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In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

 ` Meet Our Missionary Intern

 ` Common Ground Returns

 ` Introducing Kezia, Comfort Dog

 ` Faith Walk One-Day Session

 ` HoCo Bible Study Resumes

 ` Soup Showdown Winners

 ` Compassion International

Early last March, the voting members of St. Andrew extended a Call to 
Concordia Seminary in St. Louis requesting that one of two recommended 
graduates of the class of 2019 be assigned a Call to serve as Associate Pastor 
at St. Andrew.  The two recommended by the Call Committee are Nicholas 
Gonzalez and Samuel Fink.  

Assignments will be made by our denomination’s Council of District Presidents 
and announced at a Call Day worship service in the seminary chapel on 
Wednesday, May 1.  I am planning to attend the service in St. Louis and invite 
you to attend as well, via live streaming to the Wellspring Center at St. Andrew 
beginning at 8 pm that evening.

If one of our two candidates receives a Call to St. Andrew, our new pastor 
would arrive in Maryland early this summer following his graduation at the 
end of May followed by ordination at his home church, unless he chooses to be 
ordained at St. Andrew.  Join me in prayer for both of these candidates, their 
families, our congregation, and those involved in the final placement process, 
that the Spirit will guide the decision, for the glory of God and for the good 
of the whole church.  Join me also as we offer heartfelt appreciation for the 
members of our Call Committee, including Stan Jackson (Chair), Mandy Wingo, 
Lynn Harty, Duane Taylor, Karen Kong, and Jeanine McGrath.

In addition to the expected news of a new pastor on our ministry team, I look 
forward to moving through the season of Easter with you during the month of 
May, which will also include the Spring sessions of Common Ground and our 

Continued on page 2
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Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41
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Bible studies in Howard County, another Faith Walk for folks 
who feel led to learn more and consider joining our church 
family, and the hosting of a meeting to further develop our 
vision for a partnership with Concordia College NewYork 
to establish a Center for Contextual Leadership here at St. 
Andrew.

Finally, allow me to express my thanks to all who in so many 
ways have helped to bring us once again through the holy 
season of Lent and into another glorious celebration of our 
Lord’s resurrection.  It is great to be alive with all of you in the 
joy of the Risen Christ!

Love, 

Pastor Hricko
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors and 
other ministry leaders, these 
sessions offer the opportunity 
to explore the Lutheran faith, 
learn more about our St. 
Andrew community, and get 
to know others who are on the 
same path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another faith 
community, contact the church 
office. We will be pleased 
to assist by writing for your 
transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, speak 
with a Pastor about receiving 
the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

Meet Mengesha, Our Missionary Intern ... 
Mengesha Shibru Gella was born and raised in Ethiopia, where he was 
active from a young age in Christian ministry in the Ethiopian Evangelical 
Church Mekane Yesus (EECMY), 
one of the fastest growing 
Lutheran denominations in the 
world.  Mengesha has served in 
a variety of ministry roles from 
youth leader to church elder.  
He has also served as Executive 
Director of AHOPE Ethiopia, a non-
profit organization ministering to 
orphans and families affected by 
HIV/AIDS.

Mengesha graduated last December from Concordia College New York 
with a Master’s degree in Business Leadership, and he is currently serving 
at St. Andrew as an intern focused on missionary outreach to the local 
Ethiopian community.  Mengesha and his wife Meron have three children 
– Zoe, Brook, and Micah. Please take the opportunity to meet and greet 
Mengesha as you have opportunity and pray for his  ministry among us! 

UPDATE: Center for Contextual Leadership
On May 23, leaders from New York, Florida, and Maryland will gather for 
a two-day meeting at St. Andrew to develop an emerging vision for the 
Center for Contextual Leadership.  

