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St. Andrew’s news
Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

Continued on page 2

With the coming celebration of our 
Lord’s resurrection, we have a new 
ministry to celebrate at St. Andrew 
on Easter Sunday, when we will 
begin weekly services in the Amharic 
language!

After months of prayer, discussion, 
and planning, our Board of Directors 
has accepted and approved one of the 
recommendations of our Futures Task 
Force to offer a fifth weekly worship 
service in the language of church 
members from Ethiopia and others 
who will join them. Like the addition of 
our fourth weekly service on Monday 
evening, our leaders believe that 
the Amharic service will enable us to 
serve our surrounding communities 
and carry out the mission of the Risen 
Christ in a significant new way.  

Easter Sunday will mark a “soft launch” 
for our new service, which will be held 
in the Wellspring Center beginning at 
12:30 p.m. The soft launch means that 
those who attend will include existing 
members of St. Andrew and those who 
hear about us through word of mouth 

and personal invitation.  In the late 
spring or early summer, we will begin 
to include the service in our public 
communications such as our website 
and Facebook page, this newsletter, 
and outdoor signage.

Pastor Million Belete will be our 
worship leader.  As noted in a previous 
report to our congregation, Pastor 
Million is an ordained pastor in 
the Lutheran Church of Ethiopia, is 
already a member of St. Andrew, and 
is in the process of certification for 
membership on the clergy roster of 
our denomination. In the language 
of the church, he is a “worker-priest” 
who earns his income through other 
employment in order to plant a new 
ministry where God gives such an 
opportunity.

It’s also important to note that, unlike 
many other immigrant ministries which 
are housed within but not officially part 
of an existing congregation, our model 
is different. Those who unite with the 
church through the ministry of the 
Amharic service will be members of St. 
Andrew who will by God’s grace enjoy 
all the blessings of our life together 
and will bless and strengthen that 

 ` 10th Anniversary Celebration

 ` Wellspring Women’s Event

 ` Common Ground Returns

 ` SALTeens Pie Auction

 ` Futures Task Force Update

 ` New Amharic Worship Service

 ` VBS Registration Now Open

 ` Soup ShowDown Winners



2

April 2018 Volume 69 Issue 4

life by their presence even as they 
worship in their native language. And 
since there are now more Lutherans 
in Ethiopia than there are in North 
America, there’s no doubt that we 
have some things to learn about our 
Lord’s mission from those who join 
us at a time when American Lutheran 
denominations are declining.

While there will be more to share and 
celebrate in the days ahead, I invite you 
to join me in giving thanks to God for 
this new beginning and praising Him 
for His love throughout our worship 
during Holy Week and the season of 
Easter.  I also encourage you keep this 
ministry in your prayers along with our 

leaders as they consider the remaining 
recommendations of the Futures Task 
Force including any that may require 
action by the voting members of our 
congregation.

Until then, may the comfort, hope, 
and joy of the Risen Lord bless you 
throughout these sacred days and 
continue to enliven the ministry of 
Christ both in our community of faith 
and in your life as a follower of Jesus.

Love, in Christ,

Pastor Hricko

St. Andrew’s News 
Published monthly by: 

The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew
15300 New Hampshire Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20905
301-384-4394 

Preschool: 301-384-2660
office@mystandrew.org  www.mystandrew.org
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Kim Bolton, 301-871-2192
Diane Brode, 240-389-1152
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Lutheran Social Services

Foster Homes 
Needed

Can you open your home and your 
heart to a child fleeing violence or 
persecution in their home country?  
LSS will support your journey to give 
new life and a smooth transition to 
a child in need.  Contact Patricia Britt 
(brittp@lssnca.org) to learn more. 
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Baptism. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to find the 
answers you seek. 

