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St. Andrew’s news
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

 ` Common Ground Continues

 ` Trunk or Treat Fall Festival

 ` First Holy Communion Class

 ` Community Based Shelter Week

 ` Arts & Crafts Holiday Fair

 ` Creative Spirits Update

 ` Wellspring Men’s Conference

 ` Faith & Family Terps Football

I wish you all the blessings of Christ as we turn another page on the calendar and 
notice that there aren’t too many left in 2018.  But the time will be precious, as 
it always is, and I invite your prayers for the ministry we share in Him.

Specifically, I ask you to remember the children who will be baptized at St. Andrew 
this fall and children of all ages who gather around the scriptures in a variety of 
settings including a new one at the Linden Hall Community Center in Ellicott City.  
Add to that the children of Bethania Kids in India, whom we will lift up before 
the Lord and have the opportunity to support.  Kindly include those who are 
making the Faith Walk in preparation for uniting with our congregation before 
year’s end.  Finally, I invite your prayers for those who will be traveling with me 
to walk in the footsteps of St. Paul in Greece and Turkey, after which we’ll come 
to the end of October with another celebration of grace on Reformation Sunday.

I already know that there will be much more for which to pray and give thanks in 
another changing season of life that will come, as it always does, with its share 
of transitions, unexpected developments, and exciting new opportunities to see 
the work of God among us.  

Be sure to join your sisters and brothers at St. Andrew and invite your friends to 
join you in worshiping God every week and serving Him every day, that as we 
speak to the Lord in prayer and hear Him speak back to us in His word, we will 
grow up in Christ and bring His goodness and grace to every part of the world for 
which He died and rose again.

The Lord be with you+

In Christ, your brother,

Pastor Hricko
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Common  
Ground 

Wednesdays
Dinner at 6:00 pm

Informal Worship at 6:30 pm
Groups & Classes at 6:40 pm 

Closing at 7:45 pm
• Christianity’s Family Tree: 

Exploring Faith Traditions
• Faith & Healing
• Practical Stuff: Fraud 

Prevention, Sandwich 
Generation, Tax Wise Giving & 
Retirment Investing

• Messianic Insights: Jewish Life 
& History 

• Faith Walk 101 Membership 
Info Seminar

Details and registration 
available in the 

bulletin and online.

Church Workers 
Conference 

To Be Held at 
St. Andrew

The Fall Professional Church Workers 
Conference of the Southeastern 
District will be held at St. Andrew on 
October 15. 

Rev. Paul Mueller of Concordia 
University-Portland will serve as 
keynote speaker and will represent the 
Mission Training Center, which equips 
mission-hearted people for service in 
the church. 

Please pray for all participants, that 
the learning and fellowship will 
bless them and all those they serve.

Pastor  
Ken Carlson

Retires from LSS Board
On Sunday, September 30, St. Andrew 
celebrated Pastor Ken Carlson’s 20 
years of dedicated service on the Board 
of Directors of Lutheran Social Services 
of the National Capital Area. LSS/NCA’s 
CEO Christine Connell was on hand to 
offer her thanks and appreciation on 
behalf of the organization. 
 
Through the years, Pastor Carlson held 
a faithful passion for those served by 
LSS and, along with his fellow Board 
members, protected the long-term 
sustainability of the organization by 
ensuring that all gifts and programs 
were effectively managed to  most 
positively impact neighbors in need.In 
Ken’s own words, “I served on the Board 
of Lutheran Social Services because it is 
a way that Lutherans can join together 
to effectively live out our Lord’s call 
to love and serve our neighbor.” We 
give God the glory for Pastor Carlson’s 
long tenure at LSS/NCA, and pray that 
his generous example will be carried 
forward by those to whom he passes 
the baton of leadership and service. 
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  
  participate in Faith Walk 101 

Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

First Holy Communion Class
       Saturday, November 3
Does your child express an interest in or curiosity about 
Holy Communion? If so, he or she may be ready to learn 
more and prepare to partake in this Holy Sacrament. 
Children in grades 4–6 are eligible to participate in a one-
day First Holy Communion class on Saturday, November 

