
1

July/August 2019 Volume 70 Issue 7/8

Dear Friends,
There was a time when the months of June through August represented a 
quiet season in the life of the church.  For the most part, that time has passed.

During June we celebrated confirmation, received new members, met our 
missionary intern, and welcomed hundreds of children to Vacation Bible 
School.  In July, we’ll collect school supplies, open the doors to Jazz Camp, send 
our teens to the National Youth Gathering, install our new Associate Pastor, and 
plan for the fall.  By August, we’ll be registering the next group of confirmands, 
and getting the word out about new seasons at Common Ground, Howard 
County, Kingdom Kids, choirs, and so many other ministries that form our life 
and witness together.

It is true that there will be more “going out and coming in” during the next 
several weeks as new people move into the area and visit St. Andrew, others 
go on vacation, and still others head back to college.  But when you are in 
town, “let us not neglect our meeting together, as is the habit of some, but let 
us encourage each other all the more!” Hebrews 10:25 Be sure to join your 
sisters and brothers every Sunday or Monday in the house of your Father at 
the table of His Son!  Take time for rest and refreshment, but keep serving and, 
if anything, take more time for prayer and the reading of scripture.  Don’t get 
burned out on vacation.  In fact, wherever you go, find a church to visit and tell 
me about it when you get back.

Continued on page 2

St. Andrew’s news
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

In This Issue...
 ` Pastor Nick’s Installation - 7/28

 ` July Drive for School Supplies

 ` Benefit Concert - 7/31

 ` Blood Drive - 8/ 4

 ` Confirmation Registration

 ` Center for Contextual Leadership

 ` Bethania Kids “Tour of Love”

Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.
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By the time you read these words, 
Seminarian Gonzalez will be Pastor 
Gonzalez and, by the end of July, he’ll 
be ours and we’ll be his as Nick and 
Lauren arrive in Maryland and unite 
with us at St. Andrew.  Allow me to 
thank my colleagues on our staff, our 
church leaders, guest preachers, and 
so many others who have taken up 
tasks gladly and ministered boldly so 
that the cadence of our mission could 
continue so well throughout our recent 
Call process.  As always, it is a great joy 
to see you in action!  And with you, I 
look forward to serving throughout 
the weeks of summer and beyond 
as we get to know two new servants 
among us and enjoy the ever exciting 
adventure of moving the mission of 
Jesus forward for the spiritual rest, 
refreshment, and hope of the world.

The Lord be with you +

In Christ, your brother,

Pastor Hricko
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Confirmed in Christ
What a blessed Pentecost weekend it was at St. Andrew, June 7-9, as 10 
young Christians shared their faith and testimony to inspire those of all 
ages!  Congratulations to all on this important step along the faith journey. 
Thanks to the teachers, parents, pastors, and others who helped make it all 
possible. To God be the glory!

 Brett William Batchelder Regan Marie Hyder  
 Eugene William Carson  Sarah Joan Lazarchick
 Zachary Michael Clark  Olivia Louise Purdy
 Owen Riley Grove  Lauren Marie Roper
 Francisco James Hidalgo  Sofia Lynn Isabel Smith
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to 
a closer relationship with God. 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!

• Explore the ministry and  
  participate in Faith Walk 101 

Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing 
for your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or at 
mystandrew.org. We’ll be happy to 
talk with you to find the answers you 
seek. 

WELCOME PASTOR NICK!
New Associate Pastor Nick Gonzalez 

will be installed at St. Andrew on 

Sunday, July 28 at 4:00 pm. 

Mark your calendar and stay tuned for 
details about this very special milestone 

in our life and ministry together. 

2019-2020 Confirmation 
Begins After Labor Day

What is confirmation? If you didn’t go through it, you 
may have no idea. For those who were confirmed 
years ago, memories of confirmation  might include 
lots of study and memorization, followed by a time 
of questioning by the congregation. In either case, 
today’s confirmation may surprise you. Yes, we still 

study the Bible and Luther’s catechism. But mostly we talk about faith. A key part 
of our program these days is learning to deal with real life and hard questions 
that don’t have simple answers – questions like ... 