 
Save The DaTe!

of St. Andrew Dedication 
on New Hampshire Avenue

Sunday, April 22
Dedication Remembrance at All Worship Services  

on Sunday Morning & Monday Night

4:00 pm Sunday -  Special Service of Thanksgiving

5:00 pm Anniversary Reception & Dinner
(Reservations Required)

 Details & Reservations 

Coming Soon!
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Social Ministry
C-4 Fundaiser

Greek Village Restaurant
Thursday, April 26

6:00 pm
Support the efforts of Colesville 
Council of Community Congregations 
(C-4) by enjoying a delicious meal at 
a neighborhood restaurant!  The cost 
of $50 per person includes a generous 
donation to the cause, as well as 
an opportunity to meet and greet 
partners in ministry from around the 
community.  Reserve your space by 
contacting Alyssa Ranko at 703-851-
5993 or Alyssa@atlanticpersonnel.com 
no later than Friday, April 20. Want to 
join a group from St. Andrew? Contact 
Carol Petzold for details.  

As a C-4 member congregation, St. 
Andrew supports the mission of the 
organization through our work at the 
“Clothes Closet” as well as annual 
school supply and holiday toy drives. 
We also distribute groceries regularly 
to needy clients at the C-4 Center. If 
you cannot attend the dinner but 
would like to help, send a check 
payable to C-4, PO Box 4192, Silver 
Spring, MD 20914.

Lutheran Mission Society
“Thrift Shop”Collections
Sundays April 22 & May 27

Spring brings a special need for 
umbrellas, ponchos and rain jackets. 
Children’s summer clothing and sandals 
are also in demand as the weather 
warms.  Gently used household goods, 
clothing, toys and decorative items 
are all welcome on the 4th Sunday of 
each month.  Please pack fragile items 
carefully (in boxes if possible) to avoid 
breakage on the truck! 

    Thanks and 
       More Thanks …
Manna Food Drive – Thanks to all 
for the awesome response in filling 
the Manna truck on February 25. To 
those who donated food and funds, 
we couldn’t have done it without 
you! Special thanks to those who 
helped organize and support the effort 
including Marge Davis, Martha Best, 
Roger Caldow, Keith Federman and 
members of Senior Fit; to those who 
helped load the truck; and especially 
to The Lord’s Truck Team who collected 
lots of food from a variety of sources.  
Our efforts will be a blessing to many 
hungry families.

Refugee Resettlement Drive – Thanks 
to all for donations of many useful 
household items and 
gift cards that will 
assist Lutheran Social 
Services (LSS) in 
supporting refugees to 
establish new homes and begin a new 
life in America.

Looking Ahead ...
Summer Food Program
For Needy Kids
Once again, we will participate in 
a program to “fill in the gaps” for 
children and families over the summer 
when regular school food-assistance 
programs are on hiatus. Stay tuned 
for details, or contact Margie Davis 
and Evelyn Doermann to get more 
information or to help with organizing. 

Donate Children’s Books
Keep those books coming for kids 
and teens to help C-4 fill stockings at 
Christmas time!  Leave your donations 
in the Coat Room marked “C-4.”

Offering for School Supplies
Give generously during worship on 
May 6/7 to assist C-4 in the bulk 
purchase of school supplies to help 
over 800 students get a good start in 
the fall!  

Social & Community Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
at 301-871-7413 

or petzold37@gmail.com

Thanks to all the tasters and cooks 
who participated in St. Andrew’s  
5th Annual Soup Showdown on 
March 18! It was a perfectly chilly 
day for soup tasting, and we had a 
great turnout. The competition was 
fierce and delicious, with 22 soups 
and 10 breads entered. The Global 
Mission Team is grateful to everyone 
who came out to raise funds for 
Agricultural and Food Security 
projects, Lutheran World Relief and 
more. Special thanks to Thrivent 
Financial for the Action Grant that 
helped to cover costs.  

And the Awards Go To: 
Beasts of the Land:

Cheeseburger Soup - Kay Teague
Birds of the Air:

Katie’s Chicken Gnocchi - Dee Klingner
Fish of the Sea: 

Smoked Salmon Chowder - Stan Jackson
Grains of the Field:

Potato Soup - Claudia Jacobson 
Bread of Life: 

Zucchini  Bread - Barbara Worley 
Fruit of the Spirit:

