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St. Andrew’s

news

Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

Our mission is to
demonstrate God’s love
by caring for all people
and helping them to
know and follow Jesus.

In This Issue...
»» Men’s Conference – October 7
»» Common Ground Continues
»» Trunk or Treat Fall Festival
»» Reformation Celebration
»» Oktoberfest - October 29
»» Pastor ‘s Sabbatical Report
»» Volunteer Opportunities

Dear Friends,
As promised upon return from my
summer sabbatical, a report of my
two months away from St. Andrew last
July and August is included in the later
pages of this month’s newsletter for
those who may be interested in what
I was up to. Be sure to heat up a cup
of coffee before you read it, and know
that I share it with thanks for the time I
had to experience all that I describe in
my reflections. But, before you even
consider reading about my wanderings
last summer, I encourage you to first
consider the far more important pages
that point to our future. On them you
will find no shortage of opportunities to
become part of our spiritual adventure
in the weeks ahead.
As October begins, these events
include a fellowship time for young
families and a gathering of folks who
are led to explore the possibility of a
second site for St. Andrew’s ministry in
the Howard County area. A week later,
the Wellspring Men’s Conference will
be held at which Congressman Larry
Bucshon, who worships at St. Andrew,
and Campus Pastor Victor Belton of
Concordia College-New York will serve
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as keynote speakers on the critical
relationship between faith and life for
“Men of God” today. Pastor Belton will
also serve as our guest preacher that
weekend, and having heard a few of
his messages, I can tell you that you
won’t want to miss it. Still later in the
month, we will gather at St. Andrew
with the people of Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Laurel to celebrate the
500th Anniversary of the Reformation
including a special afternoon worship
followed by an Oktoberfest in the Great
Room. On Reformation weekend we
will also mark the 10th anniversary of
the cornerstone laying at our present
house of worship. And those are just a
few of the highlights in addition to the
fall sessions of Common Ground and
a host of other settings for study and
discussion, plus our ongoing ministries
of compassion and human care.
In the days ahead, I also invite you to
join me in welcoming a new face at the
church office as Sarita Winter joins our
administrative team. Sarita succeeds
Caron Carlson, whom you will continue
to see at church with her family and for
whom we are so grateful as we think of
her excellent work among us over the
past year.
Continued on page 2
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Finally, you may have noticed the
care we’ve taken lately to keep God’s
house in good repair. There are new
coats of paint in the Great Room,
portions of the sanctuary, classrooms,
and other locations. Chair rails have
been installed at the rear of the
sanctuary. Cleanings have taken place.
And interior and exterior lighting
enhancements that were part of the
original plan for our facilities have
finally been realized. We’ve also been
able to provide blessings from God
to hurricane victims and many others
in need of our support. All of this is
thanks to God’s provision through your
ongoing support of the “Above and
Beyond” special gift program.

our fellowship, and our witness to the
world. I pray that you will be part of it
all and that your presence in the family
of God will be written throughout all
the pages of your life.
The Lord be with you+

Pastor Mark Hricko

So read on, put the dates on your
calendar, and join your church family
for a great time in the Lord this October.
Beginning with our worship on
Sundays and Mondays, there’s a lot to
choose from for your spiritual growth,
the strength of our ministry, the joy of

Common Ground
Wednesdays
Dinner at 6:00 pm
Informal Praise & Prayer
at 6:30 pm
Groups & Classes at 6:40 pm
Closing at 7:45 pm
• Luther and the Reformation:
A 500th Anniversary Review
• Sacred Music: History and
Stories
• Race and Religion: Let’s Talk
About our Role as Christians
• Mission Report: How & Where
God’s Kingdom Is Advancing
Now

Details and registration
available in the bulletin
and online!

Church Staff

2017 Board of Directors

Mark A. Hricko, Pastor
Steve Miller, Associate Pastor
Kenneth G. Carlson, Assistant Pastor
Jotham Johann, Director of Wellspring
Greg Twombley, Director of Ministries & Praise Team
Barbara Wahlbrink, Director of Communications
Riki Schoppert, Director of Student Ministries & Worship Arts
Lia Mai Puskar, Preschool Director & Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Robyn Howland, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Events
Andrea Hricko, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Wee Worship
Marianne Lohr, Children’s Ministry Assistant - VBS
Marilee Tollefson, Faith Community Nurse
Rosemary Wasser, Organist Choirmaster
Ashley Gingrich, Children’s Choir Director
Debbie Snyder, Director of Administration
Bruce Poese, Director of Media Ministry
Sarita Winter, Creative Services
Anne Harpster, Bookkeeper
Ange Lorenz, Bookkeeper
Luis Escobar, Property Maintenance/Events

Karen Rosales, Chair, 301-580-6583
Paul Lobien,Vice-Chair, 301-738-3393
Ken Austin, 301-754-2711
Kim Bolton, 301-871-2192
Roger Caldow, 301-774-2570
Gary Fields, 301-649-1757
Glen Harvell, 301-926-6186
Martha Piedrasanta, 301-460-0565
Betsy Varghese, 301-830-2733
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Treasurer:
Bruce Winter, 301-476-9868
LWML President:
Karen Matthiesen, 301-774-5899

St. Andrew News
Published monthly by:
The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew
15300 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20905
301-384-4394
Preschool: 301-384-2660
office@mystandrew.org  www.mystandrew.org
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP
God called us to be part of His

Sunday, October 29
Celebrate the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation
and Martin Luther’s Faithful Life & Legacy!

