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In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

 ` Holy Week Worship Schedule

 ` “God’s House” Easter Egg Roll

 `  ROAR!  VBS - Register Today

 ` HoneyBaked Ham & Easter Lilies 

 ` Caregiver Support

 ` Fellowship Opportunities

Every week, the members and friends of St. Andrew are given the latest news 
about the life and ministry we share.  Attendees at worship receive up-to-date 
announcements of upcoming events and prayer requests. Facebook friends can 
also find inspirational reminders and reflections to ponder. Email subscribers 
receive special messages that may be time-sensitive. And the Welcome Center 
at church is surrounded by copies of this newsletter and a variety of other 
materials that call attention to our congregational life and the ministries we 
support.

In addition to all these, allow me to suggest you make take time to visit St. 
Andrew’s website at mystandrew.org. There, you’ll find videos and pictures of 
our life together along with information about the various ministries of our 
congregation, our preschool, the church staff, our “Mission, Vision, & Values,” 
weekly messages, easy ways to give, and much, much more!

I share this very simple invitation for a few very important reasons. First, it can 
open a bigger picture of the work of Christ at St. Andrew than the one you 
might have if, for example, you only know us through the preschool or your 
presence at church is primarily for worship. Second, it may help you picture 
yourself in one or more of the ways through which we celebrate and serve, and 
maybe even become involved in something you didn’t realize was happening at 
our church. And, last but not least, it can be a tool for inviting someone in your 
life to visit us on the web with the hope that what they experience there might 
encourage them to visit us in person.  If they do, they will come face to face 
with people who aren’t perfect, but are perfectly loved by the God of grace and 
who enjoy the blessings He brings to us here in  our church home.

Continued on page 2

St. Andrew’s news
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

  HE IS RISEN!
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I assure you that there’s way more to 
the story of St. Andrew than whatever 
you find on our website, our Facebook 
page, or in this newsletter. There are 
countless beautiful experiences of 
help and hope, generosity of spirit 
and treasure, comfort and celebration 
as followers of Jesus gather at New 
Hampshire Avenue and Norwood 
Road and then go back out into the 
world to live and serve as the children 
of God. But it’s also true that ministry 
in the digital age allows us to keep 
each other posted and travel on the 
information highway to bring the 
Good News of the One whose journey 
to a cross ends with an empty tomb 
and brings new life to all who come to 
know and believe in Him.

St. Andrew’s News 
Published monthly by: 

The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew
15300 New Hampshire Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20905
301-384-4394 

Preschool: 301-384-2660
office@mystandrew.org  www.mystandrew.org

Church Staff
Mark A. Hricko, Pastor

Kenneth G. Carlson,  Assistant Pastor
Jotham Johann, Director of Wellspring

Greg Twombley, Director of Ministries & Praise Team
Barbara Wahlbrink, Director of Communications

Riki Schoppert, Director of Student Ministries & Worship Arts
 Lia Mai Puskar, Preschool Director & Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Robyn Howland, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Events
Andrea Gast, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Wee Worship

Marianne Lohr, Children’s Ministry Assistant - VBS
Marilee Tollefson, Faith Community Nurse
Ashley Gingrich, Children’s Choir Director
Debbie Snyder, Director of Administration
Bruce Poese, Director of Media Ministry

Ruth Heilman, Minister of Music
Sarita Winter, Creative Services

Anne Harpster, Bookkeeper
Ange Lorenz, Bookkeeper

Karen Hughes, Administrative Assistant
Luis Escobar, Property Maintenance/Events
Mengesha Shibru Gella, Missionary Intern

2019 Board of Directors
Glen Harvell, Chair,  301-926-6186

Paul Lobien, Vice-Chair, 301-738-3393
Kim Bolton, 301-871-2192
Diane Brode, 240-389-1152
Gary Fields, 301-649-1757

Mitch Glazier, 202-255-3380
Steve Olson, 301-949-6776

Saba Tesfayohannes, 240-918-3164
Betsy Varghese, 301-830-2733

Treasurer:
Bruce Winter, 301-476-9868

LWML President:
Karen Matthiesen, 301-774-5899

CRAFT MINISTRY
“SPRING FLING”

Sunday, April 7
St. Andrew Crafters have been 
busy creating and they are 
ready to show you a new spring 
line of brightly colored table 
runners, placemats, aprons, 
wall hangings, wreaths, Easter 
decorations, and more! 