• Why do bad things happen to good people? 
• Why do good things happen to bad people?
• Why do we pray? Are prayers really answered? 
• Am I bad because I have doubts? 
• What do I do with those doubts?

Confirmands and teachers meet most Fridays during the school year from 7- 8 
pm and on Sundays from 9:30-10:30 am. Following Friday’s class, there is often 
a social or service activity organized by parents to build friendships among the 
kids, and between kids, teachers and parents. There are also two weekend 
retreats – one to kick off the program on September 13-15, and the other on 
May 8-10 to close out the year a few weeks prior to the Day of Confirmation.  
The culmination of the program is Confirmation Weekend, when confirmands 
give testament to their faith on Night of Witness and celebrate this important 
milestone of faith with family and friends on Confirmation Sunday.

Confirmation is a two-year program, typically for 7th and 8th graders. However, 
we have had older students and even adults complete the program over the 
years. The program is not mandatory in the life of the church. It is voluntary for 
those kids and families who are willing and ready to make the commitment.  Yes, 
it’s a commitment – but rest assured that the benefits will last a lifetime!   

Enrollment for the 2019-2020 confirmation year begins in August, and teachers 
will be on hand at a table in the Commons following worship throughout the 
month to share information and answer questions. Contact Confirmation 
Director Gary Fields at 301-661-8490 or gedfsbcrhs@gmail.com to learn how 
your family can connect with our confirmation program so the kids in your life 
can benefit from this priceless journey of faith.



4

July/August 2019 Volume 70 Issue 7/8

Social MiniStry
LMS Thrift Shop 

Collections
Sundays, July 28 & August 25

Gently used clothing and household 
goods are always needed to share at 
LMS Compassion Centers. Bring your 
donations to the Great Room only on 
the collection days. Pack fragile items 
to avoid breakage on the truck.  

C-4 Clothes Closet 
Volunteers Needed!

July is St. Andrew’s designated month 
to help with sorting and hanging 
clothing at the C-4 Center, 14015 
New Hampshire Ave, just south of 
the church and the ICC.  We need  
any time you can spare on Tuesday, 
Thursday or Friday mornings from 
9-11 am. Once a week for the month 
of July would be so helpful!  Sign up at 
the Welcome Center. No experience 
necessary!  

Wanted: Grocery Helpers
The food pantry at St. Andrew brims 
with The Lord’s Truck’s gleaning, and 
we need helpers to share it! Oversee 

the distribution of non-
perishables, breads and 
produce to C-4 clients on 
random days each month. 
Clients select items and fill 

the bags themselves. Added bonus 
– it will do your heart good to share 
with others in need! If you may be 
able to help on short notice, contact 
Carol Petzold or Marilee Tollefson in 
the office to get on the list.  

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

Collecting Children’s 
Books & Stuffed Toys

We continue to collect gently used 
children’s books and plush toys for 
distribution by C-4 at Christmas. Take 
the opportunity to gather your extras 
over the summer and donate them 
for those in need. Leave items on the 
shelf in the Coat Room, marked C-4.

LMS Charity Golf Tournament
Monday, August 5

Join fellow golfers for a “final round” 
at Glen Dale Country Club. $100 
per player includes light breakfast, 
beverage cart, Carrabba’s lunch, and 
more.  Get details at compassionplace.
org. To register, contact Rich Kunst at 
rokunst1@gmail.com.

Thanks, Thanks, Thanks for 
the $765 contributed to buy school 
supplies in bulk for C-4 families. 
The funds will assist greatly with 
more than 900 backpacks to 
be filled and distributed in late 
August.

And More Thanks to those who 
generously contributed specific 
items requested for the Linkages 
to Learning Summer Food 
Program. The recipient families 
were so grateful. Your generosity 
brings the love of Christ to many 
in our community.

LMS 9th Annual Crab Feast
Saturday, August 24

You are invited for crabs at Annapolis 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Edgewater! $50 per adult; $20 per 
youth; and free for kids 8 and under. 
Get details at compassionplace.org. 
To register, contact Kathy Crout at 
tickets@lutheranmissionsociety.org.

Summer Events to Benefit the Work of
Lutheran Mission Society Compassion Place Ministries

Support Students in Need
Donate School SupplieS

to help them thrive!

