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St. Andrew’s news
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

Continued on page 2

For the past several weeks, our church 
family has been in prayer for two 
members of our ministry team.  

After undergoing emergency surgery 
in February, Greg Twombley, our Praise 
Team Leader and Director of Ministries, 
has been recovering, working from 
home, and preparing for a second 
surgery scheduled for the end of April.  
We give thanks with Greg for God’s 
provision in his life and look forward to 
his return to St. Andrew following his 
second round of recuperation.  In the 
midst of his down-time, I have been 
repeatedly uplifted by Greg’s faithful 
witness throughout this challenging 
chapter in his life.

A week before Palm Sunday, Rosemary 
Wasser, our Organist/Choirmaster, fell 
ill and was subsequently hospitalized 
for a number of ailments. Earlier this 
year and prior to her illness, Rosemary 
had announced her intention to retire 
in the fall, but because of the uncertain 
length of her needed medical care and 
recovery, she has now requested that 
her retirement take immediate effect.

During her years of service among us, 
Rosemary encouraged our praise and 
led our worship in times of joy, sorrow, 
transition, and ongoing spiritual 
nourishment. Our choir became her 
community and grew significantly 
under her leadership as she turned her 
back on you week after week to direct 
those who sing the Lord’s song for our 
hope and celebration.  Over the years, 
many guest musicians were introduced 
to the ministry of Christ at St. Andrew 
through her gregarious nature and 
clear invitation. As we give thanks 
for all the ways in which Rosemary 
has used her gifts and skills with such 
great excellence for the glory of God, 
we also join together in a bond of love 
and prayer for her recovery, so we can 
thank her properly very soon.

That brings me to one more person 
for whom I encourage you to pray. At 
its April meeting, St. Andrew’s Board 
of Directors issued a Call to Ruth 
Heilman to serve as our new Organist/
Choirmaster.  As many of you know, our 
relationship with Ruth began when she 
served as substitute organist during 
Rosemary’s absence last January, 
continued during Holy Week, and now 
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in this season of Easter, during which 
she is also directing our choir.  

Ruth is an experienced church 
musician, having served in a number 
of Lutheran churches and schools.  
She holds a degree in parish music 
along with several professional 
memberships in associations for 
Choral Directors and Music Educators.  
Ruth is also a teacher and Lutheran 
school principal, currently serving as 
Upper School Principal and Dean of 
the Faculty at Concordia Preparatory 
School in Towson. We give thanks 
that Ruth has prayerfully accepted her 
call to St. Andrew and following the 
closing of the current school year, she 
will conclude her ministry there and 
transition from interim to permanent 
Organist/Choirmaster at St. Andrew.

Please join me in giving thanks for the 
Spirit’s guidance in leading Ruth to 
this new chapter in her service to God 
and also praying for her in this time of 
farewell, welcome, and transition to 
our worshipping community, not to 
mention a very busy schedule!

I also invite you to praise God with 
me for our worship during Lent, Holy 
Week, and Easter, at our first service 
in the Amharic language which took 
place on Easter Sunday, and as we 
celebrated the 10th Anniversary of the 
Dedication of our church facilities at 
New Hampshire Avenue and Norwood 
Road on April 22.

Finally, allow me to encourage you to 
put Sunday, June 3 on your calendar, 
when a Members Luncheon Meeting 
will be held in the Great Room at 
12:15 p.m. Expect to receive updates 
about our worship and music ministry, 
the Amharic service, church staffing, 
finance, and plans resulting from the 
work of our Futures Task Force.  It 
should be an exciting, inspiring, and 
informative gathering, and I hope 
you’ll be a part of it.

May God bless and provide for those 
who have served among us in the past, 
those who will lead us into the future, 
all who make their spiritual home at St. 
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Andrew, and those we have yet to reach 
with the dynamic, life-changing Good 
News of our Risen Lord, who is with us 
in sickness and health, joy and sorrow, 
transitions and new beginnings, and in 
every changing season of life.

He is risen!

Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko
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CONFIRMATION 
Pentecost Sunday - May 20

After two years of dedicated study 
and faith formation, our second-year 
class will be confirmed on Pentecost 
Sunday, May 20 at 11:00 am worship. 
All are invited to support them and 
their families on this milestone in 
their faith journey by attending NIght 
of Witness on Friday, May 18 at 7:00 
pm and by celebrating with them on 
the day of confirmation.

ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

The most enduring symbol of the Protestant Reformation is a seal that Martin 
Luther himself designed to represent the theological foundation of his life and 
work. By the early 1520s, the seal began to appear on the title page of all Luther’s 
writings, and this is how the author explained its meaning:

First, there is a black cross in a heart that remains its natural color. This is 
to remind me that it is faith in the Crucified One that saves us. Anyone who 
believes from the heart will be justified (Romans 10:10). It is a black cross, 
which mortifies and causes pain, but it leaves the heart its natural color. It 
doesn’t destroy nature, that is to say, it does not kill us but keeps us alive, 
for the just shall live by faith in the Crucified One (Romans 1:17). The heart 
should stand in the middle of a white rose. This is to show that faith gives joy, 
comfort, and peace—it puts the believer into a white, joyous rose. Faith does 
not give peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27). This is why the rose 
must be white, not red. White is the color of the spirits and angels (Matthew 
28:3; John 20:12). This rose should stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that 
a joyful spirit and faith is a beginning 
of heavenly, future joy, which begins 
now, but is grasped in hope, not yet 
fully revealed. Around the field of 
blue is a golden ring to symbolize that 
blessedness in heaven lasts forever 
and has no end. Heavenly blessedness 
is exquisite, beyond all joy and better 
than any possessions, just as gold is 
the most valuable and precious metal.

In recognition of the 500th Anniversary of 
the Reformation and the 10th Anniversary 
of St. Andrew’s Dedication on New 
Hampshire Avenue, long-time member 
Greg Cook generously donated significant 
time and considerable talent to create 
Luther’s Seal as a beautiful work of art for 
the Commons.  Greg estimates that, over 8 months, he spent more than 250 
hours in the design and hand-crafting of the seal, including the use of 6 different 
species of wood and about 10 hours in the carving of each petal.  From the center, 
the woods used include the cross in black walnut, the heart in stained cherry, the 
petals in hard maple, the rose thorns in ash, the background in natural cherry 
and the border in red oak.  Heartfelt thanks to Greg for this precious and lasting 
gift.  To God be the glory! 

Luther Seal Adorns Commons

Central Maryland Chorale

Spring Concert 
 with the Montgomery Philharmonic

Sunday, May 20
4:00 pm

Featuring
Gabriel Fauré’s “Requiem”

& “American Songs”
by Aaron Copland 

Tickets $20 
Students/Seniors $15 
St. Andrew Sanctuary
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Social Ministry
Door Offering for 
School Supplies

May 6 & 7
Can you believe it’s time to think about 
school supplies?  Last August, over 800 
backpacks filled with age-appropriate 
supplies were distributed to school-
aged children at the C-4 Clothes Closet.  
Please be generous with this year’s 
door offering.  Supplies are ordered 
ahead in bulk to save costs to fill so 
many back packs. 

Lutheran Social Services
“Thrift Shop”Collections
Sundays, May 27 & June 24

Warmer weather brings a special need 
for children’s summer clothing, swim 
suits, towels and flipflops for camp 
experiences. Gently used household 
goods, clothing for all ages, toys and 
decorative items are all welcome on 
the 4th Sunday of each month.  Please 
pack fragile items carefully, in boxes if 
possible, to avoid breakage on the truck.  

Grocery Distribution
at C-4 Center

We continue to distribute food at the 
C-4 Clothes Closet weekly. If you can 
help on any Tuesday or Friday from 
9-11 am, please contact Carol Petzold 
to get on the schedule.  Have no fear! 
New volunteers are always paired with 
experienced helpers.

