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St. Andrew’s

news

Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

Our mission is to
demonstrate God’s love
by caring for all people
and helping them to
know and follow Jesus.

In This Issue...
`` Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
`` Ash Wednesday Services
`` Lenten Mid-Week Worship
`` Preschool Enrolling for Fall
`` Financial Education Workshop
`` Manna Food Drive

Dear Friends,
As 2018 gets into full swing, allow
me to alert you to some transitions,
milestones, and opportunities which
are already beginning to shape our
congregational life.
PASTORAL TRANSITION – Since his
ordination in 2005, Pastor Jotham
Johann’s Call has been to St. Andrew,
from which he was deployed to the
directorship of the Center for Asian
Missions and Evangelism (CAME) and
then to the Wellspring Center for
Leadership and Wellness. Then, last
December, Pastor Johann received
and accepted a Call to become the
full-time Associate Pastor at Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church in Herndon,
Virginia, where I will serve as preacher
at his installation service on January
28. Though we’ve seen Jotham only
on occasion at our Sunday/Monday
worship, he has been part of the
adjunct team at St. Andrew, for which
we give thanks as we pray for the
Spirit’s blessing on his new ministry
and explore his continuing role as the
leader of Wellspring in the context of
his new responsibilities.

FUTURES – At long last, our Futures
Task Force is preparing its report and
recommendations to our Board of
Directors concerning a number of new
initiatives in mission and ministry.
You’ve been hearing about them at
Member’s Meetings and reading about
them in this newsletter and in other
reports. My sense is that 2018 will be
the year in which we will have a number
of informed opportunities to move
from vision to action. You can read
more about the latest developments
elsewhere in this newsletter.
LENT – Lent begins on February 14 this
year, which means that it’s time to plan
the ways in which you will re-commit
your life to Christ through worship,
prayer, service, and self-denial. In
addition to our four “weekend”
services, we will also gather at midweek beginning on Ash Wednesday to
worship the One who committed His
life to us. I encourage you to use the
coming days of Lent to draw closer to
our Lord and intensify your struggle
against everything that tempts to rob
you of your walk with Him.
A HAPPY ANNIVERSARY – While you’re
at it, put Sunday, April 22 on your
Continued on page 2
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calendar and get ready to celebrate the
10th anniversary of the dedication of
The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew at
New Hampshire Avenue and Norwood
Road. It’s hard to believe that it’s been
an entire decade since that glorious
day in 2008 when we realized God’s
dream for our relocation to a much
larger site and a tremendous new
beginning in the life of our community
of faith. Now the time has come for
this forward-looking congregation to
briefly look back and trace the stream
of blessings that led to that day and
have most certainly followed it. Look
for details about a very special time
of thanksgiving as the planning gets
underway.

A Christian is called to be a living,
working part of the corporate body of
Christ. The personal relationship (with
Him) and the corporate membership
(with each other) are two sides of the
same coin, inextricably linked. And
Christ’s Body, the Church, remains
alive in the world as members receive
Him faithfully and build one another
up in love. It might not always look like
much, but such ministry is the most
important thing in the world.

Those are some of the transitions,
milestones, and opportunities in the
year that continues to unfold before
us, and with them I close with the
challenging and encouraging words
of Peter Speckhard in a little book
entitled Connected to Christ:

Love, in Christ,

11:00 am
and
7:00 pm

Pastor Hricko

with Holy Communion
and the
Imposition of Ashes

May God help all of us and countless
more to find our place in such a
ministry here at St. Andrew!
The Lord be with you+

Worship

Wednesday
February 14

2018 Board of Directors
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

Pancake
Supper

God called us to be part of His
family for a reason – it’s hard
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew
community will meet you where
you are, and walk beside you to a
closer relationship with God.

February 13
5:00-7:00 pm
Your Hosts & Chefs:
“Men of Panera”
Free Will Offering Will Benefit Youth Missions

Wondering how to unite
with St. Andrew?
Follow these easy steps…
•

Worship with us regularly!

•

Explore the ministry and
		 participate in Faith Walk 101
Information & Membership
Seminar. Led by our Pastors
and other ministry leaders,
these sessions offer the
opportunity to explore
the Lutheran faith, learn
more about our St. Andrew
community, and get to know
others who are on the same
path.

