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In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

 ` Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

 ` Ash Wednesday Worship

 ` Lent:  Cultivating & Letting Go

 ` SALTeens Pie Auction

 ` Soup Showdown

 ` Members Meeting Highlights

A week after our Members Meeting on January 27 (see meeting highlights on 
page 8), I had the pleasure of spending a few days on the campus of Concordia 
Seminary in St. Louis where I interviewed four candidates for the position of 
Associate Pastor at St. Andrew on behalf of our Call Committee. I also served 
as preacher at three of the week’s daily chapel services and presider at their 
weekly celebration of Holy Communion.  One of the seminary’s professors 
invited me to speak to his class on Pastoral Theology, during which I thought 
about attending such a class as a seminary student myself minus the laptops 
and cups of Starbucks coffee.  Last, but far from least, it was a joy to visit with 
seminary president Dale Meyer and his wife Diane, make new friendships with 
students, faculty, and visiting pastors on campus, and to have lunch with our 
former Associate Pastor Steve Miller, who sends you his greetings.

This year’s seminary graduating class is only about half the size of the one from 
which we last called a graduate to serve as a new pastor among us. What that 
means is, with more churches calling graduates than there are students to fill 
those calls, the chance of our call not being filled is unfortunately greater this 
time around.   That said, our Call Committee has recommended two possible 
candidates, with the request that one be assigned a Call to St. Andrew by our 
denomination’s council of district presidents on May 1, 2019. Voting to extend 
our Call is scheduled for March 3 and 4 following each of our services. All 
members are encouraged to participate.

As we wait to see how the Spirit will work through our Call process, I remain very 
thankful for your energy and commitment to the mission of Christ as we approach 
the coming holy days of Lent, during which we are all “called” to follow Jesus in 

Continued on page 2
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the way of loving service to the world 
for which He gave His life.  St. Andrew 
is a wonderful congregation in which 
to minister, and if God sees fit to send 
a new pastor to us from the seminary, 
that servant will be immeasurably 
blessed through those who worship 
the Lord every week and serve Him 
every day. And if we are pointed in 
another direction as God gives grace, 
we will follow it faithfully and joyfully.

I invite you to join with me in prayer 
for our congregation, for the seminary 
community, and for all who have 
heard God’s call and in response have 
said “Here I am! Send me!”

The Lord be with you+

Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko

St. Andrew’s News 
Published monthly by: 
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 “New Orleans Jazz”
  Shrove Tuesday
  Pancake Supper

 March 5
 
 5:00 - 7:00 pm
  in the Great Room

        Live Music! 
Great Food! 

Hosted by 
“Men of Panera” 

& Friends! 

Free Will Donations Support 
SALTeens Trip 

to the National Youth 
Gathering 
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

 Sunday, March 17 
Starts at 12:15 pm
Proceeds will benefit  

GMT’s Agricultural and Food Security Projects

Cooks and Tasters Needed! 
Select your favorite soup to make from

 the following categories:  

Register online at mystandrew.org or 
stop by the Global Missions Table in the Commons.

 � Beef/Pork
 � Poultry
 � Seafood

 � Vegetarian
 � Dessert Soup
 � Bread Tasting

6th Annual Global Mission Team
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HealtH & Wellness

“Care Closet”
Now in Order! 

With generous donations of medical 
equipment and supplies from the 
community piling up, and requests 
for those items coming in almost 
daily, Parish Nurse Marilee Tollefson 
was overwhelmed! Member Stacey 
Menedez came to the rescue, 
spending several days in the Lower 
Level organizing, organizing, 
organizing! Now, it’s much easier to 
store donated items and find what’s 
needed in a timely fashion, and Stacey 
will continue volunteering weekly to 
keep things in tip-top order!  Thanks, 
Stacey!  Your help is much appreciated 
by Health & Wellness Ministry and 
all those served by our “Care Closet” 
ministry!

For everyone who asks receives; and everyone who searches finds; 
and to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Luke 11:10

Sharing God’s Love: Families Helping Families
God works in amazing and mysterious ways.  Our St. Andrew staff and volunteers 
have countless stories to tell.  Here’s one from last December …

As Christmas approached, Parish Nurse Assistant Jeanine McGrath received 
an email seeking support from Isaiah’s Promise, an organization that helps 
families in perinatal crises.  A woman had passed away on December 6, leaving 
behind a son aged 2, and a newborn aged 5 weeks. The woman’s sister was now 
responsible for these children and in desperate need of preemie clothing, high 
calorie formula, and diapers for her nephew. This young mother was already 
caring for four children of her own, ranging in age from 2 – 11 years old. 

