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Andrew said, “We have found the Messiah.” John 1:41

St. Andrew’s 

news
As we make our way through the season of Easter, which is to say the fifty 
days from Easter to Pentecost, allow me first to thank those of you who 
supported our worship and all other aspects of our congregational life during 
Lent and Holy Week. From musicians to worship leaders and planners, service 
assistants, office volunteers, staff members, those who prepared our altar 
and chancel, and servants in all other ministries of hospitality, education, 
and compassionate service, you were quite a team for the glory of God and 
the spiritual nourishment of those who gathered in His name on Sundays, 
Mondays, Wednesdays, during Holy Week, and on another glorious Easter 
Day. Thank you all for your witness, faithfulness, and labor in the Lord!

A few years ago, an Anglican bishop concluded his Easter homily with a 
challenge to his flock on the church’s biggest day. “That is the story of the 
resurrection!” he said with great conviction. “What you do with it is up to 
you.” With that, he turned around and walked away from the pulpit.

What we do at St. Andrew with the story of Easter is stay close to the promises 
of life in Christ by gathering at Common Ground, blessing confirmands as 
they prepare to make their vows, seeking the Spirit’s promptings for the next 
chapter in our spiritual history, and loving Him by loving others in our actions 
as well as our words, all in addition to giving God the glory due His name every 
Sunday morning and Monday evening.

My hope and prayer is that no one will turn around and walk away, unless, like 
the good bishop, it is to take the message of life in Christ to the next place, 
the next relationship, and the next opportunity to show someone the reality 
of Easter in every season of life.

Blessings to all of you as our celebration goes on to Pentecost!

The Lord be with you+

In Christ, your brother,

Pastor Hricko 

Dear Friends,
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ST. ANDREW
MEMBERSHIP
God called us to be part of His 
family for a reason: It’s hard to 
grow alone!  Our St. Andrew 
community will meet you where 
you are and walk beside you to a 
closer relationship with God. 

Wondering how to unite 
with St. Andrew? 

Follow these easy steps…
• Worship with us regularly!
• Explore the ministry and  

  participate in Faith Walk 101 
Information & Membership 
Seminar. Led by our Pastors 
and other ministry leaders, 
these sessions offer the 

  opportunity to explore 
the Lutheran faith, learn 
more about our St. Andrew 
community, and get to know 
others who are on the same 
path. 

• If you wish to transfer your  
membership from another 
faith community, contact 
the church office. We will be 
pleased to assist by writing for 
your transfer.

• If you are a new Christian, 
speak with a Pastor about 
receiving the Sacrament of  
Holy Baptism. 

If you are searching for answers 
about God, your faith, or our St. 
Andrew community, contact the 
church office at 301-384-4394 or 
at mystandrew.org. We’ll be happy 
to talk with you to find the answers 
you seek. 

 In This Issue...
 » BBQ & Blues: A Night on the Delta

 » Older Americans Month

 » Creative Spirits

 » Mission Trip to Guatemala

 » LSS Annual Breakfast

 » Common Ground 

 » VBS: Maker Fun Factory

 » Preschool Summer Camp

Central Maryland Chorale

Spring Concert

Saturday, May 13
8:00 pm

Performing “Saint Francis in
the Americas: A Caribbean 
Mass,” by Glenn McClure,

with guest artists 
Charm City Steel

Tickets: $20
Seniors/Students: $15

St. Andrew Sanctuary

Confirmation
Pentecost Sunday

Our second-year confirmands will 
be confirmed on Pentecost Sunday, 
June 4. We invite everyone to 
support them and their families at 
this milestone in their faith journey 
by attending Night of Witness 
at 7 pm on Friday, June 2 and by 
celebrating with them on the day of 
confirmation.  

New Website!
mystandrew.org

Our website is still at the same 
address, but it just got a whole new 
look, including an events calendar, 
sermon archive, blog posts, lots of 
photos, new welcome videos, and 
much more!  Looking for something 
specific? Use the search box at 
the top right to type key words or 
phrases and find whatever is of 
interest. Check it out and share 
with friends!  Ideas or suggestions? 
Contact Barbara Wahlbrink in the 
office. 