With adequate funding through a foundation grant, the Center would 
form a partnership between St. Andrew and Concordia College-New 
York, and will seek to educate tomorrow’s church leaders within a local 
context in which real world experience and the mentoring of seasoned 
community and church leaders in 
our area will support and bring 
to life an already high-quality 
academic experience to be offered 
at St. Andrew through the resources and degree programs of Concordia 
College-New York. It is an interdisciplinary approach that would make 
higher education economically possible for a small cohort of students who 
can live and learn locally, and also holds great promise for their future as 
well as for the church’s impact on the world through them.

Your prayers are desired for the Spirit’s blessing on our initial meeting.  
Questions about this new vision for faith-based higher education may be 
directed to Pastor Hricko.

Faith Walk 101 Membership Information Seminar
Sunday, May 5 from 12:30-5:00 pm

What did Jesus say about the church body and the importance of being 
“members of the body?” What are the sacraments, and how can they help 
me experience God in my daily life? What does it mean to be a disciple of 
Christ – in Jesus’  time, and today? Join Pastor Hricko and others to explore 
these and related questions in a small group setting, where answers are 
found and friends are made! Usually held over a series of sessions, this is a 
chance to “get the scoop” in a single afternoon.  Childcare is available with a 
reservation. RSVP to bwahlbrink@mystandrew.org.



4

May 2019 Volume 70 Issue 5

HealtH & Wellness
Heaven Sent...
St. Andrew is a busy place, not only 
on Sundays but all through the 
week, with ministry of one kind or 
several happening daily.  One of 
the busiest these days is Health & 
Wellness, including our Medical 
Loan Closet, where items come 
and go, sometimes at the speed of 
lightning!  

Last month, just as our storage space 
was full to bursting with donations 
from the community, Faith 
Community Nurse Marilee Tollefson 
received a call from Sister Sanguinis 
(RN) of St. John Baptist De La Salle 
in Hyattsville.  The sisters there were 
caring for two terminally-ill priests 
with very little equipment, supplies, 
or funds.  One hard-to-find item, 
desperately needed, was  a Barton 
chair to ease the transfer of critically 
ill patients. When the sister inquired 
without much hope of finding 
one, she was brought to tears as 
Marilee shared that a Barton chair 

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

Senior  Adult Fellowship 
Trip to Historic  

London Town & Garden
Thursday, May 2

All are welcome for this day trip to 
explore a beautiful historic landmark 
along the South River, followed by 
lunch at Adam’s Grille.  Bus departs 
at 9:00 am. The cost of $27 includes 
transportation and site admission.  
Lunch will be covered on your own.  
Sign up at the Welcome Center by 
4/28.  Questions? Contact Jeanette 
Schuder at 301-879-5950. 

Howard County “Growing Community”
Bible Study Resumes

Tuesdays, April 30 – June 18 at 7:00 pm
Linden Hall, Dorsey Search – Ellicott City

St. Andrew Howard 
County Bible Study took 
a break during Lent, but 
participants found time 
to gather twice during the 
“down time” to serve their 
local community by making 
felt blankets for hospitalized 
children. Weekly meetings 
resume on Tuesday, April 30 
with more time for study, 
fellowship, community-
building, and the process 
of discernment about how 

St. Andrew might extend our ministry reach to neighbors in Howard County.  
All are welcome to join. Questions? Contact David Peitsch at dtpeitsch@
kellerfoundations.com. 

had recently been donated and was 
waiting to be claimed.  That was just 
the start of a transaction that filled a 
pickup truck and a sedan, as needed 
items that were crowding our space 
became a “God-send” for those at St. 
John’s.  And this is just one example 
of the “heaven sent” transactions 
that happen weekly, by God’s grace. 

Helpers are greatly needed to 
transport items, as well as to 
organize, catalog and coordinate. 
Be a part of the miracle! Contact 
Marilee in the office to learn more.  

