strings of
prayer beads for those in need of comfort during a time of illness, loss or
crisis. Over 40 sets of prayer beads, made with love, are ready to be given to
members and friends in need of God’s comfort and encouragement.

Adult/Child CPR
& AED Training

Sunday, September 15
12:30 - 4:00 pm

CPR is a skill that everyone should
know. Recommended techniques
have changed in recent years. Come
for the first-time or get a refresher.
You never know when it might help
you save a life! Space is limited. $25
registration fee. Contact Marilee
in the office by September 12 to
reserve your space.
Each of you
should use whatever
gift you have
received to serve
others, as faithful
stewards of God’s
grace in its
various forms.

To select a gift for your loved one, free of charge, contact Faith Community
Nurse Marilee Tollefson in the office. To lend your time, talents, and/or
support to our Creative Spirits Ministry, contact Sandi Goetsch at sandiz80@
msn.com or 410-465-6568, or Sherry Owens at sandbowens@verizon.net.

Medical Loan Closet Ministry

So Grateful!
From a recent recipient family: Unconditional love. Paying it forward. Compassion and sacrifice. All of those thoughts swirled in my mind at once as I
learned that your church had a brand-new hospital bed to donate for my cousin Frank, who has Downs Syndrome and suffers from
many health challenges at his care facility in Rockville.
Thank you for the deep, loving gesture for our family
and Frank’s caregivers through this unexpected gift. It
isn’t just the hospital bed. It was your compassion and
generosity that I recognize as a shared blessing. I do understand the reward
and grace of helping others, and I am so grateful. Peace and love to you. From
Dan Marschka, Lancaster, PA.
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1 Peter 4:10

Blood Drive Success

Thanks to St. Andrew members,
friends, volunteers and all who came
out to donate blood on August 4.
Summer is the time of most critical
need, and it was gratifying to see so
many step up to give. All told, you
exceeded the goal we set and gave
21 pints of whole blood and 2 pints of
red blood cells with the potential to
help up to 65 patients in need. Your
generosity will make a big difference
to the community around us!

Health & Wellness Questions?
Contact Marilee Tollefson
Faith Community Nurse
at 301-384-4394
or marileetollefson@gmail.com
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Social Ministry

Lutheran Mission Society

“Thrift Shop” Collections
September 22 & October 27

On the 4th Sunday of every month,
LMS welcomes donations of gently
used clothing, household goods, toys
and more. There is a special need
right now for new underwear in all
sizes for adults and children, including
men’s t-shirts.

Annual Planning Meeting
Monday, September 16
7:00 pm, Conference Room

All are welcome to join the Social
Ministry Team for a discussion of
service opportunities and plans for
the year ahead. Bring your ideas!
Please pray for the team to make
wise choices that will best utilize
the talents, skills and resources of
our congregation. Even if you can’t
attend, contact Carol Petzold to
express interest and share your input.

LMS Quilt Delivery
Once again, Wednesday crafters took
time from their fair projects to sew
quilts for Lutheran Mission Society
using donated fabric and batting
purchased with donated funds. So far
this year, 35 quilts were delivered to
LMS, and there are more to come!
LMS will distribute these “quilts of
love” in early December with special
food packages and holiday gifts
for families in need. Thanks to the
American Sewing Guild for generous
contributions of fabric that helped
tremendously this year.

Social & Community Ministry
Questions or Ideas?
Contact Carol Petzold
at 301-871-7413
or petzold37@gmail.com

Summer Food Program
Another Success!

This year’s Summer Food Program for
needy children and their families was
once again a blessing to many. Thirty
bags of groceries were delivered every
other week from the end of June
until the first week in September. The
Linkages to Learning team from Kemp
Mill Elementary School distributed
the bags to families either at school
or during home visits. As always,
this project was only made possible
through generous support received
from the congregation.
We are
grateful to each of you who helped!
Julissa Castanon, Linkages Community
Coordinator, writes: “Your generosity
has helped feed forty households,
including fifty children. We appreciate
that you have chosen to extend your
generosity and partnership to Linkages
to Learning. Thanks for your support!”