Our mission is to 
demonstrate God’s love 
by caring for all people 

and helping them to 
know and follow Jesus.
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Night

Delta

House-Smoked BBQ Rib Dinner: $14 
House-Smoked Chicken Dinner: $11 

Kids’ Meal (Under Age 12): $7 

All proceeds will benefit the 

Todd Twombley Music Mentoring Fund. 

The Todd Twombley Music Mentoring Fund, administered by Greg 
Twombley, is based on the New York City Music Mentoring Program, 
which Greg ran for 20 years. Greg worked with students who otherwise 
might not have been able to afford quality musical instruments, lessons, 
and opportunities, providing at-risk youth with positive role modeling, 
encouragement, and mentoring for life skills that go far beyond the 
music.  

Enjoy an 
evening of soul-

inspiring Blues music 
served up with BBQ ribs 
and chicken, as the Music 
Ministry and Holy Smoke 

team up for the first 
annual BBQ & Blues 

Dinner.

Jazz Camp
Get Focused!   

July 17 – 21
9:30 am – 3:30 pm

 

Are you ready to improve?

In One Week?

We’ll Show You How!

Young musicians from age 11 
to 18 are welcome to come 
and improve their playing, 
regardless of experience or 
skill level.  Five days of camp 
will include a different style 
of music each day. 

The camp is directed by 
St. Andrew’s Praise Team 
Leader, Greg Twombley, 
and  seasoned players, 
including Pepe Gonzales, 
Alan Blackman, Neal Smith, 
Casey MacFarlane,  and Joey 
Antico.   Space is limited!  
Tuition is $395 per student, 
or $355 for “early birds” 
paid in full by May 1. Tuition 
includes lunch.  

To register, contact Greg at 
301-384-4394 x223 or email 
gtwombley@mystandrew.
org.
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Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 
Faith Community Nurse 

301-384-4394 
marileetollefson@gmail.com

SOCIAL Ministry

Summer Food Program  
Once again, St. Andrew’s is partnering with Kemp Mill 
Elementary School through the Linkages for Learning 
program to provide food to supplement families in need 
of assistance. The program will run from June 16 through 
the end of August. Beginning in mid-May, you may pick up 
grocery bags in the Commons, with lists of foods requested 
by the families. Fill the bag(s) with any or all of the items 
listed, and bring them back to church beginning in June. 
Since the program will run all summer, the bags can be 
brought back at any time during June, July and August. 
Space will be available in the coat room for your donations. 
Monetary donations to support the program are also 
welcome! Make checks payable to LCSA and note “Summer 
Food” on the envelope or memo line. OR, donate online 
at mystandrew.org. Specify “Summer Food” in the OTHER 
blank field on the secure payment page. If you have any 
questions, contact Margie Davis at jam4334@verizon.net 
or 301-384-5869. Thank you for your support!

Lutheran Social Services

LSS Annual Breakfast 
Lutheran Social Services of the National Capital Area 
cordially invites you to its Annual Fundraising Breakfast, 
“Expressions of Abundance,” on Wednesday, May 10. 
Registration and breakfast begin at 7:30 am, and the 
program runs from 8 am  to 9 am. Please join us at the Silver 
Spring Civic Building, One Veterans Plaza in downtown 
Silver Spring. This is sure to be an informative and moving 
event, covering LSS’s many and varied programs. If you 
would like to carpool, please contact Sue Zimmerman at 
zimmermansue@comcast.net or 302-854-0050. 

Refugee Resettlement Collection:
 An Outpouring of Generosity

Our March collection to help resettle refugee families 
fleeing persecution and war in their home countries 
was a huge success. I would like to thank everyone for 
their generosity. Many van loads of new and gently 
used bedding, kitchen equipment, and other necessary 
household goods were delivered to the Lutheran Social 
Services office. In addition, we received generous 
donations of cash and gift cards for these needy families, 
who are trying to rebuild their lives in this country. The 
social ministry team is exploring ways that our church can 
become more involved in helping an individual family. If 
you are interested in this project, please contact Steve 
Giles at stephenlgiles@comcast.net, or Roseanne Price at 
rosprice@comcast.net or 301-989-1606. 

Thank you!
Carol Petzold, Chair, Social Ministry

Lutheran Mission Society

Kids Summer Clothes Needed!
“Thrift Shop” Collection

Sunday, May 28

The next Lutheran Mission Society (LMS) collection of 
Thrift Shop items is Sunday, May 28. As you plan ahead 
for summer and sort through last year’s clothing, keep 
in mind that LMS needs children’s summer clothes 
and swimwear, including sandals, flip-flops, and beach 
towels. Gently used clothing and household items are 
always needed. Please pack fragile items carefully to 
avoid damage on the truck. 