Soon after this need was made known, Parish Nurse Marilee Tollefson was 
contacted by member Debra Alvarado, a mother with two young children. 
Debra’s play group was planning a Christmas gathering and wondered if there 
was a family in need who they could shower with gifts of love as part of their 
celebration. 

The request was connected with the need and, within 48 hours, Debra and 
members of the New & Me/Silver Spring Moms Club had gathered clothing, 
diapers, and formula for the baby, and toys, books and hand-knitted hats for 
the entire family.  At the same time, ten cans of very costly high-calorie formula 
(just what the baby needed) were donated to LCSA by a community member 
who had heard about our “medical loan closet.”  

God had heard the plea for help and answered it through generous hearts and 
circumstances beyond understanding! The note from the family that received 
this outpouring of love said it all:  “I am so thankful to God, Isaiah’s Promise, 
and all those at St. Andrew and the Silver Spring Moms Club/New and Me 
playgroup who donated all these things for us.”  

Have a need?  Want to help?  Reach out to our Health & Wellness Ministry. You 
never know how God may work in amazing ways to bless you, those you love, 
and others you may not even know! 

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

New & Me Play 
Group

Join the Fun!
If you are expecting a 

baby or have a child age 4 
or under and are interest-
ed in joining our parent/

play group, contact Debra 
Alvarado at 240-304-2176  

(text preferred). 

Grateful 
to GOD 



5

March 2019 Volume 70 Issue 3

 
Refugee Resettlement 

Collection During March
St. Andrew has a long history of 
working with Lutheran Social Services 
of the National Capital Area (LSS/
NCA) to assist displaced persons and 
families fleeing persecution in their 
home countries to make a new life 
in America. During March, that effort 
will continue as the Social Ministry 
team once again coordinates the 
collection of specific household items, 
gift cards, and financial contributions 
to support those in need. 

The list of requested items is fairly 
specific, including new or gently used 
tableware, flatware, cookware, can 
openers, kitchen knives, mixing and 
serving bowls; sheets and blankets 
in all sizes except king; alarm clocks 
and (new) bed pillows. New and 
unopened full-sized toiletries and 
cleaning supplies and baby items 
such as diapers, wipes, strollers and 
car seats are also in demand. Place 
donations on the designated table in 
the Commons during the month of 
March. Please note that items NOT 
listed above cannot be accepted.

Gift cards for local retailers such 
as Giant, Safeway, Target, and Bed 
Bath & Beyond are helpful. Financial 
contributions are gratefully accepted 
as they allow caseworkers to 
purchase specific items needed for an 
individual family.  Place gift cards and 
financial contributions in the offering 
plate marked “Refugees.” You may 
also donate online at mystandrew.
org.  Specify “Refugees” in the OTHER 
blank on our secure payment page.    

Visit the LSS/NCA website (lssnca.org) 
or click the link from mystandrew.org 
(search “refugee”) to get the wish list 
and  learn more about how you can 
help.  Furniture donations can be 
arranged, and there’s even an option 
to order and ship needed items 
directly from online retailers. What 
could be easier? Contact Kiersten 
Rosetto at 202-723-3000 x 284 with 
questions.  

LMS Thrift Shop 
Collections

Sundays, March 24 
& April 28

Gently used 
clothing, toys and 
household items 
are collected the 
4th Sunday of 
every month for 
distribution to those in need at 
LMS Compassion Centers around 
the region.  Please pack items 
carefully to avoid breakage on the 
truck.  Boxes are best.  

Books for Kids 
& Young 
Adults

C-4 is already planning 
for next Christmas! 

Please bring gently used books 
in English or Spanish to the Coat 
Room. Mark your bag “C-4 Books.” 
Thanks!

Donate a Laptop 
to Refugee Youth

The LSS/NCA team is gathering  
laptops and tablets for refugee 
youth completing their first year 

of school in the 
U.S. Computers 
are a key to 
success, not 
only for school 
work, but to 

allow kids and parents to access 
free online English classes and 
vocational training. To learn more 
and arrange for your donations, 
contact  Aya at turkia@lssnca.org. 

