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St. Andrew’s

news

Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41
Our mission is to
demonstrate God’s love
by caring for all people
and helping them to
know and follow Jesus.
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`` Pastoral Call Process Beginning
`` Treasurer’s Report
`` July School Supplies Drive
`` Kingdom Kids Summer Session
`` Summer Bible Study
`` 2018-2019 Confirmation
`` Endowment Giving

Dear Friends,

In last month’s edition of St. Andrew’s News, I wrote about our Members
Meeting on June 3, which gave a large crowd of attendees an inside look at some
of the latest blessings and initiatives on the horizon for our congregation. One
that I didn’t mention in my letter, but that was introduced by Board of Directors
Chair, Glen Harvell, is the Calling of another full-time pastor to serve among us.
After considerable discussion, our leaders have determined that in order for
our flock to continue to grow in its mission as well as in its care for those who
are led to our church home, another shepherd will be needed to support our
pastoral ministry. That will be especially true as we begin regular Bible Studies
in Howard County this fall and begin to build relationships with those who meet
us on that part of our mission field. But it will also be true as our faith is lived
out and our passion for the Gospel renewed in Silver Spring and its surrounding
communities.
In fact, it occurred to me that there were more full-time pastors on St. Andrew’s
staff when I first arrived 21 years ago and our flock was considerably smaller
than it is today. While we were led to expand our staff in the following years with
others who offer specialized ministries such as youth and parish nursing, for
example, the time has once again come for an additional pastor to help respond
to the large and ever-growing number of spiritual needs and opportunities
before us.
That said, the process of calling a new pastor is often lengthy, and ours is just
getting underway. Our congregation’s team of Elders, chaired by Stan Jackson,
will serve as the core of our Call Committee and will be working in the coming
months to help us discover the additional pastor of God’s choosing for our life
together. In addition to Stan, we will be represented on the Call Committee by
Mandy Wingo, Duane Taylor, Jeanine Robb-McGrath, and Lynn Harty. Questions
and comments are welcomed and updates will be provided as our Call process
Continued on page 2

Welcoming
Pastor Million and
worshippers from
our new
Amharic Service
at the June 3
Members Meeting.
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begins. I also invite you to join me in prayer for the Spirit’s direction in every step
along the way.
From its earliest days, St. Andrew has been guided by God in its mission. You
have never been content to rest on a plateau or act like our work is done. And
so, it doesn’t surprise me that the months of summer will include several bold
steps forward in the journey of faith as God leads us again into a future filled
with promise. When the worshippers at our new Amharic Service arrived at our
Members Meeting on June 3rd, your joyful affirmation was, in the words of Glen
Harvell, more “thunderous than the rain that was pounding on the roof.” While
I don’t think I’ll ever forget that wonderful moment, it was one of many such
affirmations I’ve seen in you ever since I met you. For all of it I give thanks to
God and look forward to worshipping with you this summer and finding our true
refreshment in Christ as we keep “going” and doing His work together in the days
ahead.
The Lord be with you+

Howard County
Ministry Kickoff
St. Andrew will begin a
Tuesday Evening Bible Study
in Howard County
in September.

All Are Welcome!
Please Pray for the Effort
and Watch for Details,
Coming Soon.

Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko

2018 Board of Directors
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Mark A. Hricko, Pastor
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2018-2019
Confirmation
Begins After Labor Day
What is confirmation? If you didn’t go through
it, you may have no idea. For those who were
confirmed years ago, memories of confirmation
might include lots of study and memorization, followed by a time of questioning
by the congregation. In either case, today’s confirmation may surprise you. Yes,
we still study the Bible and Luther’s catechism. But mostly we talk about faith.
A key part of our program these days is learning to deal with real life and hard
questions that don’t have simple answers – questions like ...
•
•
•

Why do bad things happen to good people? Why do good things
happen to bad people?
Why do we pray? Are prayers really answered?
Am I bad because I have doubts? What do I do with those doubts?

Confirmands and teachers meet most Fridays during the school year from 78 pm and on Sundays from 9:30-10:30 am. Following Friday’s class, there are
often social or service activity organized by parents to build friendships among
the kids, and between kids, teachers and parents. There are also two weekend
retreats each year – one to kick off the program in September, and the other to
close out the year a few weeks prior to the Day of Confirmation. The culmination
of the program is Confirmation Weekend, when confirmands give testament to
their faith on Night of Witness and celebrate this important milestone of faith
with family and friends on Confirmation Sunday.
Confirmation is a two-year program, typically for 7th and 8th graders. However,
we have had older students and even adults complete the program over the
years. The program is not mandatory in the life of the church. It is voluntary for
those kids and families who are willing and ready to make the commitment. Yes,
it’s a commitment – but rest assured that the benefits will last a lifetime!
Enrollment for the 2018-2019 confirmation year begins in August, and teachers
will be on hand at a table in the Commons following worship throughout the
month to share information and answer questions. Contact Confirmation
Director Gary Fields at 301-661-8490 or gedfsbcrhs@gmail.com to learn how
your family can connect with our confirmation program so the kids in your life
can benefit from this priceless journey of faith.

