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St. Andrew’s 
newsnews

Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

◊ Call Committee Update

◊ Thanksgiving Food Drive

◊ Rent-Some-Teens

◊ Thanksgiving Eve Worship

◊ Holiday Gift Drives

◊ SALTeens Auction & Lunch

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

Continued on page 2

It’s certainly been a quick five years 
since newly ordained Pastor Steve 
Miller arrived from St. Louis and was 
installed into our team ministry here 
at St. Andrew. During his 61 months 
among us, we have been richly blessed 
by his faithful service, good spirit, and 
witness for Christ as our Associate 
Pastor. I also know that he has been 
richly blessed by your generosity of 
spirit and commitment to the mission 
of our Lord here in Maryland.  

For all those blessings we give thanks 
as Pastor Steve and Andrea depart 
for their return to St. Louis and a new 
chapter in life and ministry at Messiah 
Lutheran Church. Though we will 
surely miss them within our fellowship, 
we also share their excitement in the 
Spirit’s promptings to go and serve in 
part of the Lord’s vineyard that is very 
familiar to them, confident that they 
go with our love, prayers, and thanks.

As one who also wears the yoke 
of pastoral ministry, I well know 
the singular place our “first call” 

occupies in our hearts. St. Andrew 
will always represent the launching of 
Pastor Miller’s ministry and the first 
congregation in which he administered 
the sacraments and proclaimed 
the Good News of Christ.  He also 
ministered personally to many of you 
in your joys and sorrows and in ways 
that you will long remember and 
cherish.  As for me, I am truly grateful 
that by God’s grace he passed our way 
and was a partner in the Gospel with 
me and all of you, and I already know 
that we’ll be praying for Andrea and 
Steve in their new spiritual adventure.

Like their transition signals a new 
beginning for them, new beginnings 
are also in store for us as the process 
of seeking servants of God’s choosing 
continues at St. Andrew. While we 
don’t know who they will be or when 
they will arrive, I trust that with them 
more blessings will come to our 
community of faith as well as to those 
who will one day discover the loving, 
serving, Christ-centered, mission- 
driven congregation you are.
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For now, we say “thanks be to God” for 
all the blessings given, received, and 
yet to come as we wish Pastor Steve 
and Andrea every blessing in Christ in 
all the days that are yet to be.

The Lord be with you+

Love,

Pastor Hricko  

Church Staff
Mark A. Hricko, Pastor
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2018 Board of Directors
Glen Harvell, Chair,  301-926-6186
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Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship

Wednesday  
November 21 

7:00 pm
Pumpkin Pie & Cider 
Fellowship to Follow 

Bring Non-Perishable Food 
to Help the Needy

SpiritWear 
is Back!

St. Andrew logo items offer a great 
opportunity to share the good 
news and start conversations about 
our faith community with friends, 
co-workers, and acquaintances. 
Once again, we will be offering a 
variety of high-quality logo items 
at affordable prices, including some 
past favorites as well as some brand 
new items like a poly quarter-zip, 
a hoodie, and a sling bag. View 
samples and place orders in the 
Commons following worship on 
November 11, 12, 18 & 19. 

Questions? Contact Karen Hughes 
in the office or at khughes@
mystandrew.org. P.S.-They make 
great Christmas gifts!
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Above & beyond  
Update

We are about to launch our 5th Above & 
Beyond Gift Catalog, and the generosity of 
members and friends continues to take St. 
Andrew’s ministry “above & beyond” for 
Christ!  

This past year, your donations to the “Above & Beyond” Gift Program 
have allowed us to support ministry partners like Lutheran Social 
Services, Bethania Kids, Orphan Grain Train, Manna Food Center, 
Eastern Montgomery Emergency Assistance Network, Deaf Ministry, 
Ethiopian Ministry, Concordia College - New York and more. They have 
provided scholarships for Vacation Bible School and Youth Mission 
Trips.  They have funded needed building maintenance and repairs, 
office equipment, instrument tunings, enhanced lighting, and kitchen 
equipment.  They have added beauty to our surroundings through 
banners, artwork, musicians and even this newsletter, now printed in 
color!  And the list goes on! 

Thanks to all for your generous participation. Stay tuned for the updated 
“Above & Beyond” catalog, coming next month, just in time for the 
holidays! Questions? Contact Above & Beyond Chair Mitch Glazier at 
mglazier@riaa.com or Greg Twombley in the office.   

ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

Update
Under the leadership of Stan Jackson, St. Andrew’s Call Committee has 
been meeting to outline and facilitate a process for filling the vacancy 
created by Pastor Miller’s departure as well as for seeking an additional 
pastor for our congregation.  

With the blessing and direction of our Board of Directors, the Call 
Committee is preparing to seek a seminary graduate to fill one of the 
positions.  The process for doing so would include a series of interviews 
by Pastor Hricko and the committee.  If St. Andrew did receive a new 
graduate from the class of 2019, that person would not arrive until 
sometime next summer.  In the meantime, the Call Committee will also 
be looking at possibilities for calling an experienced pastor who would 
support our congregation’s mission, vision and values.

Any call issued to either a new seminary graduate or an experienced 
pastor would be extended by vote of the members of St. Andrew.  Until 
then, questions about our Call process may be directed to Stan or Pastor 
Hricko.
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Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?
Contact Carol Petzold 

at 301-871-7413 
or petzold37@gmail.com

Social Ministry
Thanksgiving 

Food Drive
November 18 - 26

Thanksgiving is a time of special 
gratitude for God’s many blessings.  
Share from your bounty this season!

At worship services on November 
18-19, November 25-26, and on 
Thanksgiving Eve we will be collecting 
non-perishables to help fill boxes 
for distribution by Lutheran Mission 
Society (LMS)  to help needy families 
this Christmas. 

Requested items include: instant 
stuffing, instant potatoes (mashed, 
sweet, scalloped, au gratin, etc in box 
or pouch), canned green vegetables, 
canned fruit, gravy, and cranberry 
sauce for the holiday meal, plus 
supplemental food items such as 
canned tuna, chicken, salmon, soups,  
stews, pasta with meat, dessert 
mixes, peanut butter & jelly, pasta & 
sauce, cereal, pancake mix & syrup.  
Select healthy choices when possible.  
Holiday boxes will contain food to feed 
a family for two days.

The Lord’s Truck:
Drivers Always 

Needed! 
Drivers are needed to pick up excess 
food from local grocers around 8-10 
am and deliver to nearby shelters 
before noon. Regular route and 
substitute drivers are always needed, 
even for a single day! To get details 
and express interest, contact Roger 
Caldow at roger.caldow@verizon.net 
or 301-774-2570.

Lutheran Mission Society
“Thrift Shop” Collection

Sunday, November 25
De-clutter before the holidays! Gently used clothing, 
household items and small furniture items are always needed 
for distribution at LMS Compassion Centers.  Pack breakables 
carefully in boxes to avoid damage on the truck! Pickup is 
available for 3 or more large furniture items. Contact LMS at 410-636-0123 to 
make pickup arrangements or request a receipt for your donations. NOTE: No 
pickup in December due to the holidays. The next collection will be January 27.  

C-4 Christmas “Toy Closet” 
Donations & Helpers Needed

Each December, the Colesville Council of Community Congregations (C-4) hosts a 
pre-Christmas Toy Closet where parents with limited resources can select toys as 
gifts for their children. You can help by donating new or very gently used toys for 
children ages 12 and under. Popular items include Legos, sports balls, electronic 
games, Barbies and baby dolls. Bring your unwrapped donations by December 9 
to the marked box in the Coat Room. Cash and checks are also welcome! Label 
your check and envelope with C-4 Toys. 

Volunteers are needed to help organize the toys on Friday evening, December 
14 at 6 pm at the Clothes Closet, 14015 New Hampshire Ave. Volunteers are also 
needed on Saturday, December 15 starting at 8:30 am to help parents select the 
perfect gifts to delight their children. It’s a blessing to see!  Contact Carol Petzold 
at petzold37@gmail.com to coordinate the time you can help serve.  

Get Ready!
The Snowmen are Coming!