Looking ahead

Community Based
Shelter Week

October 20 — 26
It’s once again time to plan for
our annual Shelter Week when
we provide 3 meals per day
plus other supplies to a nearby
Women’s Shelter. Sign-up sheets
to contribute will be in the
Commons beginning September
22. We’ll need breakfast foods,
bag lunches, supper items and
related supplies. Volunteers are
needed to deliver items and
to serve the evening meal for
35 women. This year the effort
will be led once again by Evelyn
Doermann with assistance from
Margaret McConnell. Questions?
Email emdoermann@gmail.com.
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Thanks! Over 150 backpacks filled

with school supplies for students in
need were blessed during worship
services in early August. Many thanks
to all who generously contributed
to support families in the Linkages
to Learning programs at Greencastle
and Kemp Mill Elementary schools,
and the Lutheran Hispanic ministry.
A special shoutout to Keith
Federmann
and his Senior
Fit classes for
their generous
support. Keith
delivered 18 filled backpacks to
students living in Shady Grove HOC
homes, and more went to needy
students within our congregation.
Special thanks to Mary Ann Rydland for
sorting and filling backpacks according
to age level – a monumental task!

More Thanks! To all those who
sorted clothes at C-4, and to Peggy
Cleaveland and Roberta Alberding,
who distributed food at C-4 on Fridays
during the summer months. Thanks
also to The Lord’s Truck volunteers
who gather the food for distribution,
and especially Roger Caldow who
organizes The Lord’s Truck drivers and
helpers. Many families are blessed by
the work of these volunteers.
The Lord’s Truck Ministry
Sub Drivers Needed
Substitutes needed to fill in as backups
for vacations or possibly a regular
route, just one day a week. Contact
Roger at roger.caldow@verizon.net.
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Church News
Orphan Grain Train

International Fest Fundraiser
Saturday, September 21
4:00-7:00 p.m.

Join us at the new Orphan Grain Train
Warehouse for a cultural experience
that includes a delicious variety
of food, entertainment, a silent
auction, a bake sale and a heartwarming guest speaker, Thiel Thiel,
one of Sudan’s “Lost Boys.” This will
be a rare and special opportunity!
$45 for adults; $25 for ages 11-20;
Kids 10 & under are FREE! Price
includes raw bar, Greek entrees,
Chick-fil-A, tempting desserts and
beverages including wine and beer.
For tickets, contact Angel Brandt
at 301-873-1446 or email
abrandt1446@gmail.com
(reference OGT in your email
subject line). Questions? Contact
Irene Giguere at irene.giguere@mdorphangraintrain.org.

Senior Adult Fellowship
A Chat with Pastor Nick
& Appetizer Potluck
Tuesday, September 10
11:00 a.m.

We gladly welcomed Pastor Nick into
our congregation, and he has already
inspired us with his sermons! Now, let’s
get to know him better as we join him
for a chat about his faith, family and
journey to St. Andrew. We will have
the opportunity
to ask him
questions – and
he might even
have
some
questions
for
us, too!
Afterward, we’ll enjoy an appetizer
potluck lunch. Bring your favorite
hors d’oeuvre to share! Sign up at
the Welcome Center by September 8.
Questions? Contact Jeanette Schuder
at 301-879-5950. Need a ride to
church? Contact Marilee in the office.

Back by popular demand ...

3rd Annual
“God’s Glory is Our Joy”
Photo Contest

Photo by last year’s winner: Alba Hesselroth

Everywhere we look, we see God’s
majesty, mercy and love as He
reveals Himself in our daily lives.
He is our ever-present GOD.
Have you captured some
special God-moments?
Calling all photographers, novice
through professional! Enter up to
five original photos. You could be
voted Best St. Andrew Photographer
of 2019!
Deadline: Friday, September 13
Email entries to Ange Lorenz at
angelikalcsa@gmail.com.

Hey High School Students ...
“Brace yourselves … change is coming!” Pastor Nick is
in the house and the SALTeens (St. Andrew Lutheran
Teens) will be changing things up a bit this fall!
SUNDAY MORNINGS will be time for teens to gather at
9:30 am in the Lower Level Youth Lounge for Bible study
or to play a game or just hang out and talk about faith
and life.
NEW! WEDNESDAY NIGHTS, starting September 11,
we’ll be gathering from 6:30pm - 8:30pm. The first hour
will be a chance for people to just show up, maybe do
some homework, maybe some open gym, or just hang
out together. At 7:30 pm, we’ll gather downstairs for
worship and Bible study. Pastor Nick says, “Trust me,
you won’t want to miss it!” What’s he got in mind? Be
on the lookout for more announcements and events!
Have questions or want more info?
Contact Pastor Nick at ngonzalez@mystandrew.org.