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

Lutheran Social Services 
Refugee Resettlement Report

A heartfelt “Thank You” from LSS for contributions from our 
congregation to help with resettlement of refugees.  A Thrivent 
Action Team was initiated for this project by Sue Zimmerman, 
and two car seats and a case of diapers were purchased with 
the associated Thrivent grant funds. And that was just the 
beginning!

The LSS coordinator initially wrote, “We have received the two car seats and the 
diapers! We’re so excited to give them to two refugee families right away. So 
happy to hear that you have even more items for us! Thanks so much for your 
support. ”

Beyond the Thrivent funds, many donations came in from members, friends  
and Senior Fit participants.  We also received Giant Food gift cards and a large 
amount of “Kohl’s Cash” that can be spent on needed household items.  Thanks 
to all who gave so generously to this project.

Have you received “Kohl’s Cash” on recent shopping trips? Please donate any you 
won’t use BEFORE the expiration date to help the social ministry team provide 
household items for those in need.  Place Kohl’s Kash in an envelope in Carol 
Petzold’s mailbox.  Thanks!

Once again St. Andrew will be 
partnering with Linkages to Learning 
to provide bags of groceries for needy 
families of students at Kemp Mill 
Elementary School.  Thirty bags of food 
will be packed and delivered to the 
school every other week from June to 
September.  Families pick up the bags 
at school or Linkages staff members 
deliver them when making home visits. 

As in previous years, these families 
have specific dietary needs and 
requests and we will be collecting 
ONLY items to meet those needs.  This 
year, we hope to simplify the process 
by specifying the quantity of each item 
needed. Watch for more details and 
shopping lists in the Commons and on 
our website in the weeks ahead. 

Monetary donations to support the 
program are also welcome.  Make 
checks payable to LCSA and note 
“Summer Food” on the envelope or on 

the memo line.  You may also donate 
online at mystandrew.org. Specify 
“Summer Food” in the OTHER blank on 
our secure payment page.

Please give generously! These 
groceries keep children healthy over 
the summer when school-related 
food programs are on hiatus, and the 
recipients are so grateful. 

Questions? Contact Margie Davis at 
jam4334@verizon.net or 301-384-
5869.  

Summer Food Program 
for Families in Need
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HealtH & Wellness

Care for Our  
Care Ministers

Did you notice the beautiful mugs 
filled with goodies above church mail 
boxes at Easter, and wish you had 
one, too? Those were special gifts for 
our care ministers, who visit and offer 
communion to homebound members 
throughout the year.  The project was 
the “brain child” of Craft Ministry 
Chair Sue Scherer, and the gifts were  
created in a workshop organized by 
Sue and Jeanne Steffan. Warmest 
thanks to those who helped with this 
wonderful project to remember those 
who share Christ’s love through their 
faithful ministry of caring. 

Do you feel God is calling you to visit 
those who are unable to worship 
with us, need companionship and a 
reminder that they remain part of our 
church family? Contact Marilee in the 
office to learn how you can help. 

Celebrate Mental Health 
May 6-7 

To kick off National Mental Health 
Month, on May 6-7 in all worship 
services St. Andrew will honor 
and celebrate the lives of people 
in our nation, our neighborhoods, 
our families and our church who 
live and thrive with mental health 
concerns. It is because Christ 
sought out the broken and hopeless 
that we can offer the gift of grace 
to those in need who enter our 
fellowship. Please invite neighbors,  
friends, and family members to join 
us for this special time of hope and 
praise to the Lord.  

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

Creative Spirits Ministry
Sharing Christ’s Love

Creative Spirits is a Health & Wellness ministry that offers participants the 
opportunity to share their God-given talents to create gifts of comfort and hope 
for those experiencing serious illness or other life crises. To learn more about this 
spiritual ministry and hear stories of how Creative Spirits is sharing Christ’s love   
to make a difference for those in need, join our next meeting on Saturday, May 
12 at 10:30 am in the Family Room. For more information, contact Sandi Goetsch 
at (301) 633-6568 or sandiz80@msn.com.  To select a Creative Spirits gift for 
your friend or  loved one, contact Faith Community Nurse, Marilee Tollefson, in 
the church office. All gifts are given free of charge. 

