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Dear Friends,
It is with great joy and thanksgiving to God that we have received the news 
that Nicholas Gonzalez has been Called to serve as St. Andrew’s new Associate 
Pastor! 

Nick is from Lakewood, New Jersey, where his parents still reside.  His brother, 
Matthew, is the pastor of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church in The Bronx, 
New York. Nick attended Concordia College in Bronxville, New York before 
completing his pre-seminary studies at Concordia University in Mequon, 
Wisconsin. From there, he was off to his theological education at Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis, that included a one year vicarage/internship at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church in Lakewood, Colorado. 

It was my personal joy to be present at the worship service on May 1 in St. 
Louis during which Nick received our Call. Those who watched the service 
online or at the Watch Party at church know that the worship was glorious and 
the chapel was filled with the loving presence of spouses, parents, other family 
members, and people like me who traveled from places near and far to witness 
the Spirit’s action and observe the next class of pastors as their futures began 
to unfold before them.
  
After the service I met with Nick and his wife Lauren, who were married last 
December, and I met again with Nick the following morning before I returned to 
Maryland. We’ve been in frequent touch ever since. His plan is to be ordained 
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at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Manchester, New Jersey, which is his home 
congregation. Nick and Lauren intend to move to Maryland before the end of 
July and his installation as our new Associate Pastor has been scheduled for 
Sunday, July 28 at 4:00 p.m. Mark your calendar now! 

Whenever I talk with Nick, it is impossible not to sense his excitement and 
enthusiasm for life and ministry at St. Andrew. Along with Nick and Lauren, I 
look forward with great anticipation to countless blessings yet to come for all 
of us as we welcome them with love and begin our partnership in the Gospel 
together.

Let us praise God for this new  
beginning!
Love, 

Pastor Hricko
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Summer 
Jazz 
Camp
July 29 – August 2

for Ages 11-18
Hey kids, wanna play like our 
awesome praise band? Jazz Camp 
will give you a great start!  Directed 
by Praise Band Leader Greg 
Twombley and featuring a faculty 
of seasoned players, this camp 
will make you a better player in 
a week!  Hurry! Spots fill quickly! 
Tuition is $395 including lunch.  Early 
bird savings of $40 off ($355) until 
June 3. Get details and forms at: 
mystandrew.org/events/summer-
jazz-camp. Questions? Contact Greg 
at gtwombley@mystandrew.org. 

Bring a friend! 



3

June 2019 Volume 70 Issue 6

ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to 
a closer relationship with God. 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!

• Explore the ministry and  
  participate in Faith Walk 101 

Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing 
for your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or at 
mystandrew.org. We’ll be happy to 
talk with you to find the answers you 
seek. 

Adding to the Flock

Miller Family Update: New Baby!
We rejoice with St. Andrew’s former Associate Pastor Steve Miller and his 
wife Andrea, who were blessed and thrilled to welcome their son Grant 
Edwin Miller into the world on April 30. Baby Grant weighed in at 6 lbs 5 oz. 
Greetings may be sent to the Millers at 3304 Wyoming Street, St. Louis, MO 
63118. To God be the glory!

A Mother Goose Tale
God’s creation includes miracles of all kinds, and last month we were blessed 
to watch as “Mother Goose” built a nest and patiently waited several weeks 
for four large eggs to hatch in the garden bed just outside St. Andrew’s office 
entrance. “Father Goose” kept vigilant watch nearby the whole time!  On April 
29, four fuzzy yellow goslings appeared, and shortly after the whole family 
went on their way, leaving only a bit of down and a few broken shells behind. 
Thank you, Lord, for this chance to watch one of Your little miracles up close! 
May we be ever vigilant to see Your hand at work around us, in so many ways, 
every single day! 

How many are Your works, Lord!  
In wisdom You made them all; the earth is  

full of Your creatures. Psalm 104:24



4

June 2019 Volume 70 Issue 6

heAlth & Wellness
From Our Faith Community Nurse...

Isn’t it a wonderful feeling to experience the joy and love of our faith community 
when we are all together in our church home, worshiping and serving Him? 
Visitors often comment that they sense the love of Christ among us.  But what 
about those who can’t make it to worship, or who have no community of faith 
to call their own? Opportunities abound to take this love we experience out 
into the community through words of love, acts of service and more. Share 
your gifts and be part of the miracle!