• If you wish to transfer your
membership from another
faith community, contact
the church office. We will be
pleased to assist by writing for
your transfer.
• If you are a new Christian,
speak with a Pastor about
receiving the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism.
If you are searching for answers
about God, your faith, or our St.
Andrew community, contact the
church office at 301-384-4394
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be
happy to talk with you to find the
answers you seek.
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Social Ministry
Social Ministry: 2017 Recap
Look What God Has Done...Through You
Once again, St. Andrew members and
friends were so generous in supporting
the work of Social & Community
Ministry to serve those in need during
2017. Take a look at some of what God
has done through our faith community,
and prayerfully consider how you can
help in the coming year. Come to our
February 19 meeting to learn more!
ÆÆ EMEAN: A January door offering
combined with Social Ministry
budgeted funds provided a generous
donation to help needy neighbors with
emergency expenses for rent, utilities
and prescriptions.
ÆÆ FOOD DISTRIBUTION: Thanks
to The Lord’s Truck bounty, groceries
were distributed monthly at C-4, and
at church to families with ongoing
or emergency needs. Food was also
donated to the Smith Center in July for
a special ESL program.
ÆÆ MANNA FOOD: 10,000 pounds of
food was collected through our annual
drive in February. Cash contributions
raised the total to over 14,000 pounds
of food donated to help hungry
neighbors.
ÆÆ OCTOBER SHELTER WEEK: Three
meals each day plus countless nonperishables were delivered to support
35 homeless women living at the
Community Based Shelter in Rockville.
Volunteers helped serve the meal each
evening too!
ÆÆ THE LORD’S TRUCK MINISTRY:
More than 11 drivers and helpers
delivered over 20 tons of food to
soup kitchens, shelters, food pantries,

Social & Community Ministry
Questions or Ideas?
Contact Carol Petzold
at 301-871-7413
or petzold37@gmail.com

and the C-4 Center during the year.
Countless loads of clothing, medical
supplies and household goods were
also transported from those with
excess to those in need. And the
Humane Society received some pet
food too!
ÆÆ ORPHAN GRAIN TRAIN: A bounty
of medical supplies and more was
distributed to the needy across the
world thanks to our donations.
ÆÆ THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE:
Members
and
friends
shared
generously from their bounty for those
served by the LMS Compassion Center
in Hyattsville.
ÆÆ SNOWMAN GIFT DRIVE: Once
again, this effort brightened the lives
of over 140 children and young adults.
For most, these were the only (and
much needed and appreciated) gifts
received at Christmas.
ÆÆ C-4 TOY DRIVE: Donations from
St. Andrew members and friends
helped fill the hearts and homes of
over 800 children at the holidays.
ÆÆ CARROLL
HOUSE
SHELTER:
Volunteers prepared a meal monthly
for 30 men transitioning from
homelessness to independent living in
Silver Spring.
ÆÆ CRAFT MINISTRY QUILTS: A total
of 49 quilts were handcrafted with love
and delivered to LMS for Compassion
Center clients last year.
ÆÆ REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT DRIVE:
Many household items, gift cards and
more were donated last March to

assist Lutheran Social Services support
refugee families making a new life in
America. Donated Safeway stamps
helped supply cookware for the effort.
ÆÆ SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVES: Almost
$650 was donated to C-4 to assist
with their bulk school supply drive in
May, and many backpacks and school
supply items were donated in July to
support Linkages to Learning efforts
for 100 local school children.
ÆÆ CROSSWAY COMMUNITY DRIVE:
Nearly $700 worth of uniforms and
supplies were donated last May to
help single mothers and their children,
working toward independent living
as their children attend the on-site
Montessori School.
ÆÆ SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM:
Thirty bags of food were donated every
other week from June-September to
be distributed to families served by
Linkages to Learning at the time when
regular school-related meal services
were on hiatus.
ÆÆ CALENDARS, NOTEPADS, CARDS:
Hundreds of these items were
donated by members and friends and
welcomed by needy clients at C-4,
a low-income clinic, and a literacy
program in our area. Keep the cards
and notepads coming!
ÆÆ LMS “Thrift Shop” COLLECTIONS:
Each month, members and friends
cleared clutter and donated gently
used clothing, household goods and
more to be distributed by Lutheran
Mission Society.

God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the
love you have shown Him as you have helped His people
andcontinue to help them. Hebrews 6:10
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Manna Food Drive
Sunday, February 25

Founded in 1983, the mission of Manna
Food is to end hunger in Montgomery
County though education, advocacy
and food distribution. Manna has
grown from serving a few hundred
annually at the start to serving over
40,000 last year. Most are under or
unemployed neighbors who rely on
this service as a lifeline.
Once again this February, YOU have
an opportunity to help make Manna’s
mission not just a slogan, but a reality
– to eliminate the scourge of hunger in
Montgomery County!