Senior Fellowship Visits Museum of the Bible  

May you experience the 
love of Christ ... and be filled 
with the fullness and power 
that comes from God alone. 

Ephesians 3:19
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PRESCHO L news

Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man.  Luke 2:52

cHildren’S Ministry

The school year is rapidly coming to a close, and our preschoolers are making the 
most of spring, now that it has FINALLY arrived. The crazy mix of April showers 
and snow is finally bringing May flowers and warm sunshine, and the children 
are ready for outdoor fun! 
 
We’re approaching our busy end of year, filled with lots of activities.  The school-
wide picnic will soon be here, followed by graduation festivities for the 4’s on 
Tuesday, May 22 in the Sanctuary. All are welcome to come enjoy the pomp and 
circumstance! 

Remember to register your potty-trained  3-5 year olds for our Summer Camp, 
which begins on Tuesday, May 28 and runs for 3 weeks through Friday, June 15. 
The themes this year are: “Vikings,” “Little Picassos,”  and “California Dreaming.” 
Summer camp  involves  water play, games, crafts, snacks and lots of fun infused 
with Bible lessons and stories all along the way! Get details and registration 
forms at mystandrew.org/preschool. 
 
Enrollment continues for the 2018-2019 school year. Classes are 89% full, so 
don’t delay — register today! Details and forms are available at mystandrew.
org/preschool.  Spread the word about our awesome school, where the main 
objective has remained the same for over 50 years:  to teach little ones their 
most important early lesson — that they are loved by God and precious in His 
sight ... always!  

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com

O

During the month of May, Kingdom 
Kids for K-6th graders will focus on 
“Honesty.” As always, this important 
lesson will be taught in a relatable, 
interactive way. 

Pre-K Kingdom Kids will focus on the 
lesson that Joseph learned so very 
long ago: God has a special plan for 
each of our lives. What a wonderful 
foundation for faith formation in the 
years ahead! 

Even as the school year winds down, 
there’s still time to get involved in 
the fun at Kingdom Kids.  Mom and 
Dad, wake up just a little earlier 
each Sunday to come at 9:30 and 
give your child the precious gift of 
Bible learning and plant the seeds of 
friendship among kids who can grow 
together in faith!   

Easter Egg Roll & Hunt
Better Than Ever! 

Thanks to all who helped make our 
annual egg roll another rollicking 
success!  It seemed we had more kids 
than ever, and lots of fun was had 
by all.  What a blessing to welcome 
so many from the neighborhood!  
Special thanks to Robyn Howland for 
organizing this great event and the 
Maundy Thursday Seder too. 
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June 25-29 
9:00 am – 12:15 pm

Ages 3 – 5th Grade

Hurry! "early Bird" 
deadline - May 1 

Register online at mystandrew.org. It’s 
$45 for the first child in a family, and $40 
for each additional child. Registration 
fees include one t-shirt and water 
bottle per child, plus one music CD or 
digital download per family. Sign-up 
and pay before May 1 to get a $10 
discount per child ($35/30).  Please 
note: kids must be potty-trained

Volunteer 
We need station leaders and assistants, 
crew leaders, registration assistants, 
decorating volunteers and more!. Even 
if you aren’t available for the whole 
week, help on the days you can. Sign 
up to help online – click the VBS link. 
Help NOW by completing a take-home 
craft kit found at the VBS display in the 
Commons.

get creative!  
Join the VBS Planning Team as we work 
to make our theme come to life. To get 
details and/or express interest, contact 
Marianne Lohr at mariannelcsa@
verizon.net. All are welcome! 

Pray ! 
For the ministry, the leaders, volunteers 
and all children who will participate. 

This year’s VBS will venture to an uncharted 
island where kids survive and thrive! Our 
crew will be anchored in the truth that 

 Jesus always carries us through life’s storms.

still looking for ... 
 � Old suitcases, foot lockers, and 
trunks - donate or loan!