Morning Worship at 8:00, 9:30, & 11:00 am
Recognition of the 10th Anniversary
of the Laying of St. Andrew’s Cornerstone
on New Hampshire Avenue

Festival Worship at 4:00 pm

Special Liturgy and Music at St. Andrew
in Partnership with Our Savior Lutheran Church, Laurel.

Oktoberfest Party at 5:00 pm

A Traditional German Feast & Fellowship Luther-Style!

Watch for details, coming soon!

Howard County Ministry
“Meet & Greet”
Sunday, October 1 at 5:00 pm
Gather with members and friends of St. Andrew
who are excited by a possible expansion of our ministry
into Howard County!
Come for good food, great fellowship, and sharing
about the progress made and new ideas
as our Futures Task Force prepares its report
of this exciting vision for our whole church family
to prayerfully consider.
The gathering will be held at the home of
St. Andrew members David & Julie Peitsch,
11632 Quarterfield Road, Ellicott City, Maryland.
All are welcome and encouraged to bring friends who might
have interest in this new ministry and/or feedback to share.
RSVP to David & Julie at
jmpeitsch@aol.com or 410-409-8591.
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. family for a reason – it’s hard

to grow alone! Our St. Andrew
community will meet you where
you are, and walk beside you to a
closer relationship with God.

Wondering how to unite
with St. Andrew?
Follow these easy steps…
•

Worship with us regularly!

•

Explore the ministry and
		 participate in Faith Walk 101
Information & Membership
Seminar. Led by our Pastors
and other ministry leaders,
these sessions offer the
opportunity to explore
the Lutheran faith, learn
more about our St. Andrew
community, and get to know
others who are on the same
path.

• If you wish to transfer your
membership from another
faith community, contact
the church office. We will be
pleased to assist by writing for
your transfer.
• If you are a new Christian,
speak with a Pastor about
receiving the Sacrament of
Holy Baptism.
If you are searching for answers
about God, your faith, or our St.
Andrew community, contact the
church office at 301-384-4394
or at mystandrew.org. We’ll be
happy to talk with you to find the
answers you seek.

October 2017 Volume 68 Issue 10

Fundraising Dinner
For C-4
Thursday, October 19
6:00 pm

Come for a wonderful evening of
fellowship and delicious food to
support an organization that is a prime
partner in serving our local community!
The dinner to benefit Colesville
Council of Community Congregations
is all fun and no speeches at Greek
Village Restaurant, Colesville Shopping
Center. The cost is $50 per person
for a full buffet, and a portion is tax
deductible as a donation to operate
the C-4 Clothes Closet. Gather a group
and reserve your spot by contacting
Alyssa Ranko at 703-851-5993 or
Alyssa@ atlanticpersonnel.com. Want
to go with a St. Andrew group? Contact
Carol Petzold to coordinate.

Looking Ahead:

C-4 Toy Drive &
Linkages
Christmas Gift Drive

Opportunities to help neighbors in
need during the joyous Christmas
season will once again be coming
your way! Watch for Linkages to
Learning “Snowman” Gift Lists in early
November, and start collecting toys of
$10–15 each for sorting/distribution
at C-4 in December. Electronics and
Legos are favorites! Details coming in
next month’s newsletter.

Social & Community Ministry
Questions or Ideas?
Contact Carol Petzold
at 301-871-7413
or petzold37@gmail.com

Social Ministry
Community Based Shelter Week
October 15 – 21

For almost 30 years, St. Andrew has partnered with Interfaith
Works to support this congregation and community supported
program that provides food, shelter, and rehabilitative
assistance to homeless women. During Shelter
Week, our members and friends work together
to provide breakfast, bag lunches, dinner and
other supplies for the 35 shelter residents.
Chefs, servers, shoppers and deliverers are all
needed! Prayerfully consider how you can help
and visit the table in the commons to sign up.
Questions? Contact Evelyn Doermann at 410300-1027 or emdoermann@gmail.com.

Lutheran Mission Society

“Thrift Shop”
Collection

Lutheran Mission Society

Annual Fundraising
Dinner

Sunday, October 22

Sunday, November 5

Donate gently used clothing and
household goods to help neighbors
in need. With cold weather coming,
donate your extra, gently used warm
socks, sweaters, coats, boots, hats,
and mittens. Children’s clothing is
always in short supply. Please pack
fragile items to avoid breakage on
the truck! For example, glass should
be protected in newspaper or bubble
wrap; lampshades should be boxed
if possible. Please note that the
collection is always the 4th Sunday,
so in October it’s NOT the last Sunday
of the month! Thanks!

Join fellow Mission Society supporters
to celebrate all that God has done
and to continue building for the
future! Gather for a delicious dinner
with music provided by acclaimed
keyboardist
Rob
MacReynolds.
Donate/bid toward many delightful
Silent Auction items too. It’s held at
Kurtz’s Beach, Pasadena. Tickets are
$50 each. To make reservations or
donate an item for the Silent Auction,
call 410-636-0123. Interested in going
with a group from St. Andrew? Contact
Carol Petzold to coordinate.