In the Commons for 
ONE DAY ONLY! 

Pick up a cheerful item  
to brighten your home 

and welcome spring!

Until we see each other again for 
worship and service in the remaining 
days of Lent, let’s keep in touch with 
each other, with the world in which 
God has placed us, and with the One 
whose life, death, and resurrection for 
us is the best news in all the world.

The Lord be with you+

Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

 ChurCh happenings
Lutheran Women 

in Mission
Mite Ministry Update

Good news! The mites are 
multiplying! Thanks to the 
generosity of our mite box donors, 
the first two mission grants of   
2018-2020 have been funded by the 
LWML Chesapeake District. First, 
$5,000 was given to Orphan Grain 
Train to help fund the shipment 
of humanitarian aid to Duk, South 
Sudan. Next, $4,000 was sent to 
Resurrection Lutheran School in 
Newport News, VA to fund a new 
stove to support their program 
to feed the homeless. Our next 
mite goal is $5,000 to provide               
Christ-centered training materials 
and Bibles to young men at Faith 
and Works Enterprises/Pennsylvania 
Avenue Chocolates in Baltimore’s 
Sandtown neighborhood.  

Please keep “feeding” the Mite Box 
at the Welcome Center with your 
coins, currency, and checks. With 
your help, we’ll keep sending Christ’s 
love and support to those who need 
so much! For more information 
about the LWML Mite Box Ministry, 
contact Edi Collis at edithcollis@
hotmail.com.

Messianic 
Seder

Saturday, April 20
4:00 - 7:00 pm 

in the Great Room
All are welcome to join Rabbi Robert 
Pristoop and Mishkan HaShofar 
Messianic Congregation for “Jesus 
in the Passover & the Passion,” an 
authentic Seder meal including 
presentation of the old and new 
covenants, plus worship, music, 
and Holy Communion.  The cost is 
$10 per person or $30 per family 
of 4.  Reservations required! Call 
301-871-8701 or email rabbi@
mishkanhashofar.org to reserve your 
space by  April 10.

DONATE A LILY
Help Beautify St. Andrew’s 
Chancel on Easter Morning! 

Orders Due by April 15

Purchase an Easter lily in honor 
or memory of a loved one, or just 
to give glory to God on Easter 
morning. The cost is $15 per plant. 
Place your order at the Welcome 
Center in the Commons no later 
than April 15. Please note on your 
payment envelope whether you 
will take your lily following the 
11:00 Easter Sunday service or 
pick it up in the church office later. 
Unclaimed lilies will be delivered to 
ill and homebound members and 
friends.

HoneyBaked 
Easter Fundraiser 

Pick up your special holiday ham and 
other treats right here at church, and 
St. Andrew will receive a donation of 
10% of your total purchase! For the 
widest product selection, order and 
pay securely online by clicking the 
link at mystandrew.org. Or, pick up an 
order form available at the Welcome 
Center and submit it with your check 
payable to HBH in the offering plate or 
in the office. Order deadline is Sunday 
April 14 for online orders. Items will 
be available for pick up on Maundy 
Thursday, April 18 in the kitchen, 
following the 7:00 pm worship service.
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health & Wellness

If I speak 
in the tongues of 

mortals and of angels, 
but do not have love, 
I am a noisy gong 

or a clanging cymbal. 
And if I have prophetic 
powers, and understand 

all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have 
all fa ith, so as to remove 

mountains, but do not have 
love, I am nothing...

I Corinthians 13:12

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

From Our Faith Community Nurse...
Care giving is a task that requires great patience and love. Though it can bring joy and fulfillment, 
caring for a loved one can also  be exhausting and heartbreaking.  There are many among our 
St. Andrew flock who provide care for loved ones, including 80 households identifying as 
“Adult Children of Aging Parents” and 32 who are currently caring for family members.