 � Volunteer to be part of our Helping Hands ministry as a driver, to help 
someone get to medical appointments or worship services. They will be 
eternally grateful! 

 � Join a Care Team to minister to, visit, or to bring communion regularly to a 
homebound member.  Build a relationship that will bless you both!  

 � Join the Altar Flower Delivery Team and drop off a bouquet of “joy” on 
Sunday afternoon (or at your convenience) to remind those who can’t 
attend that they aren’t forgotten.

 � Enjoy cooking … or not? Join Helping Hands as a meal preparer, or as a 
deliverer of meals that others have prepared for those who are ill or in 
need.

 � Pray ... as part of home prayer chains, in your time and space.

 � Send cards ... to lift up or send hope to those who need it. Cards provided!

 � Check out Creative Spirits Ministry if you enjoy photography, framing, 
knitting, crocheting, pottery work, gardening, or other crafting – with a 
higher purpose. Share ideas, share stories, but create on your own time, in 
your favorite ways ... for others.

 � Stay fit with friends! Join the Lord’s Truck team to help pick up or deliver 
donations of medical supplies/equipment, food and more. You’ll enjoy 
fellowship along the way! 

Contact Faith Community Nurse Marilee Tollefson in the office to learn more, 
share ideas, or get help in any of these areas for yourself or someone you love.

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

Senior  Adult Fellowship 
“Training Service Dogs”

Tuesday, June 4 at 11 am
All are welcome to join the 
group this month as we welcome 
representatives from Canine 

Companions for 
Independence, an 
organization that 
trains service dogs 
and offers them 
free of charge to 
adults, children 

and veterans with disabilities. We 
will learn about the training and 
placement process, meet several 
of the service dogs, and observe 
them in action.  A potluck luncheon 
will follow the presentation. Bring 
your favorite dish! Sign up at the 
Welcome Center by  May 2. Need 
a ride to church? Contact Marilee 
in the church office. Questions? 
Contact  Jeanette  Schuder  at          
301-879-5950.

Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all 
His benefits, who forgives all your sins and 

heals all your diseases, who redeems your life 
and crowns you with love and compassion... 

Psalm 103:2-4
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sociAl Ministry
LMS Thrift Shop 

Collections
Sundays, June 23 & July 28

Help neighbors in need! Gently used 
clothing and household goods are 

collected on the 
4th Sunday of 
each month for 
distribution at 
LMS Compassion 
Centers in the 
region. Children’s 
summer clothing 

is especially needed at this time. 
Furniture pickup can be arranged for 
3 items or more. For more information 
or to obtain a donation receipt, contact 
LMS at 877-737-8567  or sleuschner@
LutheranMissionSociety.org.

Call for C-4 Volunteers
July is St. Andrew’s month to provide 
volunteers to sort and hang donated 
clothing at the Colesville Council of 
Community Congregations (C-4) Center 
on Tuesdays, Thursdays or Fridays from 
9:00-11:30 am. Sign up at the Welcome 
Center for any days/times that work 
for you. There’s also an opportunity 
to distribute groceries to C-4 clients 
on Fridays from 9:00-11:00 am. The 
C-4 Center is just south of the church 
and the ICC at 14015 New Hampshire 
Avenue.  Contact Carol Petzold to get 
details and coordinate. 

Linkages to Learning
July School Supply Drive

Looking ahead, next month we will be 
collecting school supplies to support 
students in the Linkages to Learning 
programs at Kemp Mill and Greencastle 
Elementary Schools, and in the Lutheran 
Hispanic Mission.  Linkages to Learning 
is a community-school partnership that 
provides connections to resources and 
services that can assist students and 
families who face social, economic, 
health or other challenges that may 
impede success. Watch for sales and 
start collecting any/all items on the 
list to the right. Monetary donations 
are also welcome to “fill in the gaps” 
and purchase needed items in bulk.  
Bring supplies to the marked box in the 
Coat Room during July. Donate funds 
by check or online – specify “Linkages 
School Supplies” on the envelope or in 
the OTHER blank on our secure payment 
page.  