THANKS ...
to all for the generous response in 
filling the Manna Food Center truck 
on February 24. To those who donated 
food and funds, we couldn’t have done 
it without you! Special thanks to those 
who helped organize and support the 
effort including Margie Davis, Kimberly 
Gay Armour, Roger Caldow, Keith 
Federman and members of Senior 
Fit, to those who helped load the 
truck, and to The Lord’s Truck Team 
who collected food from a variety of 
sources.  Our efforts will be a blessing 
to many hungry families! 
More Thanks  to those who 
generously donated over $800 in 
January to Eastern Montgomery 
Emergency Network (EMEAN) to 
provide one-time assistance with rent, 
utilities and prescriptions to neighbors 
in need. 
And More Thanks  to the volunteers  
who hang clothes, and bring and 
distribute food at the C-4 Center  
which serves many needy families. 
The Lord’s Truck team keeps our Food 
Pantry stocked. Volunteers distributed 
about 2 dozen bags of food on many 
Tuesdays and Fridays in January and 
February. July is our next month 
to sort and hang clothing, so mark 
your calendar! We need volunters to 
distribute food every week all through 
the year. Contact Carol Petzold to get 
on the schedule for whatever time you 
can spare.
Extra Thanks for your calendar 
donations. They went to many 
distribution points to help low-income 
families, including C-4 and a medical 
clinic in D.C. We continue to collect 
greeting cards and note pads which 

are welcomed by C-4 
clients. One hundred 
Christmas cards were 
signed and sent to 
immigration detainees 
awaiting court hearings, 

and more than 300 blank cards were 
given to  detainees who wished to 
write to their families. Your extras are 
blessing others greatly!

                     social Ministry

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com
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Chrismon 
Workshop 
Interest?

Do you admire the 
beautiful gold and 
white Chrismon 
ornaments that 
adorn St. Andrew’s 
sanctuary & family 
room trees every Christmas?  Would 
you like to learn more about these 
sacred symbols and make one 
of your own?   A class featuring 
instruction by Deborah Shoup will 
be scheduled at the convenience of 
those interested. A fee of $15-20 will 
cover materials. Contact Sue Scherer 
at susan.quilts@comcast.net or 240-
390-3969 to express interest and 
availability.

craft Ministry
St. Andrew crafters are off to a great start for 2019! After focusing 
early in the year on quilts for Lutheran World Relief, they are now turning 
their attention to crafting for upcoming shows, and they could use your 

help! As you do your spring cleaning, remember Craft 
Ministry with donations of yarn, fabric, and craft supplies 
as well as vintage treasures for “Grandma’s Attic” in the 
fall. Finishing up those jams and sauces purchased at last 
year’s fair? Bring the jars to the designated box in the Coat 
Room for reuse. 

All are welcome to join the crafters on Wednesdays from 9 am – 3 pm. Come 
for a few hours or bring your lunch and stay all day. No experience necessary! 
We will teach. Questions? Contact Craft Ministry Chair Sue Scherer at 
susan.quilts@comcast.net or catch Sue after the 9:30 service most Sunday 
mornings.  

NEW Craft Opportunities - Evenings & Weekends!
Are you yearning to exercise your creative skills, have some fun and make 
something by hand? Do you need or prefer to gather on evenings and 
weekends?  Craft Ministry is expanding for you!  

We’ll kick off with some Easter card-making sessions. Beyond that, we hope 
to meet regularly on Tuesday evenings to teach and practice a variety of 
crafts including quilting, crocheting, knitting, glass etching, wool felting, 
painting and more.  If you have a talent you would like to share or if you 
just want to come and do your own crafting in the company of others, your 
ideas and presence are welcome.  Join us on this new adventure! You’ll be 
blessed by creative time for yourself, connection with others, and support 
of our Craft Ministry.   Stop by our table in the Commons on March 10 and 
11 to see samples, express interest and share ideas. Questions? Contact Kay 
Caviness (kaziec@aol.com); Caroline Poese (caroline.poese@gmail.com); or 
Janet Burton (janet.burton@gmail.com). 

Greeting Card Workshops
Tuesday, March 19 from 7-9 pm

Saturday, March 23 from 10 am–1 pm
Learn about paper crafting techniques including the use 
of Cricut and CuttleBug die cutting machines, rubber 
stamps, embossing and coloring. All equipment and 
supplies will be provided. For every card you make 
for yourself, we ask that you make one to sell at St. 
Andrew’s Fall Craft Fair. Space is limited to 12 participants per session.  Ages 
14 & up.  Bring a lunch or snack. Drinks and dessert will be provided. Sign up 
at the Welcome Center or contact Kay, Janet or Caroline to register. 