Our Caregiver Support Group meets on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 1:00 pm in the 
Family Room for those who prefer daytime,  or at 7:00 pm for those who prefer evening. This 
month’s meeting will be on April 23. Even if you are unable to attend meetings, support is offered through emails about 
relevant seminars, alternative support groups on different days/times, and new resources as they become available in 
the community. Benefits shared in the support group include assistance in finding appropriate rehab or assisted living 
care facilities; sharing the joys and burdens of daily care, including how to find respite for the caregiver; and how to find 
help at home for those choosing to age in place.

Beyond the support group setting, you may contact our Faith Community Nurse in the office, by phone or email at any 
time to assist with issues, resources and concerns.  Even if you just need a listening ear on a difficult day, don’t hesitate 
to reach out. You are not alone! 

Senior  Adult Fellowship 
Musical “Double Treat”

Tuesday, April 2
Meet at 10:45 am in the Wellspring 
Center to enjoy songs and greetings 
from St. Andrew’s 4-year-old 
preschoolers. Next up will be a fun 
and inspirational program of show 
tunes, hymns and more by Dale 
Jarrett, a renowned musician who 
has performed for three presidents! 
A lunch catered by Chef Emily will 
follow in the Common Cup Cafe. 
Sign up at the Welcome Center  by 
3/31 and remit $7 for lunch - checks 
payable to LCSA. Questions? Contact 
Jeanette Schuder at 301-879-5950.  
Need a ride to church? Contact 
Marilee in the office. 

St. Luke Fellowship 
World War II: 

Life on the Home Front
Friday, April 5

Meet at St. Luke’s Fireside Room at 
12:15 for a presentation by Bill Offutt 
of the Montgomery County Historical 
Society about life in our area during 
World War II. Bring $4 to cover dessert 
and a donation to MCHS. RSVP to Kim 
de Groot at 301-801-2951 by April 3 to 
help with planning.  All are welcome! 

Learn to Make 
Palm Crosses
Saturday, April 13

9 – 11 am
Learn to fold palms into crosses 
to keep as reminders of the Holy 
Season all throughout the year.  
No RSVP needed - just come to 
the Creative Arts Room in the 
Lower Level and bring friends. 
Kids welcome, too! Questions? 
Contact Sue Scherer at 240-390-
3969 or susan.quilts@comcast.
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LMS Thrift Shop 

Collections
Sundays, April 28 & May 26

Gently used household goods, 
clothing and toys are always needed 
for distribution at LMS Compassion 
Centers.  Spring brings a special 
request for rain gear and summer 
clothing, including sandals and 
flipflops. When preparing your 
donations, please close bags securely 
and box fragile items to avoid loss 
and breakage on the truck. Thanks! 

No More Pill 
Bottles Needed

The Social Ministry team 
thanks all those who 
brought in empty pill bottles. At 
this time, they are NO LONGER 
collecting empty containers as they 
have no way to donate them. Please 
stop!  Thanks! 

School Supplies 
Fund Drive on May 5-6

Colesville Council of Community 
Congregations (C-4) distributes 
school supplies to about 900 children 
of its clients every August. Some 
supplies are ordered early in bulk 
to get favorable pricing. Please  be 
generous with donations to the door 
offering in May to help fund this 
bulk purchase. More opportunities 
to donate school supplies will be 
coming in July.    

Thanks... for donations of 
household goods, gift cards, and 
funds to support the LSS Refugee 
Resettlement effort in March. Many 
will feel God’s love in their new 
homes in America thanks to your 
generous giving.  

Manna Update 
“and the hungry shall be fed!”