Women’s Bible Study
Wednesdays at 9:30 am

Wellspring Center, LL 

New topic! Join the group for a 6-week 
study of the Parables of Jesus by 
Matt Williams. For more information 
and to reserve a study guide, email 
robynhowland@hotmail.com. All are 
welcome. $5 fee to cover materials.  
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Social Ministry News
Funds for School Supplies - Door Offering - May 5 & 6

Hard to believe, but it’s time to start ordering school supplies to help kids in need this fall.  Last August, over 800 
back packs filled with grade-appropriate supplies were distributed to school-aged children of C-4 clients.  Please be 
generous in donating to purchase supplies in bulk that will save costs and help each dollar go further!

LMS Thrift Shop Collections - Sundays, May 26 & June 23
Special needs at this time of year are children’s swim suits, towels and flip flops for summer camp experiences. Gently 
used clothing, toys and household goods are always welcome. Pack fragile items carefully to avoid breakage on the 
truck. Boxes are best!

                                     C-4 Helpers Needed!
Distribute groceries to those in need on Tuesday or Friday from 9-11 am. No experience necessary! 
Newbies will be paired with a seasoned volunteer. Help when you can. Contact Carol Petzold at 
petzold37@gmail.com or 301-871-7413 to get on the schedule. Thanks! 

Summer Food Program For Needy Families
Plans are being made to once again partner with Linkages to Learning to provide lunches 

and groceries to needy families at Kemp Mill Elementary school during the summer months when other 
food programs are on hiatus. Specific food items will be needed. Details coming soon! Questions? Contact 
Margie Davis at jam4334@verizon.net. 

CHurCH Happenings

6th Annual Soup Showdown
Results & Thanks

The Global Mission Team was gratified by the wonderful 
response that made this year’s Soup Showdown on 
March 17 another great event and wonderful fundraiser 
to    support Global Food Security. Thanks to all who 
cooked, tasted and assisted with the event. Special 
thanks to Thrivent Financial for the Action Grant that 
helped  cover costs. 
Entries included 30 delicious soups and 8 delectable 
breads. Choosing favorites was a difficult task, but after 
ballots were counted the winners were … drum roll … 
Beef/Pork:  Kurt Bruwelheide (Taco Soup)
Poultry:  Tie - Julie Moorman (Turkey Chili)
                         Felicia Johnson (Chipotle Chicken Stew)
Seafood:  Jennifer Backus (Cream of Crab)
Vegetarian:  Claudia Jacobson (Potato Soup)
Dessert Soup:  Jennifer Lee (Mint Chocolate Soup)
Bread:  Jackie Lobien (Chocolate Zucchini)

Dear Friends,
Thank you all for your prayers, beautiful get-well cards 
and the altar flowers I received during my most recent 
hospitalization. I am in recovery now and with God’s 
help I hope to be completely healed soon. 
Blessings to all, 
Marianne Jessee-Solfronk

Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for the lovely flowers. They were 
most unexpected! I look forward to returning to church 
as soon as possible and celebrating Easter.
Sincerely,
Bunny Tjaden

Dear St. Andrew Family,
My heartfelt thanks to everyone for your tremendous 
support of the Mi Refugio Fundraiser! I was extremely 
touched by the outpouring of love our congregation 
showed for the children of Mi Refugio. Thanks to your 
generosity, I was able to raise close to $10,000 to help 
feed the students at the school!  Thank you!
With gratitude,
Gavi Winter 
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CHildren’s Ministry

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not stop them! 
For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14

Spring has finally blossomed with sunshine and warmer weather, and our preschool staff 
and students are looking forward to the school picnic and other exciting end-of-year 
activities. Graduation festivities for the 4’s will be held in the Sanctuary on Wednesday 
morning, May 22.  All are welcome!

Enrollment continues for the 2019-2020 school year. We are grateful that our 3’s and 4’s 
classes are fully enrolled, but openings remain in the 2’s program for children who will turn 
2 by June 30. Details and registration forms are available at mystandrew.org/preschool. 
Please spread the word to help us fill the open slots and get to 100% enrollment again this 
fall!  Don’t delay — register today!  