FREE 8 x 10 Portrait and Directory
for everyone who participates!

Get details and link to the
Online Appointment Scheduler at mystandrew.org.
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Craft Ministry News
The Annual Arts & Crafts Holiday Fair is fast approaching on
Saturday, November 2. Wednesday Crafters have been busy
creating new items as well as many time-honored favorites.
Home crafters, please complete and return finished items
by October 15, allowing time to inventory and price. For
Grandma’s Attic vintage items, due to space limitations we
can only accept real “treasures” such as glassware, silver,
jewelry and gently used toys. No clothes, please! No books
except children’s and coffee table books. Thanks to all those
giving of their time to support the effort. Questions? Contact
Sue Scherer at 240-390-3969 or susan.quilts@comcast.net.

Get A “Sneak Peek”

at craft items and Grandma’s Attic treasures at the Craft
Ministry table at the VFD Flea Market on the St. Andrew
parking lot, Saturday September 14 from 8:00 am - 1:00 pm.

Lutheran Women in Mission
$2.1 M Mission Goal
Five St. Andrew members joined over 3100 people at
the 38th Biennial Convention of the Lutheran Women
in Mission (LWML) in Mobile, Alabama from June 20–
23, under the theme “In Praise to the Lord!” based on
1 Chronicles 16. Attendees worshiped, sang praises,
studied the Bible, listened to inspiring speakers, elected
officers, conducted business, laughed, and loved the
experience of fellowship with sisters in Christ from
across the country and around the world!
Delegates adopted a $2.1M mission goal for the 20192021 biennium. By the grace of God, these funds will
support 21 mission grants in Africa, Asia, Sri Lanka,
Central America, and numerous locations throughout
the United States, as faithful people respond in prayer
and mite offerings over the next two years.
You are invited and encouraged to support these new
mission opportunities by dropping your contributions
of coins, currency, and checks into the Mite Box located
at the Welcome Center in the Commons. For more
information about Mite Box ministry, contact Edi Collis
at edithcollis@hotmail.com.

Bethania Kids “Tour of Love”
Visit & Luncheon
September 29-30

Founded by Lutheran missionaries in 1987, Bethania Kids in India serves over 900 children, women and families in need,
sharing the love of Christ along with hope and the opportunity for a better life. This month, we will be blessed to
welcome visitors from Bethania to share how the ministry has impacted their life, and what we can do to
help further their mission to be the hands of God in a place of great need.

How can you help?
 Listen … in worship on September 29-30 to inspiring stories of Bethania’s ministry.
 Meet … after worship in the Commons, to talk with Josephine Selvam and other Bethania Ambassadors.
 Support … the ministry with donations to meet the goal of $120,000 needed to complete and furnish a new Shalom
home to house 40 young women.
 Eat … a delicious luncheon of light Indian fare after Sunday 11:00 worship to support the ministry. Cost for lunch is
$10 per adult or $5 per child in advance, or $12 at the door. Buy tickets in the Commons beginning September 8, or
online at mystandrew.org. Food options for children will be available.
 Learn ... more about Bethania’s ministry and needs during an “open mic” discussion over lunch, led by Pastor Mark.
 Bid … in a Silent Auction for a week at a Bethany beach house or at a Pennsylvania mountain house, with all proceeds
going to Bethania Kids ministry.
 Hold the Hand of a Child in Need … by committting to ongoing support of one of God’s neediest children, for just $35
per month (day care student) or $50 per month (orphan).
Learn more at BethaniaKids.org. Questions? Contact Larry Zimmerman at zimmerman.larry@comcast.net.
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Treasurer’s Corner
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I am pleased to report the results from St. Andrew’s audited financial statement for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2018, as
prepared by the public accounting firm of Jones, Maresca & McQuade, P.A.
Our faith community continues to be blessed in countless ways, and I’m pleased to report that our financial position remains solid.
Your pledges, gifts and tithes to our general operations as well as to special programs like our Above and Beyond Gift Program have
enabled us to fulfill our financial obligations, serve our community, and prepare for the next steps on our journey. While we thank
God for this good financial news, we must keep in mind that God’s mission for growth continues and so there is much more to do
as we follow the “great commission” to make disciples of all people. It is only by God’s grace and your faithful tithes and generous
gifts that we will be able to fund the ongoing ministries and outreach opportunities in need of our support.
As you review the financial details from our 2018 unqualified audit report, prayerfully consider how you can maintain and/or
increase your support for the mission of Christ in the months and years ahead. Balance sheet highlights as of December 31, 2018
are as follows:
Total Assets: $11,401,565				
Total Liabilities: 2,948,314				
Net Assets:
$ 8,453,251 				