Questions?
Contact Sue Scherer

Craft Ministry Coordinator 
240-390-3969 or 

susan.quilts@comcast.net

Learn to Make 
Palm Crosses
Saturday, April 13

9 – 11 am
Learn to fold palms into crosses 
to keep as reminders of the Holy 
Season all throughout the year.  
No RSVP needed - just come and 
bring friends.  Kids welcome, too! 
Questions? Contact Sue Scherer. 

In the case of inclement 
weather, please listen to 
WTOP radio (103.5FM) 
or visit wtopnews.com 
for info regarding the 
cancellation of worship.
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Senior Adult Fellowship
Lunch at G & M 

Restaurant
Tuesday, March 5

All are welcome to join the group 
for a repeat visit to this favorite spot 
near BWI, famous for “the best” crab 
cakes and so much more! We will 
depart St. Andrew at 11 am. Fee for 
the bus is $15. Choose from G&M’s 
extensive menu and pay for lunch on 
your own.  Sign up at the Welcome 
Center by March 3. Make checks 
payable to LCSA. Hurry - last year 
the bus filled quickly! Questions? 
Contact Jeanette Schuder at 301-
879-5950. Need a ride to church? 
Contact Marilee in the office.  

Montgomery 
Symphony Orchestra 

Classical Concert
Sunday, March 24

3:30 pm - Free!
Come one, come all for an American-
themed concert featuring 
Stravinsky’s Ragtime, Dvorak’s 
American Suite, Copland’s Fanfare 
for the Common Man, and more.  
The concert will be performed 
in the St. Andrew sanctuary by   
talented local musicians including 
two St. Andrew members. 

Get more information at: 
 montgomerysymphonyorchestra.com.

Creative Spirits’ 
Healing Touch 

Recently, a member shared how the 
“quiet little ministry” of Creative Spirits 
had deeply touched his life. Read on 
for details and be inspired, too! 
Feeling a yearn to create, Health 
Warriors (St. Andrew’s chronic illness 
support group) gathered to make a 
fleece blanket with materials provided 
by Creative Spirits. The time of cutting 
and tying the soft and soothing 
fabric became a time of prayer and 
meditation for those present. 

The finished 
blanket was 
b l e s s e d 
by Pastor 
and gifted 
with love 
to a Health 
W a r r i o r s 
m e m b e r 
who lives 
with a 

chronic illness. The recipient was 
beyond grateful for this cozy blanket 
that reminds him about God’s constant, 
loving presence surrounding him 
always. He was especially touched that 
fellow members had remembered him 
with love and prayer in this special way. 
Creative Spirits Ministry blends the 
power of prayer with the making of 
hand-crafted items to share God’s 
love with those experiencing serious 
illness or life crisis.  Creative Spirits 
was blessed to partner with Health 
Warriors on this project, and the two 
groups hope to cooperate further as 
the need and opportunity arises. All 
are welcome to participate. 
For more information about Creative 
Spirits Ministry, contact Sandi Goetsch 
at 301-633-6568 or sandiz80@msn.
com. To learn about Health Warriors, 
contact Sheila Langston at slangstos@
gmail.com. To select a Creative Spirits 
gift free of charge for a friend or loved 
one in need, contact Parish Nurse 
Marilee Tollefson in the church office. 

Financial Education 
Ministry

Leaving A Legacy of Love
God calls us to be good stewards of our 
time, talents and all the treasures He 
gives us and allows 
us to build up during 
our time on earth. 
That includes the 
call to tithe and give 
generously of our 
financial assets.  Did 
you ever consider 
the reverberations of that call after we 
have gone to our heavenly home? 

The LCMS Foundation reports that 
less than half of all Americans have 
a will specifying their wishes for the 
disposition of assets upon death.  Of 
those who do have a will, 92% have 
not included any charitable causes 
among their beneficiaries. Perhaps this 
lack of legacy giving is because they 
were never asked, or because they 
never thought of making a final gift to 
a cause that is important to them.

If you have not done so already, 
prayerfully consider making charitable 
giving a part of your legacy.  Will your 
loved ones need 100% of what you 
leave behind, or is God calling you 
to share some of those blessings to 
support His work in the years ahead? If 
you do not currently have a will, make 
it a priority to develop one in 2019. 
If you have a will, review it to make 
sure it accurately reflects your current 
family status and wishes.  

