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St. Andrew’s news
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

 ` Christmas Worship Schedule

 ` Advent Jazz Vespers

 ` Children’s Christmas Pageant

 ` Purchase Your Poinsettas

 ` Above & Beyond 2019 Catalog

 ` Member’s Meeting

 ` Call Committee Update

 ` Financial Education News

As one year comes to an end for the world, a new year begins in the life of the 
church with our entrance into the season of Advent and our spiritual journey to 
another celebration of our Savior’s birth.  In the midst of all that might keep you 
busy throughout the month of December, I encourage you to make worship the 
center of this holy season, and invite someone in your life to join us in praise, 
share the warmth of our relationships, and experience the message that changes 
hearts forever.

I also want to give thanks to our Lord and to you for a remarkable year of blessing 
as 2018 draws to a close.  This was the year in which a service in the Amharic 
language was added to our weekly worship schedule.  Community building Bible 
studies were launched in Howard County that will continue in the new year.  
Crowds of children participated in Vacation Bible School, the Back-to-School 
Bash, and Trunk-or-Treat.  I heard your cries for more parking during November 
alone and at other times throughout the year.  And we welcomed children of all 
ages to God’s house virtually every day of every week all year long for worship, 
study, fellowship, and service.

2018 was also a year of transitions in our church family.  We gave thanks at the 
retirement of our longtime Organist/Choirmaster and celebrated the arrival of 
a new Minister of Music.  We welcomed our Director of Ministries back after a 
health crisis resulted in his extended absence from life and ministry among us.  
We sent an Associate Pastor off with our blessing and launched a process for 
seeking new servants to come and join our spiritual adventure.

As we cross the threshold into another year of life at St. Andrew, there will be 
new challenges to tackle, new people to welcome, and new opportunities to 
embrace.  In addition to initiatives that are already underway, there are others 
brewing around and among us. Continued on page 2
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Paul Lobien, Vice-Chair, 301-738-3393
Kim Bolton, 301-871-2192
Diane Brode, 240-389-1152
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Advent 
Movie Night
Sunday, December 2

5:00 pm 
Movie, Crafts & Pizza 

Fun for the whole family!

  

Jazz Vespers
Advent Wednesdays 
December 5, 12 & 19

(Extra)ordinary
How God Uses Ordinary People 

to  do Extraordinary Things

Dinner at 6 pm 
Worship at 7 pm

My prayer is that, as we come together for Jazz Vespers, the Children’s Christmas 
Pageant, and numerous other beautiful and glorious worship opportunities 
available to us throughout the month of December, that we will look back and 
give thanks.  And then, we’ll look forward as we cross the threshold into a new 
Advent, as excited as ever about the difference Bethlehem’s Child makes in 
life, ministry, relationships, and a future that by grace will be as bright as the 
promises of God.

With heartfelt gratitude and love in Christ, I look forward to meeting you at 
worship, celebrating Christmas again, and then serving with you as we give 
thanks that God is with us. Let’s make His loving presence known to the world 
around us in the year of our Lord 2019.

In Christ, your brother,

Pastor Hricko
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Monday, December 24

4:00, 6:00, 8:00 & 10:00 pm
4, 8 & 10 pm: Festival Worship with Brass, Choir & Bells

6 pm: Christmas Carols & Contemporary Praise
Children’s Message at 4 & 6 pm

Holy Communion at 10 pm

Christmas Day Worship
Tuesday, December 25

10:00 am
With Holy Communion

  Feeling blue this season?
Blue Christmas Service

Sunday, December 16
3:30 pm

  Scripture, Prayer & Song
 in a peaceful, contemplative setting 

for those who struggle to find joy 
at the holidays.

Central Maryland Chorale
Messiah 

Sing-Along 
Sunday, December 9

 4:00 pm
Admission: $10

Musical scores available: $1



4

December 2018 Volume 69 Issue 12

                     Social Ministry

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

EMEAN Collection
January 13 & 14

Support the Eastern Montgomery 
Emergency Assistance Network 
(EMEAN) with funds to provide 
one-time help for rent, utilities and 
prescription meds for folks in need.  

Thanks!
 … to all for your generous help throughout the year in providing food, school 
supplies, uniforms, household items, toys, cleaning supplies, funding, and so 
much more for our neighbors who are less fortunate. Thanks also for your 
generosity of time and efforts to support the many projects and opportunities 
placed before you in this newsletter and in the bulletin.  You have been God’s 
hands in this community.