C-4 Volunteers
Needed

Social Ministry
Team Meeting

Volunteers are needed to distribute
food on Tuesday and Friday mornings
at the C-4 Clothes Closet, just south of
the ICC on New Hampshire Avenue.
Contact Carol at 301-871- 7413 or
petzold37@gmail.com to select dates
that work for you. No experience
necessary! You will be working with a
seasoned volunteer.
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4:00 pm

Monday, October 16
7:00 pm

Gather with the team
upcoming projects and
members, friends, and
welcome! Meet in the
Room, Main Level.

to discuss
plans. All
ideas are
Conference
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The Lord’s Truck

A Tale of Chicken
and Grace

One quiet Friday afternoon, when
almost everyone had left the church
office for the day, our Faith Community
Nurse Marilee Tollefson took one
last call from a ministry partner.
The unexpected message: “We’re
receiving a delivery of 3,000 pounds
of frozen chicken to distribute to the
needy! Send as many people as you
can.”
Wow! What a blessing, yet what a
task! It sounded like a job for The Lord’s
Truck! Marilee quickly sent a message
to Lord’s Truck volunteers and, within
an hour, Bob Rathbun and George Pauli
were on the job! St. Andrew’s share of
the frozen chicken was quickly claimed
and soon on its way to Shepherd’s
Table in Silver Spring. Many homeless
families were fed through generosity
and team work that came together in
a flash, all to the glory of God!

Senior Adult
Fellowship
Friday, October 13

To get more information and/or
get involved in this important and
rewarding ministry, contact Roger
Caldow at roger.caldow@verizon.net
or Marilee Tollefson in the church
office.

Education Ministry

C&O Canal Boat Ride
Join the group for a mule-drawn boat
ride on the C&O Canal rescheduled
for Friday, October 13. Following the
boat ride, purchase lunch on your own
at the Snack Bar and we will picnic
together along the bank of the scenic
Canal.
We will depart St. Andrew at 9:30 am
in carpools. Space is limited, so please
sign up early in the Commons or by
contacting Jeanette Schuder at 301879-5950. Pay $6 per person for the
boat ride plus a portion of the national
park entrance fee of $10 per car.
Let’s pray for a beautiful October day!

Every week, Lord’s Truck volunteers
transport food and goods from
those with extra to those in need.
Heartwarming stories and a powerful
witness for Christ are all part of the
journey. Drivers are needed for regular
routes and occasional fill-ins.
Currently there is the need for a
driver to pickup excess produce after
the Takoma Park Farmers Market on
Saturdays at 2:00 pm. There is also a
need for strong helpers to transport
donated hospital beds in support of a
mission project to the Navajo Nation.

Financial

IRA Charitable
Allowance
Did you know that Congress
allows those over 70 1/2 to make
a direct donation of IRA Required
Minimum Distributions (RMDs) to a
charity, without having to claim the
withdrawal as taxable income? If
you have been blessed financially
to the degree that your RMD is not
needed to support your retirement
lifestyle, consider donating it to
a charitable organization. It may
be of benefit to you as well as the
recipient organization. Who would
benefit most from this allowance?
• Those not able to itemize
deductions.
• Those who seek to minimize
income in order to minimize
Medicare premiums.
• And, of course, the recipient
charity (St. Andrew or another) will
benefit the most!

Thanks …

Thanks to your generosity, St. Andrew
was able to send $3000 to the LCMS
Texas District to help with flood relief
in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey.
And more funds were collected to
benefit those affected by Hurricane
Irma. Watch for further opportunities
to assist as the cleanup and rebuilding
continues.
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Before making a withdrawal,
check with your IRA custodian
for instructions about how the
processing must be done to qualify.
Note that, although a directly
donated withdrawal does not count
as income, it does not qualify as a
deductible charitable contribution.
Always consult your financial or tax
advisor before making this or any
financial decision.
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Children’s Ministry
At Kingdom Kids Sunday School, we help children
understand what it means to be a part of
God’s Kingdom every day, everywhere!

Ages 3-12 participate in age-appropriate music, Bible lessons, story telling,
hands-on activities and discussion to build faith and trust in God and love
for Jesus. It’s a wonderful chance for kids to build faith friendships too!
We’re off to a great start this fall, but it’s never too late to get involved.
Prayerfully consider giving your kids and grandkids this gift that will last
a lifetime! Register your child any Sunday in Room 118, Main Level.
Questions? Contact Lia Mai Puskar, Children’s Ministry Director at lcsakids@
yahoo.com.

Trunk Or Treat
Fall Festival
Saturday, October 28 from 11am – 1pm
Fall Fun for ALL AGES!
Hayrides - Pumpkin Painting - Trunk or Treat
Kids’ Activities - Giveaways
Snacks and Much More Fall Fun!

Volunteers are needed to decorate trunks, give out candy and
warm welcomes. Help share God’s love with our community!
Mark your Calendar and Invite Friends!
Bring your fun ideas, time and talents! Sign up in the Commons or
contact Robyn at (301) 437-3634 or robynhowland@hotmail.com.