St. Andrew recently created an 
Endowment Fund, to set aside legacy 
gifts that will earn income to ensure 
the continuation of God’s mission 
in and through St. Andrew in the 
years ahead.  To learn more about 
endowment and legacy giving at St. 
Andrew, visit mystandrew.org/give or 
email endowment@mystandrew.org.  

Thanks for prayerfully considering a 
gift to God’s mission that will keep on 
giving for generations to come! 

 cHurcH Happenings
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MEMBERS MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Though rescheduled due to inclement weather, the Great Room at St. Andrew was filled for a Member’s Meeting on 
January 27. Attendees enjoyed lunch together after which the meeting was convened by Glen Harvell, Chair of our 
Board of Directors, who introduced Board members who were present and gave thanks for those who completed their 
terms of service.

Pastor Hricko gave an overview of St. Andrew’s growth in membership and worship attendance during the previous 
year and offered three specific reports:

HOWARD COUNTY MISSION – The community-building Bible studies continue in Ellicott City with more than 50 total 
participants and an average weekly attendance of about 25.  The group has also supported some local food drives to 
make our presence known.  While we currently lack adequate staffing to move forward with worship opportunities and 
other ministries, we have been blessed by the spirit of the gathering group, which will adjourn during Lent and resume 
after Easter.
ETHIOPIAN OUTREACH – Pastor Hricko introduced Mengeshe Gella, who will be serving as an outreach intern at St. 
Andrew for one year which began on February 1.  Mengeshe recently graduated from Concordia College-New York with 
a Master’s Degree in Business Leadership. The internship is part of his continuing education.  In the coming months he 
will be leading programs and facilitating adjustments to our mission strategies for reaching members of the Ethiopian 
community around St. Andrew.  Pastor Million will continue to offer pastoral care and support. With the discovery 
of our Ethiopian members’ affinity for our 11 am service, the Amharic service has evolved into a prayer fellowship 
gathering for those who attend.
CENTER FOR CONTEXTUAL LEADERSHIP – Pastor Hricko applied for and received  a $10,00 grant for St. Andrew from the 
Kern Foundation, with which he will facilitate a feasibility study and the potential development of a large grant proposal 
to fund the academic programs of Concordia College-New York coupled with leadership development experiences 
for cohorts of Christian students in Atlanta, Georgia and also here at St. Andrew.  The coupling of academic study 
and leadership development for service to the church is known as the Center for Contextual Leadership.  Progress 
on the development of the vision will be reported to the Board of Directors and to all members of St. Andrew as the 
discernment process continues.

Two additional reports were made at the meeting:
CALL COMMITTEE – Stan Jackson represented our Call Committee, which has been focused on a process for calling a 
new seminary graduate of Concordia Seminary-St. Louis to serve as our Associate Pastor.  As Stan indicated to attendees, 
Pastor Hricko traveled to the seminary to interview four candidates, after which two were subsequently interviewed via 
Skype by the Call Committee.  The Call Committee made a prayerful recommendation for action by the voting members 
of St. Andrew on March 3 and 4.
FUNDING THE MISSION – Treasurer Bruce Winter offered a financial review and update of our Christian stewardship 
and management of God’s resources during 2018 and thanked members for their faithful and generous support of our 
mission and ministry. He also outlined the possibility of significant upcoming financial challenges this year that might 
include added pastoral salary expenses; the anticipated reset of our church mortgage rate; and major commitments to 
new initiatives related to the Howard County mission, Ethiopian outreach, and much needed parking expansion at New 
Hampshire Avenue, as God leads us.

Questions, comments, and prayer concluded the Member’s Meeting.  More detailed information is available from Glen 
Harvell, Pastor Hricko, or any member of the Board of Directors.
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Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me 
and do  not stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs 

to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14

Children’s Ministry

We’re still waiting for that “early spring” promised by Punxsutawney Phil on 
Groundhog Day! Preschoolers enjoy the snow, but it seems that we’re all 
growing weary of the cold and will be more than ready to welcome spring on 
March 20.  Let’s hope some warm weather will quickly follow!
The Preschool will join in the national celebration of Lutheran Schools Week 
in early March.  Preschoolers will sing at 11:00 worship on March 3, and 
“Spirit Week” will follow, with themed dress-up days and snacks from March 
4-8. The “cherry on top” of this special week will be the Preschool Ice Cream 
Social on Friday March 8.  Come at 6:00 pm for a special presentation by the 
3s and 4s in the Sanctuary, followed by ice cream treats for all in the Great 
Room.   
Enrollment continues for the 2019-2020 school year. Openings remain in 
the 2’s program, which is currently 54% enrolled. However, our 3’s and 4’s 
classes are already completely full!  Let’s give God the glory!
Summer Camp enrollment has already begun! Three themed weeks of fun 
will be available for potty-trained, 3-5 year olds, starting Tuesday, May 28. 
Visit mystandrew.org/preschool for all program details and fees. Call the 
preschool office with questions. 