Thanks to all for your support of St. Andrew Preschool. We are blessed to share the love of Jesus 
with every child who comes through our doors, and we pray for many more opportunities 

to do that in the months and years ahead! 

May is the month for “Perseverance” at Kingdom Kids. Our K-6th graders will 
focus on how Jesus helps us to keep going, even when life gets tough.  Pre-K 
kids will learn that they are never alone: “God helps me do big things.” Those 
are lessons for a lifetime!   And beyond the lessons, the friendships kids build 
at church will keep them engaged as they move into confirmation and high 
school youth ministry in the years to come - an added bonus! 

Parents, it’s never too late to get your children involved in the fun and 
learning at Kingdom Kids.  Let your kids give it a try and you can check out 
an adult Bible study or book discussion during the 9:30 hour. You might learn 
something too! 

Calendar Note: Kingdom Kids will NOT meet on Sunday, May 26.  Worship 
as a family and remember those 
who served and sacrificed as we 
observe Memorial Day.

Have questions or feedback 
about Kingdom Kids? 

 Need advice or encouragement 
to get your kids involved? 

 Just ask! 

PRESCHOOLnews

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com

NEW BOOK STUDY
The Heart of Social Justice:  

How Soul Change Leads 
to Social Change

How can the church respond to 
a world torn apart by prejudice, 
hatred and fear? Spiritual weapons 
– prayer, repentance, forgiveness – 
may be the key in a new model of 
racial reconciliation, social justice 
and spiritual healing that creates 
both individual and community 
transformation. All are welcome 
to this book study and discussion. 
Starts Sunday, April 28 at 9:30 am 
in the Creative Arts Room, Lower 
Level. To reserve a copy of the book, 
contact Bill or Anne Harpster at 
harpster77@hotmail.com.
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Comfort Dog
Ministry 

Sunday, May 12
“Please pet me!” There’s a new 
Comfort Dog in town, and Kezia (Keh’-
zee-uh) is her name!  Kezia is a Hebrew 

name, meaning 
c i n n a m o n .  
In the Old 
Te s t a m e n t , 
Kezia was a 
daughter of 
Job.  “Our”   
Kezia is an 
a d o r a b l e 
g o l d e n 
r e t r i e v e r 
who began 

her service dog training at 8 weeks 
old.  Her handlers from Emmanuel  
Lutheran Church in Catonsville 
completed their training in Chicago 
in mid-February, and Kezia officially 
joined Emmanuel LCC on February 24. 
At her commissioning, Kezia received 
three service vests: an LCC K-9 Service 
Vest; a Kare-9 Military Ministry Vest; 
and an LCC K-9 Police Ministry Vest. 
St. Andrew’s Minister of Music, Ruth 
Heilman, is one of Emmanuel’s many 
Ministry Helpers who join Kezia on 
visits to share God’s love with others. 

As a working dog, Kezia has already 
visited Augsburg Village, St. Andrew 

Lutheran Preschool, Emmanuel 
Lutheran School, and St. Paul Lutheran 
School in Catonsville, as well as 
many home-bound members and 
friends. She journeys regularly to the 
deployment areas at BWI Airport to 
give comfort to military personnel 
and their families. Kezia has already 
completed one deployment, spending 
a week at Great Mills High School in 
southern Maryland at the one year 
anniversary of a tragic shooting there. 
During that time, Kezia and four other 
LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs brought love and 
care to students and staff throughout 
the week, and Kezia also visited Trinity 
Lutheran Church Preschool in nearby 
Lexington Park.

