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St. Andrew’s  
nneewsws

Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

In This Issue...

Dear Friends,Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.

Con  nued on page 2

Every year, the family of four in which 
I grew up would gather at the home 
of my maternal grandparents for 
Christmas Eve dinner prior to worship.  
It began when my grandmother would 
strike a match and light the candles 
on the table, a  er which we would 
sing a carol and my father would read 
the story from Luke 2 and then pray 
a tradi  onal family prayer for that 
holy night. While I don’t remember 
all of it, one part has remained with 
me all these years.  “And if, when our 
family gathers next year to celebrate 
Christmas, any among us are no longer 
at this table, watch over us un  l we 
all celebrate together at your table in 
heaven.” 

Now that parents and grandparents 
are at that heavenly table, and my 
brother and I have gone to other ci  es 
to celebrate with our family’s next 
genera  on, I’m giving thanks that the 
prayer Dad prayed has been answered 
by the One who was born in Bethlehem 
and will be with us wherever we go 
and in all of our tomorrows.

Some from our church family are also 
at God’s table in heaven.  Others are 
s  ll coming to join us at its earthly 
end.  And a few have moved to other 
loca  ons where they worship and 
serve in new communi  es of faith.  

As we gather for another celebra  on 
of Christmas, I give thanks for the 
spiritual family God has made of us at 
St. Andrew.  Your faithfulness, worship, 
service, and spiritual support have 
given glory to the Newborn King and 
brought comfort and joy to so many 
people, including our family, and in so 
many wonderful ways.  

And, as we cross the threshold into 
2018, I also give thanks for another 
prayer we tradi  onally off er at St. 
Andrew on Christmas Eve.  “Give us 
faith to go out with good courage, not 
knowing where we go, but only that 
your hand is leading us and your love 
suppor  ng us, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.”  I know that God will also 
answer that prayer in a new year of 
life, mission, and ministry together, 
and I am once again fi lled with great 
an  cipa  on of all that is yet to be, that 
by God’s grace in all our tomorrows, 

  Common Ground Returns

 New Bible Studies & Groups

 Health & Wellness Highlights

  Financial Education Workshop

 Opportunities to Serve

 Above & Beyond 2018
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more friends and strangers alike will 
join the genera  ons at the table 
of the Lord un  l we all celebrate 
together at His table in heaven.  

With our thanks, love, and prayers 
for all of you, I wish you a blessed 
Christmas and a New Year fi lled with 
grace and joy in the life we share in 
Jesus!

Your servant in the ministry of Christ,

ABOVE & BEYOND
Looking for a great way to give the“perfect gi  ”?

St. Andrew's 2018 “Above & Beyond” Gift Program 
is the perfect way to offer members and friends the opportunity 

to provide special gifts for the ministry and mission of Christ that 
require funds beyond the church’s general operational budget. 

 
Browse the ABOVE & BEYOND Gift Registry 

and start shopping TODAY! Donate by check or online at 
mystandrew.org. Click “GIVE” to get started.

 
Prayerfully consider supporting this program now 

and in the months ahead with gifts “above and beyond” 
your regular tithes and offerings, to keep the ministries of 

St. Andrew strong, vibrant and growing!
 

Questions?
Contact the Church Offi  ce or

“Above & Beyond” Chair Mitch Glazier at mitch.glazier@riaa.com.
 

If you haven’t received your ABOVE & BEYOND catalog, 
pick one up at the Welcome Center in the Commons or 

view all the information and make your gift online at mystandrew.org. 
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP

. 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  par  cipate in Faith Walk 101 
Informa  on & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions off er the 
opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church offi  ce. We will be 
pleased to assist by wri  ng for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Chris  an, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of 

 Holy Bap  sm. 

God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason – it’s hard 
to grow alone! Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are, and walk beside you to a 
closer rela  onship with God.

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church offi  ce at 301-384-4394 
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be 
happy to talk with you to fi nd the 
answers you seek. 

Wednesdays, January 10 - February 7
Dinner at 6:00 pm

Informal Praise & Prayer at 6:30 pm
Groups & Classes at 6:40 pm

Closing at 7:45 pm
Winter Off erings Will Include:

  The Art of Neighboring
  Light Conversa  on: Talking with Those In Distress
  Do’s and Don’ts: Abuse, Addic  on, & Depression
  The Hero’s Journey
  The World’s Greatest Churches

Watch for details and registra  on coming soon 
in the bulle  n and online at mystandrew.org.