Early in November we will receive our supply of snowman 
ornaments from Linkages to Learning containing names of 
needy children in a nearby school cluster along with each 
child’s wish list of three holiday gifts of up to $25 each. Stop 
by the table in the Commons for details and instructions. 
All gifts must be left unwrapped but labeled, and brought to 

church no later than November 25-26. Help make Christmas merrier for needy 
families who will feel Christ’s love through our generous donations. Remember, 
your gifts may be the only ones under the tree for these children who need 
so much! Questions? Contact Janet Burton at Janet.Burton704@gmail.com or 
301-680-7943, or Kay Caviness at kaziec@aol.com or 301-622-0898.
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&Health Wellness

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

Surely He has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases;
 yet we accounted Him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 

But He was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon Him was 
the punishment that made us whole, and by His wounds we are healed.  Isaiah 53: 4-5

Daily Safety Calls for Seniors
Now Available

Do you know a senior who lives alone, and could use a 
daily call to “check in” for safety purposes? Or maybe you 
fit that bill? The Maryland Senior Call Check pilot program 
has begun, and it’s for you! To register, call 800-243-3425, 
or visit www.aging.maryland.gov. Seniors must submit 
name, date of birth, and provide a one hour block of time 
preferred for the call. The check-in calls will be made daily 
and, if no response after three attempts, the service will 
alert a designated family or friend. All seniors are eligible.  
Spread the word to those who might need to know.

A Wise & Compassionate 
Response to Panhandling

Do you regularly encounter folks begging or panhandling 
on the street? It’s a widespread practice, but it can be 
dangerous, especially at busy intersections. The County  
discourages the distribution of money and has provided 
an excellent alternative resource that you can easily carry 
with you or keep in your car to share with those who 
approach.  It’s a bright yellow fold-out, business card 
-sized, entitled “If You Need Shelter...” that lists available 
resources for folks needing financial, housing and food 
assistance.  Pick up some from our supply on the table in 
the Coat Room and share them with words like, “You don’t 
have to be out here doing this. Help is available for you.”  It 
is much more helpful than giving a little money, as it offers 
the opportunity for long term assistance by those who are 
trained to help.

November 18, 12:30 - 3:30 pm
In an emergency, could you give CPR to someone in 
need?  CPR is a basic skill that everyone should know. 
Recommended techniques have changed in recent years. 
Come for the first time or get a refresher. The cost of the 
course is only $35, thanks to a generous Thrivent Grant. 
Enrollment is limited to 8 people.  To secure your space,  
submit a check to Marilee in the office by Wednesday, 
November 14.  Take a few hours to get this important 
training. You never know when it might help you save a 
life! 

Health & Wellness ... by the Numbers
Many are blessed and served through the work of our Health & Wellness staff 
and volunteers.  For example, in September ... 10 were certifed in CPR, 20  had 
blood pressure screening, 89 received flu shots, and 13 units of blood were 
donated.  In October ... 9 families participated in our NAMI Mental Health 
parent support group, 30 received a healing blessing in worship, and 35 
donated and/or received medical equipment and supplies.  Thanks to all who 
help keep our faith family and community healthy in mind, body, and spirit! 
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PRESCHOOL news

Questions? 
Contact Preschool & Children’s 
Ministry Director LiaMai Puskar 

at 301-384-2660 or 
lcsapreschool@yahoo.com.

Jesus said, 
“Let the little children come to me and 

do  not stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven 
belongs to such as these.”  Matthew 19:14

We’ve been blessed with  great attendance at Kingdom Kids this fall.  We have 
a wonderful program that keeps the kids coming back for more, and we are 
thankful!  Thanks to the many volunteers who teach and assist each week, and 
to all parents who make the effort to get their children to opening at 9:30 each 
Sunday.  We always begin with a short, funny video that gets everyone chuckling 
but also highlights the lesson of the day in a very creative way. We then break 
into  groups, with activities tailored by age that the children really enjoy. It’s fun, 
it’s funny ... but it’s always about teaching our kids the lessons and Bible truths 
that will make them strong in Christ and take them through the week (and a 
lifetime) ahead! Parents, if your kids haven’t tried KK yet, now’s the time!  See 
you next Sunday! 

Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor 
with God and man.  Luke 2:52

children’S Ministry

Crisp air and crunching leaves are a perfect match for
 autumn fun at St. Andrew’s Preschool!

 
November always includes our Annual Thanksgiving Feast, to be held on 
Monday, November 19. The children dress as Pilgrims and Native Americans 
and gather with their families to share a delicious pre-Thanksgiving meal and 
to thank the Lord for their bounty of blessings. It’s a time honored Preschool 
tradition that is always a blessing to staff and families alike.
 