 

School Supplies Needed . . .  
Already!

On Sunday, May 7 and Monday, May 8, we will have a door 
collection for school supplies for the Colesville Council of 
Community Congregations (C-4) school supplies program.  
C-4 fills 900 backpacks for clients of the Clothes Closet 
annually. The project chairperson buys the items in bulk to 
get the very best deals and fills the backpacks with supplies 
specified for each grade level. We need your support!
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Mission Trip to Guatemala
June 9 - 17

Ever dreamed of going on a mission trip to 
experience a new culture and help those less 
fortunate? Here’s your chance! Mi Refugio 
is a Christian mission school located just 
outside Guatemala City, serving more than 
200 children and their families. The school 
provides education, healthy meals, medical/
dental care and the opportunity for a better 
life, all in the name of Christ. The founder 
of Mi Refugio is from Rockville, and many 
St. Andrew members and friends have 
served there over the years. This time, 
our St. Andrew group will be led by Bruce, 

Sarita, & Gavi Winter, who 
have served twice before. 
No special skills are required, 
but medical, dental, computer, sewing, 
baking, construction and/or Spanish 
language skills are helpful. The trip is 
open to all, but space is limited. For 
more details, contact Global Mission 
Chair Stan Jackson at 301-249-5906 or 
sjackson3309@gmail.com, or Bruce & 
Sarita Winter at bjw@fsgcap.com or 
swinter@winterllc.com. Prayerfully 
consider serving at Mi Refugio. It’s an 
experience you’ll never forget!

Craft Ministry
Summer Show June 18

The Craft Ministry sends out a big thank you 
to all who stopped and shopped at the first 
annual Spring Fling in April! Because the event 
was such a resounding success, the crafters will 
hold a Summer Sale on Sunday, June 18. Come 
by and pick up an item or two to spruce up the 
hazy days of summer.

Meanwhile, join the crafters on Wednesdays 
between 9 am and 3 pm.  Bring your lunch!

GLOBAL MISSION Team

Social Ministry 
Questions or Ideas?

Contact Carol Petzold 
301-871-7413 

petzold37@gmail.com
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Celebrate Older & Wiser Adults!
May is Older Americans Month

Did you know that St. Andrew has a parishioner who is 100 
years old? It’s Herbie Bjerke! Herbie is a World War II vet 
from Finley, N.D., who went overseas with the 99th Infantry 

Battalion (Separate) of the U.S. 
Army. The soldiers of this elite unit 
knew how to speak Norwegian and 
ski, and they received specialized 
mountain training with the 10th 
Mountain Division at Camp Hale in 
Colorado. 

In 2011, Herbie and 14 other 
surviving members of the battalion 
were awarded the Norwegian 
World War II Defense Medal by the 
Norwegian Chief of Defense for 
their fight against the occupation 
of Norway.

We are blessed with many active parishioners in their 
90’s, who continue to serve the Lord. Ruby Behrens is at 
her sewing machine every Wednesday, serving in the Craft 
Ministry. Fran Gutknecht leads one of our home prayer 
chains and sends out prayer requests by email to our prayer 
warriors regularly. Rosa Wildensteiner worships faithfully 
with us every Sunday morning without the support of 
even a cane or walker. Jean Roxon, a voracious reader of 
nonfiction, shares her knowledge with her church visitor/
communion assistant every visit. 

You can discover the benefits of age and experience by 
joining our care teams that provide visits, phone calls and 
notes  of encouragement to our elderly parishioners who 
are homebound or frail. Contact Faith Community Nurse 
Marilee Tollefson in the church office to find out which 
service opportunities best fit your Gifts of the Spirit.

&

HEALTH & WELLNESS
“In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
 grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith - more
 precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire - may be found to

 result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
  I Peter 1:6-7 

Workshop: Navigating
 Public Transportation

Our community is rich in opportunities for older adults 
to remain active and serving, including daily classes and 
activities at local senior centers. Montgomery County 
offers a free “Ride Smart” travel training workshop on 
Wednesday, May 17 and Thursday, May 18 from 10 am to  2 
pm. Registration is required. For details, call 301-738-3252. 