Swedish Blueberry - Kimberly Gay-Armour

Thanks to Connie Rehman for 
compiling the cookbooks, and to 
Nancy Polansky for the custom 
LCSA trivet prizes.  And kudos to 
the rest of our cooks, too: Kurt & 
Kari Bruwelheide, Carolyn Carlson, 
Shannon Clarke, Steve Dillman, 
Stephanie Giles, Ted Hesselroth, 
Marie Jackson, Sandy Sue Jackson, 
Jennifer Lee, Margaret McConnell, 
Jeanine McGrath, Nancy Mueller, 
Julie Peitsch, Peter & Lisa Surprenant, 
Saba Tesfayohannes, Ashley 
VanderWeele, Dave VanderWeele, 
Barbara Wahlbrink and Deatrice 
Williams. 
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HealtH & Wellness

In this blessed Easter season, we rejoice in Christ’s promises to us! Health & Wellness ministry sees and hears good news 
of His work in the lives of our parishioners every day through our prayer and card ministries, caring for the needy through 
sharing of donations to our medical and food closets, and in loving visits to the homebound by care teams.

Sometimes, volunteers go above and beyond to show Christ’s love to those in need. Two of our “Lord’s Truck” crew 
members, George Pauli and Stacy Menendez, are glowing examples. They recently picked up a donated hospital bed (no 
small task) and upon delivery, learned that it was out of order. George took it upon himself to return the next day and work 
on the mechanics until the bed was totally functional! The recipient family was overjoyed and thankful beyond words. 
Like George & Stacy, other crew members including Luther Tollefson, Tim Anderson, Don Becker and Wendell Hinton are 
routinely on the road during the week, picking up and delivering medical supplies and equipment from those with extra to 
those in need.  Helpers are always needed!  If you like to drive and can spare some time on week-ends or during the week, 
contact Marilee in the office or Roger Caldow (roger.caldow@verizon.net) who coordinates The Lord’s Truck drivers. In any 
task large or small, you can be a servant for Jesus! 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to 
His great mercy, He has caused us to be born again to a living 

hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to 
an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 

                       kept in heaven for you.         I Peter1:3-4

Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394 

or marileetollefson@gmail.com

Safe and Sound: 
A Resource for You!

Tuesday, April 24
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 

Holiday Park Senior Center in Wheaton 
will host this FREE event all about 
safety! Bring your expired unused 
medications for proper disposal and 
get expert advice on medication 
management. Information will also be 
available on avoiding identity theft and 
home improvement scams, emergency 
preparedness and more. Call 240-777-
4999 for more information.

Celebrate 
Mental Health

On May 6-7, St. Andrew will honor 
and celebrate the lives of people in 
our nation, our neighborhoods, our 
families and our church who live and 
thrive with mental health concerns. It 
is because Christ sought out the broken 
and hopeless that we can offer the gift 
of grace to those in need who enter 
our fellowship. Please invite neighbors, 
friends, and family members to join us 
for this special time of hope and praise 
to the Lord. 

We invite and encourage folks in 
our faith community who have been 
touched by mental health concerns 
for themselves or loved ones to 
participate as ushers, greeters, lectors, 
communion assistants and more on 
Sunday and Monday, May 6-7. To 
volunteer, search “Celebrate Mental 
Health” at mystandrew.org and click 
the link to view needs and sign up. 
For more information contact Sheila 
Langston at slangstos@gmail.com or 
301-273-3536. Join us for a planning 
meeting on Sunday April 8  in the 
Prayer Room (LL109) from 12:15 - 1:30 .

Blood Drive: 
A Special Gift of Life

Thanks to all 
who made 
last month’s 
blood drive a 
success. We 
had 17 units 
of blood 
c o l l e c t e d 
including a 
very special 
f i r s t - t i m e 

donation from one of St. Andrew’s 
teens, Michael Parsons. The week 
prior, blood drive organizer Jeanine 
McGrath had spoken to the SALTeens 
about the process and importance of 
giving blood, encouraging them to 
accept the challenge of giving for their 
generation.  Based on that talk, and 
despite his fear of needles, Michael 
decided he was ready to step out and 
give. What a wonderful example of 
courage and generosity! We pray that 
more teens will follow. Thanks, Michael 
– and to God be the glory!
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PRESCHO L news

Jesus grew in wisdom and stature,  
and in favor with God and man.   