It’s time again to support Linkages to Learning. 
Donate supplies to give a good start to needy kids at  

nearby Greencatle and Kemp Mill Elementary  Schools, 

Bring all donations to the marked box in the Coat Room by July 31. 
Monetary donations are also welcome by check

or online at my standrew.org.  Specify “School Supplies.” 
Thanks for your support!

• Backpacks
• #2 Pencils
• Colored Pencils
• Pens
• Fine Line Markers
• Highlighters
• Crayons
• Scissors
• Soft Lunch Boxes 

• Composition Books
• Zip pouches 
• Wide Ruled Loose-leaf Paper
• Wide Ruled Spiral Notebooks
• 1 Inch Binders
• Rulers
• Glue sticks (no Elmer’s)
• Erasers
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children’S MiniStry

 The Preschool halls are quiet now, 
but preparations are underway for another 

wonderful school year ahead.
Preschool enrollment continues for 2019-2020. The 4’s program currently 
has one opening and the 2’s has just a handful of openings. The 3’s  
program is fully enrolled. Get program details and forms at mystandrew. org/  
preschool.

Spread the word to neighbors and friends about our wonderful program, 
where we believe that every child is a precious gift from God. Contact 
Director Lia Mai Puskar with questions or to register or get on the wait list. 
Don’t delay. Register today! 

Enjoy the summer -  
see you in September! 

Summer is here, and Kingdom Kids continues with a 
relaxed Summer Session from June 23 – August 25. 
Bring your rising K-6th graders to Room 118 at 9:30  
any Sunday morning to get in on the Bible learning and 
fun.   

Summer substitutes are needed to give our dedicated teachers a well-deserved break.  All materials and activities are 
provided.  Contact Lia Mai to get on the schedule for a Sunday or two.  Thanks!

Wee Worship will continue all summer during the 11:00 worship service, for children ages 3-8.

Pre-K classes will take a break over the summer, and resume in September. Teachers and aids are greatly needed for this 
program. If you love kids, you can help! Prayerfully consider using your gifts to teach our youngest “saints” and contact 
Lia Mai for details.   

 

     Mark your Calendars!  
•  Sunday, September 1 – Backpack Blessing
•  Saturday, September 7 – Back to School Bash
•  Sunday, September 8 – First Day of Kingdom Kids Fall Session

PRESCHOOLnews

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com
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church happeningS
Update: Center for Contextual Leadership

A “visioning conference” for the Center for Contextual Leadership was held at 
St. Andrew on May 23-24.  The “Center” is a suite of degree programs offered 
by Concordia College-New York with a common emphasis: training leaders for 
vocation and ministry in the widest possible range of career choices. While 
many graduates of the program will serve in a professional church vocation, 
others will follow their internal calling to serve the Lord by using their gifts in 
their own chosen field.

The May conference continued exploration 
of the feasibility of new sites for the 
center at St. Andrew and another location 
in the Florida-Georgia region, pending 
the application and approval of a large 
foundation grant. Representing Concordia 
College at the meeting were Provost 
Sherry Fraser and Laura Brezovsky, Director 
of Academic Advising.  Presidents John 

Denninger and Greg Walton represented our denomination’s Southeastern and 
Florida-Georgia Districts.  Participating from St. Andrew were Pastor Hricko, 
Ruth Heilman, George Mannina, and Eliot Pfanstiehl.  Also joining the meeting 
were Pastor Yared Halche and Mengesha Shibru Gella, St. Andrew’s missionary 
intern and a graduate of the Center’s Bronxville, New York site.

Following this gathering, next in the process will be conversations with the 
granting foundation as the visioning and feasibility period continues.

Update: St. Andrew Howard County
With two service project evenings, one game night, several weeks of Bible 
study, and a Skype visit with our new Associate Pastor, the spring session 
of our ministry in Howard County concluded on June 18.  Thanks to all who 
came through the fall, winter and spring to support an important first step 
in establishing a weekly place of ministry for St. Andrew in our neighboring 
county to the north. Please keep this initiative in your prayers over the summer 
and stay tuned for information about future opportunities to plant more seeds 
of mission in HoCo soil!