Once again, St. Andrew members and 
friends gave abundantly during February 
to help stock the shelves of Manna Food 
Center. The collection totals are in! 
Over 5517 pounds of food were loaded 
onto the Manna truck at St. Andrew, 
and monetary contributions added 
at the rate of $1 per pound  equaled 
over 8050 pounds of food donated 
to help neighbors in need. Thank you 
all! Extra thanks to confirmands who 
helped unload cars at the entrance, and 
volunteers who carefully loaded bins 
that went on the truck to keep all items 
safe and intact. Many will be fed due to 
your generosity! 

                     soCial Ministry

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

Dear St. Andrew Friends,
Greetings from Dresden, Germany!  
Thank you for your generous 
support which helps us share 
the love of Christ with Iranian 
refugees in this region. God bless 
your ministry and thanks for your 
continuing prayers.
Carl & Karen Cecil

Dear Friends,
Heartfelt thanks for your prayers 
before and since my heart surgery. 
Your “virtual care” is much 
appreciated! Keep those prayers 
coming!
In His Name, 
David Wessel

Dear St. Andrew Family,
Thanks to all for your prayers 
both before and after my recent 
foot surgery. It meant a great 
deal to know so many were 
interceding with the Lord on my 
behalf.  St. Andrew is a wonderful 
congregation,  and I feel privileged 
to be a part of it!
Yours in Christ, 
Bill Rossiter
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Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me 
and do  not stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs 

to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14

Children’s Ministry

Thanks to all who helped make Lutheran Schools/Spirit Week a great success!  A favorite 
moment was when one of the 2’s came to school on Princess/Superhero Day dressed as a 
carpenter. After all, Jesus IS the ultimate Superhero!

Throughout April, preschoolers will be learning about Palm Sunday, Good 
Friday, and the story of Easter.  Students and staff will enjoy a much-needed 
Spring Break from April 15-22. 

Preschool Registration continues for the 2019-2020 school year, and we 
feel very blessed by the response so far.  Openings remain in the 2s classes, 
but the 3’s and 4’s classes are currently 100% enrolled!  Please spread the 
word to friends who have 2s that may be interested in our program, and 
let us know if you’d like to be on the waiting list for 3s or 4s, just in case! 

Preschool Summer Camp is enrolling for three weeks of themed fun in 
May: Kid Scientists, Art Lovers, and Aloha!  Visit mystandrew.org/preschool 
for details and forms.  Summer camp is open to all 3-5 year old, potty 
trained children.  Spots fill quickly. Don’t delay. Register today!

Kingdom Kids is rolling into spring with more important lessons and fun 
activities for your children EVERY Sunday! This month, K-6th graders will 
focus on The Bright Side: Find Light in the Dark, helping kids understand 
that, no matter what, we can always trust God. The theme for Pre-K kids 
will be Pack a Picnic: Jesus is my Friend. All lessons and activities will help 
our youngest “saints” learn that Jesus is ready to be our best friend forever. 

There is no better gift we can give than to instill confidence in youngsters 
from an early age about the love of God and the hope of Jesus! Our 
dedicated staff of teachers and helpers prepare each week to share lessons 
that will last long after the Sunday class is over.  We want to help St. Andrew 
families raise children to know and love our awesome God! 

Even if your child is hesitant, give Kingdom Kids a try.  Keep coming back!  
Kids who develop friendships at church  in these early years are more likely 
to be excited and engaged as they grow into Confirmation and High School 
Youth. Don’t miss out on the precious opportunity to give your child a 
faith foundation that will last a lifetime!

Have questions or feedback about Kingdom Kids?  
Need encouragement or ideas to get your kids involved?  

Our Children’s Ministry Coordinator, Lia Mai Puskar,  
is ready to help! Just reach out! 

PRESCHOOLnews

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com
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African Adventures Ahead!

Questions Or Ideas?
Contact VBS Director 

Marianne Lohr 
at mariannelcsa@verizon.net 

or 410-377-2250

Vacation Bible School
June 24-28

St. Andrew’s VBS is always a magical 
place filled with God’s love and lessons. 
It’s also a great opportunity to share 
that love with children and families in 
our community. Spread the word to 
neighbors and friends! Lets ROAR!

VBS RegiStRation iS
now open!

Register online at mystandrew.org.  
VBS is open to children ages 3 (potty-
trained) through Grade 5. The cost is 
$45 for the first child in a family, and 
$40 for each additional child. Sign-up 
and pay before May 1 to get a $10 
discount per child ($35/30). Paper 
forms will also be available in the 
Commons.