Temporarily Restricted Assets:
Permanently Restricted Assets:
Unrestricted Assets:

$ 557,330*
64,283
$ 7,831,638

Our only debt, the mortgage on our church home held by The Lutheran Church Extension Fund, is now below $3 million.
We finished 2018 with nearly $600,000 of “unrestricted” cash and investments, and we have additional cash holdings equal
to our “temporarily and permanently restricted assets” balance. Over half of the temporarily restricted assets are funds you
have generously donated to our Above and Beyond campaign, which continue to allow us to execute on many initiatives that
otherwise wouldn’t be possible. Your gifts to A&B have allowed us to: substantially grow our outreach efforts with the Amharic
speaking community in our area; support initiatives to explore expansion of our ministry north into Howard County; help fund VBS,
confirmation and youth programs; enhance our music ministry; and complete maintenance projects on our beautiful church home
that would otherwise be restricted or delayed. And the list goes on!
Careful readers of our financial reports will note this is the first year we have reported “Permanently Restricted Assets,” which
refers to the new St. Andrew Endowment Fund. Per its intent to grow a balance that will be perpetually funding, the gifts
designated to this fund will never be spent directly. Rather, they will be invested to produce earnings for distribution. While the
endowment balance is currently low, we pray that new gifts will significantly increase it over time, resulting in strong earnings that
can eventually be used to support God’s work in our community and across the globe.
Our operational results were as follows:
Total Revenue and Support:
$2,093,609
Total Expenses:
2,143,689
Change in Net Assets:
($ 50,080)
Although we ended the year with a small reduction in our net assets, this result is a strong showing due to our non-cash depreciation
expense, which totaled $362,675. Depreciation expense for financial reporting is a required “book” expense that takes into account
the expected loss in value over time of our building and equipment. Our annual operating budget for St. Andrew does NOT include
depreciation expense; in other words, depreciation expense is a required bookkeeping entry only and not a cash outlay.
I welcome your questions and am happy to personally review our financial statement with any member upon request. As summer
draws to a close and many of us return to our regular routines, I pray that St. Andrew will be in your hearts and minds, and that
you will continue to support our ministry with financial gifts as well as generous giving of your time and talents. We are all truly
blessed by the dynamic and growing community of God that is St. Andrew!
Bruce Winter, Treasurer
301-476-9868
bjw@fsgcap.com
*Generally accepted accounting principles require that we treat certain gifts to St. Andrew as “Temporarily Restricted,” until
the gifts are used for the purpose intended by the donor. In addition to our Above and Beyond Fund, we currently maintain 17
additional temporarily restricted fund balances, including activities such as Youth, Global Mission, Wellspring, Benevolence, Health
& Wellness, Music, and the like.
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Children’s Ministry

PRESCHOOL news

Summer is turning to fall, and it’s
time to welcome new students
as well as returning students to
our Preschool. Classes will begin
the day after Labor Day, with
Orientation days at the start.
By week’s end, all preschoolers
should be off and running toward
a great year ahead!