Sunday
Paul’s Journey Le  ers
9:30 am – resumes 1/7
Crea  ve Arts Room – LL

Anne & Bill Harpster

The Gospel of Ma  hew
9:30 am 

Conference Room
Ken Aus  n

TNT Young Adults Group 
Heaven & Earth-The Bible Project

6:00 pm – starts 1/7 
Bini & Karen Dawit

Monday
Women’s Bible Study

7:00 pm
Wellspring Center – LL

Pa  y Belke and Linda Lande

Tuesday
Men’s Small Group 

Know the Creeds & Councils
7:00 am

Living Room
Pastor Steve Miller

Winter Bible StudiesWinter Bible Studies
& Small Groups& Small Groups

Senior Bible Study
1:00 pm

Conference Room
2nd & 4th of the month – starts 1/9

Jack Hessler
Rogate Circle for Women
3rd Tuesday of the month

7:00 pm
Wellspring – LL 

Karen Ma  hiesen

Wednesday
Women’s Bible Study

9:30 am
Wellspring Center – LL

Robyn Howland

Thursday
Senior Bible Study

2nd Thursday of the month
10:30 am

Conference Room
Walt Petzold

Saturday
Senior Bible Study

Men’s Fellowship Gathering
8:00 am

Panera – Aspen Hill
Casual Saturday Coff ee

Call or email the chuch offi  ce to 
connect with a leader or to get more 
informa  on offi  ce@mystandrew.org 

or 301-384-4394.

Start the New Year Right!Start the New Year Right!
COMMON GROUND
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SOCIALSOCIAL  MinistryMinistry
Thanks Upon Thanks...
To members and friends for the 
generous outpouring of Christmas 
gi  s!  Over 800 happy children received 
toys selected by their parents at C-4.  
Many more were delighted by special 
request “snowman” gi  s distributed by 
Linkages to Learning.  Your generosity 
in helping those in need is greatly 
appreciated. 

LMS Thrift Shop 
Collection

January 28 & February 25
Donate gently used clothing and 
household goods to assist LMS meet 
their mission. Especially needed now 
are men’s warm clothing and children’s 
coats. Pack fragile items carefully to 
avoid breakage on the truck. Boxes are 
best! Thanks!

EMEAN Door Collection
January 20-21

The Eastern Montgomery Emergency Assistance Network (EMEAN) is a local 
organiza  on that off ers assistance to needy residents in emergency situa  ons. 
EMEAN provides one-  me rent payments to prevent evic  on, u  lity payments 
to retain heat, water or electricity service, and prescrip  on payments for much-
needed medica  on. A door collec  on will be taken at worship services on Sunday, 
January 20 and Monday, January 21 to support the work of EMEAN. Please be 
generous to help neighbos in need. Thank you!

Manna  Food Collection
February 25

Every day, MANNA distributes food at 
its warehouse and through a network 
of satellite loca  ons to help many 

neighbors 
in need.  St. 
Andrew is 
gearing up 

once again to support this vital work.  
Last February, St. Andrew members and 
friends contributed more than 14,000 
pounds of food to help stock Manna’s 
shelves. Let’s surpass that goal in 2018!  
Watch for grocery bags and lists in the
Commons in late January, or get Manna’s 
needs list at mannafood.org and start 
shopping sales of non-perishables 
now. Monetary dona  ons are also 
welcomed.   Volunteers will be needed 
to load the truck all morning on February 
28.  Contact Carol Petzold to volunteer.
Visit mannafood.org to learn more about
Manna’s work and mission, and to fi nd 
out you can help throughout the year.

2018 Calendars 
Still Needed!

S  ll holding on to some extra calendars 
that you aren’t able to use? Drop your 
extras in the marked box in the Coat 
Room to be distributed at C-4 and 
other loca  ons that serve the needy.

Social & Community Ministry 
Ques  ons or Ideas?
Contact Carol Petzold 

at 301-871-7413 
or petzold37@gmail.com

Social Ministry Team 
Planning Meeting
Monday, January 15

9:30 am
All are welcome to a  end this mee  ng 
on MLK Monday in the Conference 
Room.  The team will fi nalize our plans 
for February and March ac  vi  es and 
begin our planning for summer food 
distribu  on to needy children.  Come 
for coff ee and lively discussion about 
future projects and new ways we 
might serve.  Maybe you will decide to 
join the team?

C-4 Clothes Closet 
Helping Hands 

Needed This Month!
January is St. Andrew’s month to 
provide extra helpers to sort and hang 
clothing dona  ons at the C-4 Clothes 
Closet. Volunteers are needed on 
Tuesday, Thursday or Friday from 9-11 
am.  Food distributors are also needed 
on Tuesday and Friday mornings. 
Volunteer when you can at the C-4 
Center, 14015 New Hampshire Ave, 
just south of the ICC. Sign up at the 
Welcome Center or contact Carol 
Petzold to select a  me to help.  There 
is a special need for children’s clothing, 
size 2T-3T.  Bring dona  ons to the Coat 
Room and mark them “C-4.”