Kezia was trained as part of Lutheran 
Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dog 
Ministry, a national human-care 
ministry launched in 2009 to embrace 
the unique, calming nature and skills 
of purebred Golden Retrievers. LCC 
K-9 Comfort Dogs offer a bridge for 
compassionate ministry, opening 
doors for conversation about faith 
and creating opportunities to share 
the mercy, compassion, presence and 
proclamation of Jesus Christ. Lutheran 
Church Charities currently has over 
130 LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs serving in 
more than 20 states. LCC relies solely 
on the support of donors, never 
charging those they serve.

LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are working 
animals, trained to interact with people 
of all ages, especially in circumstances 
of suffering and need. These dogs are 
placed with churches, schools, and 
other ministries involved in Christian 
human care. Permanent placement 
includes full training for handlers and 
caregivers along with ongoing support, 
coaching and training. LCC K-9 Comfort 
Dogs live in the homes of assigned 
caregivers. LCC Kare 9 Military Ministry 
is run by veterans to support active 
military, veterans and their families.  
LCC K-9 Police Ministry handlers are 
active and former law enforcement 
officers who bring mercy, compassion, 
presence, and proclamation of Jesus 
Christ to their peers.  
 
Kezia will visit St. Andrew on                    
Sunday, May 12 during morning     
worship, where she is likely to make 
many new friends!  Keep an eye out for 
her and take the opportunity to greet 
her and her handlers between services 
and during Kingdom Kids Sunday 
School.  Let’s give God the glory for 
this wonderful, furry new partner in 
ministry and pray that together we can 
reach and serve many for Christ!   

Compassion International
 May 5 & 6

Twenty percent of the world’s children live in extreme poverty, suffering from 
hunger, illness, violence and despair. How can you help end this tragedy?  Spon-
sor a child through Compassion International.  

On May 5 & 6, stop by the display in the Commons to learn more about the 
ministry of Compassion International and view photos of children who are 
waiting for sponsors. A commitment of just $38 per month will provide a child 

with health services, educational assistance, food, and care coordinated through a Christ-centered church near their 
home. In addition to care, each child will be taught about life and hope in Jesus, the most precious gift of all!  Compassion 
International has been around for 67 years and currently ministers to over 2 million children. Each year, St. Andrew 
members and friends have generously added to this number.   Consider being part of God’s plan to change the life story 
of a needy child for good! Questions?  Contact Quent Remein at compassion@remein.net or 301-421-1152.

Spotlight On ...
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AfricAn 
Adventures 
AheAd!! Questions Or Ideas?

Contact VBS Director 
Marianne Lohr 

at mariannelcsa@verizon.net 
or 410-377-2250

vAcAtion BiBle school
June 24-28

register todAy
At mystAndrew.org   
VBS is open to children ages 3 (potty-trained) through 
Grade 5. The cost is $45 for the first child in a family, and 
$40 for each additional child.

shAre your 
creAtivity 

Want to meet some great people and be part of a fabulous 
outreach opportunity? Join the VBS Team as we work 
to make our theme come to life. To get details and/or 
express interest, contact Marianne Lohr or sign up in the 
Commons. All are welcome! Teens, your help is eligible for 
service hours! 

you cAn help! 
Donate or Loan  

Place items in the marked box in the Coat Room:
 � Fabric in animal prints and African patterns
 � Baskets
 � Rag rugs and blanket rugs
 � Large cardboard boxes - applicance, flat screen, etc.
 � Wooden crates
 � Bamboo fencing
 � Camping cots
 � Moving boxes of all sizes
 � Carpet tubes
 

Volunteer at VBS 
We’ll need station leaders, station assistants, crew 
leaders, registration assistants, and decorating 
volunteers. Teens can earn service hours. Even if 
you aren’t available for the whole week, help on the 
days you can! Sign up at mystandrew.org. 

Pray
For the ministry, the leaders, volunteers and all 
children who will participate. 

Do Your  “Homework”
Complete a “Take Home Craft Kit” found at the VBS 
display in the Commons in the weeks ahead. 





If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error, 
please contact the church office at 301-384-4394 or office@mystandrew.org. Thank you.
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