Terps Football
Faith & Family Game
Saturday, October 27

The Maryland Terps will once again be highlighting “Faith & Family” this fall
at the Terps vs. Illinois game in College Park. Game tickets for faith groups
will be offered at a special rate of $25 each. Tickets must be purchased in
advance, and availability is limited. Last year we had a great turnout of St.
Andrew members. Let’s see if we can get a group (and a tailgate) together
again! Sign up at the Welcome Center in the Commons to express your
interest. Go Terps!
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP
God called us to be part of His
family for a reason – it’s hard
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew
community will meet you where
you are, and walk beside you to a
closer relationship with God.

Wondering how to unite
with St. Andrew?
Follow these easy steps…
•

Worship with us regularly!

•

Explore the ministry and
		 participate in Faith Walk 101
Information & Membership
Seminar. Led by our Pastors
and other ministry leaders,
these sessions offer the
opportunity to explore
the Lutheran faith, learn
more about our St. Andrew
community, and get to know
others who are on the same
path.

• If you wish to transfer your
membership from another
faith community, contact
the church office. We will be
pleased to assist by writing for
your transfer.
• If you are a new Christian,
speak with a Pastor about
receiving the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism.
If you are searching for answers
about God, your faith, or our St.
Andrew community, contact the
church office at 301-384-4394
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be
happy to talk with you to find the
answers you seek.
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Social Ministry
Help at the
C-4 Clothes Closet
Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday

In July, St. Andrew will once again be
collecting school supplies to give a
good start to students in the Linkages
to Learning program in two nearby
schools and those served by the
Lutheran Hispanic Mission. Please
bring donations to the marked box in
the Coat Room by July 31. Monetary
donations are also welcome by check
and online.
• Backpacks
• Soft Lunch Boxes
• #2 pencils
• Colored Pencils
• Pens
• Fine-line markers
• Highlighters
• Crayons
• Scissors
• Composition Books
• Loose Leaf Paper
• Spiral Notebooks
• Zip Pouches
• Rulers
• Glue Sticks (no Elmers)
• Erasers

Lutheran Mission Society

“Thrift Shop”Collections
Sundays July 22 & August 26

Gently used household goods, clothing
for all ages, toys and decorative
items are all welcome. Please pack
fragile donations carefully to avoid
breakage on the truck. Home pickup
is available for 3 or more furniture
items. Need a donation receipt?
See the Coat Room bulletin board
for LMS contact info. The first fall
collection date will be September 23.

We need you! July is a month when
St. Andrew offers special support to
the Colesville Council of Community
Congregations (C-4) Clothes Closet.
Sort and hang donated clothing from
9-11 am once a week or more, or
for whatever time you can spare.
No experience or special skills
necessary! C-4 is located at 14015
New Hampshire Avenue, just south
of St. Andrew near the ICC ramp.
Sign up at the Welcome Center.

Children’s Books
& Stuffed Toys

Spend one of these hot days indoors
cleaning closets, and set aside any
books you find for children and young
adults. Gather up those clean, new or
gently-used stuffed toys too. These
items will become cherished gifts for
children in need this Christmas. Label
your bag for C-4 and place it on the
shelf in Coat Room.

Thanks!

Over $600 was donated to buy school
supplies in bulk for C-4 families.
Thanks to your contributions and
those of other generous donors
around the community, more than
900 back packs will be distributed to
needy students in late August.

C-4 Grocery
Distribution

When the food pantry at St. Andrew
overflows with The Lord’s Truck
bounty, we share with clients at
the C-4 Center. Volunteer to take
tickets and hand out a bag to clients
to fill with food. All that’s needed
is a smile! Distribution is on random
dates so we are seeking folks who
can be on-call with a few days notice.
Contact Carol Petzold or Marilee
Tollefson to get on the list.

Social & Community Ministry
Questions or Ideas?
Contact Carol Petzold
at 301-871-7413
or petzold37@gmail.com
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Social Ministry
Planning Meeting

In September, the Social Ministry team
will discuss and develop our annual
plan and choose projects for the
coming 12 months. Input and ideas
are welcome! Email your thoughts to
petzold37@gmail.com.