Luke 2:52

cHildren’S Ministry

As the preschoolers return from spring 
break, the month will open with a visit 
from a local dentist’s office to educate 
the children about Dental Health.  As 
the weather warms, we will worship 
at St. Andrew’s beautiful outdoor 
Chapel and enjoy more time on the 
playground.  As spring progresses, the 
children will watch hairy caterpillars 
turn into butterflies and seedlings 
develop into flowers. It’s always a joy 
to watch the children’s wonder and 
delight in God’s creation as it unfolds 
perfectly, year after year, just as He 
intended! 

Questions?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com

O
Preschool Registration continues for 
the 2018-2019 school year. The 3’s 
and 4’s classes are already 89% full!  
Don’t delay, register today!

Preschool Summer Camp registration 
has also begun!  Visit mystandrew.
org/preschool to get details and 
forms. All children, aged 3-5 and 
potty-trained, are welcome.

At Kingdom Kids, we continue to share Christ’s love and teachings with His 
youngest “saints,” and have fun while doing it!  This month, children in K-6th 
will focus on PATIENCE, with a Biblical foundation in this verse:  “Wait for the 
Lord. Be strong and don’t lose hope. Wait for the Lord!” Psalm 27:14.

The Pre-K children will be reminded that Jesus is their friend at all times, with 
this memory verse:  “Go and make disciples of all nations.”  Matthew 28:19.

It’s never too late to join the fun and learning!  Bring your K-6th grader to 
Multipurpose Room 118 at 9:30 am any Sunday.  Pre-K children meet in Room 
122. Faith and friends make a perfect combination at Kingdom Kids!

Warm Gift for 
Bethania Kids

Thanks to St. Andrew’s confirmation 
ministry and Thrivent Financial, at 
least 13 handmade fleece blankets will 
be added to our “container of love” 
bound for India.  A generous Thrivent 
Action Grant was used to purchase the 
materials.  Parents cut the fleece fabric 
and confirmands hand-tied the fabric 
into cuddly blankets while learning 
about Bethania’s ministry to give 
India’s neediest children and families 
hope and a chance for a brighter 
future.  Special thanks to Kimberly 
Gay-Armour and Janet Burton for 
organizing the effort.  Our teens are 
thrilled to know that their gift of love 
will bring comfort to children across 
the world.  

June 25-29 
9:00 am – 12:15 pm

Ages 3 – 5th Grade
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June 25-29 
9:00 am – 12:15 pm

Ages 3 – 5th Grade

Registration is OPEN
Register online at mystandrew.org. 
The cost is $45 for the first child in a 
family, and $35 for each additional 
child. Registration fees include one 
t-shirt and water bottle per child, plus 
one music CD or digital download 
per family. Sign-up and pay before 
May 1 to get a $10 discount per child 
($35/30).  Please note: kids must be 
potty-trained.

Volunteer 
We’ll need station leaders, station 
assistants, crew leaders, registration 
assistants, and decorating volunteers. 
Even if you aren’t available for the 
whole week, help on the days you can! 
Sign up to help online – click the VBS 
link!  Help NOW by completing a take-
home craft kit found at the VBS display 
in the Commons.

Want to share 
your creativity? 

Meet some great people? Be part of a 
fabulous outreach opportunity? Join 
the VBS Planning Team as we work to 
make our theme come to life. To get 
details and/or express interest, contact 
Marianne Lohr at mariannelcsa@
verizon.net. All are welcome! 

Pray ! 
For the ministry, the leaders, volunteers 
and all children who will participate. 

This year's VBS will venture to an uncharted island where 
kids survive and thrive! Our crew will be anchored in the 

truth that Jesus always carries us through life’s storms.

donate or loan ... 
 � Old suitcases, foot lockers, and 
trunks

 � Long cardboard tubes
 � Corrugated cardboard or 
corrugated packing materials

 � Cardboard
 � Wooden crates & pallets
 � Green fabric (any shade)
 � Stuffed parrots & monkeys
 � Restaurant crate boxes

Questions? ideas?
Contact Marianne Lohr at 

mariannelcsa@verizon.net 
or sign up online. 

All welcome! Teens, your help is 
eligible for service hours! 