3 from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. The class is designed to instruct children in the 
historical origins, theology and practice of Holy Communion. Participants will 
be expected to do some homework in preparation for class, and complete an 
essay afterward based on the course of study. Upon completion of the class 
and requirements, participants will celebrate their First Holy Communion on 
Sunday, November 18 during the 11:00 worship service. To enroll, contact 
Pastor Steve in the church office or by email at smiller@mystandrew.org. Lunch 
will be provided; please indicate any food allergies.
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                     Social Ministry

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

Lutheran Mission Society
Compassion Place
Annual Fundraiser  

Join mission supporters to celebrate 
all God has done with a delicious 
dinner and silent auction. Visit 
compassionplace.org or call 410-
636-0123 to make reservations or 
offer an item for the silent auction. 
Want to carpool with a St. Andrew 
group?  Contact Carol Petzold to 
coordinate.

C-4 Clothes Closet
Clothing Donations 

Needed!
The need is great at this time for 
clothing for adults and kids, especially 
sizes 2T and 3T.  Drop donations 
anytime 24/7 through secure donation 
slots on the property. The C-4 Center is 
located very near the church at 14015 
New Hampshire Avenue, just south 
of the ICC. The donation slots are in 
2 locked sheds in the middle of the 
building accessible from the driveway 
on the south side.

Thanks
… to St. Andrew members and friends for generous cash donations during July 
to purchase school supplies in bulk.  C-4 distributed 750 backpacks filled to the 
brim that helped lots of very happy children get a great start this school year! 

… to the Sandy Spring Volunteer Fire Department for allowing Social Ministry 
to set up a table to benefit EMEAN at their September 15 Flea Market in the 
LCSA parking lot.  Extra  thanks to Walt Petzold for chairing the effort, and to 
volunteers who staffed the table. 

Lutheran Mission Society
“Thrift Shop” Collections

Sundays, Oct 28 & Nov 25
With cold weather coming, 
contributions of warm clothing 
including socks, sweaters, boots, hats, 
and mittens are all needed.  Children’s 
clothing is always in short supply.  
Small household items are also 
welcome.  Please pack fragile items 
carefully to avoid breakage on the 
truck.  Use boxes, newspaper and/or 
packing supplies as needed to ensure 
your donations stay safe and intact for 
others in need!  Please note - there 
will be NO collection in December due 
to the holidays. 

Social Ministry Team
Get Involved!

During September, the Social Ministry 
Team made exciting plans for the 
coming year to help neighbors in need 
with food, clothing and more. Want 
details? Have ideas? Willing to help? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson in the church 
office or Carol Petzold at 301-871-7413 
or petzold37@gmail.com.

   Looking Ahead to November ... 
  Linkages to Learning “SnowMan”Gift Drive
  Thankgiving Food Drive             C-4 Holiday Toy Drive

Community Based Shelter (CBS)
 October 21 – 27

For almost 30 years, St. Andrew has partnered with 
Interfaith Works to support CBS, a congregation- 
and community-supported program offering 
rehabilitative services to homeless women.  For 
a week in October, we serve meals and provide 
needed supplies.  Sign up sheets are in the 
Commons for breakfast, bag lunches, dinners, 
deliverers/servers, and a variety of supplies 
to support the shelter’s 32 residents.  Please 
be generous to support this effort!  For more 
information, contact Evelyn Doermann at 410-300-
1027 or emdoermann@gmail.com.

A Wider Circle
This local agency does important 
work in our community, collecting 
and distributing furniture and 
household items to individuals 
and families transitioning out of 
homelessness, or to those who 
are lacking life’s necessities. Most 
donated items leave the AWC 
warehouse and enter client homes 
within a few days. Drop offs are 
welcome 7 days a week at their 
Silver Spring location. Furniture 
pickups available for those who 
can wait. Call 301-608-3504 or 
email furnish@awidercircle.org 
to coordinate delivery or arrange 
pickup. Clients often need rope to 
tie down items for transport. If you 
have extra rope in your basement 
or shed, leave it in the Coat Room 
marked for AWC. 
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HealtH & Wellness

Each one 
should use 

whatever gifts 
they have 
received 

to serve others, 
administering 

God’s grace
 in its 

various forms.    