Carroll House 
Shelter Meal

Dinner for up to 20 men is coordinated 
once a month by Evelyn Doermann.  If 
you can provide a salad or vegetable for 
Monday, January 22, contact Evelyn at 
410-300-1027 or emdoermann@gmail.
com.

Microsoft Access 
Help Needed

C-4 is in need of some help with 
Microso   Access, the program that 
is used to maintain their database. 
If you can assist, contact Alyssa 
Ranko at 703-851-5993 or Alyssa@
atlan  cpersonnel.com.

Whatever you have done to the  least of these
brothers & sisters, you have done it to me. Matthew 25:40
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&Health Wellness

It’s the fresh beginning of a wonderful new year, and our Health and Wellness 
Ministry off ers so many opportuni  es to serve and be served. Do you know 
about all the ministries in which you can par  cipate? The bulle  n shares 
regularly about upcoming events and opportuni  es, and we hope as many of 
you as possible will learn more about how to take advantage of all our ministry 
has to off er for your own health and for chances to serve as volunteers. Coming 
up this month: 

 Paren  ng Support Group  (January 4 & 16) for parents of children 
and teens up to age 21 who are dealing with emo  onal health 
challenges.  Sponsored by Na  onal Associa  on for Mental Illness, 
in Prayer Room, Lower Level.  Facilitated by Tamara and Michael 
Arsenault.

 Healing Blessing (January 7 & 8) at all worship services a  er 
communion – see bulle  n for instruc  ons.

 Health Warriors Support Group (January 9 & 13)  for those dealing 
with chronic illness, in Prayer Room, Lower Level.  Faciliatated by 
Sheila Langston.

 Blood Pressure Screening (January 21) in the offi  ce area between 
all services.

 Caregiver Support Group (January 23) at 1 pm in Family Room for 
those who need to be home evenings, and at 7pm in Conference 
Room for those who work or can’t get away during the day.

 Senior Fit – a free exercise program in our Great Room sponsored 
by Holy Cross Hospital every Tuesday and Thursday from  9:15-10 
am.

In the community, Montgomery Hospice is off ering support groups for grieving 
people with many choices of dates,  mes and loca  ons throughout the month. 
Check the bulle  n board in the Coat Room for addi  onal informa  on. 

We look forward to another year of serving in the name of the Lord, and we pray 
that our ministries will be a blessing to you. Please contact the Faith Community 
Nurse in the offi  ce to learn more!

“...let your l ight shine before others, so that they may see your good 
wor ks and give glory t o your Father W ho is in Heaven...”

Matthew 5:16

Senior Adult Fellowship
“Senior Moments” 
Tuesday, January 9

11 am
We will welcome Diane Vance from 
the Alzheimer’s Associa  on to present 
on memory issues, including how 
to iden  fy what is normal aging and 
what’s not.   Diane’s talk, “Know the 10 
Signs: Early Detec  on Ma  ers” in the 
Wellspring Center will be followed by a 
potluck soup and salad luncheon in the 
Common Cup Cafe, Lower Level. Bring 
your favorite dish to share.  Sign up 
in the Commons or RSVP to Jeane  e 
Schuder at 301-879-5950.  Need a 
ride?  Contact Marilee in the offi  ce.

Health & Wellness Ques  ons? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
at 301-384-4394

or marileetollefson@gmail.com
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PRESCHOOOO L newsnews

Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with God and man.  

L u k e 2: 52

CHILDREN’S Ministry

We are se  ling in for some wintry weather as the new year begins, and 
hoping for a li  le snow to help the Preschoolers get through the chilly, 
mostly indoor season! 

Hard to believe, but it’s already  me to think about next school year! 
Registra  on for Fall 2018 will begin on Tuesday, January 30 with an Open 
House from 12:30-2:00  pm. Spread the word and invite friends to come 
for a tour of our wonderful, aff ordable school.  In case of inclement 
weather, the Open House “Snow Date” is Thursday, February 1 from 
12:30-2:00 pm.

For the upcoming school year, age requirements are as follows:
                  •  Two year olds – must be 2 by June 30, 2018
                  •  Three year olds – must be 3 by September 1, 2018
                  •  Four year olds – must be 4 by September 1, 2018
                  •  All 3’s & 4’s must be po  y trained.