Senior Adult 
Fellowship 

All are welcome to join our 
summer adventures! 

Summer Trip to West River
Tuesday, July 9 

Join the group for a scenic journey 
to Galesville, a quaint town with a 
rich history of shipping and travel 
along Maryland’s West River.  We’ll 
stop for a lunch on the waterfront 
at Pirate’s Cove Restaurant, then 
head to Bayfield’s Bed & Breakfast 
for dessert and a beautiful view 
where the river meets the bay. We 
will depart from church at 11:00 
am. Cost is $20 for bus and dessert.  
Purchase lunch on your own. Sign up 
at the Welcome Center by July 7.  

The Musical Plumer Family
&  Picnic Lunch

Tuesday, August 6 at 11 am
In August, we will welcome back the 
talented Plumer family to perform 
a variety of music from classical to 
jazz, and more!  Frank is a renowned 
pianist-vocalist who has performed 
for four presidents. Son Tony played 
Carnegie Hall at age 12; daughter 
Cecilia sings in five languages; and 
daughter Julia has performed at 
the Kennedy Center.  Following the 
music, we’ll enjoy a summer picnic 
of fried chicken and all the fixins’ 
provided by Chef Emily. Cost of 
$8 will cover lunch. Sign up at the 
Welcome Center by July 28.   

Questions? Contact Jeanette 
Schuder at 301-879-5950. Need a 

ride? Contact Marilee in the office.

Compassion International
St. Andrew Comes Through Again!

Thanks to all who responded to the Compassion International appeal in early 
May. Fifteen children received new sponsors through the commitment of 
members and friends, including three children from Ethiopia. Thanks to new 
and continuing sponsors for bringing hope to children in poverty and supporting 
Christ’s mission around the world. For those who may be feeling the call to 
sponsorship or expanded support for this important ministry, visit compassion.
com to learn more and find the child who is waiting for you! Questions? Contact 
Quent Remein at compassion@remein.net or 301-421-1152.
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Bethania Kids Tour of Love:”
Visit & Luncheon

September 29 – 30
Founded by Lutheran missionaries in 1987, Bethania Kids in India serves over 
900 children, women and families in need, sharing the love of Christ along 
with hope and the opportunity for a better life. Two years ago, Josephine and 
Chrystal traveled from India to visit with St. Andrew and share the ministry of 
Bethania Kids. On September 29-30, we will be blessed by another visit, this 
time featuring one Bethania staff member and two young ambassadors who 
grew up in a Bethania Home.

The Bethania visitors will speak 
at all worship services and will 
be available to “meet and greet” 
members and friends between 
services in the Commons. During 
a special luncheon following 
11:00 am worship, they will share 
experiences about growing up in the 
care of Bethania, answer questions 
about Bethania Kids’ ministry, and 

highlight the special needs of the ministry right now, including the building 
of a new Shalom Home for 48 young women and sponsorship of children to 
provide ongoing support. 

You can help! Attend the luncheon, donate to the cause, and sponsor a 
child to have a lasting impact for Christ! Luncheon tickets go on sale in the 
Commons and online September 8. The menu will feature Indian delicacies, 
plus options for children. The cost is $10 per adult and $5 per child in advance, 
and $12 at the door. Questions? Contact Larry Zimmerman at zimmerman.
larry@comcast.net.

Hold the Hand of a Child in Need!

Blood Drive: The Need is Great! 
Sunday, August 4

Do you know your blood type? Did you know that Type A, B and O are frequently in short supply? And that types O-, O+,  
A- and B- are eligible to be POWER RED donors that can double the impact for those in need? Summer typically sees a 
decline in blood donations but an increase in need, which worsens an already critical situation. 