 … to all who selected snowman lists and purchased gifts for needy children 
in our community.  Your generosity will truly bless these families with the love 
of Christ on Christmas morning!  Special thanks to Kay Caviness and Janet 
Burton for coordinating the project.

Call for 2019 Calendars 
and More!

Gather up those extra calendars, note 
pads and greeting cards around your 
house and bring them to the marked 
boxes in the Coat Room. These items 
will bless homeless, low-income, 
and immigrant neighbors. Several 
hundred cards were recently sent to a 
ministry organization for distribution 
to immigrant detainees, and they were 
received with gratitude. Your extras 
will become someone else’s treasure!

Planning Ahead ...
C-4 Clothes Closet

January is St. Andrew’s month to 
provide volunteers to separate and 
hang clothing on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Friday mornings. Sign up at 
the Welcome Center.  Even an hour 
of your time is a precious gift! The 
C-4 Center is located at 14015 New 
Hampshire Avenue, just south of the 
ICC.

Social Ministry Team Meeting - Monday, January 21 @ 9:30am 
All are welcome! Bring your input and ideas. Even if you can’t attend, share 

your thoughts with Carol Petzold ahead of time by phone or email. 

C-4 Christmas Toy Collection
 There’s Still Time!

During December, the Colesville Council of 
Community Congregations (C-4) will host the annual 
Christmas Toy Closet, where parents with limited 
resources select toys as gifts for their children. Bring 
new, unwrapped toys for children ages 12 & under to 
the marked box in the Coat Room by December 10. Cash 
and checks are also welcomed! Make checks payable to 
C-4, and place donation envelopes in the collection plate 
marked “C-4 Toys.”

Disaster Response
Hurricane season has passed, but 
wildfires are raging. Destruction 
is widespread and there is much 
cleanup and rebuilding to do.  Last 
month, the Social Ministry team 
gathered donations of cleaning 
supplies and relief items that 
were sent to some of the affected 
areas. Volunteers and funds are 
still needed, and more appeals 
will be forthcoming in the months 
ahead.  To learn about current 
efforts and ways to help, visit lcms.
org/how-we-serve/mercy/disaster-
response.

Manna Food Drive
Sunday, February 24

The truck is coming!  Watch for sales 
of non-perishables to help us beat 
our goal of 10,000 pounds for hungry 
people in our community!   
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Each one 
should use 

whatever gifts 
they have 
received 

to serve others, 
administering 
God’s grace

 in its 
various forms.    
1 Peter 4:10

The Lord’s Truck Delivers
The Lord’s Truck Ministry is always seeking drivers and helpers to transport a 
variety of items from those with excess to those in need.  Beyond the regular food 
and medical equipment transports that happen every week, special projects arise 
from time to time and TLT volunteers are always ready to answer the call! 

In September, almost 100 elderly were displaced when a DC retirement home 
went up in flames.   The DC government put them up in a hotel and gave them 
lunch with the mayor.  Shepherd’s Table donated “tons” of toiletries.  Silver Spring 
United Methodist Church and two Kensington consignment shops donated a large 
supply of clothing.  The recipients were so grateful, including one man who was 
thrilled to receive an electric razor in the process. In their time of stress and need, 
the elderly residents felt blessed. The Lord’s Truck delivered! 
 
When the Archdiocese of Washington closed a retirement home for nuns in 
Kensington last month, the sisters donated food from their kitchen to Shepherd’s 
Table, and it was shared with St. Andrew and Shofarel Ministries. The Lord’s Truck 
made three trips to move it all. It would have taken another trip to move the beer 
and wine, but the sisters decided to keep that for their farewell party. The Lord’s 
Truck delivered! 
 
Just before Halloween, Trader Joe’s donated 100 pumpkins to Shofarel Ministries.  
Rabbi Robert shared some with St. Andrew, and those were distributed among our 
preschool, C-4 and Hampshire Village. The Lord’s Truck delivered! 
 
Prayerfully consider getting involved in The Lord’s Truck Ministry. Drivers are always 
needed, including subs for a single day!  Contact TLT organizer Roger Caldow (301-
774-2570 or roger.caldow@verizon.net) for more information.  