Young Fa milies
Picnic & Play
Sunday, October 1
10:30 am - 2:00 pm

It’s time for young families to meet
up for lunch and fellowship after
church! Playtime starts at 10:30 on
the north lawn near the playground
after Kingdom Kids Sunday School
and lunch will be provided at noon.
Drop by when you can and feel free
to bring a dish or drinks to share.
All families are welcome including
babies, toddlers and elementary
schoolers. To get more information
or to RSVP contact Jennifer Lee at
jferlee@gmail.com.

Family Movie
Night
Friday, October 6
8:00 pm

Come for a movie on the big screen,
including popcorn and lots of fun!
Watch the bulletin for details!

Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor
with God and man. Luke 2:52
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PRESCHOOL n ews
Great news!

St. Andrew Preschool is now 90%
enrolled for 2017-2018. The 3’s
classes are completely full; the
2’s and the 4’s classes have just
a handful of openings each. Our
goal is always 100% enrollment,
so spread the word to neighbors
and friends about our wonderful,
affordable preschool, where each
child is treasured and taught that he
or she is a precious gift from God.
Once again, the October Preschool
calendar is filled with a variety
of fun fall activities. National Fire
Prevention Week will feature a visit
from the Hillandale Fire Department
and the exciting opportunity for
kids to tour the shiny red fire truck!
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School portraits will be taken by
our favorite photographer, member
Keith Watkins. We’ll have a trip to
the Pumpkin Patch for 3s & 4s, and
a Pumpkin Patch activity on our
grounds for the 2s. Finally, we’ll close
October with our Annual Fall Festival
on October 27, and Halloween dress
up days on October 30 (3s & 4s) and
October 31(2s).
All of us at the Preschool
thank you for your support
and wish you a blessed autumn!

Questions?

Let the little
children come to
me, and do not
stop them, for the
Kingdom of God
belongs to such
as these.

Contact Preschool Director
LiaMai Puskar at 301-384-2660 or
lcsapreschool@yahoo.com.

Matthew 5:2

GLOBAL MISSION NEWS
Bethania Kids

Making A Difference for Christ in India
For 30 years, Bethania Kids has helped bring wholeness and hope to poor, abandoned, and disabled children in India.
For many of those years, the people of St. Andrew have partnered with Bethania Kids to answer Christ’s call to serve the
needy and preach good news to the poor through this ministry. St. Andrew member Larry Zimmerman currently serves as
President of Bethania Kids, and his heart and passion for the ministry has inspired an expansion of that partnership with
St. Andrew and others. Please keep Bethania in your prayers and read on for ways you can help support the mission.

“Goods for Bethania” Collection

From October through January, we will be collecting a variety of goods for Bethania’s ministry that will be transported to
India in a large shipping container arranged by another ministry partner, Orphan Grain Train. Watch for the needs list and
details in the bulletin, online and at an Information Table in the Commons, coming soon. Be generous in donating new and
gently used items that will bring joy and hope to children and families served by Bethania in India.
Collection Questions? Contact Kay Caviness (kaziec@aol.com) or Janet Burton (janet.burton704@gmail.com).

Bethania Sunday - November 19

In the morning, St. Andrew will welcome two special guests as part of Bethania Kids 30th Anniversary “Tour of Love”
across the United States. Josephine Selvam is a long-time staff member and current director of several care centers.
Chrystal Margaret is a graduate of Bethania Kids Grace Home who now works as a nurse and gives back to her
community. We look forward to their time with us in worship, Sunday school, and fellowship as they share stories and
answer questions about the ministry. At 4:00 pm, St. Andrew will host a Bethania Hymn Sing & Concert, followed by a
delectable Indian dinner. Mark your calendar and invite friends for a delightful evening to benefit an awesome cause!
Watch for ticket sales a few weeks prior.
Bethania Questions or Ideas? Contact Larry at zimmerman.larry@comcast.net or 301-854-0050.
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Craft Ministry News
He has made
everything
beautiful
in its
time.
Eccelesiastes 3:11

Arts & Crafts
Holiday Fair
Saturday, November 4
St. Andrew’s annual craft fair has been going strong for almost 30
years and, once again, it’s almost here! The date has been set a few
weeks earlier this year, to maximize attendance and avoid conflicts
with other similar events. Mark your calendar and spread the word!
Thanks to all the talented crafters, artisans and chefs who have been
hard at work creating delights for this year’s fair. Home crafters,
please submit all completed projects as soon as possible, so they can
be counted and priced. Vintage treasures are needed for Grandma’s
Attic-but only your best extras, please! No clothes or books. Small gift
items for “Santa’s Workshop” (kids’ gift shopping) are also needed.
We are seeking many helpers to pitch in before, during and after the
fair-watch for sign up sheets in the Commons, coming soon! Most of all,
share the news about our wonderful fair filled with handmade arts, crafts,
treats and treasures! Invite friends and neighbors and post fliers in your
community. Calls, notes, emails, posts, tweets - any and all “grass-roots”
publicity is welcome and encouraged! Let’s make this the biggest fair yet!

Craft Questions?
Contact Sue Scherer at 301-337-9900
or susan.quilts@comcast.net
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Health&Wellness
October will be a month of
caring, teaching and serving
for our Health & Wellness Ministry!
Mental Health Awareness Week
October 1-7

Fall Blood Drive
Sunday, October 8
Mark your calendars to stop by the
Great Room to give the precious gift
of life. Avoid the wait by making an
appointment online from the link at
mystandrew.org.