As of mid-August, our Preschool is 91% full: the 2’s classes have just a handful of openings. (Must be 2 by June 30). 3s
& 4s are fully enrolled. Please spread the word to friends and neighbors to fill these last few spots! Details and forms
for prospective and enrolled students can be found at mystandrew.org/preschool.
September is always a little bittersweet, with a few early tears shed by kids (and parents) as they separate, followed
by lots of smiles as the weekly routines get underway. A trip to the apple orchard will add some excitement. Please
keep the preschool students, families, and staff in your prayers for another blessed school year when every child feels
the love of Jesus every day!

Get ready, get set … it’s SEPTEMBER!
Sunday, September 1 - Backpack Blessing

Have your child bring their school backpack to church to receive a
blessing and a special gift during 9:30 or 11:00 am worship.

Calling All Kids!

Children’s Choir
Rehearsals
Begin Sunday,
September 8
We are excited for another great year in
Children’s Choir at St. Andrew! The choir is
open to all children grades 2 through 6. Some
younger children may be eligible depending
upon student interest and readiness. Come
visit a rehearsal and have fun making music
with us! If your child is interested in joining
the choir, contact Ashley at akirkpatrick@
mystandrew.org. Rehearsals are Sunday
mornings from 10:30 to 11:15 am, and kids
sing about once per month in worship.

Saturday, September 7 – Back-to-School Bash

Bring your Pre-K thru 6th graders to the church’s north entrance
near the playground, where we’ll have games, crafts, food and fun
for the kids from 10 am - 12 noon. Parents will have the opportunity
to learn more about the Kingdom Kids Sunday program, meet
teachers, and register kids to start the next day. It’s a neighborhood
event – bring friends!

Sunday, September 8 – Kingdom Kids Fall Session Begins

Every Sunday includes lessons, stories, videos, activities – all
designed to help your kids get through the week ahead with
Christ in their hearts! Bring K-6th graders to Room 118 for 9:30 am
opening. Pre-K (ages 3-4) meet in Room 122.

Bring a friend!
Make a friend!
All welcome.
Come try it out!
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Questions?

Contact LiaMai Puskar
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
301-384-2660
lcsakids@yahoo.com
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Music Ministry

Let every instrument be tuned for praise;
Let all rejoice who have a voice to raise;
And may God give us faith to sing always;
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
From Minister of Music, Ruth Heilman: Music is a wonderful way to praise the Lord. One of my (many) favorite
hymns is called, “When in Our Music God is Glorified.” The words speak to my heart for worship and my love of music,
especially the first verse: “When in our music God is glorified, and adoration leaves no
room for pride, it is as though the whole creation cried: Alleluia!”
Summer was a busy time for our church musicians, with choral, solo, and duet offerings,
rehearsing and presenting music for Pastor Nick’s Installation, and beginning work on
music for the fall. Our worship will be enriched in the coming season by our Cantate
Domino Choir, Jubilee Ringers Handbell Choir, M-Street Brass Quintet, soloists, and many
other fine musicians. Special praises will be offered at festival times. We are excited to
get started in September, and we look forward to making music with the community of
St. Andrew in praise to our Savior all year long!

Love to Sing?
Use your gifts & passion for music
to serve God and others
as you enjoy teamwork, fellowship and fun!
Cantate Domino Choir performs a variety of traditional and modern

choral music at 9:30 am worship services, holidays and at special services
from September through May/June. Rehearsals are Sunday mornings from
11 am – 12 noon.

Jubilate Ringers Hand Bell Choir performs about once each month at 8:00 & 9:30 worship, holidays and at special
services from September through May/June. Rehearsals are Thursdays at 7:30 pm.

Everyone is Welcome to be a part of our music ministry and fellowship! Experience is a plus, but even if you just have
the passion, let’s talk about how you can help! Contact Ruth Heilman, Minister of Music at rheilman@mystandrew.org
or 301-384-4394 x229.