Start Training Now!

5K Fun Run & Walk
to Benefit C-4
Monday, September 3

The Colesville Coalition of
Community Congregations (C-4)
will co-host a 5K to benefit their
organization and Gaithersburg
Help. We’ve supported C-4 with
school supplies, toys, food and
volunteers. Now, put your energy
to good use, too! If we register 10
participants, we can set up a table
display about our church on event
day. Get details and register at
mocointerfaith5k.org.

Health & Wellness
From Our Faith Community Nurse...

Are You Remembering Your Health this Su mmer?
Your Health and Wellness Team is available to support
your best self in body, mind and spirit!
Blood Pressure Screening will be offered on Sundays, July 15 & August 19
following all worship services.
Support Groups can offer hope and help:
- Caregiver Support Group will meet on Tuesday, July 24 at 1:00 and 7:00 pm
- Health Warriors Support Group for those living with chronic illness 		
will meet on on Tuesdays, July 10 and 24 at 10:30 am in the Prayer Room
- Parent Support for children with emotional and mental health issues (NAMI)
will meet on Thursday, July 19 at 7pm in the Prayer Room.
Visiting Care Teams for the homebound, including altar flower deliverers and
drivers, will also meet this summer. We invite you to join us if interested in
learning how we work. Call the Faith Community Nurse in the church office with
any questions, and to get dates and times of meetings.
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“Pray on every
occasion, as the
Spirit leads.
For this reason, keep
alert and never give up;
pray always for God’s
people.
Ephesians 6:18
Creative Spirits
Luncheon Meeting
in West Virginia
Saturday, August 18

Health Screenings for You or Someone You Love
On Saturday, July 14 from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm, attend the the American Diversity
Group Health and Wellness Fair with over 20 local doctors from different
fields for a variety of screenings for all ages, as well as medical advice and
recommendations on maintaining a healthy lifestyle. Held at Germantown Park
Community Center, 18400 Cinnamon Drive, Germantown, MD 20874.

Worried About Falls?
We all know someone who suffered a fall with dire results. If you are worried
about falls, learn how to reduce your risk and increase strength and balance
in a free 8-week class on Thursdays, July 12-August 30 from 10:30-12:30 pm.
Register at HolyCrossHealth.org or call 301-557-6000.

CPR Training Scheduled
September 16, 1-4 pm
CPR is a skill that everyone should
know. Recommended techniques
have changed in recent years. Come
for the first-time or get a refresher.
You never know when it might help
you save a life! Space is limited.
Contact Marilee in the office to
reserve your space.

Health & Wellness Questions?
Contact Marilee Tollefson
Faith Community Nurse
at 301-384-4394
or marileetollefson@gmail.com
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Summer is upon us! Join the
Creative Spirits team for our
annual summer gathering on
August 18 from 12 noon to
4:00 pm. This year, we will be
making our way to the beautiful
eastern panhandle of West
Virginia to the home of member
Jennifer Backus. We will be
enjoying a potluck lunch, a
short “meeting” to share stories
of how our gifts have touched
others, and good fellowship.
We will be organizing two
carpools: one from the church
and another from the Ellicott
City area. All are welcome!
RSVP no later than August 4 to
Jennifer Backus at 304-350-2754
or backus.jennifer@gmail.com for
address and directions. Hope to
see you there!
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Children’s Ministry

PRESCHOOL n ew s
Preparing and Enrolling for Fall

Although there’s no pitter-patter of small feet in the Preschool halls in these hot,
hazy days of summer, the work continues as we prepare for another wonderful
school year ahead.
Enrollment continues for the 2018-2019 school year, but space is limited. As of
this writing, the 4’s class is completely full. The 3’s class has two openings, and
the 2’s class has three openings. Don’t delay – register today! Tell friends and
neighbors about our faith-filled Preschool, where every child is cherished as a
precious and unique gift from God!

Compassion
International

St. Andrew
Comes Through Again!
Thanks to all who responded to St.
Andrew’s Compassion International
appeal in early June. Fifteen children
received new sponsors through
the commitment of members and
friends,
including
eight children from
Ethiopia. Thanks to
new and continuing
sponsors
for
bringing hope to
children in poverty
and
supporting
Christ’s mission around the world.
For those who may be feeling the call
to sponsorship or expanded support
for this important ministry, visit
compassion.com to learn more and
find the child who is waiting for you!
Questions? Contact Quentin Remein
at compassion@remein.net or 301421-1152.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Sunday, September 2
Backpack Blessing
Kingdom Kids Summer Session is
currently underway through August
26. All kids entering K-6th grade are
welcome for a summer adventure
where Bible stories and values are
shared in a relaxed, larger group
setting. Kids will have fun and build
friendships that can grow as the years
go by!
Pre-K class will take a summer break
and start up again in the fall.
Wee Worship will continue to meet all
summer during 11:00 am worship for
children ages 3-8.