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

Get a shopping list in the Commons 
or online at mystandrew.org: 

 ` Backpacks
 ` #2 pencils 
 ` Pens
 ` Crayons
 ` Colored pencils
 ` Fine-line markers
 ` Highlighters
 ` Scissors
 ` Zip pouches
 ` Composition books
 ` Wide-ruled loose leaf paper
 ` Wide-ruled spiral notebooks 
 ` Rulers
 ` Glue sticks
 ` Erasers
 ` 1” binders
 ` Soft Lunch bags

Summer Food 
Collection for 
Families in Need

St. Andrew is once again partnering with 
“Linkages to Learning” to provide 

30 bags of groceries every other week for 
needy families in our area while local school 

food programs are on hiatus.

You Can Help!   
• Donate specific food items in quantities that are needed. 
• Find samples and sign-up sheets in the Commons. 
• Return your donations to the cart marked “Food Program” next 

to the Coat Room in the Commons.
• First food delivery is June 21 – so please bring items ASAP.  

Monetary Donations Needed Too! 
Specify “Summer Food” on your check or envelope, or 

donate online. Click GIVE from mystandrew.org and specify 
“Summer Food” in the OTHER blank on the secure payment page.

QUESTIONS?  
Contact Margie Davis at 301-384-5869 or jam4334@verizon.net.   
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children’s Ministry

We thank God that another wonderful year at St. Andrew Preschool is in the 
books. Many moments of joy were had by students and staff alike. Fun and 
games, singing, learning, and praying together were highlights. Now it’s time 
to enjoy God’s creation in the outdoors over a fun-filled summer!

Many preschoolers will be continuing the fun with three weeks of Summer 
Camp during June, including themes of Kid Scientists, Art Lovers, and Aloha! 
What a great way to end the year.

Enrollment is still open for the 2019-2020 school year. As of this writing, one 
space just opened up in the 4’s program, and there are a few openings in 
the 2’s program. The 3’s program is fully enrolled. To get more info or inquire 
about the wait list, contact the preschool office. Spread the word about our 
preschool to friends and neighbors. By God’s grace, we hope to be at 100% 
enrollment again this fall!

Enjoy the summer, and we’ll see you in September!

June’s theme at Kingdom Kids is based on Galatians 5: 22-23a:  “The fruit the 
Holy Spirit produces is love, joy and peace. It is being patient, kind and good.  
It is being faithful and gentle and loving and having control of oneself.”  What 
better lesson can your child learn that this? 

It’s been an awesome year at Kingdom Kids, but summer is coming and so 
we will wrap up the regular KK curriculum on Sunday, June 9.  Bring kids to 
the Common Cup Café (Lower Level) that morning for snacks, games and an 
end-of-year celebration, followed by age-level breakouts for the final lesson.  
Pre-Ks will have their final spring lesson in Room 123, as usual.

Kingdom Kids will take a break on Father’s Day, June 16, but summer session 
begins on June 23 with opening in Room 118 and lots of great stories, lessons 
and activities that will take us through the steamy season ahead.  Don’t miss 
out!  Get your kids into the Kingdom Kids “groove” with our fun summer 
session! 

Calendar Notes:  No Kingdom Kids on Independence Day or Labor Day 
weekends.   Pre-K classes will take a break over the summer. 

PRESCHOOLnews

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com
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church news
Musical Presentation
“The Sonrise Singers”
Monday, June 10 at 7 pm

Even if you come to church on Sunday, 
come back for Monday Night worship 
on June 10 as we welcome a talented 
group of teens from Bethany Lutheran 
Church in Austin, TX to perform 
an original musical entitled “My 
Extraordinary Life.” This heartwarming 
story follows the lonely journey of one 
child in the foster care system whose 
life is changed in unexpected ways by 
a personal encounter with God’s deep, 
abiding love.  

The ministry of The Sonrise Singers 
is a 39-year tradition at Bethany, and 
this year 19 young people are a part 
of the troupe traveling across country 
to share this message of God’s love in 
communities like ours. 

HOST FAMILIES are needed to 
provide lodging for troupe members 
on the night of June 10, as well as 
transportation from church after the 
performance and back to church the 
next morning.  Can you host 2-4 teens 
and/or one adult? Contact Riki ASAP 
in the church office or at rschoppert@
mystandrew.org. 