Praise Team is Seeking Singers!
The 11:00 am Praise Choir is seeking singers of all types, from soprano
to bass, and soloist to shower singer. Rehearsals are on Wednesdays
from 6:45-8:00 pm. No experience is necessary! Fun is mandatory!
Questions? Contact Riki Schoppert at rschoppert@mystandrew.org.
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Many thanks for the adorable brown
lap blanket. I will treasure your gift
for a long time, and it will help me get
through the rebuild of my home. It’s
perfect!
Your neighbor,
Patty Mangels

Thank you all for the outpouring of love

and support during Ray’s brief illness.
Your thoughts, prayers, and messages
were so appreciated, and the pastors’
visits were a great comfort. The service
and reception celebrating Ray’s life
was perfect, and we were so very
grateful to all who helped and offered
grace, love and support to surround
our family.
With gratitude,
Marilyn Miller & Family
Thank you for the books, letters and
gifts throughout this past year to help
me cope after losing my mom in June
2018. I read the booklets each morning
and felt surrounded by love.
Blessings,
Angela Di Cicco

Thank you for praying for me and for
the cards, helpful cancer information,
and especially the devotional, “50
Years of Hope,” which is speaking daily
to my heart. I truly appreciate your
thoughtfulness.
In Christ,
Linda Blough
Sister of Judy Smith &
Aunt of Judy Oliver
Thank you all for the recent donation
of fleece blankets that will give
warmth and security to children in
need. Volunteers like you are the heart
of our mission.
Blessings,
Linda Gorman
Project Linus

As I have gone through major surgery
and chemo since February, there are
no words to adequately thank each of
you for your prayers, care packages,
soup and well wishes - all so helpful,
so healing and so good. From the
bottom of my heart I say thanks and
pray for you and your families. We
have an amazing church community
blessed by God. Thanks for all you
do for me and for everyone else who
needs support.
Camilla Schlegel
I wish to express my Christian love
and appreciation to folks in this
congregation. I had hip surgery a few
weeks ago, and I received many notes
and thoughts. Hoping I can attend
church soon. Thank you all so much.
Don Brady

Dear St. Andrew Friends,
Thank you for hosting my handlers and me on Mother’s Day! I go to church every week, and I loved being in worship with
you and meeting new friends. Thank you for your very generous support of our ministry to give comfort and share God’s
love throughout the area. The people of St. Andrew raised almost $1200, which is “pawsome!”
These days I stay busy traveling to retirement centers, hospitals, schools, BWI, the VA Hospital, and visiting shut-ins. Over
the summer, some of my handlers and I joined almost 140 other Lutheran Church Charities Comfort Dogs at a convention
in Chicago. I flew on a plane, stayed in a hotel, and did special training to help me be a better Comfort Dog. My handlers
learned a lot at the conference, too. This fall, I will visit children and their families at the Ronald MacDonald House in
Baltimore, to give comfort as they deal with serious illnesses. People are always excited to pet me. I am very happy to
spend time with them, too. Most recently, several comfort dogs in the Midwest and Texas were deployed to help after
the tragedies in Dayton and El Paso. One healthcare provider at a hospital in Texas said that it was the first time she had
smiled since before the shooting. We take our jobs seriously, and we work each day to help others. The smiles help us
know we are doing our jobs well.
For more information about me and my ministry, talk to Ruth Heilman. It’s easy to find her. She plays the
organ at St. Andrew every Sunday. Please pray for our ministry and for those we meet. If you would like
to provide financial support, go online to emmanuelbaltimore.org/give. Under “Mission Funds,” choose
“Comfort Dog.” Thank you for being “pawtners” in ministry with me. God loves you, and so do I!

Love, Kezia Comfort Dog and Ministry “Pawtner” Ruth Heilman
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday at
8:00 & 9:30 am – Traditional
11:00 am – Contemporary Praise
Monday at 7:00 pm
Church 301-384-4394
Preschool 301-384-2660
office@mystandrew.org
mystandrew.org

If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error,
please contact the church office at 301-384-4394 or office@mystandrew.org. Thank you.

For Your Fall Calendar ...
Blessing of the Backpacks

KINGDOM KIDS
Sunday, September 1

Back to School Bash

Saturday, September 7 - Rain or Shine - All Welcome!
MARK
YOUR
CALENDARS!
Kingdom Kids Sunday School
Begins
Sunday, September
8
Sunday,
September
1

St. Andrew
Howard County
Bible Study
Backpack
Blessing
Returns Tuesday, September 10

Saturday, September 7

Common Ground Wednesdays

Returns Wednesday, September 18
Back to
school “bash” on the Lawn - All
Confirmation & High School Classes
Welcome!

Adult Bible Studies & Small Groups

New & Returning - See Details Inside.