Please pray for our students and staff  as we kick off  2018 and plan for 
the remainder of this school year and the year to come! Blessings of 
health, peace and joy in the New Year to all of you from all of us at the 
Preschool!

Give your child a great start in the 
New Year by enrolling him or her 
in Kingdom Kids Sunday School.  
They will join a great group of kids 
from Pre-K through Grade 6 who 
are already engaged in the fun and 
learning at Kingdom Kids every 
Sunday morning. There’s no  me 
like the present to open your child’s 
heart and mind to the  meless Bible 
stories that will build their faith 
from the ground up! Funny videos 
and fun cra  s and ac  vi  es bring 
home the message every week.  
Try it – you’ll like it!  It’s a gi   for 
your child that will last a life  me.

Register your K-6th graders 
in Room 118.  Pre-K children 
meet in Room 122.  Drop  off   at 
9:30 and pick up at 10:40 am. 

Ques  ons?
Contact LiaMai Puskar

Children’s Ministry Coordinator 
301-384-2660 

lcsakids@yahoo.com.

Practice Makes Pageant
This year’s pageant was  a 

deligh  ul original tale of the 
“miracle” that happens when 

God’s youngest saints and 
dedicated volunteers come 

together to tell the story of Jesus 
at the holiest of seasons!  Many 

thanks to all the children and 
families who par  cipated, and to 

Allison Fuentes and Riki Schoppert 
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CRAFT Ministry 
Taking the Show 

on the Road 

St. Andrew’s Cra   Ministry has a 
long-standing tradi  on of crea  vity, 
fellowship and service that culminates 
in the Arts & Cra  s Holiday Fair held 
each November, but the ministry 
con  nues to evolve as par  cipants seek 

LWML Mite Box January Update
Happy New Year! The Lutheran Women in Mission would like to take this moment to thank everyone 
for their enthusias  c support of our mIssion grants in 2017. With your help, na  onal LWML completely 
funded a $100,00 grant for con  nued support for missionaries throughout the world to proclaim the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. The grant provides for a variety of necessary missionary resources such as orienta  on and training, 
language training, transporta  on to and in the country of service and on furlough, various types of insurance, housing, 
medical care, u  li  es, and educa  on of missionary children, to name a few. 
The Chesapeake District LWML (represen  ng women in Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Southern Pennsylvania and West 
Virginia) will soon pay their sixth mission grant of the 2016-2018 biennium to Orphan Grain Train. This $5,000 grant will help 
OGT add non-perishable food to a shipping container for LCMS relief eff orts in Hai  . Once that is paid, we’ll focus on the next 
grant -- collec  ng $5,000 for Lutheran Bible Translators to equip na  onals in Southern Africa to translate the Bible into local 
languages. Our goal is to fund all of our remaining seven grants (approximately $28,000) by the end of June.
Thank you for your generous support of all our mission grants! For more informa  on about Lutheran Women in Mission and 
Mite Boxes, please contact Edi Collis at edithcollis@hotmail.com.

new ideas and try new things. Last 
year,  spring and summer cra   “mini-
shows”  on Sunday mornings made 
their debut and were well-received.  
The cra  ers even took their show “on 
the road” in December, par  cipa  ng 
in a bazaar at Park View Elementary 
School in Silver Spring. The event 
off ered a great opportunity to raise 
awareness among those in the 
community, and cra  ers hope to 
do more of the same in the future. 
Thanks to  ministry chair Sue Scherer, 
and JoAnn Aulick, LInda Patch and 
Dee Klingner who coordinated the 
eff ort. All are welcome to join Cra   
Ministry!  Contact Sue at 301-337-
9900 or susan.quilts@comcast.net 
for more informa  on, or join the 
weekly Wednesday cra  ing sessions 
that will resume the fi rst week of 
February.  Bring your ideas! 