VBS is a great opportunity to 
share God’s love and 

Good News with children and 
families in our community. 

Spread the word to 
neighbors and friends!

SHIPWRECKED VBS
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Church Happenings 
LWML Mission Grants Update

Like the parable of the widow’s mite, 
no donation to the grant ministry of 
Lutheran Women in Mission is too 
small! Thanks to contributions of all 
sizes, the LWML Chesapeake District 
(DE, MD, VA, DC, & Southern PA) was 
recently able to fund their 7th mission 
grant of the 2017-2019 biennium. This 
$4,000 grant will be used in Botswana 
to translate the Bible into indigenous 
languages of Southern Africa, offering 
some the first opportunity to read 
God’s word in their native tongue! 
Thanks to all for your support through  

Thanks So Much!

Futures Task Force 
Reports Continue

At two meetings during the month 
of February, St. Andrew’s Board of 
Directors heard the reports and 
recommendations of our Futures Tasks 
Force and its three working groups.

Recommendations with respect to 
Ethiopian outreach were accepted 
and a fifth weekly service at St. 
Andrew in the Amharic language will 
begin on Easter Sunday.  (See Pastor 
Hricko’s letter for additional details.) 
A leadership team has been appointed 
to support this important step into 
the future of our ministry.  Those 
who feel led to add their participation 
commitment to the team are 
encouraged to contact Sarita Winter at 
the church office for more information.

The group working on the feasibility 
of additional parking is pursuing the 
necessary testing of soil, engineering, 
and cost estimates necessary to 
determine the potential of building a 
new lot on the north side of our facility, 
after which the board will hear a more 
detailed report.  

Finally, the Howard County Second 
Site working group’s report and 
recommendations will be discussed 
at the board’s next meeting, when 
members will determine a decision-
making path for further consideration 
and communication with the members 
of St. Andrew.

As the future unfolds, your prayers are 
desired for God’s continued grace and 
direction in the days ahead!

donations to the Mite Box at the 
Welcome Center in the Commons.  
Small mite boxes are available there 
for you to take home and fill, so we can 
continue to share God’s love locally and 
around the world. Questions? Contact 
Edi Collis at edithcollis@hotmail.com.

To our dear brothers & sisters in Christ,
Deepest gratitude to all for your 
support over the past two months as 
Bruce began his recovery from bypass 
surgery.  To those who prayed without 
ceasing for his progress, to those who 
sent good wishes, to cooks who made 
life easier, to AV volunteers who filled 
in the gaps at services and events—
THANK YOU!  Special thanks to Marilee 
and team for equipment loans and 
drivers, and to the wonderful office 
staff who handled so many things 
(big and small) in Bruce’s absence. 
Once again, we were reminded of the 
blessings we receive every day from 
our church family.  
With thanksgiving, 
Bruce and Deb Poese

Dear Friends,
Thanks for the birthday card and your 
continued thoughts and prayers.  I am 
not able to get out much anymore so 
I miss crafts and seeing people, but I 
enjoy the newsletter each month and 
especially visits from Dorothy Fristoe.
Blessings, 
Jean Roxon

Dear Creative Spirits Team, 
Thanks to you all for the joy you bring 
to others.  The angel given to me after 
my surgery is a precious reminder of 
God’s grace.  The framed photo for my 
son sits on the sill in his hospital room 
bringing comfort and a reminder of 
God’s grace as he recovers. God bless 
you all as you gather to serve Him.  You 
are appreciated.
Love
Marian Lewis

Dear Pastors and Friends,
Our most sincere gratitude for your 
outpouring of Christ’s love extended to 
our family at the passing of our dear dad 
and grandfather, James Taylor Carter.  
We are thankful he was surrounded 
by love for many years at St. Andrew, 
and for all who prayed, sang, cooked, 
assisted with and attended his funeral 
service and fellowship. May God richly 
bless you all.
Agape & Shalom
The Burgess & Carter Families

Dear Friends,
The altar flowers for my mom and dad 
were beautiful. Thank you for your 
loving, caring support for our family.  
Your prayers mean so much to all of us. 
MaryAnn (Pechnik) Gaver
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