Roger sums up The Lord’s Truck Ministry this way:  “The Lord provides, He just lets 
us deliver.” In the process, many blessings flow! 

craft Ministry
THANK YOU!

Thanks to all who helped and supported the fair on 
November 3.  This year’s event was dedicated to the 
memory of Ruby Behrens, longtime St. Andrew member 
and faithful crafter, who passed away at age 98 on October 
9.  Ruby must have been smiling down from heaven, as it 
was another great day featuring lots of shoppers, many 
new items and a special visit from Santa Claus!  Grateful 
thanks from all the crafters to everyone who showed their 
support by helping, shopping or both! 

Wednesday crafters will resume meeting in early January, 
with a focus on simple quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  
All are welcome to join the group at any time.  No skills 
required.  We will teach!  Questions? Contact Sue Scherer 
at 240-390-3969 or susan.quilts@comcast.net.



6

December 2018 Volume 69 Issue 12

Jesus said,
“Let the little children

 come to me and 
do  not stop them! 

For the Kingdom of Heaven 
belongs to such as these.” 

Matthew 19:14

children’S Ministry

The holiday season is here, and Preschoolers are sure 
to enjoy the special events that will be held just for 
them to celebrate the birth of Baby Jesus!

The month kicks off with an Advent celebration on 
December 3.  We’re hoping St. Nicholas will stop by 
with a few golden coins for our Preschoolers again this 
year.  

On Wednesday, December 5 at 11 am the children will 
enjoy a Christmas Show by Kay-Dee Puppets in Room 
118. Church members are welcome to bring their 
young children and grandchildren to join us for this 
special in-house field trip.

The Preschool Christmas Pageant will be held on 
Friday, December 14 at 11 am in the Sanctuary.  
All are welcome! 

From the Preschool staff, students and 
families to all of you - Merry Christmas!  

God bless us, everyone!  

The most wonderful time of the year has arrived, and Kingdom 
Kids will be enjoying every minute!

The month will be busy with preparations for our Christmas 
Pageant, “The Christmas Special,” to be presented at 11:00 
worship on Sunday, December 16. Written and directed by 
member Allison Fuentes, with assistance from Riki Schoppert, the 
production will feature Kingdom Kids from Kindergarten through 
grade 6, sharing their gifts and bringing a special message about 
the true meaning of Christmas.  

Please Note! Kingdom Kids Holiday Schedule:
 •   December 2 & 9 – Classes held as usual
 •   December 16 – Preparation for Pageant at 11:00 am
 •   December 23 – Christmas Party in Room 118
 •   December 30 – No class.  

Most importantly, all month long we’ll be celebrating God’s 
greatest gift, His Son, Jesus Christ!  Special thanks to all those 
who teach, assist, support and bring their children to learn about 
Jesus at Kingdom Kids!  Rest assured that the blessings will last a 
lifetime.  

PRESCHOOL

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com
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At the end of November, our Call Committee completed the first steps 
necessary for seeking/considering the call of a graduate from the 
Concordia Seminary-St. Louis Class of 2019.  As part of this process, 
prospective candidates will be interviewed by Pastor Hricko and the 
committee in early February.  If one or more candidates are found to 
be a suitable fit for St. Andrew’s ministry, confirmed members will 
be asked to issue a call to the seminary by congregational vote in 
mid-February.  

Issuing a Call to the seminary does not guarantee that St. Andrew 
will receive a newly assigned graduate to serve among us, since the 
final decisions are made by our denomination’s council of district 
presidents.  Calls will be issued to fourth year students next April 
and graduation will take place in May.  If we are indeed assigned a 
2019 graduate, we might expect to receive our new Associate Pastor 
following his ordination sometime next summer.

Our Call Committee is also seeking possible candidates from the 
field of currently serving pastors and will update the members of 
St. Andrew in the event that one or more is also found to be a God-
pleasing choice for our ministry. Questions and comments about our 
Call process may be addressed to Call Committee Chair Stan Jackson 
(sjackson3309@gmail.com) or to Pastor Hricko.