Stop by the Mental Health Ministry table in the Commons on October 1-2 to find
helpful information and view resources available in our Mental Health Library,
located in the Prayer Room on the Lower Level. Creative Spirits Ministry and
Health Warriors Support Group will also be present to offer gifts of faith and
encouragement free of charge that you can share with friends and loved ones
who are facing health challenges and life crises.
On Tuesday, October 10, the Health Warriors Support Group will meet to discuss
significant stressors in our daily lives that can lead to anxiety and depression, and
offer ways to cope. All are welcome to join the discussion in the Prayer Room
(Lower Level) from 10:30 am-12:00 noon.
The Mental Health Ministry Team is here to serve you and those you love. We
are available to pray, visit, offer referrals, speak, teach, and support all members
and friends of St. Andrew regarding mental health concerns. We welcome ideas
and helpers, too!
For questions or information contact Tamara at tamara.arsenault1@gmail.com;
Sheila at slangstos@gmail.com / 301-384-4394 or Marilee at the church office.

Creative Spirits
Needs You!

Do you crochet, knit, sew, paint, sculpt, or enjoy a craft of any kind? Would
you like to share your creative gifts to encourage others? If so, we need you!
Creative Spirits is a ministry dedicated to creating gifts of faith and hope to
encourage members and friends experiencing serious health concerns and/
or life crises. Creative Spirits gifts come in a variety of "flavors" - appropriate
for those who are ill or injured, for those grieving, for those welcoming a new
baby, and more. If you have a "creative spirit," prayerfully consider joining this
important ministry. We meet periodically to work, fellowship and pray together
- and many of our members create gifts on their own too! Watch the bulletin
for notice of our upcoming fall gathering. All are welcome!
If you would like to select a gift of encouragement to share with a loved one,
email creative.spirits.lcsa@gmail.com or reach out to Faith Community Nurse
Marilee Tollefson in the church office. All gifts are given free of charge.
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Update on the
Affordable Care Act
The Affordable Care Act (ACA) 2018
Open Enrollment period runs from
November 1 through December 15,
2017. Get an update on current ACA
features and benefits by attending a
free information session sponsored
by Holy Cross Health. Sessions
are scheduled on October 12 in
Germantown and October 17 in
Silver Spring. Call 301-754-8800 to
get details and additional dates.

What does the Lord
Your God ask of you but
to fear Him, to walk in
obedience to Him and to
love Him.
Deuteronomy 10:12

Health & Wellness Questions?
Contact Marilee Tollefson
Faith Community Nurse
at 301-384-4394
or marileetollefson@gmail.com
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Thanks...

I thank my
God every time
I remember
you ...
Philippians 1:3


Dear Church Family, Home Prayer
Chains, Pastors and Choir family,
Thank you all for the prayers,
thoughts, good wishes, gifts of food,
the altar flowers, the visits, the
home prayers, and many offers to
help during my time of need. What
a blessing it is to be part of this faith
community at St. Andrew. I can
never forget the love that has been
showered upon me by my church
family. I have been blessed and I am
thankful.
Marian Lewis

Dear Friends at St. Andrew,
What a night we had at the benefit
dinner and concert with the family at
St. Andrew. May you be blessed over
and over for the love you extended to
so many. We have been truly blessed.
The Engen Family
Mi Refugio



Dear Friends at St. Andrew,
Once again, you were there for us!
We are so appreciative of Marilee’s
connections of the Lord’s Truck, Roger
& Don who helped us move my fatherin-law out of Lesiure World. They
brought dollies and their muscles! We
are grateful. Thank you!
Claudia Lynch and Family


DearFriends,
Thank you for the wonderful donations
that were delivered to Crossway last
Friday! I wanted you to know how
much the church’s support and your
personal involvement means to our
Crossway families as well as to our staff.
It gives us all a lift to know there are
wonderful people in the community
and in your church who believe in and
support Crossway’s mission.
Ann Byrne
Crossway Community


Dear Friends,
My sincere thanks for the lovely
flowers from worship. It never ceases
to amaze me how thoughtful and
caring the members of St. Andrew are.
Blessings to all!
Audrey Luken
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Dear Friends,
It was a very pleasant surprise to
receive the altar flowers. Your kindness
and prayers through my surgery and
recovery have been a tremendous
comfort. Thank you so much.
Diane McCoy



Dear St. Andrew Friends,
We would like to extend our sincere
thanks for the welcome gift and
meal that you delivered to our family
upon the birth of second child, Lily.
We are grateful for your generosity
and greatly appreciate the gesture.
We enjoyed our meal as a family
and were glad to skip the work of
preparing dinner for a night! We
also appreciated the gifts for our
daughter and also the gift and books
that you sent along for our son,
Grant. We would also like to thank
Marilee Tollefson for reaching out
and coordinating delivery of these
items. We are looking forward to Lily’s
baptism into the church community!
Thank you!
Erin, Brandon, Grant and Lily Horbal