How You Can Help:

 During February, pick up a grocery

bag and attached list of needed foods
from a table in the Commons. The
needs list is also online at mannafood.
org. Shop for the designated nonperishables and bring them on Sunday,
February 25 to fill the Manna truck!

 Monetary

donations are also
welcome. Drop your check payable
to “Manna” in the offering plate any
Sunday during February.

 Helpers

will be needed on the
morning of 2/25 to load the truck.
Contact Carol Petzold at petzold37@
gmail.com or 301-871-7413 to
volunteer.
Thanks for your help in fighting hunger
and feeding hope in our county!

“Snow Man”
Thank You
Early in November, members and
friends once again chose “Snowman”
tags representing needy children and
their wish lists for Christmas. Each tag
contained a request for a $25 Giant
gift card or a list of three gifts for a
particular child. Over 140 children and
young adults had a brighter Christmas
thanks to this program and the
generosity of those who responded.
Thirty-six Giant gift cards
were distributed to
students of the Career
Readiness
Education
Academy (CREA) at Thomas Edison
High School of Technology. These
students, who are English Language
Learners, work during the day but
attend classes several nights each week
to learn language skills, basic work
skills and industry certifications that
will improve their future. The Giant
gift cards were much appreciated by
these young people who live on a very
limited budget and purchase their own
food.
Over 105 local children had three
lovely “snowman” gifts to open on
Christmas Day due to your generosity!
The program supervisors, parents
and, most importantly, the children
were overwhelmed with joy and
appreciation at these gifts, which for
many were the only ones under their
trees this year!

Thanks to all who donated to put
smiles on the faces of so many
children and young adults in our
area. The total amount of giving for
this project was over $9,000.
To God be the glory!
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LMS Thrift Shop
Collections

February 25 & March 25
Every 4th Sunday, bring gently used
clothing and household goods for
donation to those in need through
LMS Compassion Centers. Pack
fragile items carefully to avoid
breakage on the truck! Place
donations in the Great Room to
the right of the entrance from the
Commons.

Lutheran Social Services
Refugee Resettlement
Drive in March
Watch for details on this collection,
coming in March. Most needed are
cookware, warm blankets, alarm
clocks, dishes, flatware, towels, and
bedding (no king size). There will be
a box in the Coat Room during March
for your donations. There is also a
need for “muscle power” to help set
up refugee apartments on weekdays
in our metro area. If you have time
and energy to spare, contact the
LSS Outreach Coordinator at 202723-3000. For more information
about
refugee
resettlement
efforts, contact Sue Zimmerman at
zimmermansue@comcast.net.

Health & Wellness
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“My beloved friends, let us continue to love each other since love
comes from God. Everyone who loves is born of God and experiences
a relationship with God.” John 4:7.
February is American Heart Month!
Health and Wellness Ministry is
celebrating how much we love our
volunteers!

We give thanks for the kindness
shown by Caron Carlson in delivering
gifts purchased by Rogate Circle
as Christmas presents to our
homebound parishioners. Caron
brought joy and company to so many
before the holidays, delivering love
from our church family to each of
them. And gratitude to Rogate Circle
for always remembering this group
of nearly 50 parishioners, unable to
worship with us.
Next comes accolades for Lord’s
Truck drivers George Pauli and Paul
Coverston who have helped Luther
Tollefson nearly every week with the
pick-up and delivery, from donors
to recipients all over the Metro
area, of donated hospital beds and
power wheelchairs. This involves
disassembling the items, loading
them in vehicles, and then assisting
the recipients by assembling the
items again in their homes. The rest
of the team hauls food and supplies
7 days a week to shelters and other
agencies to help so many.
Inspiring stories were shared by 12
members of the Care Teams, Pastoral

Assistants and Altar Flower Deliverers
when we gathered in January for our
semi-annual meeting. They helped
us all learn of the gifts of visiting,
some special skills that were used to
share our church’s love, and some
challenges that need more study and
prayer. Their time and commitment is
seen as real devotion.
A new member named John Porter
has volunteered to help organize
the myriad of medical supplies and
equipment that is brought to church
for sorting and distribution. His efforts
have been a wonderful contribution
to the mountains that accumulate!
The four lay ministers who are trained
to give the Healing Blessing on the
first Sunday of each month, Gail
Kropf, Sandra Poyner, Leslie Hollowell,
and Kelly Kelley, bring such peace
and compassion in their words and
touch, and add a special dimension to
worship services.

We give thanks for these and
so many other faithful, and
committed volunteers.
Join our team and be blessed by
the expierence, too!