Kingdom Kids Sunday School rolls on, with Bible truths and 
life lessons that will last. Don’t miss out! 

During March, K-6th graders will go on a journey to discover how they are 
made in the image of God, meant to love God and love others in a unique 
way. As they explore individuality, each child will learn about the unique 
and special creation they were born to be, in Christ. Pre-K kids will receive 
the same message, in a simpler, age-appropriate form: “Who made you? 
God made me!”  Every lesson is enhanced with engaging videos, activities, 
crafts, and a weekly Bible verse. Get the kids in your life on board with this 
special time of fun and learning.  Bring your K-6th 
grader any Sunday at 9:30 am to Room 118 for 
opening.  Pre-K kids meet in Room 123.

PRESCHOOLnews

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com
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African Adventures Ahead!

Promoting Global 
Food Security

Whoever has a bountiful eye will 
be blessed, for he shares his

bread with the poor.
Proverbs 22:9

821 million people in the world 
experience chronic hunger. We tend 
to hear about hunger issues only 
when a population is on the brink 
of starvation due to war, famine, or 
other extreme conditions. Yet, the 
Hunger Project says that “chronic 
hunger is a silent, invisible, day-
after-day condition.” 
The number of undernourished 
people in the world has been on 
the rise since 2014. Malnourished 
children are more likely to die 
and less able to learn if they 
don’t receive timely intervention. 
Hunger, poverty and food prices 
are intertwined. Not every poor 
person is hungry, but almost all 
hungry people are poor. Millions 
face food insecurity daily. They live 
with hunger and malnourishment 
because they cannot afford to buy 
enough “nutritious” food or cannot 
afford the farming supplies they 
need to grow enough healthy food 
of their own. 
This year, the Global Mission Team 
has selected Food Security as their 
focus for awareness and fundraising.  
First up is the Soup Showdown, 
scheduled for March 17. All 
proceeds will be designated to help 
alleviate hunger and malnutrition. 
Please support this event by cooking 
and/or tasting, and watch for 
additional ways you can help in the 
months ahead. Questions? Contact 
Global Mission Chair Stan Jackson at 
sjackson3309@gmail.com. 

Questions Or Ideas?
Contact VBS Director 

Marianne Lohr 
at mariannelcsa@verizon.net 

or 410-377-2250.

Vacation Bible School
June 24-28

St. Andrew’s VBS is always a magical 
place filled with God’s love and lessons. 
It’s also a great opportunity to share 
that love with children and families in 
our community. Spread the word to 
neighbors and friends! Lets ROAR!

VBS RegiStRation 
openS MaRch 1 

Register online at mystandrew.org.  
VBS is open to children ages 3 (potty-
trained) through Grade 5. The cost is 
$45 for the first child in a family, and 
$40 for each additional child. Sign-up 
and pay before May 1 to get a $10 
discount per child ($35/30). Paper 
forms will also be available in the 
Commons.

Want To share 
your creativity? 

Meet some great people? Be part of a 
fabulous outreach opportunity? Join 
the VBS Planning Team as we work 
to make our theme come to life. To 
get details and/or express interest, 
contact Marianne Lohr or sign up in 
the Commons. All welcome! Teens, 
your help is eligible for service hours! 

You Can Help! 
Donate or Loan  

Place items in the marked box in 
the Coat Room:

 � Fabric in animal prints and 
African patterns

 � Baskets
 � Rag rugs and blanket rugs
 � Large cardboard boxes - 
applicance, flat screen, etc.

 � Wooden crates
 � Bamboo fencing
 � Camping cots
 � Moving boxes of all sizes
 � Carpet tubes
 

Volunteer at VBS 
We’ll need station leaders, 
station assistants, crew leaders, 
registration assistants, and 
decorating volunteers. Teens can 
earn service hours. Even if you 
aren’t available for the whole 
week, help on the days you can! 