Herbie Bjerke
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Health & Wellness Questions? 
Contact Marilee Tollefson 

Faith Community Nurse 
301-384-4394 

marileetollefson@gmail.com

The Creative Spirits Ministry combines artistic gifts 
with the power of prayer to craft handmade treasures 
to comfort, encourage and inspire those facing 
serious illness or major life challenges. Decorated 
crosses, candle holders, inspirational framed prints, 

floral arrangements, afghans, fidget quilts, and many other items are 
crafted as reminders to trust God always. Gifts are available for anyone 
in need, and they are free of charge. New Ideas are always welcome! 
Contact Marilee Tollefson in the church office to find a gift to comfort 
your loved one.

Sandy Olson (pictured at right) was quite pleased with the fidget quilt she 
received from the Creative Spirits Ministry. These highly textured quilts 
can be particularly comforting to people with dementia or Alzheimer’s 
issues. If you would like a fidget quilt for a loved one, contact Kay Caviness 
at 301-622-0898 or creative.spirits.lcsa@gmail.com.

Creative Spirits Ministry
Combining the Gifts of Art & Prayer

Health Warriors
Feeling God’s Presence

in the Garden
The Health Warriors started planning and planting an organic 
garden in April. We decided which crops to sow, turned over 
the soil, set out our paths, and planted cabbage, beets, 
carrots and bok choy. The sun on our backs was warm, our 
company was cheerful, and we were truly in God’s presence. 
He is blessing this garden for our health, for our spiritual 
growth, for the contribution to our faith community and 
for the opportunity to share His grace with the people who 
cross our paths as we toil for Him. To God be the glory!

May is Mental Health Month as well as Older Americans 
Month. The Health Warriors will be meeting on Tuesdays, 
May 9 and May 23, from 10:30 am until noon in the Prayer 
Room on the lower level. We will share information about 
maintaining a positive outlook on life and making the most 
of our lives through every season God gives us. Please come 
and enjoy great fellowship.

Blessings and peace, 
Sheila Langston, Facilitator, Health Warriors

Stay Fit  at St. Andrew!
Senior Fit Classes

Tuesday & Thursday Mornings
Senior Fit is a fitness class for those 55 and 
older on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 9:15 
to 10 am in the Great Room. It is free for 
all seniors. Participation requires physician 
consent form, which you can find at 
mystandrew.org or in the church office. The 
class is co-sponsored by Holy Cross Hospital 
& Kaiser Permanente.
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Christ in Film: Last Days in the Desert
The Crusades: A Historical Perspective
David, A Man After God’s Heart
Rolling Away the Stone: Living As 
Easter People
Faith Walk Membership Info Seminar

Registration information in the weekly 
bulletin or at mystandrew.org.   

Childcare available with a reservation.   

Bring friends! 

Dear Friends in Christ,
Please accept my heartfelt 
thanks for your support of the 
work that I am doing in Kenya. 
Without your prayers and 
support, I cannot continue to 
serve in this ministry God has 
called me to. May God richly 
bless you for being so kind.
Yours in Christ,
Shara Cunningham
Kenya

Dear Pastors & Congregation,
This “Thank You” seems so 
small compared to the prayers 
for healing and the beautiful 
cards of well wishes you sent.  
I am on the mend and happy 
to be back at church. God 
bless you all.
Thankfully,
Eldra Simmons

Dear Pastor Mark & St. Andrew,
It is with a grateful heart that 
we received your generous 
donation of $2,070 for the 
ministry of Orphan Grain Train. 
What a life-giving blessing this 
is to those we seek to serve. 
Your generous gift enables 
us to help where it is most 
needed.  Thank you for this 
great blessing.
Together in His service,
Elfie Eberle 
Branch Manager,
Orphan Grain Train
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Everyone Can Help!
There are many ways to help 
make this year’s VBS another 
great success. If you are unable to 
volunteer, you can complete a take-
home kit or donate or lend supplies. 
We need cans and lids, mailing 
tubes, marbles, wheels, 20 oz rinsed 
plastic bottles, 2-liter rinsed plastic 
bottles, shoe boxes with lids, and 
Legos or similar building blocks. 

We also ask for your prayers for the 
ministry, leaders, volunteers, and 
all the children who will participate 
this summer. If you have any 
questions, contact Marianne Lohr at 
mariannelcsa@verizon.net.