Dear St. Andrew Friends,
On behalf of Linkages to Learning and
the families we serve, we want to thank
you for your generosity. Being able
to rely on your donations during the
summer months means so much to us.
Without your selflessness, we would
not have been able to consistently
provide food for the fifteen families we
continue to serve during the summer.
Your kindness and empathy has
contributed to the well-being of our
families in need. We appreciate your
support and look forward to continuing
our work together.
Julissa Contreras-Castanon
Linkages to Learning
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Sabbatical Reflections

from Pastor Hricko

The summer of 2017 was extra special for me in a number of ways, not the least of which is that with the blessing of St.
Andrew’s Elders and Board of Directors, I was able to weave three weeks of annual vacation and a little less than five
more of sabbatical leave for the purpose of rest, reflection, study, and spiritual refreshment. My time away began on
July 10th and continued through September 1st. It included family time, walks around the lake near our home, reading
sessions with David in a local coffee shop, a vacation with Patty, a trip with Lauren, and big news from Andrea. It also
took me to a number of churches and other places I’ve wanted to visit and to learning experiences that blessed me richly.
It was a good time in the Lord and I’m truly grateful for the chance to stand down for a while prior to another season of
ministry that will be in full swing by the time you read these words. I also want to thank St. Andrew’s leaders and staff
for their faithful service while I was gone.
As an expression of accountability for the time you allowed me to have away from our congregation, allow me to share
my reflections on the places I visited and experiences I had during my summer sabbatical. I also make this report with
the hope that it might inform your understanding of what author Trevor Sutton calls the difference between “Sabbath
rest and mindless amusement.” While I confess to having experienced both during July and August, I also testify to the
power of finding God in many new places and in fresh new ways.

Churches ...
Amazing Grace Lutheran Church is located in the inner city of east Baltimore. It has been described as “a real church in
a real hood.” Drug deals have taken place in its shadow. On the Sunday I was there a Baltimore City official came with
information about ridding your house of rats. And yet, Amazing Grace is a place that is full of hope and life in Christ,
where a culturally and economically diverse congregation gathers to worship God, honor and support each other, and
serve the community around them. Officially, the congregation calls itself “a multi-cultural come-as-you-are community
committed to being a place of hope and healing in East Baltimore, connecting people with the life changing power of
Jesus.” And by all indications, that’s what it is. The area behind the church has been transformed into an urban garden
where vegetables are grown for church members and neighbors in need. Its back wall has a giant mural painted on it
depicting the lion and the lamb together. A labyrinth invites people to pray and reflect on the God who enters our broken
world and walks by our side. Their “Amazing Kids” after-school program operates on weekdays during the school year.
And the sense of authentic community at Amazing Grace was so evident in the service our son David and I attended
that we left agreeing that we would not soon forget our experience. The problems of inner city Baltimore have not
disappeared. But Amazing Grace is right there in the midst of them doing the work of Christ. This little church is making
a big difference for the kingdom, and more churches of all sizes need to be like it.
Southeast Christian Church in Louisville, Kentucky, by contrast, is one of the largest congregations in the nation, with
weekly worship attendance of more than 21,000. It is known not only for its size, even among mega churches, but for being
multi-site, which is to say that Southeast Christian is one congregation meeting in five different locations throughout the
greater Louisville area and across the river in southern Indiana. Founded in 1962 by a few dozen visionary followers of
Jesus, Southeast continues to serve at its best known location, which now includes a 105 acre campus, a sanctuary with
seating for thousands, a “commons” larger than a football field, and 91 Sunday School rooms for children. And yet, in
just the past ten years, the congregation has established four additional sites and now describes itself as a “unified multisite community” on the mission of connecting people to Jesus and to one another with Him at the center of everything.
The leadership, organization, and message are all centralized, though each site has its own unique set of responses to the
needs of the communities in which they serve. Southeast Christian Church
is growing not just by addition but by multiplication. It was exciting to visit a
church where so much continues to happen for faith and for God.
Trinity Episcopal Church is located in the Finger Lakes Region of New York next
to a canal in the town of Seneca Falls, which was the apparent inspiration for
the fictional Bedford Falls in Frank Capra’s 1946 movie “It’s a Wonderful Life.”
Capra described the movie, which you can still catch on TV at Christmastime,
as a conflict between “loving thy neighbor and devouring thy neighbor in
which the weapons are a bank full of money against a houseful of love.” With
the message of Jesus, churches like Trinity continue to address conflicts like
that to this day. Seneca Falls is also the birthplace of the Women’s Rights
Movement, which held its first convention there in 1848. Patty and I visited
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Trinity during our vacation and were struck by the beauty of the 1885 sanctuary, which according to our host is the
second most photographed church in the state of New York after Manhattan’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Of special note are
the church’s stained glass windows, two of which are works of the American artist Louis Tiffany, who signed one of them
shortly before his death in 1933. It was no coincidence, we were told, that one of the most prominent windows in the
church is the Easter window depicting the women at the tomb of the Risen Christ. It was an intentional selection given
the history of their town. Who knew that a little place would send such large messages?
Luther Place Memorial Church in Washington DC was founded in 1873 as a memorial
to peace and reconciliation following the Civil War, and those powerful words remain
in the congregation’s DNA. According to its website, a statue of Martin Luther at the
church’s Thomas Circle location was dedicated in 1884 on the 400th anniversary of
his birth with more than 10,000 in attendance. From its earliest days, the people of
Luther Place advocated for African-American rights and operated a free infirmary that
in 30 years served over 25,000 people. In the 1960’s a coffee house was operated
out of the church basement and included performers like Roberta Flack. During the
1968 riots after the murder of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Luther Place was
kept open and sheltered, fed and clothed more than 10,000 persons in need. And
in the 1970’s the church founded N Street Village, a continuum of care including
shelter, case management, substance abuse treatment, and employment services
for homeless women. All of it has emerged from a Lutheran parish ministry for all
people. During more than 30 years of serving in the Baltimore-Washington area, I’ve
certainly known of Luther Place. But until my Sabbath visit this year, I never had the
chance to worship there and further connect with its history. Doing so helped me
to fill in a very important chapter in the story of Lutheranism in our nation’s capital.
The Hillsong Church is an Australian born mega-church which numbers more than 100,000
weekly attendees at 80 affiliated local congregations around the world, including one that currently meets in the
Hammerstein Ballroom of the Manhattan Center in New York City. I’m told that 70% of those at the New York church
are under the age of 30, and I can assure you that on the day we attended I was definitely among the oldest dudes in
the room. In fact, I learned that Justin Bieber worshiped at the early service that day, which I share in case you want
to check out the early service at St. Andrew this fall, since you never know who you might run into. At Hillsong, people
stand in line along 34th Street to get into one of its four Sunday services. Worship includes many of the songs you hear
on Christian radio and several of which we sing at our contemporary worship. And while the atmosphere was not unlike
a well-produced rock concert, its substance and purpose are worship and praise, which were emphasized by the pastor
when he issued a warning that those who see Hillsong Church as nothing more than “Christian karaoke” are missing the
biblical truth of what following Jesus is really all about. It’s a good point and one that, in my opinion, also applies to
those whose worship habits and musical tastes are of a more classical nature. In the words of nationally known pastor
Craig Groeschel, “authenticity trumps cool every time.” That said, not only was I struck by the thousands who lined up for
the 12:30 service on a gorgeous Sunday afternoon, it was also clear that authentic faith is very much alive in a place that
is reaching a generation of young believers and seekers who are largely absent from mainline denominations and their
affiliated congregations.
Our Saviour New York is a multi-site Lutheran Church with one of its two locations just 23
blocks north of Hillsong in a section of Manhattan still known by many as “Hell’s Kitchen,”
though I’m told that others now include it in the more appealing term “Midtown.” The
other location is in the Rego Park Section of Queens. Our Saviour-Midtown rents a
late 1800’s church building on West 57th Street that was given to our denomination’s
Atlantic District. There is a morning service in Queens and a 6 pm service in Manhattan,
with a combined weekly attendance of about 125. With some variations on the theme,
the worship most resembles St. Andrew’s Monday evening service. It is biblical and
sacramental. Symbols of the past and future combine in an old sanctuary outfitted with
video screens, room for musicians, up-to-date lighting, and a place for fellowship in the
back since the entry halls of many old churches come with room for little more than an
umbrella stand. Though different from the worship experience we had at the Manhattan
Center, Our Saviour-Midtown offered several important insights into the mission of the
church today. One is that multi-site ministries (one church in more than one location)
aren’t just for mega-churches, at least not at Our Saviour. Another is that while large
gatherings of believers can provide a powerful witness, so can smaller ones when Christ
and His word are at the center of that church’s worship and mission to a particular
community. The sense of community at Our Saviour was evident and there’s no doubt in my mind that this church is
12