Health & Wellness Questions?
Contact Marilee Tollefson
Faith Community Nurse
at 301-384-4394
or marileetollefson@gmail.com
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Senior Adult Fellowship

Movie & Pizza Lunch
Tuesday, February 6
10:30 am

Come in from the cold to enjoy the
historical drama Victoria & Abdul,
staring Judy Dench as Queen Victoria
in a little known chapter from her life.
We’ll meet for the movie at 10:30 am
in the Wellspring Center, LL. Afterward,
we’ll enjoy a lunch of Ledo pizza, drinks
and dessert in the Common Cup Cafe,
LL. Fee of $7 will cover lunch. Sign
up at the Welcome Center or contact
Jeanette Schuder at 301-879-5950.
Please RSVP by February 4.

Children’s Ministry

PRESCHOOL
February is the season of love,
and our preschoolers will be
surrounded by hearts and hugs
all month! We’ll celebrate
Groundhog Day and Valentine’s
Day, complete with our St.
Andrew Post Office. To keep the
cabin-fever at bay, we’ll invite
Wildlife Adventures for an inhouse field trip complete with
hedgehogs, tarantulas, and
snakes … oh, my!
We’re hoping the groundhog will
predict an early spring so our
preschoolers can get back on the
playground to burn some energy
before long! In the meantime,
stay warm.

Questions?

Contact LiaMai Puskar
Children’s Ministry Coordinator
301-384-2660
lcsakids@yahoo.com.

Welcome Back,
Crafters!

After a winter break, weekly craft
ministry gatherings begin again
February 7 on Wednesdays from
9:00 am –
3:00 pm in
the Creative
Arts
Room,
Lower Level.
All are welcome; no experience is
necessary! Come when you can and
stay as long as you like. If you can
join us over the noon hour, don’t
forget to bring your lunch.

All Preschool forms and details
are available at mystandrew.org.
Spread the word to neighbors
and friends about our
wonderful, affordable programs
for 2s, 3s and 4s.
Classes are filling fast!
Don’t delay. Register today!
Kingdom Kids continues to rock
and roll every Sunday at 9:30 am!
The fun and learning starts in
Room 118 for K-6th graders and
in Room 122 for the Pre-K crowd.

Give you r child
the precious gift
of Bible lea rning!
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This special program includes lots
of hands-on fun and lessons from
the timeless Bible stories that
prepare kids to face the world
outside with confidence and caring.
If your family hasn’t tried Kingdom
Kids yet, the time is now! Bring
your children or grandchildren, and
invite their friends. The lessons
they learn will last a lifetime.

Now is the time we begin work on
the many items that are sold at our
annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair,
which will take place this year on
Saturday, November 3. Despite all
the talking, laughing and sharing
we do on Wednesdays, we still
manage to get things done! And
there are many projects that can be
done at home as well. Stop by any
Wednesday, or contact Sue Scherer
with questions at 240-390-3969 or
susan.quilts@comcast.net.
Bring
your ideas! Let’s create some fun!
PS to All – As you finish those delicious
jams and sauces you purchased last
November, bring your empty canning
jars to the Craft Ministry box in the
Coat Room. We love to reuse them!

Hope to see you at Kingdom Kids!
Rock on!

Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and
in favor with God and man.
L u k e 2: 52
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Church Happenings
LWML Mite Box February Update
Good news! With your help, in January the Chesapeake District LWML (representing women in
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Southern Pennsylvania and West Virginia) paid their sixth mission
grant of the 2016-2018 biennium to Orphan Grain Train. This $5,000 grant will help OGT add nonperishable food to a shipping container for LCMS relief efforts in Haiti. The next grant to be paid
will assist the Lutheran Bible Translators with $4,000 to help equip nationals in Southern Africa to
translate the Bible into local languages. The District’s goal is to fund all of our remaining six grants
(approximately $22,000) by the end of June. The District will select grants for the 2018-2020 biennium
at our convention this coming September. If you have an idea for a proposal, please let us know soon.
In December, national LWML funded a $100,000 mission grant to Mercy House for Women and Children in Flint, Michigan.
The facility will house homeless, pregnant, and/or abused women and their children. Located in one of the poorest cities
in America, the home will attempt to break the cycle of poverty and decrease the potential for abuse, by housing women
and children in a safe, caring, Christian environment, where the best practices of parenting and relationship building can
be modeled and taught.
Thank you for your generous support of all our mission grants! Our Mite Box is located at the Welcome Center in the
Commons. For more information about Lutheran Women in Mission and the Mite Box Ministry, please contact Edi Collis at
edithcollis@hotmail.com.