Christmas Eve 
Worship Note

St. Andrew holds worship on Christmas Eve 
at 4, 6, 8 and 10 pm. Each service offers 
unique blessings with respect to content 
and style. In recent years, the 4 pm service 

has had the largest 
attendance, typically 
filled to overflowing.  
If that service is your 
preference, be sure 
to come early and 
consider parking at the 
Muslim Community 
Center, two doors 
south on New 

Hampshire Avenue. Greeters and ushers will 
be available to assist, especially as seating fills.  

If you’d like a little more space and parking, 
consider trying a different service. You might 
love it just as much or even more!  Get all 
the details on holiday worship elsewhere in 
this newsletter. And whenever you come, 
bring friends and family. Let’s give God the 
glory on that holy night!

College “Campus” at St. Andrew
With the blessing of our Board of Directors, discussions are currently underway regarding the possibility of opening a 
Washington area site for the Center for Contextual Leadership of Concordia College-New York.  

This model for higher education would allow a small cohort of students to earn a degree 
from Concordia while studying locally, and gaining real world experience and leadership 
development through a variety of internships and mentoring relationships both in 
and beyond the church.  Acceptance into this unique academic program requires a 
commitment to support the mission of the church for five years upon graduation, either 

in a professional or volunteer capacity.  Funding for the program would come from grants and scholarships available 
through Concordia.

In addition to Concordia’s campus in Bronxville, New York, sites for the Center for Contextual Leadership are envisioned 
for Washington (St. Andrew) and Atlanta, Georgia.  Preliminary discussions have included Concordia President John 
Nunes, Vice President James Burkee, Florida-Georgia District President Greg Walton and Pastor Hricko.  An application 
for a development grant has been made with a church-related foundation for the purpose of fully designing the 
program for the Washington and Atlanta sites and for preparing a larger grant proposal that would fund the program 
for approximately five years.

In a report of the Chronicle of Higher Education, Concordia College-New York was named the 11th fastest growing 
private, nonprofit baccalaureate institution in the nation between 2006 and 2016.  The Center for Contextual 
Leadership is another step forward in its mission and educational ministry. Stay tuned for updates in the months 
ahead.

church Happenings
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Social Security News to Ponder
Once again, it’s that time of year. The weather is getting colder. The days are getting 
shorter. The busyness of the holidays is upon us. To top it all off, the government has 
announced the 2019 cost of living adjustment (COLA) for Social Security income.  It’s 
2.8%.  Merry Christmas!!

The increase, effective January 2019, is in line with estimates that the average salary 
increase in 2019 will be near 3%.  This COLA is the second highest in the past decade, 
which included three years of no increase at all.  The substantial “raise” will be 
helpful to retirees, but could also signal a rise in inflation, meaning that things may 
cost more.  

As you do your budget planning for 2019, give thanks for all God has given you and prayerfully consider how He may 
desire to use your resources in the coming year to help others in our community and through the ministry of our 
church.   Happy and blessed holidays! 

Dinner & Winter Lights
Tuesday, December 4

Start your celebration of this beautiful season with a lovely dinner followed 
by a drive to view the “Winter Lights” holiday display at Seneca Creek Park, 
featuring more than 450 illuminated displays and beautifully lit trees along 
a 3.5-mile drive. The bus will depart from church at 4:15 pm and stop for 
dinner at Nova Europa on the way. 

Sign up at the Welcome Center by Sunday, December 2 and pay $15 for the 
bus. Entrance fee to the park has been paid by the Senior Adult Fellowship 
Fund. Pay for dinner on your own. Questions? Contact Jeanette Schuder at 
301-879-5950.

Senior Adult Fellowship

Advent Bible Study
Sundays, December 9, 16 & 23

Contemplate the meaning of Advent through daily devotional readings and 
thoughtful Sunday morning discussion. Over three weeks, we will reflect on 
Christ’s future return and reign, Biblical prophecies of His first coming, and the 
amazing events surrounding His birth. 

Discussion begins December 9 in the Creative Arts Room, Lower Level. Daily 
readings begin on December 1. Don’t delay! Request your copy of the booklet 
today ($1.75 each) from Bill or Anne Harpster at harpster77@hotmail.com.

Financial Education Update
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A Special Note from 
Pastor Steve . . . 
Dear St. Andrew Friends,
In the midst of this whirlwind month, 
I want to say thank you to all of you. 
The past five years have quite literally 
flown by. It seems like just yesterday 
that Andrea and I were making our 
first visit, meeting new people, and 
preparing for a future that only God 
could know. And in the time since, 
it has been such a privilege to serve 
as one of your pastors, celebrate 
the good news of Christ, and walk in 
faith with all of you. I am so grateful 
for our partnership in ministry!