Saturday, September 8
Back to school “bash”
on the Lawn

Sunday, September 9
1st Day of Class for Kingdom Kids
Questions?

Contact LiaMai Puskar
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
301-384-2660
lcsakids@yahoo.com
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Jesus grew in
wisdom and stature,
and in favor with
God and man.
Luke 2:52
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Church Happenings
LWML Mission Grants Update
On June 6, St. Andrew members Carol
Petzold and Edi Collis helped present
a check for $40,000 from the Lutheran
Women in Mission (LWML) to Daniel
Speckhard, President and CEO of
Lutheran World Relief (LWR). The
check was a partial payment toward
a mission grant of $80,000 to LWR’s
Quilt and Kit Shipping Fund. This
grant will help fund delivery of more
than 35,500 quilts annually to our
neighbors in need around the world.

Senior Adult Fellowship

R&B Music
& Picnic Lunch

Tuesday, July 10 at 11 am
All are welcome for some very special
music by Daryl David, an American
R&B musician, author, actor and
band leader who is also a faithfilled Christian. Daryl is known for
energetic boogie-woogie piano; he
has played with Chuck Berry, Jerry
Lee Lewis, B.B. King and many more!

Your contributions to the LWML Mite Box at the Welcome Center in the
Commons go towards the LWML mission grant goal of $2.075 million for 20172019. For more information about the Mite Box Ministry, contact Edi Collis at
edithcollis@hotmail.com.

Craft Ministry Update

Fall Craft Fair Scheduled for November 3
Mark your calendar now for the Annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair on Saturday,
November 3 from 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. In addition to our traditional favorites
– quilts, table linens, holiday items, baby items, pet items, children’s clothing,
stained glass, wood crafts, jams, savories, and fresh baked goods – this season
we will have some exciting new offerings from new crafters! Ideas and helpers
are always welcome. Contact Craft Ministry Chair Sue Scherer at 240-390-3969
or susan.quilts@comcast.net to make suggestions or get involved.

Meet in the Great Room for music
followed by a picnic style lunch
featuring fried chicken, potato salad
and all the trimmings. Cost of $7 per
person will cover your meal. Sign up
and pay at the Welcome Center by
July 8. Need a ride to church? Contact
Marilee in the office. Questions?
Contact Jeanette Schuder at 301-8795950.

Toby’s Dinner Theatre
Saturday, August 25

Summer Bible Study

Striving Towards Freedom:
Civil Rights Leaders & Their Christian Faith

Many of the most prominent figures in the civil rights movement drew their
motivation to fight for freedom and equality from their faith in Christ. Powered
by the belief that all men and women are children of God, they set forth to
ensure that justice, fair treatment, and equal opportunity were afforded to all.
Join Pastor Steve Miller and Howard Community College professor, Brian Martin
as they explore the significant role that Christianity played in this movement and
how it continues to resonate in our lives today. Meeting on Wednesdays, July 11,
18, and 25 at 8 pm in the Wellspring Center on the Lower Level.
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Join friends for a fun evening of
delicious food and entertainment at
Toby’s Dinner Theatre in Columbia
featuring the beloved, feel-good
musical, Mamma Mia! Cost is $61 per
ticket including dinner and tip. Reserve
your space today by signing up in the
Commons or contact Michelle Hintz at
mlhintz98@gmail.com. Hurry! Make
your plans BEFORE you go on vacation!
Reservations close July 29.
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Treasurer’s Corner

From St. Andrew’s Treasurer ...
Are you interested in knowing more about the financial position of our church? Have you ever examined the annual budget
presented for approval to all members at the end of each year? If so, this is the column for you … and here’s the latest:

Financial Update: For those of you that couldn’t attend our Member’s meeting on June 3rd, here’s a recap of the

financial information that was presented:

2017 Budget versus Actual Results

Contributions
Operating Expenses
Above & Beyond Contributions

2017 Budget

2017 Actuals

Variance

$1,573,000

$1,626,667

$53,667

$(1,651,300)

$(1,602,526)

$48,774

None Budgeted

$196,691

$196,691

We are grateful that your generous contributions last year exceeded our budget by over $53,000, and our actual expenses
were below budget by nearly $49,000! While we likely won’t be able to enjoy this financial outcome every year, rest
assured that the entire Finance Team at St. Andrew works diligently every day to ensure that every penny of your donations
is spent conservatively and in the best possible way to move forward God’s work in our church, community and global
missions.