We are thrilled and thankful that the Preschool is at 100% enrollment this 
year! We appreciate your good words about our program to friends and 
family, and we ask for your continued prayers. 

Thanksgiving blessings to you and yours from all of us at the Preschool!

Children’s 
Christmas
 Pageant

Preparations are now underway for 
“The Christmas Special,” an original 
play written and directed by St. 
Andrew member Allison Fuentes. This 
charming work will be performed on 
Sunday, December 16 at the 11 am 
worship service. Save the date to come 
and support all the children and adults 
who will be working hard in the weeks 
ahead to make it a grand success! 
Come to Kingdom Kids to learn more 
and get your child involved.
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Our High School Youth Group is attending 
the National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in July 2019! 

We need your help to get us there …

 

Saturday, November 10
Do you have a “to do” list that just keeps getting longer? 

What could you cross off that list if you had a team of young, strong 
teenagers at your “beck and call” for two hours? 

We’d like to help you find out. 

Rake Leaves • Paint a Room ð Babysit • Move Stuff 
Organize • Haul • Clean... and yes, we do WINDOWS!

We aren’t choosy. Be creative! Reserve your two–hour slot now and we will 
descend upon your home like a plague of locusts … very helpful locusts!

Your generous donation will be 
very much appreciated!

Sign up online or pick up a form in the Commons. 
Questions? Contact Riki Schoppert, Director of Student Ministries at 

rikischoppert@gmail.com or 301-585-6183.

RENT - SOME - TEENS

SALTeen News
Time & Talent 
Silent Auction

 and Lunch

Sunday
December 2 

9:00 am — 1:00 pm 
Great Room

To Benefit 
St. Andrew Youth

Bid on unique offerings for yourself 
or as gifts for family & friends! A 
delectable lunch will be prepared 
by St. Andrew “foodies” Stan 
Jackson & Mario Taramona.

Lunch: $10 per person 
 

WE NEED YOU
to make this a 

great fundraiser! 
Donation ideas: 

Week or weekend at a vacation 
home; boat ride; gourmet meal; 
favorite dessert; special wine or 
beer; unique tour guided by you; 
sports, music, computer or any kind 
of lessons; babysitting; tutoring; 
house cleaning; handyman 
services; painting a room; yard 
work; theme baskets; gift cards; 
performance tickets. 

You name it, someone wants it! 
Ask local businesses to donate 
to the cause. Different idea? Just 
ask! Please email your donation 
description, estimated value, 
and other pertinent details to 
rikischoppert@gmail.com. 
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CHURCH Happenings

Senior Adult Fellowship events
All Are Welcome!

Tuesday, November 6 at 11 am - A fascinating talk about DNA, genomics, and 
genetics in medicine today by Dr. Kimberly Jacoby Morris, doctoral fellow at 
National Institutes of Health. The discussion will be followed by lunch brought 
in from Mamma Lucia’s. No cost for lunch this time! The food will be covered by 
Above & Beyond donations to Senior Fellowship. Please RSVP ASAP!

Tuesday, December 4 at 4 pm - Depart church for dinner at Nova Europa, 
followed by a drive to see the “Winter Lights” holiday display at Seneca Creek 
Park, Gaithersburg.  Watch for details and sign up coming soon!  Questions? 
Contact Jeanette Schuder at 301-879-5950.

Turn back your clock 
one hour on  

Sunday, November 4 

Let each generation tell its children 
of your mighty acts; 

let them proclaim your power. 
Psalm 145:4

LWML District Convention Report
“Our Journey With the Lord”

Chespeake District President (and St. Andrew member) Edi Collis convened this 
fall’s convention, held in Richmond, VA from September 21-23 for 140 attendees 
including fellow members Karen Matthiesen, Claudia Jacobson and Deb Poese.  
Pastoral Counselor Rev. Dr. John Johnson opened the convention on Friday as 
proclaimer and Bible study leader, and Southeastern District President John 
Denninger was proclaimer for Sunday’s closing worship. Keynote speaker Linda 
Arnold of the Women’s Leadership Institute, Concordia University-Wisconsin 
spoke about Jesus the great healer and bearer of our scars. New officers were 
elected, and 12 mission grants were selected totaling $54,000.  Gifts from the 
Heart and Servant events benefited a variety of missions and ministries. A 
blessed time was had by all! 