October 2017 Volume 68 Issue 10
reaching people who would not find their way to Queens or to Hillsong or any other church in Manhattan. But they have
found the Body of Christ in a community that is small, growing, and by all indications is there to stay for the sake of those
who live in a place known historically as “Hell’s Kitchen.” If I lived there, I would go to Our Saviour-Midtown.

Other Stops Along the Way...
The National Civil Rights Museum has been on my bucket list
for years. But since I’ve had no other occasion to visit the city of
Memphis where it is located, I decided to use some sabbatical
time to go there on purpose and was joined in my travels by our
daughter Lauren. We were not disappointed. It is a powerful
place that invokes difficult memories of the unthinkable disgraces
of slavery, segregation, and racism in the American story, and
is literally built around the Lorraine Motel where Dr. King was
assassinated outside Room 306 on April 4, 1968. In fact, the
museum tour ends with a view of his room as it was on the final
day of his life, and a wreath hangs on the balcony railing behind
which he fell. Like other museums and memorials, it is not a place to have fun. But it is there to ensure that in these days
of global terror, often in the name of religion, we do not forget the home grown terrorism that bombed churches, set
buses on fire, and caused countless other atrocities for innocent precious children of God. Go there if you ever have the
chance! It’s one of those places from which you cannot leave unchanged.
While in the Memphis area we also visited the Museum of Biblical History, which focuses not so much on the bible itself
as on the historical context in which the events captured in scripture took place. It’s
not a big museum but was worth the time. And our final stop before leaving town was
at the St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, where children come from all over the
world and its founder, entertainer Danny Thomas and his wife Rose Marie are buried
adjacent to the hospital’s chapel and museum. The story goes that with his career
stalled, Thomas was living paycheck to paycheck and needed $70 to pay the bill and
get his young wife and their newborn daughter Marlo out of the hospital. The devout
Christian went to church in Detroit, put seven of his last ten dollars in the offering, and
prayed for a means to provide for his family and for guidance in his life. The next day
he landed a job as a singing toothbrush in a radio commercial that paid $75 and his
career from then on became a smashing success. But Thomas never forgot the answer
to his prayer and years later used his wealth and celebrity to “give back” and establish
a children’s hospital bearing the name of St. Jude, the patron saint of hopeless causes.
It’s amazing to think of the difference one person can make in this world when they
look to heaven in a moment of need and serve God by serving others with the blessings
they’ve been given.
From Memphis, we made our way to Louisville with a stop in Nashville and a visit to The Upper Room. Some of you
may be familiar with a daily devotional guide by that name, which is published in dozens of languages and distributed
throughout the world. What you may not know is that the headquarters of The Upper Room is located in Nashville, and
is also a destination of Christian pilgrimage, having grown to become a global ministry which includes other publications,
programs, prayer support, and resources to help believers of all ages and denominations move to a deeper level of faith
and service. The Upper Room headquarters includes an international Christian art museum, prayer garden, two chapels,
and a resource center.