Help the American Red Cross change that equation by donating blood at our next drive on Sunday, August 4.  Let’s fill all 
30 appointment slots from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm. Click the link at mystandrew.org/events/blood-drive to reserve your slot 
and minimize the wait. Let’s make this the most successful drive our church has sponsored. Not enough people donate 
blood.  We need you to fill in the #missingtypes. Questions? Contact Jeanine McGrath at jeaninemcgrath@gmail.com 
or 240-481-3903.
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My heartfelt thanks to you for all 
the concern and prayers during my 
recent hosptal stays and recuperation 
at home. It is so appreciated. God’s 
blessing to all of you,
Clara McGunigal

Thank you so much for allowing me 
the use of the cane. It was very helpful 
during my recovery.
Paula Mandelman

Thank you for keeping my family and 
me on your prayer list. I am doing 
much better and have been cleared 
by my doctors. I am so happy that 
my mother-in-law, Virginia Hamiliton 
has such a wonderful community 
surrounding and suporting her. We are 
all blessed! With love,
Linda Hamilton

You may  never know all of the names 
of the seniors you have helped, but 
you put a smile on each and every one 
of their faces. On behalf of our valued 
residents, we would like to thank you 
for your generosity and grace to us. 
Our residents living here truly benefit 
from your kindness and have nothing 
but appreciation for what you have 
done for us. 
Kathi Jordahl
Community Manager 
Hampshire Village Senior Apartments

Thank you for your note of 
encouragement and for your continued 
ministry. I have been listening to your 
sermons online and I am so thankful 
that we can connect with you in this 
way. Thank you for allowing God to 
use you to minister to more from the 
Pittsburgh area. You are God’s voice 
calling His sheep. And where He leads, 
His sheep will follow.
Thank you again,
Polly Stowers

Thank you so much for the beautiful 
gift with quote from Romans 15:13. It 
has made an extremely difficult time 
more bearable, and we will keep it on 
display in our home. May God bless all 
the members of St. Andrew. 
Maryann & Dean Earl and 
the family of Wendy Hoskinson

My deepest gratitude goes to you for 
your kindness and prayers and support 
during the preparation for my surgery 
to treat breast cancer. A special thanks 
to the Schoppert family who brought 
me to you. Your warmth and caring 
along with the grace of God carried me 
through to a successful outcome and 
a steady healing path. I am sincerely 
grateful for being embraced by the 
generous community of St. Andrew. 
With love and blessings,
Tina Story 

Member Recommendation:
“Amazing Grace” 

at Museum of the Bible
Discover the inspiring true story 
behind one of the world’s most 
beloved songs in the Broadway 
musical, Amazing Grace, now on 
a tour stop at MOTB. Follow John 
Newton, a willful and musically 
talented Englishman who finds 
himself torn between following in the 
footsteps of his slave-trader father or 
embracing the more compassionate 
views of his childhood sweetheart. 
Accompanied by his slave, Thomas, 
John embarks on a harrowing journey 
that leads to a transformative 
moment of self-reckoning and 
a blazing anthem of hope and 
freedom. On the MOTB World Stage 
Theater Fridays, Saturdays and 
Sundays through August 18.  Details 
at museumofthebible.org. Deep 
discounts can be found at Gold Star 
or Groupon ticketing websites.

Pick-Up Basketball
Sunday Evenings

High school, college and adult 
players are invited to come to the 
Great Room for friendly games, 
fellowship and great exercise. All 
levels of play are welcome. Starts 
August 4 and we hope to continue 
most Sundays through the fall.  
Contact David Peitsch to get details 
and express interest at  dtpeitsch@
kellerfoundations.com. 









If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error, 
please contact the church office at 301-384-4394 or office@mystandrew.org. Thank you.

15300 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20905

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday at
8:00 & 9:30 am – Traditional
11:00 am – Contemporary Praise
Monday at 7:00 pm

Church 301-384-4394 
Preschool 301-384-2660
office@mystandrew.org
mystandrew.org

Non-Profit
Organization
Postage Paid
Suburban MD
PERMIT NO. 426

The LuTheran ChurCh of

ST. ANDREW

KINGDOM KIDS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Sunday, September 1 
Backpack Blessing

Saturday, September 7 
Back to school “bash” on the Lawn - All 

Welcome! 

KINGDOM KIDS
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

Sunday, September 1 
Backpack Blessing

Saturday, September 7 
Back to school “bash” on the Lawn - All 

Welcome! 

Calling All Kids!
Save the DateS! 

Backpack Blessing
Sunday, September 1 

Back to School Bash
Saturday, September 7 

Outdoors on the Lawn - All Welcome!

Kingdom Kids Classes Begin 

Sunday, September 8