Don’t forget to support the new mission grants by “feeding” the Mite Box at 
the Welcome Center with your spare change, dollars and checks.  Every penny 
counts!  Questions? Contact Edi Collis at edithcollis@hotmail.com.

Visits Bring Joy
Audrey Luken and Renee Reda 
share a smile during a recent 
care visit. Do you want to bring a 
smile to someone’s face, and leave 
with a smile on your face and a 
heart full of gratitude?  Contact 
Faith Community Nurse Marilee 
Tollefson in the office to find out 
how you can connect and serve as 
a visitor to  someone who is waiting 
for you! 
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All welcome! Spread the word - invite friends!

Men of God
"Meant for More"

Saturday, November 10
9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Men are called to play many roles in today's world. How can we fulfill God's purposes 
and be all that we are called to be for those around us, and for Christ?

Do you ever get the restless feeling that God is calling you to MORE?
Empowered by the Spirit, we can answer that call.

Let's talk about how.

Wellspring Men's Conference 2018
A day of powerful insights and practical advice.

Guest Speaker:
Rev. Dr. John Nunes

President
Concordia College

Bronxville, New York

Featuring a variety of breakouts
on men's roles and issues in ...

+ Relationships
+ Finances

+ Servant Leadership
+ Race

+ Gender
+ Current Events

 Get details and register TODAY at wellspringweb.org. 
Hurry! Online Registration Closes November 6.  

Group Discounts Still Available! 
Wellspring Center

at The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew

15300 New Hampshire Avenue 

Silver Spring, MD 20905

301-384-4394

wellspringweb.org
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Many Thanks...
Dear Friends,
I can never thank you enough for the 
special gifts that I’ve received from 
the Creative Spirits Ministry. You’ve 
gone above and beyond and I’m truly 
touched. 
Sincerely,
Dorothy Graham

Dear St. Andrew Friends,
Thank you to all at St. Andrew who 
sent cards and prayers while I was 
recovering from my horseback riding 
accident. Thank you for the candle 
and beautiful prayer shawl. I felt so 
loved and supported by your ministry. 
May God bless you all!
Sincerely,
Diane Gubisch

Dear Friends,
Creative Spirits Ministry does touch 
the spirit with unexpected gifts! One 
of those gifts was given to me and 
brought me great joy. Thank you!
Love in Christ,
Marian Lewis

Dear Friends, 
Thank you for the beautiful prayer 
shawl and candle. The shawl kept me 
warm in the cold hospital room. Thank 
you also for the thoughts and prayers. 
I definately felt them! 
Love,
Alynn Kruse

Dear St. Andrew Friends,
How can we adequately express our 
gratitude for all the dear and precious 
folks at St. Andrew who have loved 
my dad and our entire family over 
the years? We all appreciate how 
welcoming and loving you have been 
toward each of us, and specifically 
your gentle words of support and 
encouragement through my dad’s 
recent hospitalization and then  his 
passing. The service was beautiful. 
Pastor Carlson did a wonderful job. 
The church was such a blessing in our 
dad’s life.
Love,
MaryAnn & Jay Gaver 
and the Pechnik Family

Dear Friends at St. Andrew, 
Thank you for the medical 
equpment. It gives me greater 
mobility and enables me to be more 
active. My donation to your ministry 
serves as an expression of my 
appreciation. 
Sincerely,
Ralph Byrd

I WILL GIVE 
THANKS

to the Lord with 
my whole heart

Psalm 9:1

Dear Friends, 
We have been touched by your 
generosity. Thank you so much for 
the delicious meal from Helping 
Hands. It was definitely a Godsend.
Sincerely, 
Victor & Mimi McNeel

A group of St. Andrew “pilgrims” followed the “Footsteps of St. Paul” in Greece 
and Turkey during October.  This photo was taken at Meteora in the mountains 
of central Greece.  In the backdrop is a 12th century monastery, one of six such 
structures that are perched high on breathtaking rock formations in that region. 
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If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error, 
please contact the church office at 301-384-4394 or office@mystandrew.org. Thank you.

15300 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20905

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday at
8:00 & 9:30 am – Traditional
11:00 am – Contemporary Praise
Monday at 7:00 pm

Church 301-384-4394 
Preschool 301-384-2660
office@mystandrew.org
www.mystandrew.org
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