CHILDREN’S Ministry

This month at One-der-land, 
children from Kindergarten through 
6th Grade will be learning about 
determination. When Jesus gave 
His disciples the incredible mission 
of spreading the Gospel throughout 
the world, He didn’t make them do 
it alone. Instead, He sent the Holy 
Spirit to empower them to show 
faith and determination in the face 
of whatever might happen along the 
way. When we put our faith in Jesus, 
the Holy Spirit empowers us to finish 
what we start.

We think it’s important for us to 
help our kids discover more about 
determination—deciding it’s worth 
it to finish what you started. Don’t 
forget to let your child finish the year 
at One-der-land! It’s well worth it!

VBS 2017
Registration now open!

June 26-30
9:00 am to 12:15 pm 

Ages 3 years through 5th Grade

St. Andrew’s VBS is always a magical place filled with God’s 
love and lessons. It’s also a great opportunity to share 
that love with children and families in our community.

Register online at mystandrew.org
or pick up a form at the Welcome Center.

$40 for the first child in the family; $35 for each additional child.
Register and pay by May 15 to receive a $5 discount per child.

Spread the word to neighbors and friends!

Join the VBS Team!
Would you like to share your creativity and meet some great people? Join the 
VBS Planning Team as we work to make our program come to life! You can also 
volunteer at VBS as a station leader, station assistant, crew leader, registration 
assistant and decorator.  Even if you aren’t available for the whole week, we can 
use whatever help you can give! Teens can receive service hours.
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PRESCHOOLnews

St. Andrew News 
Published monthly by: 

The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew
15300 New Hampshire Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20905
301-384-4394 

Preschool: 301-384-2660
office@mystandrew.org  www.mystandrew.org

2017 Board of Directors
Karen Rosales, Chair,  301-580-6583
Paul Lobien, Vice-Chair, 301-738-3393

Ken Austin, 301-754-2711
Kim Bolton, 301-871-2192

Roger Caldow, 301-774-2570
Gary Fields, 301-649-1757
Glen Harvell, 301-926-6186

Martha Piedrasanta, 301-460-0565
Betsy Varghese, 301-830-2733

Treasurer:
Bruce Winter, 301-476-9868

LWML President:
Karen Matthiesen, 301-774-5899

Church Staff
Mark A. Hricko, Pastor

Steve Miller, Associate Pastor
Kenneth G. Carlson, Assistant Pastor
Jotham Johann, Director of Wellspring

Greg Twombley, Director of Ministries & Praise Team
Barbara Wahlbrink, Director of Communications

Riki Schoppert, Director of Student Ministries & Worship Arts
Lia Mai Puskar, Preschool Director & Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Robyn Howland, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Events
Andrea Hricko, Children’s Ministry Assistant - Wee Worship

Marianne Lohr, Children’s Ministry Assistant - VBS
Marilee Tollefson, Faith Community Nurse
Rosemary Wasser, Organist Choirmaster 
Kathy Gomez, Children’s Choir Director

Debbie Snyder, Director of Administration
Bruce Poese, Director of Media Ministry

Caron Carlson, Creative Services
Anne Harpster, Bookkeeper
Ange Lorenz, Bookkeeper

Luis Escobar, Property Maintenance/Events

Picnics, Graduation and More!
Incredibly, the school year comes to a close at the end 
of this month. The old adage is so true: Time really 
does fly when you’re having fun!

There’s a hustle and bustle at the Preschool as 
the children complete their end-of-year activities, 
including picnics and graduation. Graduation 
festivities for the 4’s classes will be on Wednesday, 
May 24, in the Sanctuary. Please come and enjoy the 
pomp and circumstance! 

Enrollment continues for the 2017-2018 school year. Our classes are filling 
rapidly, so don’t delay. Register today! And please continue to spread the word 
about our Preschool, where our main objective remains teaching little ones their 
most important early lesson: They are precious and loved by God ... always!

Summer Camp 
May 30 - June 23

Ages 3-5
Preschool Summer Camp registration 
has  begun! This year, by popular 
demand, we’ve added a fourth week 
of camp. Sign up for 1, 2, 3 or all 4 
weeks. Please visit the website at 
www.mystandrew.org and click on 
“Preschool” for more details. 
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