Learning Experiences ...
In early August, I assumed the role of student at a course on the Psalms taught by Concordia Seminary’s Professor Tim
Saleska at Immanuel Lutheran Church in Charlottesville, Virginia. Though I’ve been reading the psalms all my life, I was
amazed by the fresh insights and perspectives I gained from Tim, whose father was a professor of mine more than thirty
years ago. It was also great to re-connect with some old friends and make a few new ones as well. Little did I know that
just days after leaving Charlottesville, heartbreaking news would be made and life would be lost there because of sinful
divisions in the human family against which our Lord so vigorously preached. I couldn’t help but think of those events in
the context of our earlier visit to the National Civil Rights Museum in Memphis. Clearly, we still have much to do as God’s
ambassadors of peace and reconciliation to our nation and the world.
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After my study of the psalms, I turned my attention to the task of leadership by attending the annual Global Leadership
Summit of the Willow Creek Association. While the conference is faith based, it attracts heads of organizations and
business people in addition to church leaders from around the world. Like the course on the psalms, the global leadership
summit reminded me that I still have so much to learn about being a servant of Christ, a follower of His word, and a leader
in His church. But, I left feeling blessed by a few more steps in that ongoing journey.
Finally, there were individual conversations with pastors and other ministers about spiritual life, mission and ministry,
and some of the ideas swimming around in my head and heart, and I’m grateful that they too were both instructive and
inspiring.

Fun ...
Please don’t think that in the midst of the churches and other places I visited or the learning experiences I had during July
and August, I wasn’t having fun. I was. While in Memphis, we ate at BB King’s Blues Club and visited the Sun Studio where
Elvis made his first record. In Nashville we went Honky Tonkin’ and toured the Grand Ole’ Opry. As I mentioned before,
Patty and I vacationed in the beautiful Finger Lakes region of New York. Lauren and I saw Coldplay perform at FedEx Field.
There were a few projects around the house, an Orioles game or two, visits to my mother in Pennsylvania, and the return
of David and Lauren to their respective schools for the fall semester and in Lauren’s case, graduate study.

Love is in the Air ...
Last but not least, in July our daughter Andrea became engaged to Joel Gast. Joel is a budget analyst for Johns Hopkins
University and serves as treasurer on the Board of Directors of the Lutheran Schools Association of greater New York.
However, he is also a fan of the Green Bay Packers, which will obviously constitute a mixed marriage in our family.
Nevertheless, Joel is a great guy and a faithful servant, and we are thrilled for them and for us. Meanwhile, Andrea also
accepted a Call to teach First Grade at Emmanuel Lutheran Church and School in Catonsville, Maryland, and her late
August installation gave us reason to attend worship there as my sabbatical time drew to a close.

Final Thoughts ...
If you made it this far in reading these reflections, you probably also need a sabbatical. Nevertheless, thanks for getting
a sense of my “time apart” and for considering some of the places, experiences, and stories that reminded me that God
is real and is working in the world. He has worked through a small group of people who gave birth to a church of 21,000.
He has worked through a man who got a job as a singing toothbrush and then, as a response to God’s provision, founded
a hospital where children are healed. And He continues to work through visionary followers of Christ in communities of
every size and location, including the one to which I have come home again after wandering around for the better part of
two months.
I hope you will also take time to recall the stories, places, and experiences in your life and in the life of St. Andrew through
which God is working for the healing and hope of the world. As we see every day in the news, the conflict between “loving
thy neighbor and devouring thy neighbor” has yet to be fully resolved. But in Frank Capra’s words, our “weapon” in that
conflict is a “house full of love,” which we know in the person of Jesus and through those who for His glory offer authentic
worship in a variety of ways and demonstrate the peace and reconciliation, amazing grace and biblical truth that come
from Him. It’s good to be back in such a house with such a family.
Thank you once again for allowing me a little Sabbath rest and even some “mindless amusement” as we get back to the
great work of going out to bless the world and to call and gather everyone everywhere in to a new home and a new life
in the heart of God.

With Love & Thanks

+

Pastor Mark
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Submissions for newsletter are due the 10th of
each month. Please be prompt and remember
that all submissions are subject to editing.
November deadline: Oct 10
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