Christmas Card
Tree Update
A big thank you to all who supported
the LWML Christmas Card Tree Project
in December. Through your generosity,
Faith and Works Enterprises (AKA
Sandtown Chocolate Factory) will
receive $1,751. Renovations are
underway to ready the facility for
chocolate-making which will offer
employment
to
50 men between
the ages of 18-31
in the Sandtown
neighborhood
of
Baltimore.
Once
production begins,
the
delicious
chocolate bars will
be available for sale
at St. Andrew with all
proceeds going back
to the mission. Additional information
on this exciting project can be found at
faithandworksenterprises.org. Thanks
again from Karen Matthiesen and all
the women of St. Andrew’s chapter of
Rogate/LWML.

5th Annual Global Mission Team
Sunday, March 18
Starts at 12:15 pm

Proceeds will benefit
GMT’s Agricultural and Food Security Projects

Cooks and Tasters Needed!

Select your favorite soup to make from
the following categories:

Beef/Pork
Vegetarian
Poultry
Dessert
Seafood
Bread Category
(back by popular demand)

Registration coming soon in the Commons
and online at mystandrew.org.
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FUTURES TASK FORCE REPORTS
St. Andrew’s Futures Task Force is preparing to submit its report and
recommendations to our Board of Directors for consideration and appropriate
action. Over the course of several months, the Task Force and its individual
working groups have been meeting with church members, conducting research,
and prayerfully discussing possibilities for our mission and ministry in the years
ahead.
One such opportunity is the addition of a new ministry to include a worship
service in Amharic, which is the official language of Ethiopia and the “heart
language” of several present and future members of St. Andrew. St. Andrew was
recently blessed to receive Pastor Million Fassika Belete into the membership of
our congregation. Pastor Million is a pastor of the Lutheran Church of Ethiopia
and is currently pursuing certification for membership on the clergy roster of
our denomination. Before coming to the United States, he served as pastor in
Ethiopia to a number of people
who have also come to America
and are now members of St.
Andrew! As you can imagine,
they are delighted to reunite
with their shepherd on a brand
new mission field. As part of
the research conducted by
our Futures Working Groups,
a discussion was led by Pastors Hricko, Halche, and Fassika and attended by
more than 35 Ethiopian members, friends, and Task Force representatives who
gathered to explore the possibilities for an Amharic service and related ministries
that would serve a new and growing part of our congregation.

New Book:

Word Alive!

Dr. Dale A. Meyer serves as President
of Concordia Seminary in St. Louis and
was the speaker of The Lutheran Hour
radio broadcast from 1989 to 2001.
Our church family has the privilege
of knowing Dr. Meyer, his wife Diane,
their daughter Katie Bailey, her
husband Charlie, and their sons Drew
and Jacob. The Bailey’s are members
of St. Andrew, where Drew and Jacob
were baptized by their grandfather,
and where we are blessed by visits
from the Meyers from time to time,
including last Christmas Eve.
A new book, entitled Word Alive!
contains 52 of Dr. Meyer’s sermons,
preached over the years at many
different locations. One of them,
entitled Live with Forever in Mind, was
delivered at St. Andrew on November
3, 2013 as our congregation celebrated
All Saints Sunday.

We give thanks for Dr. Meyer’s
leadership in the church and for
including St. Andrew in the story of his
Another exciting opportunity is to establish a second site for St. Andrew’s ministry ministry for the glory of God.
in Howard County, where more than 100 of our church members already live,
some of whom might be led to become pioneers of one church in two locations.
Last fall, a “meet and greet” gathering of interested persons included a group of
nearly 70 people, about half of which are not presently members of St. Andrew.
Since then, the working group has explored various models for such a new start,
staffing requirements, financial considerations, temporary locations, and dozens
of other matters.
A third group has explored one more expansion of our parking capabilities with
the addition of a parking lot/sports court at New Hampshire Avenue. Their
research comes in response to a) our need for overflow parking on holidays
as well as on Sundays when attendance is especially high, b) our potential for
growth as other new ministries are introduced, and c) our recognition that we
often run out of available parking at St. Andrew before we run out of available
seating in the sanctuary.
When our Board of Directors receives the Futures Task Force Report, its
members will prayerfully determine which recommendations they can accept
and implement, and which ones require consideration and action by the
voting members of our congregation. A mechanism for communication with
the members of St. Andrew via written materials and an upcoming Member’s
Meeting will also be initiated at the direction of the board.
As the process enters this new and important phase, your prayers and participation
are desired, that God’s mission may continue through the ministry of St. Andrew.
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In the case of inclement
weather, please listen to
WTOP radio (103.5FM) or
visit wtopnews.com for info
regarding the cancellation of
church activities.
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Financial Education Ministry
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