LWML Mite Box 
Ministry Update

Your Lutheran Women in Mission 
(LWML) are pleased to announce 
that the national LWML exceeded 
its 2017-19 biennium mite goal of 
$2.075 million! Twenty-two mission 
grants were funded that will help 
spread the Gospel message of peace, 
love, and forgiveness throughout 
the world. Your contributions to the 
Mite Box at the information desk 
in the Commons helped support 
these grants. At the national LWML 
convention on June 21-23 in Mobile 
Alabama, a new mission goal and 
grants will be selected for the 2019-
21 biennium. Please keep convention 
attendees in your prayers and keep 
feeding the Mite Box! Questions? 
Contact Edit Collis at edithcollis@
hotmail.com.

Thank you so much for the gifts for 
Jenna & baby Jodie. It was sweet 
of you to think of us. We are truly 
blessed and thankful for everything 
from the church and preschool. 
Jess, Joel, Jenna & Jodie Gallagher

Thank you so much for your prayers 
during my illness. I am now cancer-
free and I truly believe God healed 
me. I’ll continue to praise Him!
Christine Melville

Thank you so much for the beautiful 
basket for baby Andrew.  It was so 
thoughtful and generous.  Our family 
continues to be blessed by the church 
and preschool.
Kyle, Leah, Hannah, Lauryn 
& Andrew Roberts

Thank you so much for your incredible 
generosity and support of arriving 
refugees. We could not do this work 
without you. We look forward to 
continued partnership in Christ!
Mira Merdick
Lutheran Social Services

Thank you again for the generous 
donation of medical equipment.  
Through it, we were able to keep 
Father Daniel comfortable in his last 
days.  Although only a priest for 5 
years, he was truly confirmed in the 
heart of Jesus.  Other equipment 
continues to support Father Eddie, 
who is in end-stage kidney failure.  
Through Jesus’ Sacred Heart,
Sister Sanguinis

A simple “thank you” seems 
inadequate to express how much 
your love, concern, prayers, and cards 
meant to me while I was recovering 
from pneumonia. It truly brightened 
my day to know that others were 
praying for me. A special thanks to 
my recovery “drill sergeant”  Claudia, 
and to Creative Spirits for a beautiful 
shawl made by Sandi Goetsch. St. 
Andrew is definitely God’s workshop! 
God bless you all!
Karen Matthiesen

People of St. Andrew, the Lord has 
truly given you a special call, and 
at Mi Refugio School we have been 
blessed and encouraged these many 
years by your generosity.  The most 
recent donation of unexpected funds 
will help us greatly to do God’s work 
for the  children  and families we 
serve.  With a heart of thanksgiving, 
Kari Engen 
and the Mi Refugio Family



AfricAn 
Adventures 
AheAd!! Questions Or Ideas?

Contact VBS Director 
Marianne Lohr 

at mariannelcsa@verizon.net 
or 410-377-2250

vAcAtion BiBle school
June 24-28

register todAy
At mystAndrew.org   
VBS is open to children ages 3 (potty-trained) through 
Grade 5. The cost is $45 for the first child in a family, and 
$40 for each additional child.

shAre your 
creAtivity 

Want to meet some great people and be part of a fabulous 
outreach opportunity? Join the VBS Team as we work 
to make our theme come to life. To get details and/or 
express interest, contact Marianne Lohr or sign up in the 
Commons. All are welcome! Teens, your help is eligible for 
service hours! 

you cAn help! 
Donate or Loan  

Place items in the marked box in the Coat Room:
 � Fabric in animal prints and African patterns
 � Baskets
 � Rag rugs and blanket rugs
 � Large cardboard boxes - applicance, flat screen, etc.
 � Wooden crates
 � Bamboo fencing
 � Camping cots
 � Moving boxes of all sizes
 � Carpet tubes
 

Volunteer at VBS 
We’ll need station leaders, station assistants, crew 
leaders, registration assistants, and decorating 
volunteers. Teens can earn service hours. Even if 
you aren’t available for the whole week, help on the 
days you can! Sign up at mystandrew.org. 

Pray
For the ministry, the leaders, volunteers and all 
children who will participate. 

Do Your  “Homework”
Complete a “Take Home Craft Kit” found at the VBS 
display in the Commons in the weeks ahead. 
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