Want To share 
your creativity? 

Meet some great people? Be part of a 
fabulous outreach opportunity? Join 
the VBS Planning Team as we work 
to make our theme come to life. To 
get details and/or express interest, 
contact Marianne Lohr or sign up in 
the Commons. All welcome! Teens, 
your help is eligible for service hours! 

You Can Help! 
Donate or Loan  

Place items in the marked box in 
the Coat Room:

 � Fabric in animal prints and
African patterns

 � Baskets
 � Rag rugs and blanket rugs
 � Large cardboard boxes -
applicance, flat screen, etc.

 � Wooden crates
 � Bamboo fencing
 � Camping cots
 � Moving boxes of all sizes
 � Carpet tubes

Volunteer at VBS 
We’ll need station leaders, 
station assistants, crew leaders, 
registration assistants, and 
decorating volunteers. Teens can 
earn service hours. Even if you 
aren’t available for the whole 
week, help on the days you can! 
Sign up at mystandrew.org. 

Pray
For the ministry, the leaders, 
volunteers and all children who 
will participate. 

Do Your  “Homework”
Complete a “Take Home Craft Kit” 
found at the VBS display in the 
Commons in the weeks ahead. 

“God’s House”

Easter Egg
Roll & Hunt

Saturday, April 20
10:00 am - 12:00 noon

Come for Fun 
& Games 

to Celebrate 
New Life in Christ! 

Invite neighbors 
and friends!

Helpers Needed
Set up, clean up, 

& welcome 
the neighborhood 

to this fun  
community event! 

To volunteer,  
sign up in the Commons 

or contact Robyn Howland at
robynhowland@hotmail.com 

or 301-437-3634.



HOLY WEEK 

PALM SuNDA Y - April 1 4 
_}e,<;v<;' wivmphant �fy� into _}e,yv<;ale-m 

Worship - 8:00, 9:30 & 11 :00 am 
Monday Worship - April 15 at 7:00 pm 

MAUNDY THURSDAY - April 1 8 
The- L-a<;t Svppe-Y of _}e,<;v<; 

Worship with Holy Communion - 7:00 pm 

GooD FRIDAY - April 1 9 
_}e,<;v<;> Sac.,..yif e,..e, on the- C...Yo<;<; 

Family Worship - 11 :00 am 
Evening Worship - 7:00 pm 

HoLY SATURDAY - April 20 
kt><; We-lc..cme- the- Ne-it91b0Yhood foY -Pvn ? &lame-<;! 

"God's House" Easter Egg Roll & Hunt 
10:00 AM - 12:00 NOON

EASTER SuNDA Y - April 21 
Vic.,..toY � of the- f<e.<;vyye,c.,..-fion 

Festival Worship with Holy Communion 

Traditional - 8:00 & 9:30 am 
Contemporary Praise - 11 :00 am 

Easter Monday - April 22 at 7:00 pm 



 



If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error, 
please contact the church office at 301-384-4394 or office@mystandrew.org. Thank you.

15300 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20905

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday at
8:00 & 9:30 am – Traditional
11:00 am – Contemporary Praise
Monday at 7:00 pm

Church 301-384-4394 
Preschool 301-384-2660
office@mystandrew.org
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The LuTheran ChurCh of

ST. ANDREW

HOLY WEEK
Remembering the Passion, Death & 

Resurrection Victory of Our Lord, Jesus Christ
Palm Sunday – April 14

Worship – 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am
Monday Worship – April 15 at 7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday – April 18
Worship with Holy Communion – 7:00 pm 

Good Friday – April 19
Family Worship – 11:00 am
Evening Worship – 7:00 pm

Holy Saturday – April 20
“God’s House” Easter Egg Roll & Hunt

10:00 am – 12:00 noon

Easter Sunday – April 21
Festival Worship with Holy Communion

Traditional – 8:00 & 9:30 am
Contemporary Praise – 11:00 am 

Easter Monday – April 22 at 7:00 pm
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