1 Peter 4:10

Creative Spirits
Serving as a Reflection of God’s Love

Creative Spirits Ministry has been described as a sweet, quiet little ministry. In fact, 
it is a powerful, prayerful ministry that carries the presence and love of God to 
others in the form of handcrafted gifts of the Spirit. 

Creative Spirits reflects St. Andrew’s core value of “care – serving as a reflection of 
God’s love” each time a gift is given. The giving and receiving of the gifts reminds 
both givers and receivers of God’s grace in their lives. The gifts are meant to bring 
spiritual comfort and hope to people who are in crisis and struggling. In truth, the 
Creative Spirits message of God’s love has touched and inspired souls near and far, 
and we have heard countless testimonies of this in the years since the ministry 
began in 2012. A man in New Mexico writes that his wife, who had lost her faith, 
now clings to her prayer shawl while going through cancer treatments. A woman in 
Northern Ireland, who suddenly lost her husband, keeps a framed Bible verse on 
her mantle. Two small children, ages 4 and 6, hug fleece blankets with a spiritual 
message, “Jesus  loves me,” sewn on to comfort them following their father’s death. 
A young woman takes her Creative Spirits tote bag to dialysis treatments.  These are 
all stories shared when the CS group meets. It’s about unexplainable reasons why a 
person is called to make a gift, then sometimes we realize after the gift was made, 
why the call came. God is in the middle of what we do... all the time.  

God is in the hearts of participants and in the midst of all the activities of this loving 
and prayer-inspired ministry. He guides the ministry in ways that remind all involved 
of His continued presence in their lives. To share a Creative Spirits gift free of charge 
with someone in your life, contact Faith Community Nurse Marilee Tollefson in the 
office. For more information about how you might serve God through this ministry, 
contact Sandi Goetsch at sandiz80@msn.com.

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com
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Jesus said,
“Let the little children

 come to me and 
do  not stop them! 

For the Kingdom of Heaven 
belongs to such as these.” 

Matthew 19:14

cHildren’S Ministry

God is good! St. Andrew Preschool is now 100% 
enrolled for 2018-2019. We are thrilled that the 
Spirit has led  86 children and their families to our 
school, and we pray that they will be blessed all year 
long by God’s love and the Good News of Jesus. 

Our October calendar is filled with a variety of 
activities, including school pictures on October 3 
& 4, provided by photographer and St. Andrew 
member Keith Watkins. National Fire Prevention 
Week will feature a visit from the Hillandale Fire 
Department including an exciting opportunity 
for children to tour their shiny red fire truck! The 
month would not be complete without a trip to the 
Pumpkin Patch for 3s & 4s, and a Pumpkin Patch 
activity on our grounds for the 2s. Finally, we’ll close 
October with our Annual Fall Festival on October 
26, and Halloween dress-up days on October 30 (2’s 
classes) and October 31 (3’s and 4’s classes).

All of us at Preschool wish all of you a 
blessed autumn!

Kingdom Kids is off and running, and it’s “the place to be” every Sunday 
morning for children age 3 through 6th grade. Children learn Bible 
stories and Gospel truths, enjoy fun activities and games, discover 
their worth in God’s eyes, and develop friendships that will keep them 
coming back for more.

Ages K-Grade 6 meet at 9:30 am in Multi-purpose Room 118.  After 
opening, they break into smaller groups by age for activities and 
discussion, then gather back in Room 118 for closing and parent pickup 
at 10:40 am. Pre-K Kids (ages 3-4) meet in Room 122 for the whole hour. 

If you haven’t tried Kingdom Kids, now is the time!  Bring your child any 
Sunday to check it out.  The lessons, values and friendships that begin 
at Kingdom Kids are priceless gifts that can last a lifetime! 

Parents, don’t let your child 
miss out on Kingdom Kids!

PRESCHOOL

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com
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craft Ministry 

Saturday, November 3
The weeks are passing quickly and it will soon be time to continue the almost-30-year tradition of St. Andrew’s fall 
craft fair.  Like last year, the fair will be held on the first Saturday of the month, November 3.  Mark your calendar 
– ready, set, go! Your holiday spirit starts here! 