 � Long cardboard tubes
 � Corrugated cardboard or 
corrugated packing materials

 � Cardboard
 � Wooden crates & pallets
 � Green fabric (any shade)
 � Stuffed parrots & monkeys
 � Restaurant crate boxes

Questions? ideas?
Contact Marianne Lohr at 

mariannelcsa@verizon.net 
or sign up online. 

All welcome! Teens, your help is 
eligible for service hours! 

VBS is a great opportunity to 
share God’s love and 

Good News with children and 
families in our community. 

Spread the word to 
neighbors and friends!

SHIPWRECKED VBS
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Church Happenings 
LWML Mission Grants Update

The Lutheran Women in Mission of the Chesapeake District recently paid two 
more mission grants – $4,000 to the Lutheran Bible Translators in Southern 
Africa and $4,000 to Grace Lutheran Church in LaPlata, MD to produce a video 
about their Prison Ministry for  PR  and training purposes. Praise the Lord! The 
District still hopes to fund four more grants totaling a little more than $14,000 
by the end of June. 

Your generous support  is appreciated through the coins, paper money, and 
checks placed in the Mite Box at the Welcome Center. For more information 
about the LWML Mite Ministry, contact Edi Collis at edithcollis@hotmail.com
.

Thank  You!

Senior Adult Fellowship
StormWatch & Potluck 
Tuesday, May 1 at 11 am

May is “Older Americans Month,” and 
the 2018 theme is “Engage at Every 
Age,” emphasizing that we are never 
too old (or too young) to take part 
in activities that can enrich physical, 
mental and emotional well-being.  On 
that theme, this month we’ll learn 
something new about the weather 
as we welcome a meteorologist from 
StormWatch7 to tell us how technology 
and forecasting go together, and we’ll 
take a peek inside the StormTrak7 truck.  
Afterward, we’ll enjoy an appetizer 
potluck. Bring a favorite snack to share. 
All are welcome, regardless of age! 
Sign up at the Welcome Center in the 
Commons or contact Jeanette Schuder 
at 301-879-5950. 

Dear Pastors and St. Andrew Family,
We are so appreciative of the many 
prayers, cards, visits and the prayer 
shawl for Jeanie during her most 
recent illness. You have been there 
for her through the years as she has 
battled MS and all the complications 
associated with it. For this, we thank 
you and our Lord Jesus Christ for your 
kindness. 
Peace,
Barbara Riley 

Dear Church Friends, 
Many thanks for the cards and prayers 
during my convalescence from knee 
replacement surgery. A special thanks 
to Marilee for the loan of equipment 
that was much needed.  St. Andrew is 
truly a caring church family.  
Thank you,
Jeanne Steffan

Dear Friends, 
WIth love and a grateful heart I thank 
you all for your support and prayers 
during my recent surgery and rehab.  
The visit and Creative Spirits gifts 
brightened my days. I look forward to 
returning soon.
Love and blessings, 
Carolyn Blauvelt

Dear St. Andrew Family,
Thanks for your prayers and 
encouragement for a healthy 
recovery from my recent neck injury. 
The progress is positive and did not 
necessitate surgery. I am thankful for 
God’s hand to heal His ‘temple’ and 
appreciate the ministry of the saints to 
me.
God bless you all,
Douglas Troutman

Dear Pastor Hricko & Friends,
Thank you for a lovely service 
and tribute to our mother Olga 
Featherstone. Our years at St. Andrew 
have supported us in many ways.  We 
are so grateful for your prayers. 
With love and respect in the 
name of Jesus,
Loraine Griffith

Dear St. Andrew Family,
Thank you for your thoughtfulness. My 
family appreciated your prayers and 
cards. Our mother and grandmother 
is improving each day. Please pray that 
she will be able to return to her home.
God bless you all, 
Sandra Poyner and Family

Wellspring Women’s Event
Hope Grows Here! 

This gathering blessed more than 120 
women from around the region on April 14 
at St. Andrew. Special thanks to guest 
speaker Connie Denninger and all who 

served and participated!
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