Pray
For the ministry, the leaders, 
volunteers and all children who 
will participate. 

Do Your  “Homework”
Complete a “Take Home Craft Kit” 
found at the VBS display in the 
Commons in the weeks ahead. 



Thank You … 
Dear Friends, 
The St. Andrew family is fantastic!  Thank you all 
for the cards, well wishes and prayers during 
and after my knee surgery.  Thanks to Marilee 
for the needed medical equipment, and to 
Pastor Carlson for the hospital visit. A huge 
thank you to the Aulicks, who hosted and cared 
for me after the surgery, and included my 
kitties, which helped my peace of mind.  I am 
sure that my recovery went so well because I 
was surrounded by your love and care.   
With love,  
Janice Flug 
 
Dear St. Andrew Friends, 
A heartfelt thank you for the prayers, well 
wishes and cards that helped me through my 
hip replacement surgery. I was cautiously 
optimistic going in, and ultimately the result far 
exceeded my expectations. God is good, and so 
are all of you!  
With love and blessings,  
Lia Mai Puskar 
 
Dear Friends,  
Thank you for the bed, wheel chair and walker. 
My mother can now safely sleep without falling 
on the floor. Before, she was sleeping on an air 
mattress. She has not been this happy in quite 
some time.  God bless you for the glorious 
contribution you make to others in need. I pray 
that you and your church are showered with 
much favor. Thank you so much for your 
kindness.   
Brenda Richardson 

Dear Friends, 
Thanks to all the wonderful and caring 
members of our congregation for the cards and 
gestures of support received during the illness 
and at the passing of my father, Christopher 
Reinecke. It meant more than words can say.  
With love & gratitude,  
Leslie Manzon 
 
Dear Friends, 
How grateful I am for your continued prayers 
during my recent health crisis. My healing is no 
doubt due to the power of prayer. Our God is 
an awesome God. Bless you and your 
community. 
Linda Carey 
 
Dear Friends in Christ,  
Thank you for your donation of 50 handmade 
quilts and 16 baby blankets for our Miracle of 
Christmas campaign, and for the gift of $205 
from your door offering. Your time, talents and 
generosity make all the difference for those we 
serve. God bless you for your compassion and 
commitment to the Lord’s work. 
Rev. Dr. David Maack 
Executive Director, LMS Compassion Place 
 
Dear Friends,  
Wish I could have beamed you over to 
experience the delivery of your supplies to the 
largest community clinic in Gondar, 
Ethiopia.  On behalf of the deserving and 
desperate people in need of care, I thank you 
and all who serve with you.   
Peace+ 
Rev. Mansfield "Kasey" Kaseman  
Montgomery Faith Council 

Dear Friends, 
Thanks so much for providing two bags of food 
for our families at Greencastle ES. We truly 
appreciate your help.  
Leocadie Bader 
MCPS Community Coordinator  
 
Dear St. Andrew Friends, 
You made our winter! Your kindness 
allowed students in the Edison Career 
Readiness Education Academy (CREA) 
to experience a happy holiday season. 
The “Snowman Gifts” to young adult 
students who are living independently 
or have a small child allowed our 
recent immigrants to experience the 
holiday season with a smile. Those 
who received three gifts enjoyed 
sharing with their families. You have 
made a difference in the lives of the 
youth we serve.  
With gratitude, 
Oliver Fajardo, Program Manager 
Career Readiness Education Academy 

 
Dear Friends, 
We gratefully acknowledge your recent 
donation of over 100 pounds of food items, 
delivered by Roger Caldow. Your support is a 
true testament to the goodness of people. 
Larry White, Executive Director 
Mid-County Ministries 
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The LuTheran ChurCh of

ST. ANDREW

LENT IS A SEASON OF “SPIRITUAL GARDENING,”
OF ASKING GOD TO UNEARTH IN US WHAT LIES FALLOW, 

WHAT NEEDS TO BE TENDED, AND WHAT NEEDS TO DIE
FOR NEW LIFE TO EMERGE.

We will explore this theme in Sunday & Monday worship, and on

LENTEN WEDNESDAYS
March 13, 20 & 27 and April 3 & 10

Soup Suppers at 6:00 pm 
Worship at 7:00 pm

Come to explore spiritual cultivation and letting go for the sake of 
growth in Christ and preparation for the journey to Holy Week 

and the celebration of Easter.
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