Thanks to the talented crafters, artisans and chefs who have been hard at work creating delights for this year’s 
event. All are welcome to join the effort! Home crafters, please submit your completed projects as soon as possible, 
so they can be counted and priced.  Vintage treasures are needed for Grandma’s Attic, but only your best extras, 
please! No clothes or books. Small gift items for “Santa’s Workshop” (kids’ gift shopping) are also needed.  

Once again, teamwork makes the dream work! We will need many helpers before, during and after the fair to 
make it a success. Watch for signup sheets in the Commons, coming soon!  Most importantly,  share the news 
far and wide about our wonderful fair, filled with handmade arts, crafts, treats and treasures!  Invite friends and 
neighbors and post fliers in your community.  Calls, notes, emails, posts, tweets - any and all “grass-roots” publicity 
is welcome and encouraged! Let’s make this the biggest fair yet! 

Craft Questions? Contact Sue Scherer at 240-390-3969 or susan.quilts@comcast.net.

Fall Day in Frederick, Maryland
Tuesday, October 2

Let’s enjoy some fall foliage as we take a scenic drive to Frederick, Maryland, 
with a stop at the new Frederick County Visitor Center, followed by a driving 
tour of some historic landmarks, and lunch at the elegant Dutch’s Daughter 
Restaurant.  We’ll round out the day with a visit to Knills Farm Market in Mt. 
Airy on the way home. 
Sign up at the Welcome Center to reserve your space. We will depart from 
church at 9:30 am.  Cost of $15 will cover the bus including driver gratuity. 
Order and pay for lunch on your own at the restaurant.  Need a ride to 
church? Contact Marilee in the office.  Questions? Contact Jeanette Schuder 
at 301-879-5950. 

Senior Adult Fellowship
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  Faith & Family 
Terps Football 

Game
 Saturday, 

October 27
“Faith & Family” will be 
featured at the Terps vs. 
Illinois game in College Park. 
Game tickets for faith groups 
are $20 each. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance - buy 
yours today!

Search "Terps" from our 
website mystandrew.org to 
get the  link for tickets in 
Section 309, or buy tickets on 
your own. Last fall was fun! 
Let’s see if we can get a 
tailgate together again. Sign 
up at the Welcome Center or 
email office@mystandrew.org 
to express interest! Go Terps! 

Thanks...
Dear St. Andrew Friends,
We want to express our gratitude for 
the generous gifts, delicious meal 
and support after Lucy’s birth! We 
feel so fortunate to belong to such a 
caring and supportive community of 
people. The love of all our family and 
friends makes us feel God’s blessings 
every day!
Thank you again,
Sarah, Andrew, Emily & Lucy 
Mechior

Lutheran Women in Mission

“Feed the Mite Box”
God is at work through the LWML Mite Box Ministry, thanks to generous 
contributions from people like you! Over the summer, the LWML 
Chesapeake District was able to fund its last remaining grants for the 2016-
2018 biennium, including one of $5,000 to Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Services to purchase Spanish-language Bibles. In September, the 
District selected new projects to be funded in the 2018-2020 biennium. 
Your contributions of any size to the Mite Box at the Welcome Center will 
help make those plans a reality. No amount is too small!  

LWML National President Patti Ross shared that a program administered 
in Sioux City, Iowa distributes fortified rice/soy meals to feed hungry 
people at a cost of 13 cents per meal – so a quarter and a penny she 
found recently will feed two people! Don’t forget to “feed the Mite Box” 
regularly to help meet basic needs and share the “bread of life” with those 
who need so much in our communities and around the world. Questions? 
Contact Edi Collis at edithcollis@hotmail.com. 





If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error, 
please contact the church office at 301-384-4394 or office@mystandrew.org. Thank you.
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Important Events 
in the Life of 

Our Faith Family 

Community Based Shelter Week 
October 21-27 

Faith & Family Terps Football Game 
Saturday, October 27

Trunk or Treat Fall Festival 
Saturday, October 27

Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair 
Saturday, November 3

Wellspring Men’s Conference 
Saturday, November 10