As you can probably imagine, the 
past few weeks have been a little bit 
of a blur. Getting our house on the 
market. Packing our things. Moving 
across the country. And in the midst 
of it all, finally being able to share 
our other exciting news - that Andrea 
and I are expecting!

We were looking forward to sharing 
this news in person before I received 
the Call to Messiah. And while we 
now have to tell you from a distance, 
we do so with the same gratitude 
and appreciation for the love and 
support that you have shown us over 
the years. And that’s why I am more 
grateful than ever that we never 
really say “goodbye” as Christians; 
we just say, “See you later.”

And so, as we continue this transition, 
know how much you mean to both 
of us, how blessed we’ve been by 
the time we shared, and how, in 
this season of thanksgiving, we 
remember and give thanks for all of 
you.
Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Steve Miller

In the case of inclement 
weather, please listen to 

WTOP radio (103.5FM) or 
visit wtopnews.com for info 
regarding the cancellation 

of worship.

Many Thanks!
Dear Friends,
Heartfelt thanks for your countless 
prayers, cards, calls, and loving 
gestures of support for me and my 
family. Throughout our sorrows and 
varied health issues, you generously 
offered assistance.  Prayers of 
gratitude go out to the Health & 
Wellness Team including Creative 
Spirits, Health Warriors, the Prayer 
Chain, and to each member of our 
church. God bless you. To God be the 
glory! 
Yours in Christ, 
Sandra Poyner

Dear Friends,
Thanks to all for prayers, cards 
and well wishes after my hip 
replacement surgery and during 
my slow recovery. And to anyone I 
visited when you had replacement 
or any surgery, and I did not take 
your pain or discomfort seriously 
enough, I apologize! I understand 
better now.
Pastor Ken Carlson

New Member 
Welcoming

Sunday, December 9
Christ calls us to the commitment 
of worship, fellowship and service 
in His name. If you have been 
worshiping and participating 
with us regularly and feel called 
to take the next step, we would 
be honored to welcome you 
“officially” into the St. Andrew 
family. Contact Barbara Wahlbrink 
ASAP in the church office or at 
bwahlbrink@mystandrew.org.

Members Meeting
Sunday, January 13

Lunch at 12:15 pm
Meeting at 1:00 pm

Get the Latest on … 
 � Call Process for Seeking   

      New Pastors
 � Howard County Mission   

      and Amharic Ministry
 � Financial Blessings,Challenges,   

      and Opportunities
 � New Partnership in Christian   

      Higher Education

Mark Your Calendar!   
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PoinSettiaS for 
chriStmaS

Do your part to make the St. Andrew sanctuary festive this holy season by 
ordering poinsettias. The plants will be displayed in the chancel area through 
Christmas morning, and then may be taken by the purchasers or will be donated 
to homebound members.  Poinsettias are available in red and white, in three 
sizes:

Order forms and payment envelopes 
are available at the Welcome Center 
in the Commons.  

Orders must be received by 
Friday, December 14.

-  Pixie Tabletop, with 1 bloom:     $8
-  7-inch Pot, with 8-12 blooms:  $16
-  10-inch Pot, with 20-24 blooms: $34





If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error, 
please contact the church office at 301-384-4394 or office@mystandrew.org. Thank you.

15300 New Hampshire Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20905

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday at
8:00 & 9:30 am – Traditional
11:00 am – Contemporary Praise
12:30 pm – Worship in Amharic
Monday at 7:00 pm

Church 301-384-4394 
Preschool 301-384-2660
office@mystandrew.org
www.mystandrew.org
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The LuTheran ChurCh of

ST. ANDREW

Celebrate the Gift of this
Holy Season

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Monday, December 24

4:00, 6:00, 8:00 & 10:00 pm
4, 8 & 10 pm: Festival Worship with Brass, Choir & Bells

6 pm: Christmas Carols & Contemporary Praise
Children’s Message at 4 pm and 6 pm

Holy Communion at 10 pm

Christmas Day Worship
Tuesday, December 25

10:00 am
With Holy Communion

New Year’s Eve Worship
Monday, December 31

7:00 pm 