House of Lights: 
A Special Gift

Years ago, an 11-year old Gaithersburg 
resident named Kevin was undergoing 
treatment for lymphoma.  As 
Christmas approached, Kevin’s family 
got word that he could come home 
for the holiday.  A caring neighbor 
who loved to light up his house for 
Christmas got word about Kevin’s 
homecoming and added a large 
“Get Well Kevin” to the light display 
on top of his garage.  That caring 
soul was St. Andrew member, Mike 
Witmer.  Kevin was so thrilled to 
see his name in lights that year, he 
asked his parents, “Do you think Mr. 
Witmer will put my name up there 
every year?”  Thus, a tradi  on was 
born that con  nued to delight Kevin 
for 8 years.  Sadly, Kevin lost his ba  le 
with lymphoma in 2010.  Mike spoke 
at Kevin’s funeral, and vowed that 
the display would con  nue and get 
even bigger, to make sure Kevin could 
see it from heaven.  And so it does. 
This year, the story was picked up by 
NBC4, and Kevin’s family’s crusade to 
raise funds for lymphoma research 
was highlighted for the whole metro 
area to see. We pray that publicity will 
raise awareness and help the cause.  
The lesson is clear: a quiet act of love 
done in the name of Christ shines far 
and wide.  Let your light shine! 
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Financial Education MINISTRY
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Dear Friends,
We give thanks for your love, 
prayers, fl owers, and messages of 
spiritual support at the passing of 
our mother and grandmother into 
the arms of God last November.  As 
we rejoice in her victory in Christ, 
we praise God for the loving care of 
our spiritual family at St. Andrew.  
Love, 
The Hricko Family

Dar Friends,
Thanks for your prayers, requested 
on our behalf by friends Stu & 
Barbara Richards.  A  er 4 years 
on the list, we are happy to report 
that Andy had successful liver 
transplant surgery in June and is 
doing well. We needed all the help 
we could get on this journey, and so 
appreciated your care and concern. 
Andy & Tina Howard

Dear Friends,
Thank you for the many prayers, 
cards, fl owers, framed picture and 
visits during my recovery from hip 
surgery. We are so grateful for such 
a loving church family.
Sincerely,
Bill Fristoe

Friends in Christ,
Gree  ngs in the Name of our risen 
and victorious Savior, Jesus!
On behalf of the Texas District, I 
give thanks for the generosity and 
concern that your gi   represents 
following the devasta  on of 
Hurrican Harvey. Your fi nancial 
assistance allows us to support 
people whose property has been 
damaged as well as providing 
supplies to clean-up or even re-
build homes, schools and churches.  
Your  mely gi   gives great witness 
to God’s love and provision. God’s 
con  nued blessings on you.
Your partner in mission,
Rev. Ken Hennings
President, Texas Disctrict LCMS

Dearest Members, Staff  & Friends,
Hear  elt thanks for your strong 
support of Bethania Kids Founda  on. 
Deep gra  tude comes from our 
Bethania Board and the staff  of 100 
who serve so unselfi shly, as well as 
the 1000 children and 60 women in 
India who are currently benefi   ng 
from Bethania Kids programs.
Special thanks to all for the warm 
welcome and abundance of support 
shown during Bethania’s visit to St. 
Andrew on November 19-21. From the 
worship services and messages to the 
program of hymns and organ music 
to the Indian dinner, the outpouring 
of love was awesome. Thanks to the 
Global Mission Team, the musicians, 
pastors, staff  and volunteers. And to 
the congrega  on and friends, thank 
you for opening your hearts to care so 
generously for God’s children through 
Bethania’s ministry. The fi nancial gi  s 
received provide hope for the future 
and a fi rm connec  on to Christ, 
while nurturing and equipping these 
children of God for produc  ve lives of 

service. Josephine Mary and Christal 
Margret have now completed their 
30th Anniversary “Tour of Love” in 
the US, and returned to India with 
tears of gra  tude in their eyes. 
They were greatly moved by the 
overwhelming generosity of all the 
people they met, including those at 
St Andrew. God has richly blessed our 
congrega  on with abundance, talent, 
and a heart to care for those in need. 
Christal and Josephine experienced 

those blessings in the love you shared.
They ask for your con  nued prayers 
and invite you to visit India to see for 
yourself what God is doing through 
Bethania’s ministry.
Wishing you God’s richest blessings 
today and every day,
Larry Zimmerman
President, Bethania Kids

Dear Friends,
Thank you so much for your cards, 
notes of encouragement, and prayers 
while I was recovering from my 
accident last year, in which my hand 
was broken in three places.  It has 
taken a lot of  me and work to regain 
the use of my hand.  I was wai  ng 
before wri  ng to you with the hope I 
would be able to report my hand was 
back to normal.  Although I now know 
my hand will not return to its prior 
condi  on, I am con  nually learning to 
compensate and to develop my hand’s 
capabili  es.  As a professional pianist 
and piano teacher, this has proven 
to be one of the biggest challenges 
of my life.  But it could have been so 
much worse! I have to work harder 
now, but I have successfully resumed 
performing in concerts. It’s by God’s 
grace and guidance of my doctors and 
physical therapists, and your hear  elt 
support that I have been able to return 
to my normal life.
Thanks again, 
Helen Smith Tarchalski

May the Lord
reward you for

y
your kindness.

yy

Ruth 1:8
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