Above & Beyond Funding: Our congregation continues to generously support the Above & Beyond (A&B) Gift

Program which has enabled us to complete many projects and fund missions that would not have been possible otherwise.
Our beautiful church home remains in “almost new” condition through regular maintenance, painting and cleaning that
we might otherwise have to forgo, if not for A&B funding. New lighting that brightens our Sanctuary, Commons and the
building exterior was all funded by your gifts to A&B. We continue to support our Monday Night worship, and recently
started a 5th weekly service in the Amharic language to help share God’s love with Ethiopians living in our region, all
through the generosity of A&B donors. Thank you so much for your support to these important initiatives.

Vacation Reminder: As many of us look forward to summer travels that may take us away from worship at St.

Andrew in the next month or two, prayerfully consider making arrangements to continue your regular contributions to St.
Andrew as you enjoy your time away. Keep in mind that most of our bills are fixed and must be paid each and every month.
Only by God’s grace, and with your regular financial gifts, can the good works of our ministries continue and grow. There
are a variety of easy ways to keep your giving going even while you are away. In addition to regularly scheduled or onetime Electronic Funds Transfer, you can even give by phone! Visit mystandrew.org and click GIVE to learn more.
I wish you all a wonderful summer and pray you continue to enjoy God’s many blessings as we serve Him together.

Bruce Winter, Treasurer
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Endowment Giving

A New Way to Leave A Lasting Legacy
Have you ever considered a legacy gift to The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew? A gift that will amplify the mission of
our church in perpetuity as our congregation continues to do great work, long after our time on earth is through?
This spring, the St. Andrew Board of Directors approved the creation of
the St. Andrew Endowment Fund and established a committee to manage
its gifts and the investment of those gifts. The goal of the Endowment is to
provide a means for gifts to honor and memorialize loved ones with greater
permanence and provide a legacy to the church on behalf of individuals,
families or organizations.
Gifts to the Endowment differ from other giving to St. Andrew because
these gifts will be kept in perpetuity, and only a fixed sustainable percentage
of the value of the Endowment will be available each year for distribution.
The Endowment is not intended to be used for normal budgeted expenses
but is meant to extend the mission of St. Andrew and provide a meaningful,
perpetual Christian legacy for future generations.
Endowment donors have a wide range of giving options from which to choose, including bequest or trust
distributions, life insurance proceeds, assignment of CDs, bonds and deposit accounts, beneficiary designation of
retirement accounts, and outright gifts of a variety of assets. Gifts of $25,000 or more may be designated for use
at the discretion of the donor, with concurrence from the committee. To learn more, pick up an Endowment Giving
brochure at the Information Center in the Commons or view it online at mystandrew.org/give.
The Endowment Committee is available to answer any questions you may have and assist as you consider your gift.
Email endowment@mystandrew.org or leave a message with the church office to get the conversation going!

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for the beautiful
prayer shawl and candle. The shawl
kept me warm in the cold hospital
room, and I definitely felt your
thoughts and prayers. I am getting
stronger every day.
Thanks again for your support,
Alynn Kouse

Dear Pastors & Friends,

Thank you for the prayers, visits and
cards we received during Marianne’s
long illness and recovery. Your
kindness and well wishes are very
much appreciated.
God Bless,
Marianne & Jim Solfonk
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Dear St. Andrew Family,

Many thanks for the cards and prayers
received during the recovery from my
fall. The flowers from church were
gorgeous and really lifted my spirits
every time I looked at them.
Love and blessings,
Joan Baxter

Dear Pastors & Friends,

There are no words to express my
gratitude for the cards, calls, flowers,
visits and most of all the prayers. They
surely got me through a rough period.
Thank God I am on the mend.
Thank you and God bless you all.
Eldra Simmons
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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11:00 am – Contemporary Praise
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If you would prefer to receive this newsletter electronically or are receiving this newsletter in error,
please contact the church office at 301-384-4394 or office@mystandrew.org. Thank you.

Kingdom KIds

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Sunday, September 2
Backpack Blessing

Saturday, September 8

Back to school “bash” on the Lawn - All Welcome!

Sunday, September 9

1st Day of Class for Kingdom Kids

